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TO  T . 


READER. 


Prefaces,  metninks,  are  fo  much  like  the  printed 
bills  palled  upon  the  booths  in  Bartholomew-Fair, 
to  give  an  account  of  the  entertainment  you  are  to 
expe£t  within,  that  were  it  not  in  pure  compliance 
with  cullom,  one  would  forfwear  writing  any.  But 
the  world  is  humorous,  and  mull  be  ferved  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  own  falhion  ;  every  thing  is  damned  that 
is  not  a-la-mode;  and  he  that  publilhes  a  book,  with¬ 
out  civilly  accofting  the  reader  at  the'  beginning,  is 
thought  to  intrench  upon  good  manners. 

To  prevent  all  thefe  inconveniencies,  it  is  thought 
fit  once  more  to  fay  a  word  or  two,  not  in  praife  of 
this  volume  of  letters  (even  let  it  take  its  fortune  as 
the  other  four  have  done),  but  by  way  of  apology 
for  fome  things  which  may  feem  liable  to  cenfure. 

Some  perhaps  will  be  offended  at  the  zeal  which 
appears  in  this  Arabian,  when  he  writes  in  honour 
of  the  Mahometan  faith  ;  others  will  as  much  won¬ 
der  at  his  loofenefs  and  indifference,  his  doubtfulnefe 
of  all  things  ;  for  in  fome  of  his  letters  he  appears 
a  great  fceptic,  and  confeffes  himfelf  fo. 

Thefe  gentlemen  ought  to  conlider  that  his  ftyle 
and  fentiments  are  fuited  to  the  quality  of  the  per¬ 
son  to  whom  he  writes :  To  his  intimate  friends  he 
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unbofoms  himfelf  with  abundance  of  franknefs,  but 
when  he  addrefles  to  the  mufti,  or  other  grandees  of 
the  Porte,  he  is  cautious  and  referved. 

It  may  be  fuppofed  that  he  underftood  himfelf 
very  well,  or  elfe  he  was  not  fit  for  that  employment 
in  Paris ;  and,  without  doubt,  having  had  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  feraglio',  as  he  profefles,  he  was  no 
ftranger  to  the  pun£iilios  of  addrefs  ufed  in  the  Turk- 
ifh  court.  It  was  his  policy  and  intereft  to  appear  a 
very  devout  Mahometan  when  he  wrote  to  the  mi- 
nifters  of  ftate  •,  and  it  is  pofiible  he  was  fo  in  reality, 
or  at  leaf!;  perfuaded  himfelf  fo  at  certain  feafons  ; 
and  yet  this  hinders  not,  but  he  might  at  other  times 
take  the  liberty  to  defcant  on  fome  abfurdities  in 
their  do&rines  and  praftice,  when  he  wrote  to  his 
familiars,  and  was  minded  to  converfe  with  freedom. 

If  in  fome  points  he  feems  to  give  credit  to  the 
Arabian  writers,  who  have  treated  of  Egypt  and  its 
antiquities,  in  others  he  (hows  himfelf  a  man  not 
over-fond  of  fables  and  romances. 

However,  let  his  opinions  be  what  they  will,  and 
his  fentiments  never  fo  extravagant  in  matters  of  fpe- 
culation  and  controverfy,  fo  long  as  his  morals  are 
found  and  good  there  is  no  occafion  to  be  captious. 
We  need  not  fear  that  any  Chriftian,  or  any  man  of 
fenfe,  will  be  profelyted  by  his  letters,  to  a  religion, 
tvhich  he  himfelf,  though  profeffing  it,  yet  fo  often 
doubts  of  and  ridicules. 

He  fpeaks  very  honourably  of  Chrift,  and  impar¬ 
tially  of  Chriftians,  accufing  their  vices  rather  than 
their  do£hines,  and  appearing  all  along  a  moderate 
man  in  his  fentiments  of  religion,  and  a  friend  to 
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virtue  and  reafon.  If  he  difcovers  fome  failings,  in 
being  too  melancholy,  confider  that  he  was  a  mortal 
like  other  men.  However,  reader,  admire  his  un¬ 
tainted  loyalty,  and  imitate  it. 

You  will  find  in  this  volume  true  hiftory,  with 
variety  of  folid  remarks,  and  not  a  few  fecrets  of 
Cardinal  Mazarini  and  Oliver  Cromwell  uncabinet- 
ed  ;  particularly  that  famous  intrigue  carried  on  by 
Colonel  Spintelet  and  his  confederates,  to  fave  Oftend. 
from  being  furprifed  by  the  French  in  the  year  1658, 
and  to  bubble  two  of  the  ableft  llatefmen  in  Europe. 

After  all,  allure  thyfelf  that  the  next  volume  will 
contain  more  illuftrious  relations  than  any  that  has 
gone  before  ;  where  you  will  hear  of  an  end  put  to 
the  war  between  France  and  Spain,  after  it  had  Jail¬ 
ed  five-and-twenty  years ;  and  the  marriage  of  Lewis 
XIV.  with  the  Spanilh  Infanta ;  as  alfo  of  an  univer- 
fal  peace  in  Chriftendom  ;  the  reftoration  of  Charles 
II.  to  his  crown  and  kingdoms,  after  twelve  years 
exile  in  foreign  countries;  and  twelve  feveral  revolu¬ 
tions  of  government,  here  at  home ;  with  many 
other  memorable  and  important  events  and  tranfac- 
tions  in  the  world  ;  as  the  dreadful  earthquake  which 
overturned  part  of  the  Pyrenean  mountains ;  the 
more  dellruftive  plague,  which  fwept  away  almoft 
an  hundred  thoufand  people  in  London  ;  and  the  de¬ 
plorable  fire,  which  confumed  the  greateft  part  of 
that  famous  city,  in  the  fpace  of  three  days. 

You  will  there  alfo  find  an  account  of  the  death 
of  that  great  minifter  of  Hate,  Cardinal  Mazarini  ; 
of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  uncle  to  the  French  king;, 
of  the  Duchefs  of  Savoy  ;  of  Carolus  Jofephus  the 
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emperor’s  brother ;  of  the  Duke  of  Vendofme  ;  of 
the  queen-mother  of  France  ;  and  of  Philip  IV. 
King  of  Spain,  with  other  perfons  of  princely  quality. 

For  this  Arabian  was  careful  to  tranfmit  to  the 
Ottoman  Porte  intelligence  of  all  things  which  were 
molt  remarkable  in  Europe  :  And  that  his  letters 
might  not  feem  tedious,  he  intermixed  moral  reflec¬ 
tions  with  fome  maxims  of  policy,  eflays  of  reafon, 
and  now  and  then  a  touch  of  philofophy  :  And  if 
we  may  guefs  at  the  caufe  of  his  more  abounding  in 
thefe  kind  of  mifcellany  difcourfes,  after  the  year 
1659,  than  he  did  before,  it  feems  probable  that  a 
general  peace  about  that  time  being  eftablifhed  in 
Europe,  he  had  little  elfe  to  write  but  his  obferva- 
tions  on  the  feveral  hates  and  courts  of  Chriftian 
princes,  the  different  manners,  cuftoms,  and  laws  of 
people,  the  councils  and  intrigues  of  ftatefmen,  with 
fuch  other  matters  as  occurred  worthy  of  notice. 

If,  either  in  this  volume  or  in  thofe  that  are  to 
come,  he  feems  in  any  of  his  letters  to  alter  his  opi¬ 
nion,  and  contradict  his  former  fentiments,  remem¬ 
ber  it  is  no  more  than  what  the  greateft  writers  have 
done,  who  have  lived  to  old  age,  as  this  agent  did. 
Nobody  is  ignorant  of  St.  Auguftine’s  Retractions, 
and  Cornelius  Agrippa’s  Vanity  of  Sciences;  where¬ 
in  thofe  two  great  authors  run  counter  to  all  that 
they  had  written  before;  and  it  were  eafy  to  produce 
an  hundred  inftances  befides. 

In  a  word,  reader,  take  in  good  part  the  tranfla- 
tor’s  pains,  who  renders  things  as  he  found  them, 
without  altering  or  corrupting  the  fenfe  of  his  copy. 
Farewell. 
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BOOK  I. 

LETTER  I.— Mahmut  the  Arabian,  and  Vilejl  of  the 
Grand  Seignior' s  Slaves,  to  the  Myjterious  Es  ad,  Arbi¬ 
trator  of  Doubtful  Problems,  Prince  of  the  Muftis. 

w  hen  I  firft  came  to  Paris,  my  inftru&ions  were  not 
To  full  and  particular  as  to  direct  me  in  all  emergencies. 
A  great  many  things  were  left  to  my  own  conduct  and 
prudence,  both  in  civil  and  religious  matters  ;  fo  that  if 
I  have  made  any  falfe  fteps,  I  hope  it  will  be  cxcufable, 
in  regard  it  is  not  fo  much  my  fault  as  that  of  the  mini- 
fters  who  refide  at  the  Auguft  Porte.  I  have  often  ad- 
dreffed  to  them,  defiring  fupplemental  rules  and  cautions 
in  fome  peculiar  cafes,  which  I  propofed,  but  they  have 
been  very  fparing  of  their  counfels.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
about  five  years  ago,  I  received  fome  particular  orders 
from  the  Vifier  Azem,  and  the  Kaimacham,  as  alfo  from 
Vol.  V.  a 
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thy  fancuty,  wherein  I  was  commanded  to  write  with  all 
freedom  to  the  grandees.  This,  with  the  other  direc¬ 
tions,  has  been  of  great  ufe  to  me  :  It  has  armed  me 
with  frefh  courage,  and  removed  the  melancholy  appre- 
henfions  I  had  of  fome  men’s  revenge,  whofe  vices  I  re¬ 
proved.  Praife  be  to  God,  King  of  the  Day  of  Judg¬ 
ment,  I  have  accufed  no  man  wrongfully  ;  yet  I  was  full 
of  fears,  even  in  the  performance  of  my  duty,  knowing 
that  mortals  generally  love  to  have  their  faults  concealed, 
aad  pur fue  thofe  with  malice  who  difeover  or  reprehend 
them.  But  now  all  my  fears  in  that  kind  are  vanifned  ; 
yet  I  have  fcruples  of  another  nature,  which  none  but 
the  infallible  guide  of  the  faithful  can  dilperfe. 

Ever  fince  I  have  refided  here,  I  have  been  precife  in 
obferving  all  the  precepts  of  our  holy  law,  fo  far  as  con¬ 
fided  with  the  fecurity  and  fuccefs  of  my  commiftion  ; 
for  I  have  been  forced  to  leap  over  many  lies  and  falfe 
oaths  to  conceal  myfelf ;  I  have  likewife  done  abundance 
of  other  irregular  things  to  promote  the  caufe  I  am  en¬ 
gaged  in  ;  for  all  which  thou  haft  vouchfafed  me  a  dif- 
penfation.  There  remains  one  thing  in  which  thy  advice 
is  neceftary. 

I  have  been  hitherto  pundlual  in  keeping  the  fall  of 
B.amezan,  at  the  time  appointed  to  all  muffulmans,  which 
thou  knoweft  falls  earlier  by  eleven  days  every  year  than 
it  did  the  year  before  ;  fo  that  in  the  fpace  of  four-and- 
thirty  years  it  pafles  through  all  the  four  feafons.  Now 
this  fuccefiive  variation  of  the  great  faft,  caufing  it  fome- 
times  to  fall  at  the  very  times  of  the  molt  folemn  fefti- 
vals  among  the  Nazarenes,  fuch  as  that  which  they  call 
their  Chriftmas,  which  is  a  feaft  of  thirteen  days,  I  fear 
left  I  may  be  taken  notice  of,  (hould  I,  by  celebrating 
the  Ramezan  at  thofe  times,  contradidl  the  univerfal 
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pradlice  of  all  the  Franks,  and  dart  fufpicions  in  thofe 
with  whom  I  converfe,  to  my  difadvantage  and  ruin. 

To  thee,  therefore,  who  art  the  wifeft  of  the  wife,  I 
fly  for  counfel  in  this  exigency,  befeeching  thee  to  die* 
tate  plainly  what  I  am  to  do. 

I  know  that  the  lick,  or  wounded,  or  travellers,  are 
difpenfed  with,  if  they  violate  the  facred  moon  ;  at  which 
time  the  gates  of  paradife  are  opened,  and  invifible  fa¬ 
vours  are  done  to  the  devout  obfervers  of  this  precept ; 
whild  the  avenues  of  hell  are  barricadoed,  and  all  the 
devils  chained  up  from  appearing  abroad,  or  doing  any 
mifehief  in  the  world.  I  fay,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the 
indulgence  which  is  given  to  men  under  fuch  circumftan- 
ces,  provided  they  fatisfy  the  law,  by  keeping  the  fall  at 
fome  other  feafon,  more  agreeable  to  their  health,  or 
other  neceflities.  And  thus  far  I  could  have  filenced  the 
alarms  of  my  own  confcience,  without  moleding  thee ; 
knowing  that  a  muffulman  is  always  allowed  this  liberty 
in  a  foreign  country,  much  more  in  a  region  of  infidels. 

But  that  which  I  ^iim  at  is  to  be  informed,  whether, 
to  put  the  better  difguife  upon  myfelf,  and  more  effica- 
cioufly  to  profecute  the  filtered  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  I 
may  not  always  celebrate  this  fall  at  the  precife  time  that 
the  Chridians  keep  their  Lent  ?  for  then  I  (hould  pafs  un- 
fufpc&ed,  and  no  man  would  take  me  for  any  other  than 
a  Chiiftian  and  a  Catholic.  Nay,  my  manner  of  daily 
fading  at  that  time,  would  raife  me  a  coniiderable  credit 
among  the  Chridians  that  know  me  ;  they  would  cry  me 
up  for  a  faint,  or  a  very  holy  man  ;  for  the  fall  of  the 
Chridians  is  a  feafl,  in  comparifon  with  the  rigorous  ab- 
Ainence  of  the  muffulmans.  Thofe  indeed  refrain  from 
all  forts  of  flelh,  but  they  load  their  tables  with  variety 
of  filh  and  other  dainties  ;  neither  have  they  patience  to 
tarry  for  their  repaft  beyond  the  mid-day  ;  whereas  the 
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muffulmans  tafte  of  nothing  during  the  Ramezan,  till  the 
fun  is  gone  down,  and  the  flars  appear  ;  no,  not  even  in 
the  parching  defarts  of  Arabia,  where  men  are  ready  to 
periih  of  thirfl ;  yet  no  man  will  extend  his  hand  to  the 
water-pot,  to  refrefh  bimfelf  in  thofe  unfpeakable  ago¬ 
nies,  till  the  fhadow  of  the  earth  is  advanced  into  the 
higher  region  of  the  air,  and  has  baniihed  the  leall  glim¬ 
merings  of  the  fun.  When,  therefore,  the  Franks  ihall 
fee  me  fail  after  this  auflere  fafhion  in  their  Lent,  they 
will  fay  I  am  a  very  mortiiied  man,  and  a  devout  Catho¬ 
lic  ;  for  they  judge  altogether  by  the  outfide.  So  if  any* 
danger  fhould  threaten  me,  I  fhould  find  friends  among 
the  zealots,  and  the  indifferent  would  not  appear  my  ene¬ 
mies  ;  but  the  wicked,  whofe  black  guilt  has  rendered 
them  a  terror  to  themfelves,  as  well  as  an  abomination  to 
others,  would  Hand  in  fear  of  me.  Thus,  on  all  hands, 
a  way  would  be  open  for  me  to  efcape  a  difeovery  of  the 
fecrets  committed  to  my  charge. 

It  would  be  much  more  to  my  fatisfaclion,  if  I  could 
with  fafety  celebrate  this  fall  in  the  very  moon  wherein 
the  Alcoran  was  brought  down  from  Heaven,  as  all  good 
muffulmans  generally  do  ;  but  I  am  taught  not  to  betray, 
or  fo  much  as  hazard  the  affairs  of  my  great  mafter,  for 
a  mere  nicety  or  punctilio  of  religion.  God  is  the  Mer¬ 
ciful  of  the  Merciful,  and  it  is  his  will  that  the  empire  of 
the  true  faithful  fhould  be  extended  wherever  the  moon 
or  the  fun  Ihine  on  earth. 

Great  oracle  of  the  muffulmans,  aodtor  of  faith  and 
verity,  it  is  in  thy  power  to  confirm  or  fhake  my  refo- 
lution  in  this  point  ;  for  from  thy  fentence  there  is  no 
appeal. 

Paris,  jth  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 
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II. — To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna . 

Thou  informed  me,  that  the  King  of  the  Romans  is 
dead,  and  that  divers  prodigies  happened  about  the  time 
of  his  expiring  ;  whilft  others  report,  that  tire  German 
emperor  himfelf  died  the  9th  of  the  lad  moon.  How¬ 
ever,  I  (hall  tranfmit  thy  advice  to  the  Shining  Porte,  not 
trailing  to  the  uncertain  intelligence  of  fame. 

Kings  and  emperors  muil  refign  up  their  breath  as  well 
as  other  mortals  j  it  is  a  tribute  we  all  owe  to  Nature, 
who  will  be  paid  one  time  or  other  :  Neither  has  ihe  ever 
exempted  any  from  the  common  lot,  fave  Enoch,  Elias, 
and  Jefus  the  Son  of  Mary.  Thefe  were  holy  prophets, 
perfecl  faints,  and  void  of  original  fin,  and  therefore  re¬ 
ceived  an  indulgence  ;  though  thofe  of  your  nation,  and 
the  Chriilians  believe,  that  the  lail  of  thefe  three  died 
on  a  crofs. 

As  for  all  others,  they  have  either  been  diffolved  by 
licknefs,  or  fnatched  away  by  fudden  death  ;  fome  by  an 
invifible  dart  from  Heaven  ;  others  by  the  ruder  hand  of 
mortals  like  themfelves  ;  millions  by  the  fword  and  fpear; 
and  ten  millions  by  the  fwifter  and  more  unavoidable 
flroke  of  the  arrow  and  bullet ;  whilft  not  a  few  have  re¬ 
ceived  their  death  from  the  very  elements  which  fupport- 
cd  their  life  :  An  unruly  fire  has  crumbled  fome  into  their 
fir  ft  atoms,  and  mingled  their  afhes  with  thofe  of  their 
houfes  and  beds  of  repofe  ;  whilft  water,  a  contrary  prin¬ 
ciple,  has  quenched  the  vital  flame  in  others.  There  is 
but  one  way  to  enter  into  this  life  ;  but  the  gates  of 
death,  and  the  invifible  ftate,  are  without  number  ;  and 
the  greateft  monarch  may  as  well  fall  by  the  prick  of  a 
thorn  as  by  the  edge  of  a  fword.  Every  time  I  fwallow 
my  meat,  I  remember  the  fate  of  him  who  was  choaked 
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by  a  grain  of  pepper,  and  that  of  Anacreon  the  poet, 
who  was  ilrangled  by  the  done  of  a  raifin. 

Yet  I  am  not  folieitous  in  choofing  or  avoiding  parti¬ 
cular  deaths,  knowing  that  no  human  counfel  can  pre¬ 
vent  the  decrees  of  deftiny^  It  rather  pleafes  me  to 
think  (fuch  is  my  ambition),  that  by  whatfoever  me¬ 
thod  I  am  fent  to  the  grave,  there  I  fhall  be  equal  to  the 
Alexanders,  Ctefars,  Timurlengs,  and  the  greateft  mor¬ 
tals  ;  for  there  is  no  diftin&ion  of  noble  and  vulgar  in 
that  region  of  anarchy,  where  all  ranks  are  levelled  in 
the  dull ;  as  Diogenes  told  Alexander  the  Great,  when 
the  monarch,  beholding  that  philofopher  in  a  charncl- 
houfe,  his  eyes  attentively  fixed  on  the  bones  of  the 
dead,  which  lay  in  heaps,  alked  him,  What  he  was  doing? 
To  whom  Diogenes  replied,  I  am  looking  for  thy  fa¬ 
ther  Philip’s  bones,  but  cannot  diftinguifli  them  from 
thofe  of  his  flaves.”  Some  fuch  thought  as  this  might 
perhaps  firft  occafion  the  cuitom  of  writing  epitaphs  on 
the  fepulchres  of  eminent  perfons ;  among  which  I  have 
read  fome  made  by  the  entombed  themfelves,  whilst  they 
were  on  this  fide  the  grave,  and  for  their  fingular  fancy 
were  thought  worthy  to  be  recorded  by  hiiton’ans.  Such 
as  this  : 

I  SABBAS  of  Milan,  by  blood  a  Caftikan,  friar  and  knight  of 
Jcrufalem,  wifh  a  happy  refurredlion  to  my  afnes.  While  I  was 
alive  among  mortals,  a  little  fatisfied  me :  Now  I  am  dead,  and 
alone  in  my  grave,  I  am  content  with  Iefs.  I  neither  knew  my- 
felf  what  I  was,  nor  do  thou  inquire.  Traveller,  whoever  thou 
art,  if  thou  be  pious,  pray  for  me,  and  pafs  on.  Farewell,  and 
live  mindful  of  death.  Living,  I  provided  this  epitaph,  know¬ 
ing  I  muft  die. 

The  birth  and  life  of  mortals  are  nothing  but  toil  and  death. 


Such  another  was  that  of  Heliodorns,  a  Moor,  who 
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caufed  him  {elf  to  be  buried  near  to  the  Pillars  of  Hercu¬ 
les,  with  this  infcription  on  his  tomb : 

1  HELIODORU3,  a  mad  Carthaginian,  have  commanded,  by  my 
laft  will  and  teftament,  that  I  Ihould  be  interred  here  in  thisfar- 
theft  angle  of  the  world,  to  make  experiment,  whether  any  man 
more  mad  than  myfelf,  would  travel  thus  far  to  vifit  my  fe- 
pulchie. 

But  that  which  Semiramis  caufcd  to  be  infcribed  on 
her  tomb,  was  a  perfect  fatire  on  the  living.  It  was 
this  : 

I  SEM1RAMUS,  whilft  living,  never  was  in  need  of  money;  yet 
was  always  compaffionate  to  the  poor.  Now  I  am  dead,  my 
giave  is  my  treafury.  If  any  of  royal  race  be  in  want,  let  him 
open  this  dormitory,  and  he  lhall  find  a  fupply. 

When  Darius  conquered  Babylon,  and  was  told  of 
this  epitaph,  ftung  with  avarice,  he  caufed  the  fepulchre 
to  be  opened  in  his  own  prefence  ;  but,  inftead  of  mo¬ 
ney,  they  only  found  a  tablet  of  brafs,  with  thefe  words 
engraven  on  it : 

My  epitaph  is  a  riddle.  This  is  the  interpretation.  I  never  was 
covetous;  only  fuch  as  are  poor,  thefe  I  pity;  and  have  there¬ 
fore  provided  this  leffon ,  as  a  treafure  for  the  man  who  for  lucre 
lhall  prefume  to  violate  my  tomb. 

If  thou  wilt  rob'  the  living,  forbear  to  plunder  the  dead,  hit  they 
bring  thee  to  fhame,  as  I  have  done. 


Thou  telleft  me,  that  the  emperor  feems  not  to  be  much 
grieved  for  the  death  of  his  fon,  the  Roman  king,  Per¬ 
haps  his  forrow  is  fo  great  that  it  cannot  find  a  vent. — 
Violent  and  uncommon  paffions  are  apt  to  fmother  with¬ 
in  the  heart,  whilft  only  fmaller  griefs  break  forth  ia 
tears. 
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It  was  a  memorable  faying  of  a  certain  king  of  Egypt, 
who  was  overcome  by  Cambyfes  the  Perfian  monarch, 
and  taken  captive,  with  all  his  children  ;  when  the  cruel 
•conqueror,  to  fport  himfelf  in  the  mifery  of  his  royal  prx- 
l'oners,  and  infult  over  the  vanquilhed  Egyptians,  firft 
caufed  the  daughter  of  the  captive  king  to  be  employed 
in  the  meaneft  offices  with  the  common  flaves  before  her 
father’s  face,  then  his  fon  to  be  bridled,  and  curbed  like 
a  horfe,  with  a  vaft  burden  tied  on  his  back  ;  at  both 
which  difmal  fpe&acles,  the  poor  Egyptian  monarch  (hed 
not  one  tear :  But  when  he  faw  one  that  had  formerly 
been  his  fervant  reduced  to  great  poverty,  he  wept  bit¬ 
terly.  Cambyfes  alking  him  the  reafon  why  he  feemed 
fo  infenfible  of  his  children’s  calamity,  and  yet  was  touch¬ 
ed  with  fo  tender  a  grief  for  the  misfortune  of  a  ftran- 
ger  ;  he  anfwered,  “  Son  of  Cyrus,  the  defolation  of  my 
family  affiidls  me  with  fo  profound  a  forrow,  that  no 
tears  can  exprefs  it ;  but  my  compaffion  to  this  diflreffed 
fervant  being  not  fo  violent,  eafily  breaks  forth  in  tears.” 

Nathan,  I  wiffi  thee  neither  extreme  joy  nor  grief,  for 
they  are  both  hurtful  to  the  heart. 

Paris,  ift  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 


III. — To  Mahummed,  Hodgia,  Venerable  Eremit  of  the 
Cave  replete  with  Wonders. 

w  hen  I  contemplate  thy  life,  fo  full  of  innocence,  and 
void  of  the  very  fhadow  of  vice,  I  am  like  a  ferpent 
roufed  from  his  fleep  by  a  breeze  of  cooler  wind,  or  the 
noife  of  a  traveller  on  the  road  ;  my  foul  ftarts,  and  un¬ 
folding  all  the  drowfy  curls  of  fcnfualitv,  ftretche:  itfelf 
at  full  length  ;  furprifed  and  afhamed  of  its  own  lethargy, 
it  fwiftly  retires  into  any  dark  corner  to  cover  itfelf  from 
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the  light  of  its  own  faculties,  and  from  the  brighter  re¬ 
flexions  of  thy  fpirit  which  penetrate  like  the  beams  or 
the  fun. 

I  do  not  prefently  curfe  myfelf,  the  hour  of  my  nati¬ 
vity,  my  friends  that  have  flattered  me  into  an  erroneous 
belief  of  my  own  virtue,  or  my  enemies  that  have  pro¬ 
voked  me,  and  by  various  trains  entangled  me  in  the  paths 
of  vice  ;  fuch  maledidion  only  becomes  the  mouth  of  a 
Jew,  or  a  libertine  ;  for  we  arrive  at  perfection,  not  by 
curfing  the  evil,  but  by  imitating  the  good. 

I  rather  blefs  the  hour  of  conjunction,  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  my  better  liars,  and  the  conftellatioas  of  a  more 
propitious  horofcope,  the  moment  when  I  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  touch  the  fand  before  thy  feet  with  my  lips  in 
that  fanCtuary  of  holinefs.  Oh,  thou  patron  of  good  in¬ 
tentions,  fincere  reformer  of  human  errors,  refulgent  pat¬ 
tern  of  the  pious,  glory  of  the  wife,  moll  excellent  of 
the  excellent,  phoenix  of  the  age  ! 

Praife  be  to  God,  the  firft  and  the  laft  ;  peace  to  the 
angels  who  Hand  round  his  throne,  and  to  the  prophets 
who  rejoice  in  his  prefence  ;  an  univerfal  jubilee  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Paradife  ;  an  eternal  felicity  to  the  faint 
of  the  defart  on  earth,  whole  foul  is  expanded  wide  as 
the  firmament. 

I  am  ravifhed,  and  full  of  eeftafies,  becaufe  there  is 
not  found  thy  equal  on  this  fide  the  clouds.  When  thou 
fha't  be  cropped  from  the  earth,  the  mirror  of  mortals, 
the  flower  of  human  nature  is  gone  ;  the  trees  of  the 
wildernefs  will  lament  thy  death,  by  whofe  prefence  they 
flourilhed,  and  brought  forth  their  fruit  in  due  feafon  ; 
at  thy  departure,  the  grafs  of  the  field  will  fade  and 
wither,  confcious  that  thy  merits  drew  down  the  rain 
and  dew  ofheaven,  to  render  Arabia  fertile  in  herbage. 

The  bealls  will  languifh  for  want  of  pafture,  and  mem 
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will  bewail  the  dearth  of  the  land,  knowing,  that  the  life 
of  the  juft  caufes  the  ground  to  produce  a  plenteous  har- 
veft. 

But  no  mourning  will  be  like  that  of  Mahmut,  who 
can  boaft  of  thy  particular  friendfliip,  and  in  lofing  thee 
will  be  as  if  he  were  deprived  of  the  light  of  the  fun,  or 
the  morning  air,  or  the  benefit  of  fire  and  water  ;  for  fo 
thy  favours  are  refrelhing  as  the  elements,  without  which 
we  cannot  live. 

Therefore,  as  eft  as  I  turn  my  face  to  the  city,  fancti- 
fied  by  the  birth  of  our  holy  Prophet,  I  fend  up  my 
vows  to  Heaven  for  thy  long  lire  ;  befeeching  God,  for 
the  univerfal  good  of  nature,  to  continue  the  man  on 
earth,  the  veftment  of  whofe  foul  is  compofed  of  rays 
darted  from  all  the  fortunate  ftars. 

Tell  me,  O  thou  holieft  of  the  holy  ones  in  the  Eaft, 
favourite  of  the  angels,  fecrct  friend  of  the  Eternal,  en- 
-voy  extraordinary  from  the  Omnipotent,  agent  incognito 
for  the  court  of  Heaven  ;  tell  me  by  what  chart  I  {hall 
fteer  my  courfe  through  this  life,  uncertain  as  the  fea, 
and  tofied  with  as  many  tempefts  I  find  in  myfelf  mani- 
fc  inclinations  to  virtue,  and  whatfoever  is  good  ;  yet  I 
ftill  miftake  the  methods  of  attaining  my  end.  I  would 
fain  be  perfectly  pious,  juft,  and  wile,  but  know  not  how 
to  compafs  my  defign.  One  event  or  other  ftill  fruftrates 
my  labour :  Either  a  friend  or  any  enemy,  a  relation  or 
a  ftranger,  cafualties  without,  or  mypafilons  within,  flop 
me  in  the  beginning,  or  the  midft  of  the  glorious  career, 
the  race  which  cannot  be  run  without  noble  agonies. 

Then  I  tajke  breath,  and  roufing  myfelf  with  frefli  vi¬ 
gours,  I  cheerfully  addrefs  to  the  combat  which  crowns 
the  victor  with  immortality :  My  courage  is  great,  my 
refolution  fixed,  at  the  firft  fetting  out ;  I  gain  ground 
on  a  fudden  5  the  wheels  of  my  chariot  are  for  a  time 
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like  thofe  of  the  fun,  whofe  momentary  advances  are  not 
perceived  by  mortals :  but  beiore  I  get  half  way  to  the 
meridian,  fome  unfkilful  phaeton,  an  erroneous  thought, 
or  a  giddy  pafiion,  overthrows  me  ;  either  old  habits,  or 
new  temptations,  hinder  me  from  gaining  the  prize  in  the 
Olympics  of  virtue. 

Thus  often  foiled,  I  retire  with  fhame  and  weaknefs ; 
and,  finding  no  redrefs  within,  I  fly  to  thee,  who  art 
created  a  diredtor  of  the  world. 

It  will  be  an  offence  to  make  repetitions,  and  afk  coun- 
fel  again  :  I  will  henceforth  endeavour  to  follow  thy  ex¬ 
ample,  which  is  certainly  the  molt  correct  rule  of  a  reli¬ 
gions  life.  But  then  I  cannot  ferve  the  Grand  Seignior 
in  this  poft.  Refclve  my  doubts.  Is  it  lawful  for  me 
to  abandon  my  duty,  and  retire  into  a  defart  ?  If  not,  I 
will  eredt  a  folitude  in  the  midlt  of  this  populous  city, 
and  build  an  hermitage  in  my  own  heart.  If  I  cannot 
arrive  at  the  perfection  I  aim  at,  I  will  at  leafh  endeavour 
to  be  as  good  as  I  can.  There  is  a  religious  dexterity,  by 
which  a  man  may,  in  the  midft  of  worldly  bufinefs,  make 
to  himfelf  paths  of  innocence,  and  walk  free  from  the 
general  contagion  of  mortals.  If  I  cannot  perform  any 
eminent  good,  I  will  take  care  to  abftain  from  enormous 
evils  ;  neither  will  I  commit  the  lealt  without  a  good  in¬ 
tention,.  which,  I  am  allured  by  the  mufti,  fometimes 
fandtifies  a  bad  action.  If  I  lie,  or  forfwear  myfelf,  it 
finall  be  to  ferve  my  great  mailer ;  if  I  diflemble  my  reli¬ 
gion,  and  counterfeit  a  Chrillian,  I  will  propofe  to  myfelf 
the  greater  advantage  of  the  muffulman  faith ;  Thus 
fome  higher  end  lhall  always  diredt  my  intention  and  per¬ 
formances. 

But  if  thou  flralt  tell  me,  after  all,  that  this  is  not  the 
way  to  paradife,  I  will  forfake  all  wordly  filtered:,  where¬ 
in  I  find  fo  many  entanglements,  and  take  up  my  refi- 
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dence  in  fome  humble  cave,  or  cleft  of  a  rock,  or  hollow 
of  a  tree,  where  I  will  fpend  the  reft  of  my  days  in  con¬ 
templating  the  Firft  Effence,  and  all  that  flows  from  it ; 
I  will  bid  a  final  adieu  to  this  perfidious  age,  to  the  vain 
generation  of  mortals  that  live  in  it,  to  whofe  converfe  I 
lhall  have  reafon  to  prefer  that  of  the  beafts,  who  are  far 
more  innocent,  and  lefs  debauched  than  men.  Even  lions 
and  tigers,  in  the  utmoft  fury  of  their  hunger,  abftain 
from  preying  on  thofe  of  their  own  kind  :  Man  is  the 
only  cannibal  who  devours  his  brother,  and  greedily  fwal- 
lows  down  the  blood  of  him  who  bears  the  fame  image 
as  himfelf. 

I  fpeak  not  of  the  ancient  Scythians,  Maffagetes,  or 
Tartars,  nor  of  the  more  modern  favages  in  America, 
who  fluffed  their  greedy  paunches  with  human  flelh: 
Their  barbarifin  has  crept,  by  tranfmigration,  into  the 
moft  civilized  empires  and  dates  ;  and  is  not  the  lefs  cruel 
becaufe  it  has  changed  its  form. 

Nor  do  I  tax  the  more  excufable  epicurifin  of  thofe 
who  ranfack  all  the  elements  for  dainties ;  whofe  tables  are 
loaded  with  the  flaughtered  carcafes  of  birds,  beafts  and 
fifties  ;  their  houfes  polluted  with  an  extravagant  profile 
lion  of  the  blood  of  thofe  creatures,  which  the  Eternal 
Mind  formed  to  live,  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  the  earth  as 
well  as  ourfelves. 

But  I  accufe  the  oppreffors  of  men,  thofe  cannibals  ia- 
difguife,  whofe  very  bread  is  mingled  with  the  marrow 
of  the  poor,  and  their  greater  delicacies  are  ragoos, 
compounded  of  the  blood  of  widows  and  orphans;  whilft 
they  ftarve  and  ruin  whole  families  to  fupport  a  needlefs 
grandeur,  a  momentary  pomp,  which  vanilhes  almoft  a* 
foon  as  it  appears. 

Yet  thefe  men  think  to  pacify  Heaven  by  building  mag¬ 
nificent  temples  and  oratories  j  by  entailing  their  e dates 
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to  convents  and  hofpitals ;  as  if  the  Omnipotent  were 
to  be  bribed,  or  took  pleafure  in  gifts,  which  are  but  the 
fruits  of  robbery  and  injuftice.  Can  the  facrifices  of  in¬ 
fidels  be  more  acceptable,  becaufe  they  are  made  on  al¬ 
tars  of  gold  ?  Or  even  the  prayers  of  muffulmans,  in  that 
they  are  breathed  out  in  mofques  built  of  the  fineft  mar¬ 
ble,  crufted  over  with  precious  ftones,  and  adorned  with 
carpets  and  hangings  of  the  richeft  tiffues  and  brocades  ? 
The  ancient  pagans  can  inftrudt  us  better. 

Thou  wilt  not  think  me  tedious  if  I  relate  a  paffage 
which  juft  comes  into  my  mind,  of  a  certain  great  man 
in  Afia,  who  poffeffed  vaft  herds  of  cattle,  and  was  ac- 
cuftomed  to  make  magnificent  oblations  to  the  gods. 
This  grandee  once  made  a  pilgrimage  to  Delphos,  fa¬ 
mous  in  thofe  days  for  the  oracle  of  Apollo.  He  car¬ 
ried  with  him  an  hundred  bulls,  whofe  horns  were  encliaf- 
ed  in  gold,  being  fpurred  on  with  extraordinary  devo¬ 
tion,  and  defigning  to  do  a  Angular  honour  to  the  god. 
When  he  arrived  at  the  place,  puffed  up  with  his  coftly 
prefents,  and  the  flatteries  of  his  attendants,  he  boldly 
approached  the  temple,  thinking  no  man  on  earth  more 
worthy  of  the  god’s  friendihip  than  himfelf ;  demanding 
of  the  Pythonefs  (for  fo  they  called  the  woman  who  per¬ 
formed  the  office  of  priefthood  there),  who,  among  all 
mortals,  made  the  moft  acceptable  facrifices,  and  depart¬ 
ed  with  the  greateft  bleffing  from  the  oracle  ?  (for  he 
prefumed  the  pre-eminence  would  be  granted  to  himfelf;) 
when  fhe  anfwered,  “  That  one  Clearchus,  of  Methy- 
drium,  was  the  moft  devout  and  dear  to  the  gods  of  all 
men.” 

Aftonilhed  above  meafure  at  this  unexpe&ed  reply,  the 
vain  bigot  refolved  to  find  out  this  man,  and  learn  of  him 
what  method  he  took  to  pleafe  the  divinity.  He  haftens 
therefore  to  Methydrium  ;  and  when  he  firft  came  with- 
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in  view  of  it,  he  defpifed  the  meannefs  of  the  place,  judg¬ 
ing  it  impoflible  that  one  man,  or  all  the  town,  could  be 
able  to  prefent  the  gods  with  more  magnificent  oblations 
than  he.  Having  found  out  Clearchus,  he  afked  him, 
“  What  facrifices  he  ufed  to  make  to  Apollo  ?”  To 
whom  Clearchus  replied,  “  I  am  a  poor  man,  and  when 
I  go  to  Delphos,  I  carry  neither  filver  nor  gold,  but  on¬ 
ly  a  balket  of  fruits,  the  belt  that  my  farm  affords,  which 
I  freely  offer  to  the  powers  which  govern  all  things,  and 
from  whom  I  receive  whatfoever  I  enjoy.  Moreover,  I 
keep  the  appointed  holy  days,  and  my  poorer  neighbours 
go  cheerful  from  my  table.  I  never  killed  any  thing  ; 
nor  have  I  done  to  another  that  which  I  would  not  have 
done  to  myfelf.  I  pray  to  Jupiter  every  morning  before 
the  fun  arifes,  and  at  night  when  he  goes  down.  I  keep 
myfelf  and  my  cottage  clean.  In  all  things  elfe  I  live 
like  the  beafts,  that  is,  according  to  nature.” 

Thou  w’ilt  perceive  by  this,  O  pious  Eremit,  that  fim- 
plicity  and  innocence  are  the  moft  acceptable  facrifices  to 
the  Supremely  Merciful ;  and  that  the  Moft  High  God 
takes  no  pleafure  in  the  fmerke  of  burnt  offerings,  or  the 
pompous  addreffes  of  the  great,  but  only  in  the  pure 
flames  of  a  devout  heart,  the  integrity  of  a  juft  man, 
void  of  deceit  and  guile. 

Thou,  illuftrious  Mahummed,  art  the  perfon  in  whom 
thefe  things  are  verified.  May  God  fhelter  thee  with  his 
mercies  to  the  hour  of  tranfmigration,  and  beyond  the 
laft  flight  of  time. 

Paris,  ift  of  the  Sth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 
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IV. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

Th  f.r.e  are  two  a&ions  which  take  up  all  the  difcourfe 
at  prefent :  One  is  the  fiege  of  Stenay,  a  ftrong  town  in 
Flanders,  before  which  the  French  army  is  newly  laid 
down  ;  the  other  is  the  inverting  of  Arras  by  the  Spa¬ 
niards. 

It  is  the  prefence  of  many  illuftrious  perfonages  that 
renders  both  thefe  lieges  confiderable.  In  the  French 
camp  are  prefent,  the  king,  Cardinal  Mazarini,  and  all 
the  grandees  of  the  court  :  In  the  Spanilh  are  Archduke 
Leopold,  the  Prince  of  Conde,  Francis  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain,  with  others  of  prime  quality. 

They  are  very  vigorous  on  both  fides  in  preffing  and 
defending  thefe  two  places,  as  if  the  fate  of  both  king¬ 
doms  were  now  at  ftake.  In  my  opinion,  France  runs 
the  greateft  hazard  ;  for,  if  the  Spaniards  rtiould  prove 
fuccefsful  in  what  it  is  faid  they  have  refolved  upon,  that 
is  the  relief  of  Stenay  ;  if  they  Ihonld  give  battle,  and 
get  the  victory,  a  way  would  be  open  for  them  to  pene¬ 
trate  into  the  bowels  of  France  ;  and  it  is  thought  many 
towns  in  this  kingdom  would  open  their  gates  to  them, 
whilft  the  Prince  of  Conde  is  at  the  head  of  their  army, 
who  does  all  things  in  the  name  of  the  French  king  : 
Even  his  rebellion  itfelf  is  mafqued  under  the  fpecious 
title,  “  Of  taking  up  arms  to  refcue  the  captive  king 
from  the  hands  of  Mazarini  and  his  adherents  A  pret¬ 
ty  way  of  feducing  the  people  from  their  obedience.  The 
Parifians,  and  indeed  all  the  French,  are  divided  into  ca¬ 
bals  and  parties,  fome  efpoufing  the  Prince  of  Conde’s 
intereft,  whilft  others  manifeft  an  incorruptible  loyalty  to 
their  fovereign.  I  approve  the  morals  of  the  latter,  yet 
privately  rejoice  at  the  treafons  of  the  former,  wifiiing 
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their  inteftine  quarrels  may  continue  till  the  day  of  the 
earthquake. 

Eliachim  the  Jew  fellows  the  court,  which  rather 
ought  now  to  be  called  the  camp  :  His  private  affairs 
call  him  that  way  :  from  him  I  receive  frequent  advice 
of  the  moft  important  matters  in  that  theatre  of  war. 
He  informs  me,  that  the  King  of  France’s  prefence  in 
the  fiege  of  Stenay,  infpires  his  foldiers  with  more  than 
ordinary  vigour,  and  that  he  fhows  daily  proofs  of  an 
extraordinary  courage.  He  was  one  whole  night  on 
horfeback,  giving  orders,  and  directing  his  engineers ; 
next  morning  he  fent  a  fummons  to  the  governor,  who 
made  a  ftout  reply5  being  refolved  to  hold  out  to  the  lafl 
extremity,  and  therefore  fallied  out  of  the  town  with  a 
party  of  refolute  men,  who  killed  Hear  four  thoufand  of 
the  befiegers. 

But,  alas,  thefe  infidels  are  only  flout  whilfl  well  fed, 
not  knowing  what  it  is  to  endure  the  rigours  of  famine, 
and  other  intolerable  hardfhips.  In  all  the  weftern  hi- 
ftories  they  cannot  match  the  bravery  of  a  garrifon  in  the 
impregnable  fortrefs  of  Merdin,  famous  in  our  annals  for 
fuftaining  a  feven  years  fiege,  where  the  mighty  Timur-* 
leng  lay  before  it  with  his  invincible  army.  That  fcourge 
of  Heaven,  to  terrify  the  befieged,  and  give  them  an  ear¬ 
ned;  of  his  refolution,  caufed  all  the  old  trees  round  about 
this  place  to  be  cut  down,  and  young  ones  to  be  planted 
in  far  greater  numbers  ;  declaring,  at  the  fame  time, 
“  that  he  would  not  raife  the  fiege  till  thofe  trees  fhould 
be  mature  enough  to  bear  fruit.”  Wires  that  time  came, 
he  fent  a  prefent  of  the  fruits  to  the  governor  of  the 
garrifon,  as  likewife  of  mutton,  with  this  meflage,  “  That 
he  took  pity  on  fo  brave  a  man,  fearing  left  he  fhould 
f.arve  for  want  of  neceffaries.” 

As  foon  as  the  governor  had  received  thefe  prefents. 
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turning  to  tlie  meffenger,  he  fuid,  “  Go  tell  thy  maker, 
I  thank  him  for  his  prefent  of  fruits ;  but  for  the  flefh 
we  (hall  have  no  occafion,  fo  long  as  our  ewes  afford  us 
milk  enough  to  fukain  the  whole  garrifon  ;  and  that  thy 
maker  may  be  affured  we  are  not  in  want  of  that,  I  will 
fend  him  a  prefent  of  cheefes  made  of  the  fame.”  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  commanded  four  cheefes  to  be  delivered  to 
the  meffenger,  which,  when  Timurleng  faw,  and  had 
heard  the  words  of  the  governor,  he  defpaired  of  redu¬ 
cing  that  place,  though  he  had  lain  before  it  feven  years, 
wanting  only  two  moons.  But  had  he  underkood  what 
fcrt  of  cheefes  thefe  were,  he  would  no  doubt  have 
changed  his  refolution  ;  for  it  feems  they  were  made  of 
the  milk  of  bitches,  and  were  the  very  laft  fuftenance 
the  garifon  had,  except  the  flefh  itfelf  of  thofc  unclean 
animals. 

Believe  me,  fage  miniker,  fuch  examples  of  patience 
and  fortitude  are  very  rare  ;  and  this  was  the  more  re¬ 
markable,  in  that  it  was  the  firk  place  where  that  invin¬ 
cible  general  had  met  with  a  repulfe. 

Paris,  lit  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 


V. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

1  his  is  the  anniverfary  day  of  my  nativity,  which  I  ce* 
lebrate  not,  as  others  do  on  fuch  an  occafion,  with  mirth 
and  revelling,  with  mufic  and  forigs  ;  my  chamber  is  not 
perfumed  with  the  incenfe  of  Arabia,  nor  with  any  ex¬ 
traordinary  odours  ;  neither  is  it  adorned  with  flowers, 
laurel,  or  the  branches  of  green  trees  :  I  am  not  at  the 
expence  of  cokly  oils,  to  burn  in  a  multitude  of  lamps, 
and  make  joyful  illuminations,  as  at  a  feak.  Such  pomp¬ 
ous  vanity  I  leave  to  thofc,  who  perhaps  have  more  rsa- 
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fon  to  be  merry  in  this  life  than  the  thoughtful  and  pen- 
five  Mahmut  can  find  out. 

On  the  other  fide,  I  fpend  not  this  day  in  extreme  and 
fruitlefs  mourning  ;  but,  retaining  an  indifference  of  mind, 
I  confecrate  it  to  the  fervice  of  my  reafon  and  contem¬ 
plation,  which  are  the  only  things  confiderable  in  mortal 
man. 

From  the  minute  that  I  firft  awaked  this  morning,  I 
have  been  pondering  on  myfelf  and  human  nature :  I 
fuffered  my  anxious  thoughts  to  ftart  back  beyond  the 
hour  of  my  birth,  refiedling  on  the  imprifonment  I  fuf¬ 
fered  in  my  mother’s  womb,  which  yet  I  cannot  in  the 
leaft  remember.  And  this  is  the  cafe  of  all  men.  We 
know  not  how  we  came  into  this  open  world  of  light 
from  that  region  of  darknefs,  nor  that  ever  we  were  fo 
fhut  up,  but  as  we  are  told  by  our  parents  ;  and  common 
experience  confirms  us,  that  this  is  the  lot  of  all  mortals. 
How  then  {hall  we  be  able  to  difeover  what  ilate  we  were 
in  before  our  conception  ?  Whether  we  were  in  the  rank 
of  things  which  have  exigence,  or  whether  we  were  not 
hid  in  the  womb  of  nothing  ?  I  tell  thee,  this  thought 
has  filled  me  with  great  inquietudes :  I  am  relllefs  to 
know  my  own  original ;  I  would  fain  be  informed,  if  that 
which  they  call  the  foul  be  a  fubilance  diftindl  from  the 
body,  or  only  the  finer  part  of  matter,  a  quir.tcfience  of 
the  elements :  If  it  be  diftindl,  as  I  have  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  it  would  be  a  Angular  happiuefs  to  be  fatisfied 
where  it  was  before  united  to  this  machine  of  fleflr  and 
bones,  and  whether  that  union  be  voluntary  or  forced  ; 
for  I  mull  profefs  myfelf  to  be  altogether  in  the  dark  as 
to  thefe  ferutinies  :  fometimes  I  join  with  the  Platonitls, 
and  conclude  all  human  fouls  to  be  particles  of  the  divine 
nature,  beams  of  the  eternal  fun  ;  and  that  though  our 
light  be  now  obfeured  and  veiled  under  this  cloud  of 
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earthly  matter,  yet  we  have  formerly  fhined  with  an  un- 
diminiflied  fplendour,  when  only  embodied  in  the  clearer 
air,  or  more  refined  fubftance  of  the  fky.  Perhaps,  think 
I,  for  fome  errors  committed  in  that  fuperior  Hate,  we 
are  fent  down  into  thefe  bodies,  as  into  prifons,  for  our 
punilhment  ;  then  I  am  vexed  at  the  fatal  dulnefs  of  my 
memory,  that  retains  no  idea  of  my  pall  condition. 

At  other  times  (for  like  all  mortals  I  am  fubjedl  to 
change)  I  embrace  the  doctrines  of  Pythagoras,  which 
thou  knoweft  are  generally  entertained  all  over  the  Eaft  ; 
and  believing  the  tranfmigration  of  fouls  from  one  living 
creature  to  another,  I  cannot  be  certain  but  that  I  have 
been  an  elephant,  a  camel,  or  a  horfe,  or  perhaps  fome 
more  contemptible  animal ;  and,  for  ought  I  know,  I 
have  undergone  all  the  various  kinds  of  metamorphofis 
that  ever  Ovid  mentioned. 

However,  he  it  how  it  will,  I  fee  no  grounds  to  make 
any  extravagant  folemnity  on  the  account  of  my  being 
born  to  what  I  am  now7,  that  is,  a  man  ;  for  I  think  we 
are  the  only  fpeclacles  of  folly  and  mifery  among  all  the 
creatures  of  God. 

We  boaft  of  arts  and  fciences,  yet  the  wifeft  of  mor¬ 
tals  are  always  molt  fenfible,  that  they  know  nothing. 
One  man  builds  a  (lately  houfe,  a  place  of  repofe  and  re¬ 
fuge  for  hjmfelf  and  his  family  ;  another  comes  and  pulls 
it  down,  demolilhing  the  only  (landi  .g  monument  of  his 
brother’s  prudence,  or  rather  of  his  folly,  who  perhaps 
confirmed  the  greateft  part  of  his  eltate  in  that  coftly  fa¬ 
bric  ;  whereas,  among  all  his  fciences,  had  he  but  learn¬ 
ed  to  know  himself,  an  humble  convenient  cottage 
would  have  ferved  his  necefiities  during  this  fhort  life, 
and  fo  he  might  have  avoided  the  firoke  of  envy. 

I  tell  thee,  my  friend,  I  cannot  build  altars  to  Fortune, 
nor  adore  the  external  pageantry  of  the  rich  and  great. 


20  LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY  Vol.  V. 

I  equally  hate  to  be  flattered  myfelf,  as  thoie  are  who  in¬ 
vite  their  friends  to  folemnize  their  birth-day. 

Yet,  in  thus  contemning  external  honour,  I  do  the 
greateil  reverence  to  myfelf,  whilft  I  preferve  my  reafos 
free  from  being  violated  or  profaned  by  foolilh  cuftoms. 

Paris,  ift  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 


VI. — To  the  Selictar.  Aga,  or  Sword-Bearer  to  the 
Grand  Seignior. 

— 1  * 

Dometime  s  we  feem  to  be  afleep  here  in  this  city  for 
want  of  news  ;  but  of  late  we  have  been  roufed  by  poll 
upon  poll,  fome  bringing  intelligence  of  the  furrender  of 
Stenay  to  the  French  king,  others  of  the  revolt  of  Bar¬ 
celona  from  the  Spaniards  :  But  that  which  is  of  frelheft 
date,  and  for  which  all  the  flreets  of  Paris  are  this  night 
illuminated  with  bonefires,  is  the  relief  of  Arras,  where 
the  French  have  obtained  a  glorious  vidlory.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  the  dead  is  not  yet  known,  but  faid  to  be  very 
great  ;  and  it  is  certain  the  vidlors  have  taken  above  fe- 
ven  thoufand  prifoners,  fixty  cannon,  five  thoufand  wag¬ 
gons,  an  equal  number  of  horfes,  with  all  the  plate  and 
rich  furniture  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  Archduke  Leo¬ 
pold,  Francis  of  Lorrain,  and  the  other  grandees  of  the 
Spanijh  army.  In  fine,  the  French  are  mailers  of  the 
town,  and  of  the  field,  and  all  Flanders  appears  now  too 
little  to  hold  them. 

Thefe  continual  fucceffes  redound  much  to  the  efta- 
blifbment  of  Cardinal  Mazarini,  who  now  feems  above 
the  ilroke  of  misfortune  or  ira’ice.  Yet  no  man  can  call 
himfelf  happy  till  the  hour  of  his  death,  which  alone  re- 
leafes  us  from  all  human  miferies. 
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Some  days  ago,  I  received  a  letter  from  Nathan  Ben 
Saddi,  which  informs  me  of  the  death  of  the  Roman 
king,  and  of  feveral  prodigies  which  were  feen  before, 
and  about  the  time  of  his  departure.* 

When  he  was  firft  taken  Tick,  there  arofe  a  violent 
tempeft  of  wind,  which  blew  down  the  crofs  from  one  of 
their  churches :  After  this  followed  a  terrible  earthquake, 
that  Ihook  the  whole  city,  threatening  to  remove  its 
foundations  :  Moreover,  an  old  eagle,  a  domeftic  of  the 
Imperial  palace,  and  that  had  lived  there  many  years,  took 
wing  the  day  before  the  king’s  ficknefs,  and  ^lew  quite 
away  :  Then  the  bells  of  the  Imperial  chapel  rung  thrice 
of  their  own  accord  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  hours.  Thus 
far  the  Jew  allures  me  is  true.  There  are  additional  re¬ 
ports  of  ftrange  apparitions  that  were  feen  about  Vienna 
during  the  ficknefs  of  this  prince  ;  as  of  a  funeral  pro. 
cefiion  after  midnight,  through  the  courts  of  the  palace, 
and  of  a  fhower  of  warm  blood  that  fell  at  noon-day  in 
the  ftreets  of  that  city.  But  thefe  I  have  only  from  the, 
mouth  of  common  fame,  which  thou  knowell  does  not 
always  fpeak  truth. 

I  defire  thee,  and  all  the  minifters,  to  make  a  diftine- 
tion  between  thofe  paflages  which  I  afcertain,  and  the 
doubtful  relations  of  the  multitude  :  In  thefe  cafes,  men 
are  prone  to  fuperftition,  and  love  to  be  the  authors  of 
portentous  news  ;  but  thou  mayell  believe  what  the  Jew 
relates,  for  he  never  affefts  to  be  fabulous. 

It  would  tempt  one  to  alk,  What  ftrange  hidden  power 
produces  thofe  unufual  figns  ?  Whether  we  mortals  are 
under  the  cuftody  of  invifible  beings,  who  teach  the  ele¬ 
ments  and  other  creatures  to  utter  the  future  events  of 
fate  ;  or  whether  all  thefe  things  which  appear  fo  ftrange 
and  furprifing  be  not  mere  cafualties,  accidents  of  nature 
happening  of  courfe,  and  only  made  remarkable  by  their 
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timing  ?  Who  knows  but  that  the  voluntary  ringing  of 
bells  might  proceed  from  the  motion  of  the  tower  where 
they  hung  during  the  earthquake  ?  or,  why  need  we  won- 
der  that  a  crofs  or  a  crefcent  fhould  be  blown  down  from 
the  top  of  a  high  minaret  by  a  violent  tempeft  of  wind  ? 

Thefe  things  appear  to  me  as  natural  as  for  the  rain  to 
lodge  all  the  corn  in  the  fields,  or  for  a  ftorm  to  tear  up 
trees  by  the  roots,  overturn  houfes,  and  commit  a  thou- 
fand  other  violences  ;  neither  do  I  perceive  any  thing 
worth  admiration  in  the  flight  of  the  eagle ;  perhaps 
fome  royal  caprice  fprung  in  the  head  of  that  king  of 
birds,  which  he  never  felt  before.  There  is  nothing  of 
prodigy  in  all  this,  but  only  becaufe  it  happened  at  fuen 
a  critical  jpnCture :  Had  it  been  at  another  time,  nobo¬ 
dy  perhaps  would  have  taken  notice  of  it,  any  more  than 
they  do  of  earthquakes  at  Naples,  which  are  common  in 
that  country,  where  the  earth  is  very  hollow,  being  made 
fo  by  veins  of  continual  burning  fulphur :  They  have 
felt  ieveral  in  that  kingdom  within  thefe  two  moons,  as 
alfo  at  Rome  ;  but  no  great  hurt  has  been  done. 

Nathan  informs  me  alfo,  that  the  Venetian  ambaffador 
at  Vienna  has  diftributed  great  fums  of  money  in  token 
of  his  joy  for  the  late  victory  that  republic  obtained 
againft  the  muffulmans.  This  appears  to  me  a  real  pro¬ 
digy,  that  the  Ottomans,  who  are  invincible  by  land,  yet 

ft  ill  come  off  with  lofs  at  fea. 

Queen  Chriftina  of  Sweden  is  expected  here  ere  long  : 
She  came  to  Antwerp  in  the  habit  of  a  man,  which  oc- 
fiona  variety  of  cenfure8.  The  French  call  her  the  learn¬ 
ed  Amazon,  {he  being  well  verfed  in  many  languages  and 
fcienCes  ;  they  extol  her  virtues  and  perfections,  ftyling 
her  the  phoenix  of  this  age.  All  the  weftern  Nazar eneS 
are  devout  admirers  of  women  ;  and  one  of  their  famous 
{ages,  whom  they  call  Henry  Cornelius  Agrippa,  wrote 
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a  ft  1 2  it  treatife  in  praife  cf  that  its,  wherein  he  tr.Cz a- 
vours  to  prove,  that  they  2re  mere  excellent  and  nobic 
creatures  than  men.  But  he  would  find  few  prcfelytes 
in  the  Eaft. 

It  is  certain  there  have  been  very  famous  women  in  all 
ages,  and  it  would  be  enw  :n  men  to  deny  them  their 
due  praife  :  Such  was  Dido  Queen  of  Carthage,  the  Ro¬ 
man  Lucrctia,  the  Sybil?,  Theana,  Pythagoras’s  wife, 
with  his  daughter  Dama,  Sappho  the  poetcls  ;  w::h  in¬ 
numerable  others,  both  of  Eaft  and  Well,  renowned  for 
their  virtue,  learning,  or  valour  in  the  wars  :  But  it  does 
not  follow,  that  they  therefore  impels  men. 

Let  us  keep  the  rank  in  which  God  and  Nature  have 
placed  us,  without  being  charliih  or  effeminate  ;  and  this 
is  the  bed  way  to  get  and  retain  the  eiheem  of  that  nice 
fen,  who  hate  a  down,  and  deiphe  a  dotard. 

Paris  30th  of  the  Sth  Moon,  o:  tie  Year  iSf 4. 


VII. —  To  PiSTELi  Halt,  hi:  Brother,  Hajbr  of  tie 
Cuf.yms  ci  C onf  jm..: r.: the. 

T  hoc  art  he  to  whom  I  can  tmraalk  :  With  others  I 
converge  (like  our  women  in  Turkey  )  under  a  veil.  When 
I  write  to  the  grandees  of  the  I*orte,  it  is  necefihry  far 
me  to  diEemble  many  things,  and  to  feign  feme  that  I 
may  be  credited  in  others,  and  not  be  fufpeeted  in  ail. 
But  with  thee  I  ufe  no  artifice  or  cifguTe  :  thou  had  a 
kind  of  natural  right  to  my  iecret  thoughts  beyond  the 
claim  of  a  brother.  I  owe  thee  an  entire  confidence  cn 
the  icore  of  friecd'hio,  and  I  ieem  to  wroag  mvfeii  when 
I  conceal  mv  at.; 'merits  from  thee  :  tor,  betides  the  tie 
of  blood,  we  were  partners  together  in  the  adventures  of 
youth,  and  the  mutual  good  offices  that  pad  between  us, 
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fattened  our  affe&ions  with  ftroncrer  bands  than  thofe  of 

O 

our  birth.  Nor  were  we  fo  unhappy  as  to  fuffer  the 
little  youthful  emulations,  which  are  common  between 
fons  of  the  fame  mother,  to  ftifle  the  more  folid  and  ge¬ 
nerous  efforts  of  real  love  :  Our  friendfhip  grew  up  with 
our  years,  cemented  by  intereft  as  well  as ‘affection,  and  I 
efteem  Pefteli  but  myfelf  in  another  figure.  If  thou  hall 
the  fame  regard  to  me,  I  am  happy :  Let  us  continue  to 
cherifh  this  noble  pafiion :  the  leaft  coldnefs  or  referve 
now,  would  appear  to  me  more  hateful  than  a  divorce, 
mofe  terrible  than  death. 

It  is  but  reafonable,  that  among  the  many  fervices  our 
great  matter  claims  at  our  hands,  we  fhould  employ  fome 
of  our  time  and  care  on  ourfelves.  We  owe  the  fultan 
much,  but  both  he  and  we  owe  Nature  more,  without 
whofe  bounty  and  providence,  we  had  never  had  the  honour, 
nor  he  the  profit  of  our  being  in  his  debt.  He  is  more 
deeply  engaged  in  Fortune’s  tally  than  we,  but  in  the 
accounts  of  Nature  we  are  all  equal :  fire  is  the  univerfal 
creditor  of  mankind  ;  we '  are  indebted  to  her  for  all  we 
have  ;  yet,  metliinks,  nothing  fo  much  enhances  our  fcore 
as  the  ill-menage  of  Time,  in  that  we  ftill  run  in  ar¬ 
rears,  whilft  the  liafty  minutes  poft  forward,  never  to  be 
revoked ;  and  yet  we  neither  lay  hold  on  them  in  their 
flight,  nor  fo  much  as  imprint  on  any  of  them  the  leaft 
tranfient  mark  of  virtue  or  wifdom.  Thus  our  lives  Aide 
away  without  profit,  till  the  laft  fand  tells  us,  “  We  are 
bankrupts ;  Nature  will  not  truft  us  with  a  moment 
longer.” 

It  is  time,  therefore,  dear  brother,  for  thee  and  me  to 
look  about  us  ;  and  fince  it  is  impofiible  for  us  to  make  a 
full  payment,  let  us  at  leaft  compound  with  Nature,  and, 
getting  an  acquittance  for  what  is  paft  and  irrecoverable, 
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let  us  be  fure  to  cancel  the  remaining  part  of  the  fcore 
by  a  wife  improvement  of  every  minute. 

Think  not  that  Mahmut  is  perfuading  thee  to  turn 
dervife,  or  to  bellow  all  thy  time  in  prayers ;  fuch  rigor¬ 
ous  devotion  is  not  confillent  with  the  life  of  a  man  in 
thy  Ration.  But  permit  me,  dear  Pelteli,  to  counfel  thee 
not  to  build  altars  to  Fortune,  and  confecrate  all  thy  va¬ 
cant  hours  to  her  fervice.  I  am  told,  thou  art  grown  a 
great  gamefter,  not  only  at  the  polemic  traverfes  of  chefs, 
but  alfo  at  plays  of  hazard  :  the  former  of  the  two  is  the 
moft  innocent,  yet  it  is  too  intricate  and  puzzling,  de- 
ferves  the  name  of  bufinefs  rather  than  of  recreation  ;  it 
commits  a  rape  on  the  mind,  whilil  it  requires  as  much 
attention  and  abftradtednefs  of  thought  as  would  ferve  to 
trace  out  the  condudl  of  a  battle  or  a  liege  :  but  the  lat¬ 
ter  have  a  far  worfe  influence  on  our  paffior.s,  by  excit¬ 
ing  us  to  immoderate  defire,  hope,  joy,  and  grief,  for 
mere  trifles,  the  uncertain  products  of  chance ;  there¬ 
fore  are  they  forbidden  by  our  holy  prophet ;  and  it  is 
not  to  be  numbered  among  the  commendations  of  a  muf- 
fulman,  to  be  dexterous  at  managing  the  cards  or  dice. 

When  thou  art  difpofed  to  unbend  thy  mind,  X  would 
rather  counfel  thee  to  ufe  fome  healthful  exercife,  fuch  as 
may  ventilate  thy  melancholy  blood.  Our  fathers  were 
wont,  at  fuch  times,  to  divert  themfelves  with  bows  and 
arrows,  hunting,  wreftling,  and  the  like  manly  paftimes  ; 
thus  making  their  private  recreations  fubfervient  to  the 
public,  whilil  they  fported  themfelves  into  the  difeipline 
of  war,  and  inured  their  bodies  to  labour,  even  at  thofe 
hours  when  their  minds  fought  reft. 

What  though  Claudius  Csefar  devoted  himfelf  to  gam¬ 
ing  with  dice,  and  wrote  a  book  in  praife  of  his  folly  ! 
What  though  Domitian  the  Emperor,  and  Theodoriqk, 
King  of  the  Goths,  fpent  whole  nights  and  days  in  this 
Voi.  V.  g 
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unprofitable  play  !  Thou  haft  not  read  or  heard  of  ftich 
examples  among  the  renowned  fons  of  Ottoman.  Our 
glorious  fultans  were  never  vacant  to  thefe  fooleries ;  and, 
if  they  had,  their  practice  cannot  juftify  a  fubjeCt’s  imita¬ 
tion.  Neither  wouldft  thou  be  fo  ir.  love  with  gaming 
didft  thou  confider  what  unhappy  deftinies  have  common¬ 
ly  attended  the  votaries  of  Fortune  ;  whole  eftates  have 
been  fquandered  away  at  dice  in  a  night,  families  ruined, 
and  the  gamefter  himfelf  imprifoned  in  the  morning  ;  he 
that  yefterday  was  mafter  of  great  poffeffions,  and  a  com¬ 
panion  for  princes,  by  the  effects  of  this  accurfed  vanity, 
has  bereaved  himfelf  of  all,  and  is  to-day  become  the 
i'corn  of  beggars. 

The  Chinefe  are  fo  bewitched  with  love  of  gaming, 
that  when  they  have  loft  all  their  flakes  they  will  pawn 
themfelves,  their  wives  and  children  ;  which,  if  the  for¬ 
tune  of  the  dice  run  againft  them,  become  all  bond-flaves 
to  the  winner.  Here  is  a  dervife  in  this  city,  of  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  Jefuits,  who  lately  came  from  China  :  Among 
other  learned  men,  I  fometimes  converfe  with  him  :  He 
relates  many  pretty  paffages  of  that  people,  but  one  is 
tragical,  whereof  he  himfelf  was  an  eye  witnefs. 

He  fays,  that  in  the  province  of  Queintong,  a  certain 
nobleman  who  had  ferved  in  the  wars,  and  acquired  great 
fame  and  honour,  was  envied  by  one  of  his  neighbours, 
who  likewife  had  been  a  captain,  and  much  in  favour  at 
the  court  :  Their  emulations  carried  them  to  many  ill 
offices,  and  at  laft  to  open  defiance.  The  emperor  being 
made  fenfible  of  the  hatred  that  was  between  thefe  two 
officers,  and  being  unwilling  their  fury  fhould  precipitate 
them  to  the  ruin  of  each  other,  became  himfcdf  an  arbi¬ 
trator  of  their  quarrel ;  laying  his  commands  on  them  to 
embrace  and  eat  together,  which  is  an  affured  token  of 
reconciliation  and  friendlhip  in  that  country.  They 
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obeyed  the  will  of  their  fovereign  ;  but  fitting  up  late 
one  night  at  dice,  it  was  the  captain’s  ill  fortune  to  lofe 
all  he  had  to  the  nobleman  :  Mad  at  his  unlucky  chance, 
and  in  hopes  to  retrieve  his  lofs,  he  fends  for  his  wife  and 
three  young  fons,  whom,  with  himfelf,  he  pawned  to  the 
nobleman  for  a  confiderable  fum  of  money,  and  falls  afrefli 
to  play  :  But  Fate  was  his  enemy  ;  he  loft  all ; — where¬ 
upon,  in  defpair,  he  ftabs  his  wife  and  three  children, 
and  laftly  falls  on  his  own  fword  ;  glorying  that  he  and 
his  family  fhould  thus  efcape  a  hated  captivity  to  his  old 
enemy. 

Tell  me,  dear  Pefteli,  hadft  thou  feen  this  tragedy, 
would  it  not  have  made  thee  refolve  againft  gaming  during 
thy  life?  Affuredly,  our  holy  prophet  frowns  from  his  pa- 
radife  on  thofe  who  violate  his  laws:  He  knew  our  paffions, 
and  which  were  the  molt  dangerous  ;  therefore  he  pro¬ 
hibited  fuch  things  as  are  moft  likely  to  betray  us  to  vio¬ 
lence,  and  an  incurable  diforder.  If  thou  wilt  acquit  thy- 
felf  a  good  muffulman,  thou  muft  not  leap  over  thefe  pro¬ 
hibitions,  accounting  them  fmall  and  indifferent  trifles. 
Remember  the  faying  of  the  holy  dodlor,  and  leader  of 
the  muffulman  armies,  the  chafte  Gfman,  “  A  little  fpark 
will  fet  a  whole  city  on  fire.”  And  the  Roman  fatirift 
has  obferved,  “  That  no  man  becomes  wicked  all  at 
once.”  Think  then  with  thyfelf,  it  is  for  this  reafon.  the 
meffenger  of  God  has  forbid  gaming  to  the  true  faithful, 
not  as  a  thing  in  itfelf  naturally  evil,  but  only  morally  fo, 
as  it  is  a  ftep  to  the  greateft  vices ;  for  whilft  we  cap¬ 
tivate  ourfelvcs  to  chance,  we  lofe  our  authority  over  our 
paffions ;  we  ftand  or  fall  at  the  uncertain  call  of  the 
dice  ;  we  are  flaves  to  the  feebleft  wifhes,  which,  if  they 
fucceed  not,  we  grow  furious,  profligate,  and  impious ; 
banilhing  all  prudence,  temperance,  and  juftice,  we  be¬ 
come  impudent,  and  fit  for  the  blackeft  crimes. 
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Take  not  in  ill  part  the  wholefome  admonition  of  a 
brother,  who  manifefts  his  love  in  thus  reproving  thee 
without  flattery.  Ufe  the  fame  freedom  when  thou  heareft 
I  am  guilty  of  any  unnecefTary  vice  ;  for  the  public  fer- 
vice  turns  forne  vices  into  virtues. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 


VIII. —  To  the  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire. 

I  believe  thou  haft  a  mind  to  try  my  temper,  to  make 
an  experiment  upon  me,  and  fee  whether  I  am  proof  a- 
gainft  thy  anger  ;  elfe,  why  fhould  Kenan  Baffa’s  bufi- 
nefs  be  revived  again,  after  it  had  been  buried  above  thefe 
four  years  ?  I  examine  not  what  mighty  intereft  thou  haft 
in  that  officer,  that  thou  afrefh  efpoafefl  his  old  quarrel, 
as  if  it  were  thy  own.  Thy  affairs  are  beft  known  to 
thyfelf.  But  let  me  tell  thee,  it  will  not  redound  much 
to  thy  credit  to  be  found  partial.  I  honour  thee  with  all 
the  devoir  that  is  due  to  a  minifter  in  thy  ftation,  and 
with  fomething  more  ;  for  the  efteem  a  man  has  for  his 
friend,  is  fmgular,  and  beyond  ceremonies  ;  but  ftill  he 
owes  fome  regard  to  himfelf.  Self-prefervatios  is  rooted 
pa  the  centre  of  our  nature,  and  few  will  be  knowingly 
complaifant  to  their  ruin.  I  am  puzzled  what  to  think, 
or  how  to  write,  thy  laft  letter  has  put  my  mind  into  fuch 
a  hurly-burly  :  A  thoufand  imaginations,  like  whirlwinds, 
tear  up  my  moft  folid  thoughts  by  the  roots  :  I  am  in  as 
wild  a  condition  as  a  man  in  an  earthquake,  leaping  this 
way  and  that  way,  yet  knows  not  where  to  fix  his  foot 
in  fafety. 

If  I  perfevere  in  calling  thee  friend,  perhaps  thou  wilt 
accufe  me  of  prefumption  ;  if  I  change  my  ftyle,  and  fup- 
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pofe  thee  under  another  character,  ingratitude  will  be  laid 
to  my  charge  ;  to  vindicate  my  aftions  will  be  interpreted 
obftinacy,  and  to  own  myfelf  in  the  fault  will  be  counted 
weaknefs  ;  nay,  all  the  world  will  call  me  fool,  in  con¬ 
demning  myfelf  for  things  whereof  I  never  was  guilty. 
What  ihall  I  do  in  this  cafe  ?  I  am  naturally  thoughtful 
and  melancholy  ;  the  words  that  fpring  from  refentment 
cleave  fad;  to  my  mind,  and  breed  a  thoufand  inferences  ; 
my  bufy  apprehenlion  extradls  menaces  out  of  the  moft 
artificial  expreffions ;  I  look  on  myfelf  as  marked  out  for 
a  facrifice  one  time  or  other.  The  will  of  deftiny  be  done, 
early  or  late  ;  I  will  not  go  out  of  my  road  to  avoid  it ; 
fince  it  is  but  ill  hufbandry  of  time,  to  borrow  it  from  the 
ineffable  joys  of  paradife,  to  multiply  a  few  days  or  years 
of  a  miferable  life  on  earth. 

As  for  the  Treafurer,  and  the  reft  of  my  accufers,  let 
them  know  that  I  will  perfevere  in  doing  my  duty  to  the 
grand  Seignior,  without  warping  to  the  right  hand  or  to 
the  left,  for  fear  or  favour. 

But  if  my  private  agency  in  thefe  parts  meets  with 
rubs  and  checks  for  want  of  money,  let  the  blame  reft  on 
thofe  whole  charge  it  is  to  l'upply  me  with  what  is  necef- 
fary  for  a  man  in  my  ftation  ;  for  henceforward  Mahmut 
will  be  reproached  no  more  for  demanding  his  penfion. 

Think  not  it  is  an  eafy  thing  for  a  man  to  be  always  a 
counterfeit,  and  never  to  have  his  mind  unbent ;  to  aft 
two  contrary  parts  at  the  fame  time  ;  to  be  true  ancU 
falfe  ;  a  muffulman  and  fervant  of  the  Grand  Seignior  in 
reality  ;  a  Chriftian  and  fubjedl  of  France  in  appearance. 
My  foul  is  perpetually  ftretched  upon  the  rack  of  watch, 
ful  thoughts,  and  bufy  invention,  left  by  fome  improvi¬ 
dent  word  or  deed,  my  difguife  Ihould  fall  off,  and  I  ap¬ 
pear  in  my  naked  colours. 
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It  is  but  reafon,  therefore,  that  whilft  this  vail  folici- 
tude  takes  up  all  my  faculties,  the  care  of  my  fubfitlence 
should  reft  on  thofe  who  employ  me.  Let  not  the  mini- 
fters  of  the  Benign  Porte  be  peevilh  at  me  without  a 
caufe ;  for  I  imprecate,  ferene  grandee,  that  God  would 
Split  my  foul  into  ten  thoufand  immortal  fplinters,  if  ever 
I  betray  my  truft.  But  needlefs  fufpieion  would  tempt 
a  man  to  treachery. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 


IX. — To  the  Venerable  Mufti. 

T he  pope  has  been  fick  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  it 
is  now  ftrongly  reported  he  is  dead.  They  talk  of  an 
exprefs  that  is  come  to  the  chancellor  of  France,  to  cer¬ 
tify  him  of  it,  and  to  confult  about  the  next  eledlion  -T 
but  this  is  not  credited  here,  being  only  looked  upon  as 
a  Roman  or  Spanifh  artifice,  to  found  the  inclinations  of 
this  court  before-hand,  that  fo  they  may  be  able  to  coun¬ 
termine  the  French  intereft,  when  the  pope  (hall  really 
die  ;  and  it  is  not  expe&ed  he  fhould  live  long,  being  of 
a  great  age,  and  worn  out  with  cares  and  ficknefs. 

It  is  certain  he  has  made  his  will,  wherein  two  millions 
of  gold  are  given  to  the  treafury,  founded  by  his  prede- 
ceffors,  to  ferve  the  church  in  its  extreme  neceffities  :  But 
it  is  a  thoufand  to  one,  if  fome  future  pontiff,  fucceeding 
in  that  chair,  do  not,  in  his  unerring  judgment,  interpret 
his  own  perfonal  occafions,  or  thofe  of  his  nephews,  to  be 
the  extreme  neceffities  of  the  church  ;  and  then,  all  this 
huge  mafs  of  wealth  is  infallibly  gone. 

He  has  likewife  bequeathed  large  legacies  to  his  fifter- 
in-law,  whom  they  call  Donna  Olympia,  and  to  others  of 
his  relations  and  creatures ;  and  it  is  thought  this  lady 
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will  more  than  doubly  pay  herfelf,  having  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  all  his  affairs.  Indeed,  during  his  reign,  it  may 
be  faid  the  whole  Roman  church  was  governed  by  a  wo¬ 
man  ;  for  this  prelate  would  never  do  any  thing  without 
her  advice. 

She  was  born  of  an  obfcure  family,  but  is  of  a  high 
fpirit,  ambitious  of  rule,  and  a  perfon  of  great  abilities  ; 
extremely  covetous  and  fubtle,  turning  and  winding  all 
events  to  her  own  profit.  All  preferments  were  at  her 
difpofal ;  fhe  fold  bifhopricks,  abbeys,  and  other  ecclefia- 
flical  dignities,  at  her  own  rates,  and  to  whom  fhe  pleat¬ 
ed.  In  fine,  whofoever  had  any  bufinefs  with  the  pope, 
made  their  addreffes  to  her  ;  by  which  means  fhe  has  heap¬ 
ed  together  a  prodigious  treafure,  and  is  efteemed  the 
richeft  lady  in  Europe.  It  is  thought,  fhe  would  have  fold, 
even  the  Pope,  and  Rome  itfelf,  the  capital  feat  of  the 
Chriltian  empire,  rather  than  refufe  a  proportionate  of¬ 
fer  of  gold,  could  fhe  have  met  with  a  chapman  to  her 
mind.  This  would  have  been  a  merchandife  fit  for  the 
Grand  Seignior,  were  it  not  referved  as  a  prize  for  the 
victorious  arms  deftined  to  conquer  all  things. 

The  French  feem  mightily  concerned  for  the  tragedies 
a&ed  in  Poland  by  the  Mufcovites.  It  is  affirmed,  that 
they  have  taken  the  town  of  Vitebfko  by  ftorm,  putting 
men,  women,  and  children  to  the  fword,  with  divers  other 
cities,  and  places  of  ftrength,  and  that  they  have  laid  in 
afhes  all  the  towns  and  villages  round  about  Smolenfko  ; 
fo  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  feen  but  ruin  and  defolation 
for  above  an  hundred  miles  round  that  city,  which  alfo  is 
now  clofely  befieged  by  the  forces  of  the  Czar.  If  tiiefe 
Northern  infidels  go  on,  and  make  fuch  bloody  work 
wherever  they  come,  they  will  in  a  fhort  time  over-run 
and  difpeople  all  Europe.  But  it  is_to  be  hoped  the  Tar¬ 
tars,  who  are  lately  entered  into  a  league  with  Poland, 
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will  put  a  flop  to  the  cruel  victories  of  the  Mufcovites, 
and  chaftife  the  treafon  of  the  Coflacks,  who  join  with 
them,  contrary  to  their  faith  given  to  the  King  of  Poland. 

They  fay,  four  grandees  of  Tartary  are  arrived  as  ho¬ 
mages  at  War  fa  w,  and  as  many  lords  of  Poland  are  fent 
on  the  fame  errand  to  the  court  of  the  Cham  ;  who,  as  a 
farther  evidence  of  his  integrity,  has  releafed  all  the  Po- 
iifh  captives  in  his  dominions,  and  fent  the  ambafiadors  of 
the  Coflacks  home,  without  their  nofes  and  ears,  as  a 
mark  of  his  irreconcileable  indignation  at  their  infidelity. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  am  extremely  afflidfted  to  hear  of 
our  continual  lofles  by  fea  :  They  fay  here,  that  above 
fix  thoufand  mufiulmans  were  killed  in  the  late  fight  in 
the  Hellefpont,  and  that  we  have  loft  fixteen  galleys,  be- 
fides  fihips  of  war.  That  element,  one  would  conclude, 
is  fatal  to  the  Ottoman  empire.  Neither  have  we  had 
much  better  fuccefs  by  land  this  campaign  ;  yet  Chu- 
faein,  the  Vizier  Azem,  and  general  in  Candia,  has  per¬ 
formed  very  heroic  things.  To  fpeak  impartially,  and 
give  due  honour  to  our  enemies,  the  Maltefes,  Venitians, 
and  French,  have  not  been  wanting  in  any  point  of  bra¬ 
very  ;  which  alfo  redounds  to  the  greater  honour  of  the 
muffulmans,  in  that  they  draw  their  fword  againft  the 
flower  of  Chriftendom,  and  not  againft  owls  and  pigmies  ; 
fuch  are  the  Perflans,  when  we  encounter  them  ;  for  either 
they  dare  not  endure  the  luftre,  and  ftand  the  brunt  of 
our  invincible  arms,  or  if  they  do,  they  fink  under  the 
firft  fnock.^ 

When  I  name  thofe  heretics,  I  fpit  on  the  ground  in 
deteftation  of  their  errors,  for  they  are  worfe  than  the 
Zindicks  and  Giafers.  I  have  more  charity  for  a  Chri¬ 
stian  or  a  Jew  than  I  have  for  thofe  vermin  ®f  the  land. 
In  fine,  I  wifti  they  were  extirpated  from  the  earth  ;  and 
that  they  may  after  this  life  be  either  metamorphofed  in- 
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to  hogs,  which  creature  thou  knowefl  is  an  abomination 
to  all  good  men  and  angels  (and  they  already  refemble 
it  in  their  uncleannefs),  or  elfe  that  they  may  become  the 
affes  of  the  Jews  in  hell,  to  carry  their  burdens  for  a 
thoufand  ages. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654. 


X. — To  P£STELI-Hali,  his  Brother ,  Majler  of  the  Grand 
Seignior’s  Cujloms, 

T he  God  of  our  fathers  grant  thee  as  much  joy  every 
minute  of  thy  life,  as  I  feel  at  this  inftant  Wilt  thou 
know  the  occafion  of  this  unufual  tranfport  ?  I  can  hard¬ 
ly  believe  myfelf,  when  I  tell  thee  of  an  adventure  the 
moll  furprifing  that  ever  happened  to  me  fmce  my  arrival 
in  this  city ;  and  perhaps  thou  wilt  think  I  romance  in 
relating  it ;  but  aflure  thyfelf,  that  of  a  truth  Oucomiche, 
our  mother,  is  at  this  time  in  Paris,  with  our  coufin  Ifouf. 

May  a  thoufand  foft  paffions  thrill  thy  heart,  when 
thou  readeft  this  news,  as  they  did  mine,  when  at  my 
chamber  door  I  firil  faw,  and  knew  the  face  of  her  that 
bare  me,  after  I  had  given  her  over  for  dead  long  ago ; 
for  I  had  heard  no  tidings  of  her  thefe  eleven  years. 
Good  God  !  fo  ftrange  and  unexpefted  a  fight  had  almoft 
difmantled  my  fenfes, .  thofe  out-works  of  the  foul  :  For  a 
while  I  flood  dill,  aflonilhed  and  trembling  with  ecftacy. 
1  was  not  prefently  fatisfied,  whether  I  beheld  a  mortal, 
or  the  ghofl  of  one  ;  for  they  fay,  thefe  appear  in  the 
fame  forms  as  they  bore  when  alive.  Neither  age  nor 
travel,  with  all  the  other  infirmities  and  erodes  of  human 
life,  had  fo  altered  her  complexion,  but  that  I  eafily  dif- 
cerned  the  manifeft  features,  lineaments,  and  air  of  my 
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mother.  I  concluded  therefore,  it  muft  be  file,  or  her 
apparition,  if  there  be  any  fuch  things. 

Thefe  were  my  firft  thoughts,  in  that  waking  trance ; 
but  her  voice  and  addrefs  foon  put  me  out  of  doubt,  when, 
impatient  to  fee  me  hand  like  one  thunderftruck,  file  ran 
to  me  with  open  arms,  and  tears  of  joy  in  her  eyes,  cry¬ 
ing  out,  with  a  tone  and  affedlion  peculiar  to  women, 
“  Art  thou  alive,  my  fon  Mahmut  ?  Do  thefe  eyes  fee 
thee,  or  am  I  in  a  dream  ?” 

For  my  part,  I  was  as  much  upon  the  rapture  as  file, 
and  hardly  knew  how  to  deport  myfelf,  or  what  to  fay 
or  do  ;  yet  the  fear  I  was  in,  left  fotnebody  in  the  houfe 
ftiould  overhear  us,  and  make  ill  confequences  of  this  paf- 
fionate  interview,  taught  me  a  lcfibn  of  moderation  and 
prudence  ;  wherefore  I  beckoned  to  her  to  fupprefs  her 
pafiion,  and  converfe  by  figns,  as  the  cuftom  is  at  the 
Myfterious  Porte.  Thofe  filent  exprefiions  of  our  mu¬ 
tual  love,  joy,  and  admiration,  were  not  lefs  fignificant, 
becaufe  not  clothed  in  words.  Thou  knoweft  there  is 
eloquence  enough  in  this  mute  language  ;  and  I  was  jea¬ 
lous  of  words,  left  fome  inquifitive  foul  might  underhand 
us,  though  we  converfed  in  Arabick. 

After  our  firft  endearments  and  tenderneffcs  were  over, 
in  which  my  coufin  Ifouf  alfo  had  his  fhare  (for  we  were 
all  reciprocally  overjoyed  to  fee  one  another  in  this  neft 
of  infidels),  I  began  to  confult  the  fafety  of  us  all  three, 
in  providing  convenient  lodgings  for  my  mother  and  kinf- 
man.  In  order  to  this,  we  made  a  vifit  to  Eliachim  the 
Jew,  who  entertained  us  at  a  banquet,  after  the  fafhion  of 
the  Eaft.  We  advifed  with  that  lioneft  Hebrew  about 
our  affairs,  I  having  made  frequent  andfufficient  proof  of 
his  fidelity  and  friendfhip.  In  fine,  he  took  them  both 
into  his  own  houfe,  under  the  notion  of  Greeks,  his  ac¬ 
quaintance,  judging  this  the  fecureft  way  to  prevent  any; 
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dilcovery,  or  even  t'heleaft  fufpicion  of  our  circumftances. 
They  have  continued  there  thefe  five  days,  and  their 
character  has  not  been  questioned  by  any.  I  viiit  them 
daily,  ana  we  pafs  away  many  hours  in  recounting  the 
different  adventures  of  our  lives,  in  diicourfing  of  our 
friends  in  Arabia,  Greece,  and  other  parts  of  the  world, 
and  in  concerting  the  belt  methods  to  ferve  one  another, 
till  death  (hall  divide  us  from  ourfelves,  as  well  as  from 
our  friends,  and  rank  us  in  the  hit  of  invifible  beings, 
whofe  Hate  and  qualities  we  know  not. 

Well,  but  all  this  while  I  believe  thou  art  impatient  to 
know  what  motive  of  their  own,  or  turn  of  fortune,  drove 
them  into  fo  remote  a  region  as  France,  a  country  inha¬ 
bited  by  none  but  infidels.  Shall  I  tell  thee  in  a  word  ? 
It  was  love  on  her  part,  and  the  defire  of  novelty  on  his. 

Our  kinfman  Ifouf,  from  his  childhood,  felt  powerful 
inclinations  to  travel,  which  increafcd  with  his  years,  and 
were  much  heightened  by  his  converfe  with  Greeks,  Ar¬ 
menians,  Franks,  and  fome  muffulmans  at  Conftantinople, 
who  had  feen  many  foreign  countries  both  in  the  Eail  and 
Weft. 

The  relations  they  made  of  the  curiofities  they  had 
feen,  and  of  their  own  adventures,  fired  his  youthful  blood, 
and  he  formed  a  refolution  to  depart  with  the  firft  conve¬ 
nience  from  Conftantinople,  and  vifit  all  the  regions  in 
the  world,  if  his  life  and  health  would  hold  out.  I  for¬ 
merly  acquainted  thee,  that  he  had  furveyed  the  greatell 
part  of  Afia  ;  fince  which  he  fet  forth  again,  and  having 
nniihed  his  travels  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  he  bent 
his  courfe  for  Afric,  where  he  vifited  Egypt,  Barbary, 
the  Empire  of  Morocco  and  Fez,  with  that  of  the  Ethio¬ 
pians,  and  many  other  regions  under  the  Torrid  Zone, 
too  tedious  for  me  at  this  time  to  mention  particularly, 
feeeaufe  I  write  in  hafte.  Hereafter  I  (hall  give  thee  a 
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more  ample  account  of  his  obfervaticns,  &c.  wherein 
thou  wilt  find,  that  Ifouf  has  not  altogether  loll  his  time. 

At  length,  having  fatisfied  himfelf  with  whatfoever  he 
thought  worthy  to  be  feen  and  known  in  that  fouthem 
track,  he  parted  from  Fez,  with  a  defign  to  fee  Europe. 
Some  bills  of  exchange  caufed  him  to  take  Grand  Cairo 
in  his  way,  where  he  encountered  my  mother  :  She  per¬ 
ceiving  that  he  would  take  {hipping  diredlly  for  France, 
refolved  to  lay  hold  on  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  of 
teeing  me  once  more  before  fhe  died  ;  wherefore,  impart¬ 
ing  her  defign  to  him,  Ifouf  offered  her  his  utmcft  fer- 
vice  ;  and,  having  fettled  her  affairs  at  Cairo,  and  packed 
up  her  money,  jewels,  and  other  neceffaries,  they  took  the 
road  of  Scanderoon,  where  they  foon  arrived  ;  and  put¬ 
ting  themfelves  into  the  habit  of  Greeks,  Ifouf  alfo  fpeak- 
ing  pretty  well  that  language,  and  the  Lingua  Franca, 
they  bargained  with  the  mafier  of  a  veffel  then  lying  in 
the  harbour,  and  bound  for  Marfeilles.  He  took  them  on 
board,  and  under  the  protection  and  favour  of  Heaven, 
they  arrived  fafe  at  Marfeilles,  and  are  now  in  this  city. 

Yet  amidft  all  the  pleafure  I  conceive  in  the  prefence 
of  fo  near  a  relation  as  a  mother,  I  am  not  without  fome 
qualms  of  fear,  left  fome  unfortunate  occurrence  fhould 
difcover  her  to  be  no  Chriftia'n  ;  for  then  the  iffuc  might 
prove  dangerous  both  to  her  and  me. 

As  for  Ifouf,  he  defigns  to  tarry  no  longer  in  Paris, 
than  to  inform  himfelf  of  what  is  moft  remarkable  in  this 
city,  and  to  fatisfy  the  other  ends  of  a  traveller.  From 
hence,  after  he  has  vifitedthe  chiefeft  cities  in  France,  he 
talks  of  travelling  into  Flanders,  Holland,  Germany, 
Swedeland,  and  the  other  kingdoms  of  Europe  ;  but  for 
Spain  or  Portugal  he  has  no  thoughts,  either  out  of  fear 
of  the  Inquifition,  which  is  very  fevere  in  thofe  countries, 
or  out  of  an  averfion  for  the  people,,  who  expelled  the 


Book  I. 


A  SPV  AT  PARIS. 


37 


Moors,  of  which  he  relates  very  tragical  ftories,  which 
they  told  him  during  his  refidence  at  Morocco  and  Fez. 
In  a  word,  he  gives  this  charadler  of  a  Spaniard,  “  That 
he  is  a  mongrel,  between  a  man  and  a  devil.”  He  likes 
the  company  of  the  French,  in  regard  they  converfe  with 
a  natural  and  unreferved  freedom,  which  becomes  them 
very  well ;  blit  he  has  fpoke  with  none  but  travellers  yet, 
who  have  been  otherways  employed  than  in  ftudying  the 
artificial  difguifes  of  courtiers.  If  he  fojourns  the  fpace 
of  three  moons  in  this  kingdom,  he  will  find  fome  of  the 
French  as  aftefted  in  their  way  as  other  people ;  he  will 
encounter  with  a  new  fort  of  Frenchmen  in  every  pro¬ 
vince  ;  for  France  is  a  mere  gallimaufry,  made  up  of  the 
fragments  and  remnants  of  other  nations.  They  differ  al- 
fo  in  their  language,  as  well  as  in  their  manners,  one  from 
another ;  fo  that  the  inhabitants  of  Gafcoigne  and  Bre¬ 
tagne  can  hardly  be  underftood  by  thofe  of  Paris  and 
Blois,  with  the  adjacent  parts.  Thefe  Weltem  people 
are  not  curious  in  preferving  the  dialed!  of  their  fathers, 
but  every  age  introduces  a  change  in  their  fpeech  ;  nei¬ 
ther  are  they  diligent  in  retaining  their  genealogies  ; 
whereas  in  the  Eall,  thou  knoweft,  the  languages  remain 
uncorrupted,  the  fame  now  as  they  were  two  thoufand 
years  ago,  or  from  the  confufion  of  Babel  ;  the  fame  care 
we  Arabians  have,  of  our  tribes  and  families. 

Son  of  my  mother,  when  thou  readefl:  the  two  enclof- 
ed,  and  {halt  fee  the  very  handwriting  of  the  dear  Ou- 
comiche,  and  of  Ifouf  our  kinfman,  let  thy  heart  be  like 
the  valley  of  Admoim,  fragrant  as  a  grove  of  fpices  ;  for 
then  thy  eyes  will  convince  thee  that  what  I  write  is 
truth. 

Paris,  asd  of  the  lath  Moon,  of  the  Year  1654, 
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XI.  —  3  B  AmsAI,  a  Je<2>,  Pr':  .  Te  . 

Nona,  at  Rome. 

This  comes  to  thee  by  the  Land  of  a  tniflv  friend : 
Give  entire  credence  to  Lis  indructions.  Tc  fay  I  am 
forry  to  hear  of  thy  misfortune,  would  but  faintly  ex- 
prefs  my  paffion  :  It  is  not  eafily  defcribed  in  words :  I 
am  as  melancholy  as  an  antelope,  when  the  fun  is  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Saturn.  This  is  a  fad  fort  of  a  bead,  that 
vrlli  neither  eat,  drink,  nor  deep,  during  that  dull  afpeCt- 

In  God’s  name,  Low  earned  thou  to  be  fo  fiee  with 
thy  tongue  among  the  Romans :  or  what  tempted  thee 
to  meddle  with  their  religion  and  laws  ?  Was  it  not 
enough,  that  thou  and  ail  the  Jews  in  that  city  had  li¬ 
berty  to  frequent  your  fynsgogues,  and  there  curfe  the 
Chridians  in  antiquated  Hebrew  ?  Mud  you  needs  rail 
at  them  in  plain  Iiauan  too,  ar.d  that  over  your  cups, 
when  men  ought  to  be  good-natured  to  all  the  world  ? 
Of  what  import  is  it  to  you  whether  they  be  idolaters 
or  no,  fo  long  as  they  give  you  leave  to  adore  one  God, 
Creator  of  the  world  ?  Or  what  fgr.ines  it  if  they  are 
guilty  of  teD  thoufand  injuftices  and  fellies  among  them- 
felves,  wrnid  you  live  quietly  under  their  protection  and 
government  i  Adonai,  I  am  aihamed  of  the  immorality 
of  thofe  of  thy  nation  ;  I  blufh  for  your  ingratitude, 
pride,  and  malice.  Surely,  if  the  Nazaienes  did  really 
believe  what  they  profefs,  they  would  famif.ee  you  all  to 
the  ghod  of  their  Meffias,  whom  they  fay  you  crucified ; 
they  would  not  leave  a  Jew  living  in  Chridendom,  but 
do  their  utmod  to  exterminate  you  from  the  earth.  I 
fpeak  not  this  as  my  wiih,  but  only  to  upbraid  your  im¬ 
pertinence  and  vanity,  in  thus  foolifnly  provoking  thofe, 
with  whole  permiffion  it  is  that  you  live  and  enjoy  the 
elements.- 
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The  prophet  Mofes,  your  lawgiver,  left  you  another 
rule,  a  leffon  of  civility,  when  he  faid,  “  Ye  fhall  not 
blafphemc  the  gods  of  the  people.”  Had  thou  and  thy 
companions  obeyed  this  precept,  ye  might  have  been  at 
liberty  ;  but,  it  is  bad  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  In- 
quifition.  However,  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  not 
tranfported  to  the  Caitle  of  St.  Angelo  ;  that  would  have 
been  a  tragical  remove  at  this  juncture.  But  now,  as  I 
am  informed,  not  oue  of  you  is  in  danger ;  for  they  fay, 
that  all  the  prifouers  in  Rome  are  by  cuftom  releafed  up¬ 
on  the  death  of  the  pope,  except  thofe  who  are  in  that 
fatal  fortrefs  ;  and  it  is  generally  fuppofed,  the  good  old 
Caliph  is  no  long-lived  man  ;  for  they  never  ufed  to  re¬ 
move  the  prifuners  defigned  for  death,  till  the  phyficians 
are  pall  all  hopes  of  the  holy  father’s  life. 

However,  in  regard  there  is  no  certainty  in  human  af¬ 
fairs,  but  a  perpetual  change  and  circulation  of  events, 
left  fome  unhappy  turn  of  fortune  fnould  either  now  con¬ 
tinue  thy  reflraint,  or  hereafter  bereave  thee  of  thy  li¬ 
berty,  I  fend  thee  here  cnclofed  a  receipt  of  a  chymical 
liquor,  which  may  be  of  fome  fervice  to  thee  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  prifon  on  earth.  It  was  revealed  to  me  by  my  mo¬ 
ther,  who  learned  it  of  an  Egyptian  artift  at  Cairo. 
Defpife  it  not,  becaufe  it  comes  from  a  woman’s  hand  ; 
for  I  have  made  an  experiment  of  it,  and  find  it  effectual. 
It  will  render  iron  as  brittle  as  glafs ;  it  is  more  power¬ 
ful  than  the  water  of  the  river  Styx,  which  no  vefiel 
could  hold,  but  the  hoof  of  a  mule.  After  an  hour’s 
application,  thou  mayeft  make  the  thickeft  bars,  chains, 
and  bolts,  fly  in  a  thoufand  pieces,  as  if  they  were  made 
of  porcelain. 

Thou  wilt  not  wonder  at  this,  when  thou  confidereft 
the  innumerable  flrange  inventions  of  men  prying  into 
the  fecrets  of  nature,  and  fortunate  in  their  fearches. 
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Above  all,  cliymi dry  has  brought  to  light  the  greatcft 
prodigies  of  art  and  knowledge.  This  myfterious  fcience 
was  the  peculiar  boaft  of  the  primitive  Egyptians,  from 
whom  all  ether  nations  learned  it.  And  had  not  Mofes 
himfelf  been  inftrucled  from  his  youth  in  all  the  learning 
of  Egypt,  perhaps  he  would  have  been  at  a  lofs  when  he 
calcined  the  golden  calf,  and  gave  the  dull  to  the  If- 
raelites  to  be  mixed  in  their  drink,  as  the  only  expiation 
of  their  idolatry.  Doubtlefs,  this  fecret,  among  others, 
was  tranfmitted  down  to  thofe  times,  from  Philemon  the 
good  prieft,  who  was  in  the  number  of  them  who  efcaped 
the  flood  in  Noah’s  ark,  and  whofe  grandfon  Mafar  was 
the  firll  king  in  Egypt  after  the  deluge. 

Philemon,  the  better  to  eftablilh  the  ftate  of  his  off- 
fpring,  revealed  to  them  many  hidden  things;  taught 
them  the  hieroglyphics  of  the  Dgebel  Pharan,  or  the  py¬ 
ramids,  with  all  the  myfteries  of  the  talifmans,  and  the  chy- 
mical  preparations  of  Moncatam,  the  forcible  waters  and 
effences,  powders  and  other  ingredients,  by  which  they 
made  marble  as  pliable  as  wax  or  clay.  Thefe  things  he 
had  learned  of  thefe  who  periihed  in  the  flood  :  Pie  re¬ 
tained  the  wifdom  of  the  ancients,  his  coevals  and  prede- 
ctflors  ;  leaving  the  rudiments  of  fo  profound  a  know¬ 
ledge  to  his  pofterity,  as  an  invaluable  treafure,  of  which 
they  could  never  be  robbed.  Thus  fcience  became  here¬ 
ditary  to  the  Coptites,  who  bear  that  name  from  Coptim, 
the  fon  of  Mafar,  the  firft  King  of  Egypt,  fince  the  rain¬ 
bow  appeared  in  the  clouds ;  and  it  was  from  one  of  that 
race  my  mother  learned  that  admirable  fecret. 

Trull  not  to  words,  but  try  the  experiment.  The  re¬ 
ceipt  will  give  thee  all  neceflary  diredlions  :  Yet  I  counfel 
thee  not  to  be  big  with  it,  like  him,  who,  having  found 
out  the  art  of  making  glafs  malleable,  or  fit  to  be  beat 
by  the  hammer  into  any  fhape  or  figure,  as  the  filver- 
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fmiths  work  their  metal,  mult  needs  go  and  difcover  his 
fecret  to  the  prince,  expecting  a  great  reward,  when,  on 
the  contrary,  he  loft  his  head  on  the  fpot ;  the  prince 
thinking  it  great  injuftice,  that  fo  many  thoufand  people 
as  got  their  bread  by  making  of  common  glaffes,  fhould 
be  all  ruined,  to  promote  one  man’s  profit  and  advantage. 

In  fine,  ufe  this  fecret  to  ferve  thyfelf,  or  the  caufe  thou 
art  engaged  in  ;  but  truft  it  not  to  another,  unlefs  on  the 
fame  equal  terms  as  I  commit  it  to  thee,  wherein  the 
greater  hazard  is  thine  in  divulging  it. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  ift  Moon,  of  the  Year  1655. 


XII. — To  Me hemet,  once  an  Eunuch  Page  in  the  Sera¬ 
glio,  hut  now  an  Exile  in  Egypt,  at  Grand  Cairo. 

When  I  firil  heard  of  thy  baniihment  from  the  Impe¬ 
rial  Palace  and  city,  think  not  that  I  was  fad,  or  enter¬ 
tained  the  ufual  fentiments  of  a  friend,  on  fuc'n  occafions. 
No,  I  tell  thee  on  the  contrary,  I  rejoiced  (yet  not  with 
the  joy  of  an  enemy )  at  that  feeming  misfortune,  as  know¬ 
ing  it  has  delivered  thee  from  a  real  one,  in  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  prefages,  all  the  attendants  of  thy  miilrefs, 
the  old  queen,  were  foon  after  involved. 

Thou  art  obliged  to  Bacchus  for  that  fortunate  cala¬ 
mity,  which,  though  it  for  a  while  eclipfed  thy  honour, 
yet  was  the  only  means  to  fave  thy  life. 

When  1  formerly  fent  thee  an  account  of  my  imprifon- 
ment  here,  and  how  I  was  regaled  by  my  keeper  at  a 
banquet  of  wine  ;  when  in  that  letter  I  played  the  advo¬ 
cate  for  the  juice  of  the  grape,  I  little  thought  that  thou 
wouldeft  ever  make  an  experiment  of  that  bugbear  li¬ 
quor  ;  though  I  know  it  is  common,  even  in  the  feraglio, 
to  drink  wine  privately,  and  chafe  away  melancholy,  the 
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conftant  familiar  of  reflraint  and  fervitude,.  with  generous 
compotations. 

I  am  no  ftranger  to  the  counterfeit  ficknefs  of  thofe, 
who,  for  the  fake  of  this  fiolen  mirth,  put  themfelves  in¬ 
to  the  infirmary,  that  they  may  there  caroufe  with  free¬ 
dom,  and  drmk  healths  to  the  Grand  Seignior  without 
fufpicion. 

Were  it  not  for  the  convenient  fituation  of  that  apart¬ 
ment,  and  the  favour  of  the  Boflangis,  no  wine  could 
find  admittance  into  the  feraglio,  fave  what  is  for  the 
Grand  Seignior’s  ufe.  But  now  his  (laves  drink  it  as  mer- 
sily  as  he  ;  and  I  am  not  forry  that  thou  art  one  of  the 
number.  It  is  a  groundlefs  fuperftition  to  refufe  the  gift 
of  divine  liberality,  and  deny  ourfelves  the  ufe  of  that 
plant,  which  was  made  to  cheer  the  hearts  of  mortals. 
Nay,  our  holy  traditions  themfelves,  and  all  our  doctors 
tacitly  own,  that  the  vine  is  allowable,  in  that  it  was  fav- 
ed  among  the  reft  of  the  vegetables  by  Noah  in  the  ark  ; 
and  that  holy  prophet  curfed  the  devil  for  Healing  it 
away.  Perhaps  the  ftory  will  not  be  unpleafant  to  thee. 

When  God  commanded  Noah  with  his  companions,  to 
defcend  out  of  the  ark  in  peace,  they  built  them  houfes, 
and  began  to  exercife  hufbandry  ;  they  fowed  corn,  and 
the  feeds  of  other  vegetables  ;  they  planted  alfo  all  forts 
of  trees ;  but  when  they  came  to  look  for  the  vine,  it 
could  not  be  found  :  Then  it  was  told  Noah  by  the  angel, 
that  the  devil  had  fiolen  it  away,  as  having  fome  right  to 
it ;  wherefore  Noah  cited  the  devil  to  appear  before  the 
angel,  in  the  name  of  God,  to  anfwer  his  theft.  The 
angel  gave  judgment,  that  the  vine  fhould  be  divided  be¬ 
tween  them  into  three  parts,  whereof  the  devil  fhould 
have  two,  and  Noah  one  ;  to  which  both  parties  confent- 
ed ;  whereby  it  is  evident,  that  man  has  fome  (hare  in  the 
juice  of  the  grape  ;  for  this  was  the  decifion  of  Gabriel, 
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that  when  two-thirds  of  the  liquor  of  this  fruit  fhould  be 
evaporated  away  in  boiling  over  the  fire,  the  remainder 
fhould  be  lawful  for  Noah  and  his  pofterity  to  drink  ;  and 
thou  knoweft,  we  muffulmans  generally  obey  this  law  in 
preparing  our  wine. 

Let  the  devil,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  God,  have  his 
fhare  in  this  tempting  fruit,  and  then  there  can  be  no  in- 
jufiice  in  enjoying  our  own  part ;  for  when  that  which 
inebriates,  is  feparated  by  fire  from  the  reft,  this  liquor 
becomes  pure,  holy,  and  blefled.  This  is  the  featence  of 
the  ancients,  the  immediate  auditors  of  the  meffenger  of 
God,  as  is  to  be  feen  in  the  manufcrips  they  left  behind 
them,  which,  though  they  are  rare  and  difficult  to  be  met 
with,  yet  fuch  as  diligently  feek  wifdom  ffiall  not  lofe  their 
labour.  Abu  Becre  Eb’n  Mahumct,  has  taken  great  pains 
to  colledl  the  memoirs  of  antiquity  ;  he  was  a  learned  doc* 
tor  among  my  countrymen  of  the  houfe  of  Sulpha  (may 
he  reft  under  the  umbrellas  of  paradife)  ;  from  him  I 
had  this  relation. 

But  tell  me,  my  dear  Mchemet,  if  thou  knoweft,  how 
cameft  thou  to  be  the  only  man  that  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  be  feritenced  to  this  happy  difgrace  ?  Or,  if  thou 
art  ignorant,  I  will  tell  thee  ;  for  it  feems  the  reft  of  thy 
company  in  that  night’s  revel  were  difcovered  as  well  as 
thou,  yet  efcaped  all  cenfure.  It  looks  as  if  they  were 
defignedly  referved  for  victims,  to  a  more  inexorable  re. 
venge  ;  and  the  event  juftifies  this  conje&ure,  fincc  with¬ 
in  the  circuit  of  the  moon,  not  only  they,  but  all  the  fur- 
viving  creatures  of  the  Sultana  Kiofem,  were  ftrangled. 

Therefore  again  I  pronounce  thee  happy,  and  doubly 
blefled  in  being  an  exile,  fince  thereby  thou  haft  efcaped 
the  hands  of  the  executioner,  and  art  now  living  in  Egypt, 
the  moft  fortunate  region  on  earth.  Afcribe  this  to  thy 
propitious  deftiny,  and  to  the  favour  of  Solyman  Kvzlir 
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Aga,  who,  forefeeing  the  flaughter  that  would  be  made 
of  that  old  Queen’s  fervants,  took  this  opportunity  to  ac- 
cufe  thee  to  the  Grand  Seignior,  that  fo  he  might  fave 
thy  life  ;  for  it  was  at  his  interceflion  thou  wert  banilhed 
into  this  happy  province,  which  is  called  the  nurfe  of  all 
nations.  Improve  thy  exile  to  the  beft  advantage,  and 
from  this  nurfe,  fuck  the  milk  of  fcience  with  which  fhe 
has  formerly  nourifited  the  whole  earth.  Be  grateful  al- 
fo  to  thy  deliverer,  for  he  is  a  trufty  friend,  and  unchange¬ 
able  where  he  once  places  his  affeftion.  He  had  a  parti¬ 
cular  kindnefs  for  thee  ;  from  him  I  received  the  news  of 
thy  efcape,  for  that  is  the  proper  name  of  thy  banifliment. 
Pour  forth  devout  orifons  for  his  health  and  happinefs, 
fince  thou  art  in  a  land  where  the  prayers  of  muflulmans 
are  as  effeftually  heard,  at  fome  particular  places,  as  if 
they  were  uttered  at  the  tomb  of  the  prophet. 

I  counfel  thee  to  vifit  the  prifon  of  Jofeph,  which  is  in 
the  dungeon  of  the  Caftle  of  Cairo.  This  is  a  place  of 
great  devotion  among  the  faithful,  and  has  been  fo  in  all 
ages,  fince  the  death  of  that  patriarch.  Mofes  the  pro¬ 
phet,  of  whom  it  is  faid,  that  he  died  in  the  embraces  of 
God,  made  his  prayers  in  this  place  ;  and  fo  did  Aaron 
his  brother,  when  they  performed  thofe  miracles  in  E- 
gypt.  Jefus  the  fon  of  Mary  vifited  this  place,  both  he 
and  his  mother,  on  whom  are  centered  the  fmiles  of  the 
Creator ;  they  there  performed  their  devotions,  when 
they  fled  from  the  persecution  of  Herod.  So  did  the 
prophets  and  apoilles,  as  many  as  were  in  Egypt,  with 
all  true  believers  ;  nay,  fome  of  the  infidels  themfelves 
having  heard  of  the  renown  of  this  fan&uary,  made  their 
addrefies  to  Heaven  there,  in  time  of  great  diftrefs  ;  for 
here  prayers  are  infallibly  heard,  efpecially  if  they  be  faid 
after  the  fun  has  traverfed  the  meridian,  when  the  wicked 
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daemons  are  afleep,  who  walk  abroad  till  noon,  doing  all 
the  mifchief  they  can. 

My  friend,  when  I  think  of  the  region  where  thou  art, 

I  can  hardly  forbear  envying  thee.  It  is  a  land  of  pro¬ 
digies  and  miracles  ;  it  is  the  fupport  of  men,  and  the  gra¬ 
nary  of  the  world  :  Thofe  who  inhabit  it,  are  full  of  com¬ 
placency  and  joy  ;  and  thofe  who  abandon  it,  burn  with 
a  perpetual  defire  to  return.  Its  rivers  are  clear,  and  the 
waters  fweet  and  rich  as  wine ;  the  eye  of  God  is  upon 
it,  who  caufes  the  Nile  to  flow  at  its  accuftomed  feafon  ; 
whence  the  land  is  made  fertile,  beyond  all  the  provinces 
on  earth  :  This  Nile  is  one  of  the  rivers  which  God  cauf- 
ed  to  defcend  from  the  fprings  of  paradife,  on  the  wings 
of  Gabriel,  and  has  kid  the  place  of  its  defcent  among 
the  inaccefiible  heights  of  mountains. 

There  are  many  llvange  things  related  of  the  land  of 
Alphiom,  and  how  it  was  firft  manured  by  Jofeph,  being 
before  his  time  but  a  fen  or  marfh.  The  ftory  alfo  of  Ha- 
gar,  the  mother  of  all  the  Ifmaelites,  is  not  unpleafant  ; 
thou  wilt  find  it  in  the  Chronicles  of  Egypt ;  for  flie  was 
an  Egyptian,  of  the  family  of  the  Coptites,  and  was  be¬ 
llowed  on  Sarah,  the  wife  of  our  father  Ibrahim,  by  Cha- 
roba,  the  King  of  Egypt’s  daughter.  After  fhe  was  dif- 
mifled  from  her  lady,  Ihe  travelled  to  Mecca ;  from 
whence  fhe  fent  a  difpatch  to  the  King  of  Egypt,  to  ac¬ 
quaint  him  with  her  affairs,  and  with  the  birth  of  her  fon 
Ifmael,  imploring  his  affiftance,  in  regard  fhe  was  in  a 
land  barren  of  all  things.  Then  the  King  of  Egypt 
caufed  a  canal  to  be  cut  from  the  Nile,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Eaftern  mountains  of  Egypt,  to  the  Red  Sea,  and  fent 
veffels,  laden  with  corn,  fruits,  and  all  manner  of  neceffa- 
ry  provifions,  to  Hagar. 

If  thou  addrefieft  to  the  feet  of  the  doftors,  the  vene¬ 
rable  prelates  of  Cairo,  they  will  inform  thee  of  more 
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drange  things  than  thefe.  It  is  a  noble  exercife,  to  con¬ 
template  the  kingdom  of  the  heavens,  and  the  earth,  to 
fearch  into  their  wonders  and  prodigies,  to  trace  the  foot- 
deps  cf  ancieut  nations,  and  the  traditions  which  know 
no  origin. 

Mehemet,  I  am  an  exile  as  well  as  thou  :  Let  us  con¬ 
tinue  our  former  friendfhip  in  this  date,  and  do  one  ano¬ 
ther  all  the  good  offices  we  can.  As  for  the  misfortunes 
of  human  life,  let  us  bear  them  with  an  equal  mind  ;  for 
they  will  foon  have  an  end,  as  well  as  we  ourfelves. 

May  God,  who  in  the  time  of  Gog  and  Magog  took 
up  from  the  earth  the  great  Alcoran,  and  the  fheets  of 
fciencS',  the  black  done,  and  the  ffirine  of  Mofes,  with 
the  five  rivers,  have  thee  in  his  holy  protection  and  cudo- 
dy,  at  the  hour  of  evil,  and  at  all  times. 

Paris,  26th  of  the  lit  Moon,  of  the  Year  16 55. 


XIII. — To  Kerxer.  Hassan,  Bajfa . 

T hou  mayed  report  it  to  the  Divan  for  a  certain  truth, 
that  the  chief  mufti  of  the  Chridians  is  dead,  which 
puts  ail  the  courts  in  Europe  upon  new  drains  of  policy. 

He  was  called  Innocent  X.  after  his  affumption  to  the 
papacy  ;  for  his  true  name  was  Pamphiho  ;  but  feme  fay 
it  has  been  a  cudorn  for  the  popes  to  change  their 
names,  ever  fince  a  certain  pried  was  lifted  to  that  digni¬ 
ty,  who  was  called  Bocca  de  Porco,  or  Hog’s  Face. 
He,  afhamed  of  this  ignominious  name,  as  foon  as  he  fat 
in  the  chair  of  Peter,  aflumed  the  name  of  Sergius.  Yet 
ail  his  fuccefibrs  have  not  obferved  that  rule. 

Thefe  popes  have  an  authority  greater  than  our  prin¬ 
cipal  mufti ;  for  they  are  obeyed  by  kings  and  emperors  ; 
and  being  edeemed  little  lefs  than  gods  on  earth,  they 
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are  folemnly  adored  on  the  day  of  their  coronation,  by 
all  the  cardinals,  princes,  prelates,  and  foreign  ambaffa- 
dors  at  that  time  in  Rome  ;  and  for  that  end  they  are 
feated  on  the  altar,  which  the  Nazarenes  call  the  taber¬ 
nacle  and  habitation  of  their  God. 

If  I  mifeake  not  in  my  obfervation,  thefe  Roman  ca¬ 
liphs  afpire  at  a  fovereignty  over  all  kings  and  princes: 
They  would  make  that  which  they  call  the  hierarchy,  a 
fuperlative  independent  monarchy,  to  which  all  the  go¬ 
vernments  in  the  world  fhould  pay  homage,  and  be  fub- 
jeft. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  certain  preacher  at  Naples, 
who,  fome  years  ago,  when  Adonai  the  Jew  was  in  that 
city,  and  happened  to  be  prefent  in  the  church,  having 
made  a  very  elaborate  fpeech  to  perfuade  the  people  that 
the  priefts  were  fuperior  to  kings,  at  length  he  broke  out 
into  this  paffionate  exclamation  :  “  O  ye  Piinces  of 
Chriftendom,  ye  are  Pharoahs,  and  we  priefts  are  your 
gods.  O  ye  Pharoahs  obey  your  gods.  Ye  can  only 
command  the  creature,  but  we  make  the  Creator  himfelf 
come  down  on  the  altars  at  our  pleafure.”  This  relation 
I  had  from  the  Jew,  in  his  travels  through  Italy  ;  and  it 
is  afferted  by  fome  of  their  dodlors,  that  the  pope  has 
not  only  power  to  excommunicate  the  greateft  prince  on 
earth,  but  alfo  to  pull  a  faint  out  cf  paradife,  and  fend 
him  to  hell. 

If  they  could  perfuade  the  Nazarene  princes  and  peo¬ 
ple  to  believe  they  have  fuch  an  exorbitant  power,  per¬ 
haps  in  time  they  might  reduce  them  to  as  blind  a  fuper- 
ftition  as  the  ancient  kings  of  Egypt  were  guilty  of,  who 
were  fo  befotted  to  their  priefts,  that  when  he  whom  they 
ca’Td  the  cater,  or  mafter  of  the  celeftial  influences,  com¬ 
manded  the  king  to  kill  himfelf,  for  that  it  was  the  will 
of  Heaven,  the  poor  bigotted  monarch  durft  not  difpute 
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the  orders  he  had  received,  but  iu  ample  obedience  be¬ 
came  his  own  murderer. 

/ 

Thofe  Egyptian  priefts  indeed  were  mailers  of  great 
fcience,  profound  aftrologers,  excellent  mathematicians, 
and  perfectly  (killed  in  the  fecrets  of  natural  magic. 
They  performed  things  tranfcending  the  more  common 
and  obvious  works  of  nature,  by  which  it  was  eafy  to 
ftrike  a  terror  into  the  hearts  of  ignorant  mortals.  But 
as  for  thefe  Nazarene  prieils,  all  that  they  can  boaft  of  is, 
that  they  have  read  the  hiilories  of  former  times,  and  are 
able  to  difcourfe  in  philofophy,  and  other  fciences,  with¬ 
out  having  the  power  to  work  any  prodigies;  unlefs  thou 
wilt  count  it  one,  to  keep  fo  many  warlike  nations  in  a 
fervile  awe  of  their  authority,  with  the  bare  pretence  of 
turning  a  piece  of  bread  into  a  god. 

Yet  for  all  this,  there  are  many  poor  prelates,  and  other 
ecclefiaftics,  who  are  inverted  with  empty  titles,  having 
little  or  no  revenues  ;  among  which  the  poverty  of  fome 
is  fo  remarkable  as  to  become  a  proverb.  Thus,  it  is 
common  in  the  mouths  of  the  Romans  to  fay,  “  The 
Pope’s  mule  fares  better  than  the  Biihop  of  Orvietto.” 

Illuftrious  Bafla,  live  thou  in  the  faith  of  a  muflulman, 
and  the  favour  of  the  Grand  Seignior ;  for  in  that  ftate 
thou  mayert  defpife  the  greateft  of  thefe  ecclefiaftic  infi¬ 
dels.  . 

Paris,  rjth  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1 655. 


XIV. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

I  believe  the  fecretary  of  the  Nazarene  affairs  takes 
me  to  be  a  conjurer,  and  thinks  that  I  can  divine  of  all 
the  changes  and  alterations  that  happen  at  the  Porte  ; 
or  that,  I  have  fome  magical  glafs,  which  reprefents  to  me 
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the  continued  feries  of  remote  events,  with  all  the  tranf- 
adtions  of  the  imperial  court,  camp,  and  city  ;  or  elfe  he 
would  not  be  fo  late  in  his  difpatches,  and  lend  me  fuch 
imperfett  news.  I  am  forced  many  times  to  addrefs  my 
letters  by  guefs,  not  knowing  whether  the  perfoa.  to 
whom  I  write  be  in  the  fame  llation  he  was  a  while  ago, 
or  whether  he  be  among  the  living  or  the  dead  ;  whe¬ 
ther  I  fhould  direct  my  difpatches  to  Conftantinople  or 
to  the  Elyfiar.  Shades. 

My  intelligence  of  the  tnufiulmatr  affairs  is  many  times 
more  owing  to  the  French  merchants  who  trade  in  the 
Levant,  or  to  the  expreffes  which  come  from  ambaffadors 
redding  at  Conftantinople,  than  to  that  fecretary,  whofe 
care  it  ought  to  be,  that  I  fhould  be  timely  informed  of 
whatever  happens  in  the  Ofman  empire. 

Surely  Kifur  Dramelec  has  fome  defign  upon  me,  in 
being  always  thus  tardy  and, negligent.  I  fcarce  hear 
from  him  once  in  half-a-year  ;  whereas  he  is  commanded 
by  his  fuperiors,  as  well  as  mine,  to  write  to  me  every 
moon  ;  and  then  he  fends  me  fuch  a  lame  account  of 
things,  fuch  fragments  and  feraps  of  news,  that  his  letters 
need  a  comment  to  make  them  intelligible. 

About  four  years  ago  I  modeftly  taxed  him  with  this 
negleft,  when  I  had  reafon  to  do  it  in  my  own  vindica¬ 
tion  to  Minezim  Aluph,  Baffa  :  But  Kifur  heard  of  it, 
and  was  very  angry.  He  fent  me  a  letter  full  of  invec¬ 
tives,  which  I  anfwered  with  a  kind  of  indifference,  mix¬ 
ing  raillery  with  my  jufter  refentments.  How  that  work¬ 
ed  on  him  I  know  not ;  but  his  refervednefs  ever  fince 
makes  me  conclude  he  ftudies  revenge,  and  that  he  takes 
this  method  to  accomplifh  it,  by  keeping  me  as  much  in 
ignorance  as  he  dares  of  the  changes  and  other  important 
occurrences  at  the  myfterious  Porte.  He  knows  it  would 
be  a  crime  little  lefs  than  capital,  not  to  write  to  me  at 
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all.  Such  a  wilful  contumacy  would  flraight  proclaim 
han  a  traitor,  fince,  among  the  other  indruitions  which 
were  given  him  with  his  commiffion,  this  charge  was  none 
of  the  leail,  that  he  fhculd  fend  frequent  intelligence  to 
all  the  Grand  Seignior’s  agents,  whether  public  or  private, 
in  the  courts  of  Nazarcne  Princes.  He  is  fcnfible,  that 
ftich  a  man i fed  contempt  of  lupreme  authority  would 
abfolutely  ruin  him  ;  therefore  he  goes  more  fubtilly  to 
work,  for  he  writes,  indeed,  but  very  feldom,  and  then, 
with  cunning  artifice,  either  quite  coneeals,  or  at  lead 
difguifes  the  mod  confiderable  tranfaclions,  only  filling  up 
his  letters  with  trifling  dories,  and  impertinent  relations, 
nothing  to  my  purpofe  ;  thinking  by  this  means  to  bring 
upon  me  the  difpleafure  of  the  grandees,  through  the 
m’dakes  I  may  commit  for  want  of  better  advertifement. 

Be  it  how  it  will,  I  am  drangely  at  a  lofs  fometimes 
what  to  think,  or  how  to  write  to  my  fuperiors,  or  what 
fort  of  conduct  I  fhould  ufe  in  this  place,  amidd  fo  many 
various  reports  as  are  continually  fpread  abroad  in  Eu¬ 
rope  concerning  the  affairs  of  the  Seraglio,  the  diming 
city,  and  other  parts  of  the  Ottoman  empire  ;  whilft  this 
Kifur  dill  delays  to  afcertain  me  of  any  thing. 

I  have  been  wholly  a  dranger,  till  within  thefe  few 
days,  to  the  fate  of  the  Captain  Baffa,  who  was  drangled 
about  a  year  ago,  for  his  cowardice  and  ill  conduct  again  it 
the  Venetians ;  neither  knew  I  any  thing  of  the  adven¬ 
ture  and  flight  of  his  fons.  I  was  equally  ignorant  of  the 
xucceffion  of  the  Bafia  cf  Buda  in  this  important  com¬ 
mand,  and  of  many  other  changes  both  by  fea  and  land. 

So  at  prefent  here  are  a  thoufand  rumours  dirring  a- 
bout  one  thing  or  other  in  the  Ead.  Some  fay,  that 
Chufein  Baffa  is  drangled,  and  that  the  Captain  Baflar  is 
made  Vizier  Azem  in  his  dead  ;  others  report,  that  this 
firft  minifter  was  only  depofed  from  that  fupreme  digr.i- 
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ty,  the  feals  being  taken  from  him,  but  that,  neverthelefs, 
he  Hill  continues  to  be  general  of  the  Sultan’s  forces  in 
Candia  ;  a  third  fort  affirm,  that  he  intended  to  turn 
Chriftian,  holding  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  Pa¬ 
triarch  of  Jerufalem,  by  whole  means,  and  a  general  re¬ 
volt  of  the  Greeks,  Armenians,  and  other  Chriltians,  un¬ 
der  the  Grand  Seignior’s  jurifdiftion,  he  fought  to  betray 
the  Ottoman  blood,  and  exalt  himfelf  to  the  empire. 

I  am  not  willing  to  believe,  that  fuch  monftrous  perfi¬ 
dy  could  enter  into  the  heart  of  that  illuflr.ious  hero  ;  yet 
know  not  how  to  contradibl  it,  for  want  of  true  advice. 

It  is  reported  alfo,  that  Signior  Capello,  the  Venetian 
Bailo,  or  refident  at  the  Happy  Porte,  has  killed  himfelf 
with  a  poniard,  being  driven  to  defpair  by  his  long  con¬ 
finement,  and  the  cruel  ufage  he  had  received  from  the 
muffulmans.  God  knows  whether  it  be  true  or  no.  It 
would  be  much  to  my  fatisfaftion  to  have  a  particular  ac¬ 
count  of  all  thefe  things,  and  of  whatfoever  elfe  occurs 
worthy  of  notice  ;  for  how  can  I  difeharge  my  truft, 
whilfl  I  am  thus  kept  in  the  dark  ? 

They  talk  here  of  a  violent  plague  that  rages  in  Muf- 
covy,  and  that  above  200,000  people  have  died  of  it  in  the 
city  of  Mofcow  only,  befides  millions  that  have  been  fwept 
away  in  the  provinces  of  that  vail  empire.  Thofe  that 
really  know  not  themfelves,  nor  are  acquainted  with  their 
own  nature,  will  yet  pretend  to  penetrate  into  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  the  omnipotent,  and  pronounce  this  as  a  judgment 
on  the  Mufcovites,  for  the  cruelties  they  have  committed 
in  Poland.  Doubtiefs,  the  methods  of  fate  are  inferuta- 
ble. 

In  the  mean  while,  we  are  plagued  here  with  a  crew 
of  vagabonds,  whom  they  call  Gypfies,  or  Egyptians  ; 
for  they  pretend  to  be  defeended  from  that  place.  They 
fwarm  up  and  down  the  country  like  caterpillars,  devour- 
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ing  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  They  boaft  of  a  profound 
flcill  in  palmiftry,  phyfiognomy,  and  other  fciences,  cheat- 
ing  people  of  their  money,  under  the  notion  of  telling 
them  their  fortunes.  Nobody  knows  from  whence  they 
come,  or  whither  they  go,  for  they  are  as  uncertain  as 
the  wind  ;  a  nafty  generation,  and  the  very  burden  of 
the  land.  If  any  creatures  be  obliged  to  them,  it  is  the 
mice  and  rats,  with  whom  they  feem  to  be  in  league; 
for  they  kill  and  eat  all  the  cats  they  feize  on. 

Illuftrious  minifter,  I  pray  Heaven  defend  thee  from 
all  forts  of  plagues  and  vermin,  but  efpecially  from  mon- 
fiers  in  human  fliape. 

Paris,  26di  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1655. 


XV. — To  the  fame. 

As  I  am  alive,  thefc  gypfies  have  enchanted  me  :  I  can¬ 
not  put  them  cut  of  my  mind  ,  and  perhaps  it  will  nei¬ 
ther  be  impertinent  nor  troublefome  to  give  thee  a  far¬ 
ther  information  of  them. 

There  are  feveral  opinions  concerning  the  original  of 
thefe  vagrants,  and  they  have  been  thought  worthy  to  be 
inferted  into  hiftories.  Some  fay,  they  came  out  of  Tar¬ 
tary  or  Scythia,  and  that  they  firfl:  appeared  in  thefe  parts 
about  the  year  1417,  of  the  Chriftians  Hegira  ;  at  which 
time  they  entered  into  Saxony  in  troops,  having  the  paff- 
port  of  Sigifmund,  King  of  Hungaria,  and  the  fon  of 
Charles  IV.  They  had  alfo  the  recommendations  of 
divers  other  princes,  who  looked  upon  them  as  holy  per- 
fons,  or  prophets ;  for  they  pretended  that  they  were 
commanded  by  God  to  travel  over  the  whole  earth,  and 
not  to  have  either  houfes  or  lands  in  their  own  poffeflion  ; 
and  that  this  was  enjoined  them  as  a  penance  to  expiate 
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the  fin  of  their  anceftors,  who,  inhabiting  Egypt  in  the 
days  of  Jefus  the  Son  of  Mary,  the  Chriftians  Mefiias, 
refufed  to  entertain  that  holy  prophet  and  his  mother, 
when  they  fled  from  the  perfecution  of  Herod. 

Others  are  of  opinion,  that  they  came  firft  out  of  Per- 
fia,  and,  are  of  the  race  of  thofe  who  adore  the  fire  ;  be¬ 
ing  forced,  once  in  feven  years,  to  make  decimations  of 
their  people,  and  fend  away  many  caravans,  to  feek  their 
fortune  in  foreign  countries,  Perfia  not  being  able  to  fu- 
ftain  their  numerous  progeny. 

A  third  fort  affirm,  that  they  are  the  poflerity  of  the 
ten  Jewifh  tribes  that  were  carried  away  captives  by  Sal- 
manafiar  K  ng  of  Aflyria.  Nobody  knows  for  certain 
what  they  are,  or  from  whence.  They  are  of  fwarthy 
complexions,  wrapped  up  in  mantles  of  cotton  or  wool ; 
they  fpeak  feven  languages  ;  profefs  three  fciences  ;  obey 
one  king  or  general,  who  always  travels  with  them.  The 
Indians  call  them  Cingari,  from  a  word  in  their  language 
which  iignifies  a  kind  of  water-fowl,  that  hath  no  certain 
neft,  but  is  forced  every  night  to  feek  a  new  lodging  j 
for  fo  thefe  gypfies  rove  from  place  to  place.  The  Ger¬ 
mans  call  them  Zingener,  from  the  word  Zindcl,  which 
is  the  conftant  appellative  of  the  king  of  thefe  ramblers  ; 
as  Pharoah  was  of  old  among  the  Egyptians,  and  Caefar 
among  the  Romans.  In  many  things  they  referable  the 
Torlakins  and  Faquirs  of  the  Eaft,'  boafting  of  extraordi¬ 
nary  illuminations,  and  a  conftant  familiarity  with  God  ; 
though  fome  learned  men  among  the  Nazarenes  efteem 
them  no  better  than  a  crew  of  cheats  and  hypocrites, 
even  as  they  do  thofe  Oriental  Santones,  who,  they  fay, 
under  the  mailt  of  an  uncommon  holinefs,  commit  a  thou- 
land  villanies. 

God  beft  knows  what  judgment  is  to  be  made  either 
of  the  one  or  the  ether.  But  thefe  Egyptians,  as  they 
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call  them,  whether  they  are  really  fueh  or  no,  have  no 
great  marks  of  fandtity,  in  that  they  are  very  unclean  : 
'.They  feidom  or  never  wafh  themfelves,  but,  like  the  fwirre, 
wallow  in  all  manner  of  ftlthinefs,  eating  prohibited  meats, 
and  having  their  women  in  common,  which  are  tire  two 
fources  of  all  impurity. 

As  to  the  Faquirs  of  the  Eaft,  they  are  ftridl  obfervers 
of  the  law  of  abltinence  and  cltamrefs,  whether  they  be 
muftulmans,  or  the  gentiles  of  India  ;  and  if  in  other  mat¬ 
ters  they  may  be  found  faulty,  it  is  very  rare  ;  and  then 
they  exceed  not  the  charafter  of  humanity,  which  thou 
knoweft  is  by  nature  prone  to  error,  and  fubjeft  to  a 
thoufand  frailties  and  overfights.  We  are  all  men,  and 
God  does  not  expert  our  condudf  to  be  that  of  angels. 
His  repofe  is  in  himfelf ;  and  if  he  takes  any  complacency 
in  the  things  of  the  world,  it  is  in  beholding  every  thing 
adl  according  to  its  nature.  The  exquifite  form  and 
Symmetry  of  a  bee,  a  fpidcr,  or  a  pifmire,  with  the  ini¬ 
mitable  architecture  of  the  two  former,  and  the  admirable 
providence  of  the  latter,  may,  for  aught  we  know,  afford 
him  as  much  delight  as  the  mo  ft  celebrated  beauty, 
ftrenglh,  fc;ence,  and  performances  of  men  ;  for  his  power 
and  wifdom  are  equally  manifeft  in  all  things.  Every 
creature  is  perredf  in  its  kind,  only  a  wicked  man  is  a 
felot  in  the  univerfe. 

Wouldftthou  know'  what  the  WefternNazarenesaremoft 
bufy  about  at  this  time?  It  is  the  eledtion  of  a  new  pope. 
He  is  to  be  chofen  by  the  College  of  Cardinals,  who  are 
princes  of  the  Roman  church.  They  are  all  fiiut  up  in  a 
place  which  they  call  the  Conclave.  This  is  a  certain 
gallery  in  the  palace  of  the  Vatican  at  Rome,  where  every 
cardinal  has  his  cell,  or  apartment  by  himfelf,  having  on¬ 
ly  two  fervants  to  attend  him.  The  conclave  is  furround- 
ed  by  the  Roman  militia,  to  prevent  all  intercom  fe  by 
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letters  or  other  wife,  between  thofe  without  and  thofe 
within.  The  very  difhes  which  are  ferved  up  at  the  ta¬ 
bles  of  the  cardinals  are  narrowly  fearched,  left  any  let¬ 
ters  fhould  be  conveyed  in  them.  The  laft  polls  from 
Rome  affure  us,  that  there  were  no  lefs  than  lixty-lix  car¬ 
dinals  thus  (hut  up,  when  they  left  that  city  ;  and  there 
they  mull  remain  night  and  day,  without  taking  the  frefh 
air,  or  feeing  any  body,  till  they  have  agreed  in  their  elec¬ 
tion.  There  are  two  phyficians,  a  furgeon,  and  an  apo¬ 
thecary,  lhut  up  with  them  to  ferve  them  in  cafe  of  fick- 
nefs. 

One  of  the  conclavifts  is  the  Cardinal  de  Retz,  who 
efcaped  out  of  his  prifon  in  this  kingdom,  and  fled  to 
Rome  for  protection,  from  whence  he  fent  a  letter  to 
the  archbifttops,  and  other  prelates  of  France,  which  be¬ 
ing  pronounced  a  feditious  libel  againft  the  king  and  the 
government,  was,  in  the  end  of  the  laft  moon,  burnt  pub¬ 
licly  by  the  king’s  order,  and  all  copies  of  it  prohi¬ 
bited. 

The  king  has  alfo  fent  private  inftruCtions  to  the  car¬ 
dinals  of  his  party  at  Rome,  to  keep  a  ftrid  watch  on 
the  conduCl  of  de  Retz,  and  to  oppofe  him  in  all  things. 
Here  is  nothing  but  caballing  and  intrigue  among  thefe 
infidels.  They  are  good  at  a  ilratagem,  and  know  bet-  • 
ter  how  to  undermine  one  another,  than  to  face  their  e- 
siemies  in  the  open  field  ;  which  is  a  charaCler  more  fuit- 
able  to  women  than  men  ;  whereas,  thou  knoweft  our 
heroes  in  the  Eail  know  no  other  way  to  honour,  victo¬ 
ry,  and  empire,  than  by  downright  bravery  and  refolu- 
tien,  fubdui'ig'all  things  by  the  force  of  their  arms  But 
God,  when  he  divided  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  fepa- 
rated  the  fons  of  Noah,  affigned  to  every  one  a  different 
conftella'ior,,  according  to  whofe  influence  the  genius  of 
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each  people  is  difpofed.  They  all  obey  the  dictates  of 
their  particular  ftars,  and  the  orders  of  eternal  deftiny. 

Therefore,  fage  minifter,  fince  Mars  is  the  planet  of  the 
foils  of  Ifmael,  and  the  afcendant  of  the  Ottoman  empire, 
there  is  no  need  that  we  fhould  turn  apoftates  from  the 
ftar  of  our  better  fortune,  to  court  the  glances  of  Mercu¬ 
ry,  who  is  only  the  guardian  of  knaves  and  cheats. 

Paris,  26th  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1655. 


BOOK  II. 

LETTER  I, — To  Cara  Hali,  Phyjician  to  the  Grand 

Seignior. 

I;  ormerlv  I  could  have  written  to  thee  with  as  much 
freedom  as  I  could  to  Egri  Boinou,  (on  whom  reft  the 
favours  of  God)  or  as  I  can  now  to  Dgnet  Oglou,  to 
my  brother  Pefteli  Hali,  or  to  any  of  my  familiar  friends  : 
But  when  I  conlider  tire  eminent  Ration  thou  poffeffeft, 
in  that  the  health  and  life  of  the  mighty  emperor  is  now 
committed  to  thy  Ikill  and  care,  I  am  many  times  at  a 
Hand  how  to  addrefs  myfelf.  Methinks  thou  art  tinctur¬ 
ed  with  the  majePcy  of  that  perfonage,  wliofe  hand  thou 
fo  often  haft  the  honour  to  touch,  when  required  to  dif- 
cover,  by  the  beating  of  his  pulfe,  the  interior  maladies 
which  afflift  his  royal  foul.  Yet  I  know  thou  ft  ill  re¬ 
tained:  thy  humanity,  and  wilt  not  defpife  thofe  whom 
thou  haft  once  thought  worthy  of  friendfnip. 

Suffer  me  then  to  converfe  with  a  philofophic  free¬ 
dom,  that  is,  in  an  addrefs  void  of  formalities  and  re- 
ferves. 

I  know  it  is  of  no  import  whether  Mahrnut  be  Tick  or 
well,  provided  the  Grand  Seignior  be  ferved.  What 
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fignify  the  languilhing  paias  or  more  acute  agonies  of  a 
Have,  fo  long  as  he  is  able  to  carry  on  his  mailer’s  inte- 
reft  ?  We  are  not  born  for  ourfelves  only,  but,  by  the 
very  condition  of  our  nature,  are  obliged  to  confecrate 
our  lives  to  the  fervice  of  others.  It  is  a  reciprocal  debt, 
from  which  no  mortal  is  free.  Every  man  owes  fome- 
thing  to  his  relations,  more  to  his  friends,  but  molt  of  all 
to  the  public. 

Therefore  I  make  no  complaints  of  my  lot,  nor  mur¬ 
mur  at  the  will  of  deltiny.  I  accufe  not  the  liars  of  my 
nativity,  nor  tax  them  with  unkindly  afpedts  ;  but  am 
contented  with  my  fortune,  be  it  good  or  bad,  and  refign- 
ea  to  the  pleafure  of  Heaven. 

As  nature  has  framed  my  body  infirm  and  weak,  fub- 
ject  to  a  thouland  maladies,  fo  is  my  mind  alfo  haraffed 
with  diltempers  which  have  no  number.  But,  above  all, 
I  labour  under  a  kind  of  inte.ledlual  fever,  a  perpetual 
third  of  knowledge,  which  all  the  books  and  converfe  in 
the  world  cannot  fatisfy.  There  is  no  end  of  my  doubts 
and  fcruples  ;  every  thing  appears  to  me  as  ambiguous  as 
the  anfwers  of  the  Delphic  Oracle ;  nay,  I  am  a  perfedt 
riddle  to  myfelf. 

Tell  me,  dear  Hali,  how  I  fhould  cure  this  dropfy  of 
the  mi.id,  and  I  will  not  trouble  thee  with  the  inconiider- 
able  difeafes  of  my  body.  I  have  a  high  opinion  of  you 
phyficians,  and  Iliad  put  more  confidence  in  thy  advice 
than  in  the  Te  t  of  the  Mufti.  Conceal  not  thy  art 
from  Mahmut,  who  admires  thee  with  a  refpedt  equal,  to 
that  winch  he  pays,  to  the  men  ories  of  Avicen,  Ai'  Razi, 
Helal,  and  the  red  of  thofe  excellent  phyficians,  mention¬ 
ed  in  our  Arabian  hi  Tories. 

And  now  chefe  ornaments  of  our  nation  are  come  into 
my  mind,  permit  them  to  divert  me  iron',  faying  or  think¬ 
ing  any  more  of  myfelf  at  prefent ;  for  it  wiil  be  better. 
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to  turn  the  dilcourfe  to  fuch  illuftrious  themes.  At  worft, 
it  will  be  but  an  innocent  digreffion. 

In  perufrng  the  lives  of  thole  famous  men,  I  meet  with 
tome  paffages  which  are  very  delightful.  Perhaps  thou 
halt  feen  the  fame  ;  yet  it  will  do  thee  no  hurt  to  call 
them  again  to  thy  re  1  embrance. 

I  have  read  in  a  certain  manufeript,  penned  by  Ibra¬ 
him  the  fon  of  Plelah,  a  renowned  phyfician  at  Bagdaf, 
this  memoir  of  his  father  :  “  On  a  certain-  day,  fays  he, 
that  my  father  had  ad  niniftered  phyfic  to  the  Emperor 
Tuzan,  for  which  he  was  prefented  with  a  royal  veil,  re¬ 
warded  with  five  thoufand  piaftres,  and  by  the  emperor’s 
command  was  carried  through  the  ftreets  in  hate,  I  ob- 
ferved  that  he  was  penfive  amidft  all  thofe  honours,  and 
troubled  in  mind,  when  I  thought  he  had  greateft  reafon 
to  rejoice  :  Therefore  I  f  id  to  him,  My  father,  how 
comes  it  to  pafs,  that  you  are  thus  dejected  at  a  time 
when  all  the  world  expects  to  fee  you  diffolved  in  plea- 
fure  ?  He  anfwered,  Son,  he  that  has  beftowed  thefe 
honours  on  me  is  a  fool,  and  does  things  prepofteroufly, 
without  reafon ;  and  therefore  1  cannot  rejoice  at  thefe 
untimely  favours  he  has  fhovved  me,  being  fenfible  they 
are  not  the  effefts  of  his  judgment,  but  of  his  ignorance. 
I  gave  him  a  cathartic  potion,  which  worked  fo  ftrongly 
with  him,  that  it  excoriated  his  bowels,  and  brought  forth 
blood  ;  fo  that  I  was  forced  to  ufe  a  different  method, 
both  to  remove  his  diftemper,  and  flop  the  violent  flux. 
In  the  mean  while,  he  ignorantly  believing  that  the  void¬ 
ing  of  fo  much  blood  procured  him  the  prefent  e^fe  and 
health  he  feels,  therefore  ordered  thefe  honours  to  be  done 
me  which  thou  feeft.  Now  that  which  faddens  me,  is  my 
fear,  left  fome  time  or  other,  he  may  through  his  igno- 
vauce  commit  as  great  an  error  on  the  contrary  fide,  and 
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fufpeCt  that  I  have  clone  him  an  injury,  when  there  is  no 
ground  for  it,  and  fo  put  me  to  death.” 

Tell  me,  my  friend,  had  not  this  phyfician  reafon  for 
his  behaviour  and  words  ?  He  was  a  man  of  great  abili¬ 
ties,  accomplilhed  with  divers  fciences,  and  in  high  dteem 
with  the  princes  and  nobles  of  Arabia. 

It  were  worth  thy  pains  to  perufe  frequently  the  life 
of  Avicen,  written  by  himfelf,  wherein  thou  wilt  behold 
the  methods  he  ufed  to  acquire  a  profound  {kill  in  the 
fciences  :  Plow  he  was  at  iir  ft  puzzled  in  the  metaphy- 
f:cs,  and  was  almofl  driven  to  defpair,  till  a  dream  unfold¬ 
ed  to  him  whatfoever  was  difficult.  When  he  was  at  a 
lofs  in  any  difquilition,  he  ufed  to  frequent  the  mofques, 
and  pour  forth  devout  and  frequent  orifons  to  the  Source 
jof  intellectual  light,  till  the  thing  was  manifefted  to  him. 
He  fat  up  late  at  nights,  having  a  lamp  perpetually  burn¬ 
ing  in  his  chamber,  applying  himfelf  attentively  to  books 
and  contemplation.  This  was  his  courfe,  till  he  was  con- 
fummate  in  all  the  liberal  fciences,  which  was  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  his  age. 

But  of  all  the  phylicians  whofe  names  adorn  our  hifto- 
ry,  none  feems  comparable  to  Thabet  Eb’n  Abrahim,  for 
his  {kill  in  exadtly  indicating  the  caufes  of  a  diftemper,  by. 
the  different  meafures  of  the  pulfe.  Abul  Pharai,  his 
contemporary  and  friend,  writes  thus  of  him  :  “  On  a 
certain  day,  (fays  he)  when  I  was  with  Thabet  Eb’n 
Abrahim  of  Plarrain,  in  the  houfe  of  Abu  Mohammed 
the  Vizier,  Abu  Adaila  Ebno’l  Hejai  the  poet  being  there 
alfo,  reached  forth  his  hand  to  Thabet,  defiring  him  to 
feel  his  pulfe.  To  whom  the  phyfician  forthwith  replied, 
Thou  halt  ufed  a  grofs  diet,  and  been  intemperate  in  eat¬ 
ing  four  milk  with  veal. — The  other  anfwering,  that  it 
was  true,  and  all  the  company  admiring,  Abu’l  Abbas 
the  affrologer  alfo  reached  forth  his  hand.  But  when 
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Thabet  had  felt  his  pulfe,  Thou,  faid  he,  hall  committed 
an  excefs  in  taking  too  much  of  cold  things  ;  for,  as  I 
judge,  thou  haft  eat  about  eleven  pomegranates.  Imme¬ 
diately  Abu’l  Abbas  cried  out,  This  is  a  prophet  certain¬ 
ly,  and  more  than  a  phyftcian,  for  he  fpeaks  the  truth  to 
a  tittle.  Every  body  was  allonifhed  at  his  wondrous 
knowledge,  and  I  more  than  all  the  reft :  Wherefore, 
when  I  had  him  alone,  I  faid,  My  dear  Thabet,  the  ftu- 
dy  of  phyfic  is  common  to  us  both  ;  therefore  hide  no¬ 
thing  from  me,  but  difcover  freely  by  what  art  you  were 
able  to  tell,  that  the  poet  eat  lour  milk  with  veal,  and  not 
as  well  with  beef  or  mutton  ;  and  that  the  aftrologer  eat 
no  more  nor  lefs  than  eleven'  pomegranates.  He  anfwer- 
ed,  My  mind  fuggefted  this  to  me,  and  prompted  my 
tongue  to  utter  it.  Then  I  defired  him  to  (how  me  the 
fcheme  of  his  nativity,  which  he  did  at  his  own  houfe  ; 
and  confidering  it  attentively,  I  obferved,  that  the  planet 
Jupiter  was  lord  of  the  horofcope.  Then  I  faid  to  him, 
It  is  this  fpeaks,  my  dear  friend,  not  you,  fo  often  as  you 
make  t’nefe  fortunate  conjectures.” — Thus  far  Abu’l 
Pharai. 

God  knows  whether  the  ftars  have  any  fuch  influence 
on  men  in  their  birth  or  no.  I  am  not  very  credulous  in 
this  point ;  nor  can  the  authority  of  the  ancients,  or  the 
character  cf  the  Perfian  and  Chaldean  Magi  captivate  my 
mind  in  an  implicit  faith  of  things  fo  liable  to  doubt. 
Who  knows  what  the  ftars  are  made  of,  or  for  what  ends 
they  are  created?  Yet  I  muft  own,  that  forne  men  feem 
to  be  born  with  inherent  faculties,  which  others  can  never 
acquire  with  all  the  art  and  induftry  in  the  world.  One 
man  is  of  a  poetic  conftitution  ;  another  is  genially  in¬ 
clined  to  phyfic  ;  a  third  excels  in  mechanics  ;  every  man 
has  his  peculiar  gift ;  and  yet,  perhaps,  all  this  while,  the 
tars  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  matter.  However,,  if 
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there  be  any  truth  in  aflrology,  the  Perflans,  Chaldeans, 
Arabians,  and  Indians,  fcem  to  be  the  only  men  of  all 
nations,  conilellated  to  underhand  this  fcience  petfedly. 
One  knows  not  what  to  think,  amidil  fo  many  appear¬ 
ances  of  truth  and  falfehood  ;  nor  can  our  thoughts  be  of 
any  great  import,  be  it  how  it  will  in  thefe  fpeculative 
matters.  At  the  day  of  judgment,  we  lhall  not  be  alli¬ 
ed,  what  proficiency  we  have  made  in  logic,  metaphyflcs, 
aftronofny,  or  any  other  fcience  ;  but,  whether  we  have 
lived  according  to  our  nature,  as  men  endowed  with  mo¬ 
rality  and  reafon.  In  that  hour,  it  will  more  avail  us,  that 
we  have  thrown  a  handful  of  flour  in  charity  to  a  nelt 
of  contemptible  pifmires,  than  that  we  cbuld  mufter  all 
the  hofls  of  Heaven,  and  call  every  liar  by  its  proper 
name.  For  then  the  con  deflations  tliemfelves  lhall  difap- 
pear,  tiie  fun  and  moon  lhall  give  no  more  light,  and  all 
the  frame  of  nature  (hall  vanilh  ;  but  our  good  and  bad 
works  lhall  remain  for  ever  recorded  in  the  archives  of 
eternity. 

If  from  this  manner  of  writing  thou  (halt  conjecture  I 
am  melancholy,  and  wilt  alfo  reveal  the  caufes  and  reme¬ 
dy  of  this  dillemper,  thou  (halt  be  more  to  me  than  a 
thoufand  Avicens,  Helals,  Thabets,  or  all  the  phyflcians 
and  aftrologers  of  the  Eaft  ;  for  thefe  kind  of  thoughts 
are  mournful  as  the  ihadow  of  death. 

Paris,  23d  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1655. 


II. — To  Afis,  Bajfa. 

I  know  not  whether  thou  wilt  praife  or  condemn  the. 
fentence  which  the  EleCtor  of  Saxony  pronounced  not 
long  ago  on  a  poor  fellow,  for  killing  a  deer.  Yet,  be- 
caufe  there  is  fornething  very  lingular  in  it,  I  will  relate 
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the  whole  paffage,  as  I  received  it  from  Nathan  Ben  Sad- 
di,  the  Jew  at  Vienna. 

In  the  moon  of  Cheuval,  a  certain  citizen  of  Wirtem- 
berg  was  accufed  before  the  eleftor,  for  hunting  in  his 
foreft,  and  killing  one  of  his  deer :  The  duke,  in  a  rage, 
commanded  him  to  be  fet  upon  a  ftag,  his  hands  chained 
to  the  horns,  and  his  feet  under  the  belly  of  the  beaft,  or¬ 
dering  that  the  ftag,  with  this  burden,  Ihould  be  let 
loofe,  to  run  whither  he  would.  The  poor  frightened 
ftag,  not  being  accuftomed  to  fucn  a  load,  and  terrified 
with  the  rattling  of  the  chains,  ran  away  full  fpeed  over 
hills  and  dales,  through  thickets  of  briars  and  thorns,  ne¬ 
ver  flopping  till  he  had  meafured  above  three-and- thirty 
German  leagues,  and  then  tired  with  10  vaft  a  race,  he 
fell  down  ;  at  which  inftant,  a  caravan  was  coming  by 
that  place  out  of  Silefia. 

The  poor  wretch  on  the  back  of  the  ftag,  almoft  dead 
with  the  pains  he  had  undergone,  in  fo  continued  and  vi¬ 
olent  a  motion,  being  alfo  forely  bruifed,  and  his  flefti 
torn  and  mangled  by  the  boughs  of  trees,  as  the  ftag 
ruftied  through  thick  woods,  cried  aloud  to  the  caravan, 
begging  that  fome  of  them  would  in  mercy  difpatch  him 
out  of  his  torments  ;  but  they,  either  for  fear  of  the 
duke’s  difpleafure,  or  for  other  reafons,  refufed  him  this 
kindnefs  ;  fo  that  after  the  ftag  had  refted  a  while,  and 
recovered  new  fpirits,  he  began  a  frelh  career  ;  and  never 
ceafed  running  till  he  arrived  at  a  certain  monastery  or 
convent  of  religious,  where  he  beat  againft  the  gate  with 
his  horns,  till  fome  of  the  dervifes  opened  it,  and  let  him 
in.  They,  aftonilhed  to  fee  a  man  thus  pinioned  to  a  ftag, 
his  face,  arms,  legs,  and  all  his  body  covered  with  blood, 
and  himfclf  ready  to  expire,  immediately  brought  him 
cordials  and  other  refreftiments,  whilft  fome  were  employ¬ 
ed  in  tooling  his  chains  3  but  being  informed  by  his  own 
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mouth  how  he  came  into  this  condition,  they  began  to 
think  of  turning  him  loofe  again,  for  fear  of  the  duke’s 
anger.  However,  fuffering  themfelves  to  be  overcome  by 
the  importunity  of  the  miferable  man,  and  relying  on  their 
ecclefiaftic  privileges  (for  here  in  the  Weil  the  convents 
are  generally  allowed  fandfuaries  for  all  forts  of  offenders), 
they  took  him  into  their  protedlion  ;  but  he  expired  that 
night. 

It  is  hard  to  determine,  whether  the  duke  or  thefe  def- 
vifes  were  in  the  right  or  wrong  :  The  French,  who  of 
late  have  by  a  fafhion  learned  to  grow  obdurate,  juftify 
the  proceedings  of  this  prince  ;  faying,  that  pity  is  a  pa£» 
fion  fit  only  for  women,  children,  and  fools:  They  efteem 
it  a  mark  of  a  great  fpirit,  a  mind  capable  of  empire,  not 
to  be  moved  with  the  fighs  or  tears  of  the  miferable,  but 
to  frown  or  laugh  at  the  misfortunes  of  others.  This, 
they  fay,  is  the  only  method  to  harden  rnen  for  war,  con- 
queft,  and  plunder,  where  the  vidlors  are  to  cut  their  way 
to  honour  and  riches  through  the  hearts  of  the  vanquifh- 
ed,  to  quench  the  ardent  thirfl  of  glory  with  human 
blood,  and  to  celebrate  their  triumphs  only  in  the  midft 
of  horrid  maffacres  and  funerals. 

It  is  true,  thefe  principles  and  adtions  are  allowable  in 
men  of  the  fword,  when  they  fight  the  battles  of  their 
king  and  country  in  heat  of  blood  :  But  clemency  and 
compaffion  are  virtues  becoming  the  greateft  prince,  or 
moll  valiant  general,  when  their  enemies  are  reduced,  by 
the  fortune  of  war,  to  kifs  the  duft  of  their  feet,  and  beg 
for  mercy  ;  or,  when  in  time  of  peace,  their  fubjedts  fall 
into  a  crime  which  may  admit  of  indulgence.  Certainly 
thefe  Weftern  infidels  have  wrong  notions  of  humanity, 
in  afferting,  that  cruelty  is  either  a  fign  of  a  noble  nature, 
fer  a  ftep  to  true  happinefs  ;  fince  the  moil  hard-hearted 
tyrant,  one  time  os  other,  will  have  need  of  compaffion 
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himfelf ;  efpecially  in  ficknefs,  and  the  agonies  of  death, 
which  perhaps  prove  more  tormenting  to  him,  than  to 
the  merciful  raid  generous.  It  is  recorded  of  A1  Hejai 
Eb’n  Hefn.dm,  a  famous  Arabian  captain,  that  v.dien  in 
a  malignant  fever,  he  called  for  water  to  drink,  and  it  was 
denied  him  by  the  phyficians  who  had  the  care  of  his 
health  :  “  It  is  enough,  (faid  he)  Rueno’ddauia,  once  my 
lieutenant,  to  whom  I  forgave  three  treafons,  and  who 
died  a  natural  death,  has  refrefhed  me  at  this  minute  with 
a  liquor  unknown  ;  fare  it  is  the  wine  of  paradife.”  And 
from  that  moment  he  began  to  recover  his  health,  after 
which  he  lived  many  years,  often  rehearfing  this  palfage 
among  his  famdiar  friends  to  his  lad  day. 

But  the  infidels  are  either  ignorant  of  thefe  examples, 
or,  if  they  know  them,  pride  will  not  fuller  them  to  learn 
morality  and  juftice.  They  are  delfined,  the  greateft 
part,  to  he  incredulous  to  the  day  of  judgment.  How 
many  prophets  has  God  fent  into  all  nations,  to  teaclr 
them  the  right  way,  and  not  the  way  of  fuch  with  whom 
he  is  difpleafed  !  Yet  they  will  not  be  converted  :  They 
look  on  the  apofties  and  mefTengers  of  the  Eternal,  with 
the  eyes  of  fwirte  ;  they  grant  under  the  burden  of  their 
fenfuality,  and  like  thofe  filthy  animals  return  to  their 
mire  again.  Yet  that  fuperlatively  Merciful  winks  at 
their  frailties,  and  vifrts  them  with  his  graces  every  morn¬ 
ing  ;  but  they  put  their  fingers  in  their  ears,  and  turn  a- 
way  in  difdain,  as  from  a  beggar;  they  reject  the  King  of 
all  things,  as  a  fugitive  and  vagabond  on  earth. 

From  that  delectable  Elfence,the  odour  of  whofe  fweet- 
nefs  is  diffufed  through  the  elements,  and  refrefnes  the 
minds  of  the  true  faithful,  let  us,  by  continual  devotion 
and  virtue,  attraft  divine  tinctures,  till  our  .  hearts  be  all 
transformed  into  incenfe,  and  in  this  aromatic  pile,  our 
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fouls  expire  like  tlie  phoenix,  to  revive  again  in  the  joys 
of  paradife,  in  amours  which  know  no  end. 

Paris,  8th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1655. 


III. — To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew,  at  Vienna. 

X  wonder,  at  nothing,  much  lefs  at  the  extravagant  ca¬ 
prices  of  tyrants.  Methinks  there  appears  no  novelty  in 
modern  tranfadtions  ;  they  are  but  a  repetition  of  ancient 
practices,  under  new  forms.  Of  all  the  events  of  this  age, 
not  one  has  come  to  my  knowledge  which  gives  me  a  fur- 
prife  :  Yet  I  mult  confels,  there  is  fomething  very  lingu¬ 
lar  in  the  punilhmeat  the  Duke  of  Saxony  inflifted,  as 
thy  letter  tells  me,  on  the  poor  deer-ftealer.  And  if  it 
be  juft  to  put  a  man  to.  death  on  fuch  an  account,  as  the 
Indians  hold,  the  duke  fee  ms  very  ingenious  and  accurate 
in  the  choice  he  made  of  an  executioner. 

The  ancient  Romans  had  a  law  which  they  called  Lex 
Talionis,  which  in  all  criminal  cafes  appointed  the  pu- 
liithiuent  to  be  in  fome  circumftances  adequate  to  the 
fault  ;  and  thou  knoweft  Mofes  your  lawgiver  left  much 
the  fame  ftatutes;  requiring  the  lofs  of  the  eye  of  him 
who  had  put  another  man’s  out,  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  au 
arm  for  an  arm,  and  fo  proportionably  of  other  injuries. 
But  this  prince  feems  to  have  made  a  fupp'ement,  where 
thefe  laws  appeared  Ihort ;  and  has  flipwed  a  moft  exqui- 
iite  nicenefs  of  revenge  in  the  delliny  or  the  unfortunate 
huntfman,  to  eaufe  a  hag  to  be  in  l'o  peculiar  a  manner 
the  inftrument  of  his  death,  who  had  villanoufly  murder¬ 
ed  one  of  the  fame  fpecies  :  Doubtlefs  it  was  a  princely 
fieak  of  juftice  ;  and  had  it  been  done  purely  to  avenge 
the  blood  of  the  llaughtered  beaft,  and  not  in  vindication 
of  his  own  right,  I  could  not  forbear  to  pronounce  it 
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a  frolic  worthy  of  a  hero.  But  he  himfelf  is  frequently 
guilty  of  the  fame  kind  of  murder,  as  are  moft  of  the 
great  men  in  Europe,  whofe  tables  are  no  other  than  the 
altars  of  gluttony,  fmoking  with  flelh  and  blood,  whilft 
hecatombs  of  animals  are  there  facrificed  to  voracious  ap¬ 
petites,  the  idols  of  thefe  Weftern  people. 

Methinks,  therefore,  it  had  been  more  generous  and 
becoming  a  prince,  to  pardon  the  poor  fellow  a  theft, 
which  perhaps  was  the  only  method  he  had  to  preferve 
himfelf  and  his  family  from  ftarving  ;  and  for  aught  T 
know,  he  had  as  much  right,  according  to  the  law  of  na¬ 
ture,  to  kill  a  flag,  as  the  owner  has.  But  there  is  no 
talk  to  be  made  of  right  or  wrong,  where  power  ovcr- 
ttdtsall. 

India  is  at  prefent  the  only  public  theatre  of  juftice 
towards  all  living  creatures :  There  it  is  a  capital  crime 
to  (hed  the  blood  of  any  animal,  and  punifhed  with  death, 
no  lefs  than  the  murder  of  a  man.  The  princes  and  no¬ 
bles  indeed  inclofe  deer,  and  other  innocent  creatures  in 
parks,  not  with  a  defign  to  prey  upon  them  at  their  plea- 
fure,  but  to  defend  them  from  the  violence  of  others ; 
whiift  thofe  happy  animals  range  and  feed  where  they 
pleafe  within  thofe  pales,  free  from  peril,  and  never  fear¬ 
ing  any  other  death,  fave  that  they  pay  to  nature,  when 
they  have  fpun  out  the  accuftomed  term  of  their  life. 
They  alfo  build  hofpitals  for  a  like  purpofe  ;  and  are  at 
a  great  charge  evety  year  to  redeem  a  certain  number  of 
exen  and  cows  from  (laughter  ;  for  they  efteem  it  a  bar¬ 
barous  and  inhuman  cruelty  to  murder  thofe  creatures 
which  are  the  nurfes  of  our  life. 

The  law  of  Mofes,  if  I  miflake  not,  obliges  all  of  thy 
nation  to  certain  lpecihc  tenderneflcs  toward  the  dumb 
animals.  And  Eefa  the  prophet,  a  man  of  no  obfcure 
cxtraA,  but  of  a  noted  race  among  the  Hebrews,  fays 
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“  He  that  killeth  an  ox,  is  as  if  he  flew  a  man  ;  and  he 
that  facrihceth  a  lamb,  as  if  he  beheaded  a  dog.”  And 
in  another  place  the  fame  propliet  fays,  in  the  perfon  of 
God,  “  To  what  porpofe  is  the  multitude  of  your  facri- 
fices  to  me  ?  I  am  offended  with  the  fmoke  of  your  burnt- 
offerings,  and  naufeated  with  the  fmell  of  broiled  fat. 
I  take  no  delight  in  the  blood  of  bulls,  lambs,  or  goats. 
Who  hath  required  thefe  things  at  your  hands  ?  Bring  no 
more  vain  cb’ations,  which  my  foul  hateth.” 

By  thofe  expreffions,  one  would  think  the  prophet 
brings  in  God,  denying  that  ever  he  commanded  any  fuch 
faerifices,  or  fhedding  of  blood,  and  proteliing  again!!  it 
as  an  abomination.  Where  then  is  the  reputation  of  thofe 
writings  which  go  under  the  name  of  Mofes  ?  for  in  them 
thefe  bloody  victims  are  exprefsly  enjoined.  God  cannot 
be  contradictory7  to  himfelf.  Doubtlefs,  a  great  pait  of 
th;  true  law  which  God  gave  to  Mofes,  was  loft  in  the 
former  captivities  of  your  nation,  when  your  cities  and 
provinces  were  quite  difpeopled,  your  fathers  led  away 
by  the  victorious  monarchs  of  the  Eaft,  and  your  choice!! 
memoirs  aboliihed  ;  fo  that  what  remains  now  is  only  a 
eolleflion  of  fragments  patched  up  by  Efdras  and  other 
induftrious  feribes,  to  which  they  gave  the  fpecious  title 
ef  the  law  of  Mofes,  that  lo  they  might  faften  the  wa¬ 
vering  people  in  obedience  to  fomething,  though  of  their 
ewn  devifing. 

Nathan,  I  do  not  go  about  to  feduce  thee.  Examine 
all  things  ;  believe  neither  me  nor  thy  own  rabbis,  but 
truft  only  thy  reafon,  which  will  Hand  by  thee  at  the 
day  of  judgment,  when  all  things  elfe  (hall  fail. 

Paris,  8th  cf  flic  5th  Meon,  of  the  Year  1655, 
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IV. — To  Dgebe  Nafir,  Bajfa. 

These  Nazarenes,  like  the  followers  of  the  prophet, 
are  divided  into  innumerable  fedls  ;  and  fo  it  is  in  all  re¬ 
ligions.  Men  cannot  think  alike  ;  nature  itfelf  delights 
in  variety.  God  has  diverfified  the  faculties  of  our  louls, 
as  he  has  the  confcitutions  of  our  bodies :  The  zealot  is 
fubjedl  to  choler,  the  bigot  to  melancholy ;  the  libertine 
is  of  a  fanguine  complexion  ;  and  as  for  the  reft,  they 
are  but  10  many  walking  fpeaking  lumps  of  phlegm. 
This  is  the  phyfical  divifion  of  mortals  ;  under  which  are 
comprehended  the  various  tempers  which  refult  from  the 
different  mixture  of  thefe  four  radical  principles  ;  and 
for  this  we  muft  thank  Galen  and  Hippocrates. 

But  if  we  confult  the  aftrologers,  they  will  aflign  as 
manyd  fferent  humours  and  complexions  as  there  be  ftars 
in  the  heavens,  at  leaft  as  there  be  confteilations.  They 
will  tell  you  of  the  bull  and  the  bear,  and  God  knows 
wl'.at  heavenly  ftories :  The  dragon  fhall  fpit  venom  on 
one  man’s  nativity  out  of  his  mouth,  and  give  another 
a  poifonous  lick  with  his  tail.  If  we  believe  all  they  fay, 
there  is  not  an  herb  in  the  field  but  has  its  particular 
ftar,  whofe  influence  caufes  it  to  grow  and  profper ; 
though  Mofes  tells  us  that  all  the  vegetables  appeared 
on  the  earth  even  before  the  ftars  themfelves  had  their 
exiftence  in  the  heavens. 

But  whether  there  be  any  truth  in  aftrology  or  no,  this 
is  certain,  that  men  differ  in  their  fentiments  of  religion 
as  they  do  in  their  faces.  The  phyfiognomy  of  faith  is 
infinitely  various  ;  one  man  believes  in  Mofes,  another  in 
Jefus  the  Son  of  Mary,  a  third  in  Mahomet  our  holy 
lawgiver.  Then  thefe  are  fubdivided  into  innumerable 
parties;  the  Jews  have  feventy  eminent  religious  factions; 
there  are  numbered  feventy-and-one  feels  of  Chriftians  ; 
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and  feventy-two  of  muflulmans.  Thefe  are  all  at  odds 
about  words  and  the  exterior  ceremonies  ;  fo  zealous  for 
charity  and  peace,  that  they  are  in  perpetual  wars  for  its 
fake,  murdering  one  another  in  the  love  of  God  ;  and 
fuch  ftout  champions  for  the  truth,  that  they  fcruple  not 
to  tell  ten  thoufand  lies  in  its  defence. 

The  differences  between  the  Greek  and  Armenian  Na- 
-zarenes,  the  Neftorians  and  Jacobites,  with  other  fedis  of 
the  Ealt,  are  not  unknown  to  the  minifters  of  the  Porte. 
But  perhaps  thou  art  a  ftranger  to  the  newer  fchifms  of 
the  Weft. 

The  moft  eminent  divifion  of  Chriftendom,  at  this 
time,  is  into  catholics  and  proteftants  :  The  former  obey 
the  Roman  mufti,  and  boaft  of  an  uninterrupted  feries 
of  caliphs  from  Peter  the  vicar  of  the  Meffias  down  to 
the  prefent  pope  ;  the  latter  are  the  followers  of  Luther 
and  Calvin,  men  who  pretended  to  certain  new  lights, 
and  claimed  a  right  to  reform  the  errors  of  their  fathers 
in  matters  of  faith  and  worfhip.  God  beft  knows  who 
is  in  the  right  or  wrong  of  thefe  two  parties ;  but  they 
have  always  been  at  daggers-drawing  in  defence  of  their 
feverai  tenets,  perfecuting  and  maflacring  one  another  for 
confcience  fake.  Both  fees  appeal  to  the  written  law, 
to  apoftolical  traditions,  to  the  teftimony  of  the  ancients, 
the  decrees  of  councils,  and  the  practice  of  thofe  whom 
they  call  the  primitive  church  ;  yet  neither  part  will  al¬ 
low  the  other  a  fufficient  judgment  to  interpret  thofe 
memoirs  of  antiquity,  nor  an  authentic  power  to  decide 
controverfies  of  this  nature.  Thus  their  difputes  are 
like  to  laft  till  the  final  day  of  decifion,  when  all  human 
quarrels  lhall  be  determined  before  the  grand  tribunal. 

In  the  mean  time,  they  take  all  advantages  to  execute 
their  fpite  and  malice  on  each  other,  under  the  notion  of 
juftice  and  piety.  We  are  daily  alarmed  here  with  tra 
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gical  relations  of  horrid  murders  ar.d  butcheries  commit¬ 
ted  on  the  proleftants  of  Piedmont,  and  other  parts  un¬ 
der  the  Duke  of  Savoy  ;  whilit  iome  fay  that  all  thefe 
reports  are  falfe,  and  the  fufferings  of  thofe  people  are, 
according  to  law,  the  due  puuifhment  of  their  rebellious 
actions. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  adjuft  their  differences ;  nor 
is  it  material  to  a  muffulman  which  of  them  has  the  law 
on  their  fide  :  Yet  if  I  were  inclined  to  take  any  part,  it 
fhould  be  that  of  the  oppreffed.  Cruelty  I  abhor,  and 
our  holy  Prophet  has  forbid  force  to  be  ufed  in  matters 
of  religion,  fince  the  confcience  is  refponfible  to  none 
but  God. 

May  that  God,  from  whofe  unity  have  fprung  all  the 
■different  effences  in  the  world,  and  all  the  variety  in  na¬ 
ture,  give  us  grace  to  love  the  whole  creation,  and  not  to 
fned  blood  unlefs  in  the  facred  combat. 

Paris,  13th  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1653. 


V. — To  William  Vospel,  a  Reclufe  of  slujlria. 

1  had  concluded  thee  dead,  till  thv  letter  certified  me 
to  the  contrary.  So  long  a  filence  between  friends  would 
put  any  man  upon  the  fame  thoughts.  Ten  years  have 
Sipped  away  between  my  lad  to  thee  and  thy  anftver.  I 
hope  thou  doll  not  meafure  time  after  the  rate  of  the  fe- 
ven  fleepers.  Perhaps  thou  hall  been  enjoined  a  ten 
years  filence,  and  abilinence  from  all  manner  of  conver- 
falion,  by  the  fuperior  of  thy  convent :  Such  feverities 
are  not  uncommon  in  religious  focieties,  where  the  main 
bufinefs  is  to  acquire  perfection.  The  Armenian  mona- 
fleries  are  much  more  rigid,  where,  but  for  one  extrava* 
gant  word,  I  have  known  a  maa’s  tongue  looked  up  for 
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the  fpace  of  two  and-t’, verity  years,  under  pain  of  excom¬ 
munication,  and  then  releafed  only  for  the  fake  of  a  mod 
fignificant  jell  put  on  the  patriarch  in  mute  iigns.  Wit 
will  find  a  way  to  vent  itfelf,  though  it  be  at  the  fingers 
ends  ;  and  for  aught  I  know,  thou  haft  obliged  thy  ab¬ 
bot  to  take  off  thy  cenfure  by  the  like  method.  There 
was  abundance  of  fatire  in  the  lublannation  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Romans,  and  no  lefs  rhetoric  in  the  ffirug  or  gri¬ 
mace  of  the  modern  Italians  ;  the  mimics  of  Scaramouchi 
are  a  perfect  lampoon,  and  Harlequin  is  burlefque  all 
over. 

Thou  knoweft  I  always  entertain  thee  with  one  frivo¬ 
lous  difeourfe  or  other  to  divert  thy  melancholy,  and  thy 
own  letters  give  me  encouragement  :  They  feem  to  be 
written  in  a  pleafant  humour.  But  tell  me,  have  I  gueffed 
right  at  the  caui'e  of  fo  tedious  a  refervednefs  or  no  ? 
Haft  thou  been  forced  all  this  while  to  fpeak  with  thy 
hands,  feet,  nofe,  and  the  emphatic  motions  of  thy  head 
and  eyes  ?  If  it  were  fo,  I  fancy  thou  wert  excellent 
company  among  thy  grave  phlegmatic  brethren,  and  in  a 
fair  way  to  underhand  the  language  of  the  bcafts,  who 
by  curvttting,  creeping,  leaping,  Bilking  their  tails,  and 
ether  poftures,  exprefs  their  various  pillions,  defires,  and 
meceffities,  as  intelligibly  to  thofe  who  are  ufed  to  them, 
as  we  can  do  by  the  moft  elegant  addreffes  in  words. 

But  to  be  ferious  :  If  for  the  fake  of  virtue  this  pe¬ 
nance  be  impofed  on  thee  by  him  who  prefides  over  thy 
convent,  6r  thou  haft  voluntarily  undertaken  fo  difficult 
a  part  of  f elf-denial,  on  the  icore  of  philofophy  or  reli¬ 
gion,  thou  haft  approved  thyfelf  wife  and  brave  in  not 
flinching.  A  coward  in  religious  matters  is  as  defpicable 
as  in  the  engagements  of  the  world  :  It  is  honourable  to 
face  temptations,  and  come  off  with  vidlory. 

As  for  what  thou  defireft  to  know  concerning  the  fc- 
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pulchre  of  King  Child-eric,  it  is  efteemed  a  piece  of  great 
antiquity,  in  regard  he  was  the  fourth  monarch  of  France. 
He  reigned  over  the  Gauls  or  Franks  in  the  year  458, 
Severus  being  emperor  of  Rome,  Severinus  and  Dega- 
laiphus  confuls.  Yet  in  little  more  than  three  years  he 
was  depofed,  and  banilhed  by  his  fubjeds,  whilft  -dSgi- 
dius,  a  Roman,  was  crowned  in  his  Head.  Neither  did 
this  man  pleafe  the  people  fo  well,  but  that  after  fome 
experience  of  his  opprefiion,  avarice,  and  other  vices,  they 
expelled  him  alfo,  and  recalled  their  lawful  fovereign  ; 
for  iEgidius  had  vexed  them  with  unreafonable  taxes, 
fleecing  them  of  many  millions,  which  he  privately  fent 
out  of  the  kingdom,  difpofing  of  this  vaft  treafure  at 
Rome,  and  among  his  friends  in  other  parts,  as  a  fupport 
againft  future  contingencies ;  for  he  looked  for  fome 
back-blows  of  fate.  Childeric  therefore  being  reftored 
to  his  crown,  enjoyed  it  till  his  death,  which  was  in  the 
year  484  ;  after  whom  fucceeded  in  the  kingdom  Clo- 
dovseus  the  Great,  who  was  the  firfc  French  king  that 
embraced  Chriftianity. 

The  time  when  Childeric’s  tomb  was  firft  difeovered 
was  about  two  years  ago,  when  the  cathedral  of  Tour- 
nay  wanted  reparation  ;  for,  as  the  labourers  were  dig¬ 
ging  up  the  old  charnel-houfe,  they  encountered  a  -long 
ftone,  which  giving  them  fome  fatigue,  they  broke  in 
pieces,  and  found  under  it  the  entire  fkeleton  of  a  man, 
lying  at  length,  with  abundance  of  Greek  medals  of 
gold,  and  fome  other  curiofities  of  the  fame  metal,  among 
which  was  a  ring  with  this  motto  : 

SIGILLUM  CHILDER1CI  REGIS. 

All  thefc  relics  were  at  firft  pofieffed  by  the  canons  of 
that  church  where  they  were  found,  of  whom  they  were 
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begged  by  the  Archduke  of  Auftria,  who  has  them  in 
his  cuftody.  Therefore  thofe  who  told  thee  they  are  in 
the  King  of  France’s  hands  were  mifinformed  themfelves, 
or  defigned  to  abufe  thee  ;  for  this  cannot  be  fuppofea 
daring  the  prefent  wars  between  France  and  Spain,  when 
they  are  more  ready  on  both  fides  to  plunder  one  an¬ 
other,  than  to  grant  civilities  of  this  obliging  nature. 

I  perceive  thou  art  grown  a  great  antiquary  ;  and 
therefore,  in  token  of  my  efteem,  I  have  fent  thee  a  ca¬ 
binet  of  fuch  old  things  as  I  have  fcraped  together  in  my 
travels,  and  during  my  r'efidence  in  this  city. 

The  agates  which  you  will  find  in  the  uppermoft 
drawer  may  eafily  be  dated  by  their  figures,  which  are 
all  after  the  fafhion  of  gentile  Rome.  As  for  the  (hells 
in  the  fecond,  I  leave  them  to  thy  own  judgment ;  only 
this  I  will  fay,  that  they  are  not  common.  The  third 
contains  a  mifcellany  of  feveral  antiques  ;  the  knives 
were  ufed  by  the  ancient  Roman  priefts  in  their  facri- 
fices  ;  the  weights  are  at  leaft  twelve  hundred  years  old, 
by  the  parallels  which  I  have  feen  in  the  king’s  library  ; 
the  rings  are  alfo  of  the  Parthian  make  ;  and  the  arrow 
to  which  they  are  faftened  retains  its  Oriental  venom  to 
this  hour,  as  thou  wilt  find  by  trying  it  on  any  animal 
that  defeives  it.  But  after  all,  the  lowcrmoff  drawer 
contains  nothing  but  counterfeits  ;  for  thofe  medals  are 
the  work  of  Parmezan,  the  fineft  engraver  in  the  world. 
If  thou  knoweft  not  his  charadler,  I  will  tell  thee  in  a 
word  :  He  was  famous  for  imitating  fo  exadlly  the  moft 
ancient  medals,  that  the  tranferipts  could  not  be  difeern- 
ed,  even  by  the  moft  fkilful  artifts,  from  the  originals. 

Accept  thefe  with  the  fame  good  will  as  I  did  whe* 
they  were  prefented  to  me,  and  tell  me  wherein  elfe  I  can 
gratify  thy  wilhes. 

You  monaftics  are  infinitely  happy  in  the  advantage* 
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of  retirement  and  tranquillity  ;  you  are  free  from  the 
cares  which  rnoleft  other  mortals  ;  the  bell  rings  you  to 
prayers  and  to  your  repaft ;  you  have  nothing  elfe  to  re¬ 
gard  but  your  contemplations  and  ftudies.  Many  great 
lights  have  fprung  from  your  various  orders  ;  and  I  tell 
thee.  Father  William,  the  world  will  be  difappointed  if 
thou  fhouldeft  prove  a  dark  lantern,  and  only  be  wife 
for  thyfelf. 

Paris,  2 5 tlr  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year 


VI. — To  the  Mojl  niujlrtous  and  Invincible  Visier  Azem, 
at  the  Porte. 

By  the  found  which  the  fun  makes  at  his  going  down, 
I  fwear  I  was  not  miflaken  in  the  idea  I  had  of  thy  ge¬ 
nerality  ;  and  the  difpatch  with  which  thou  haft  ho¬ 
noured  the  Have  Mahmut,  confirms  me  in  a  perfeft  fecu- 
rity  of  thy  favour  and  protection. 

I  lhall  with  exquifite  diligence  obey  thy  orders  ;  but 
it  cannot  be  attempted  without  vaft  firms  of  money. 
And  if  I  may  be  thought  worthy  to  give  advice  to  my 
fuperiors,  the  moll  effectual  way  to  accompliflr  this  will 
be,  by  fending  one  of  the  principal  minifters  to  this  court 
with  a  fplendid  embaffy  ;  for  this  young  king  experts 
very  honourable  addreiTes  from  all  who  feek  his  more  in¬ 
timate  friendfhip  ;  therefore  a  chiaus  would  be  flighted 
on  fuck  an  occafion,  and  mar  all  the  defign.  I  would 
counfel,  that  fomebody  be  fent  who  perfectly  underftands 
the  genius  of  the  French,  and  the  particular  aim  of  Car¬ 
dinal  Mazarini. 

Under  the  protection  of  fueh  a  one,  I  fhould  be  able, 
without  hazard  of  a  difeovery,  to  aft  all  that  is  neceffary 
to  carry  on  this  defign  with  good  fuccefs.  Here  are  a- 
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bundance  of  needy  courtiers,  on  whom  gold  will  have  a 
powerful  influence  ;  but  neither  I  in  perfon,  r.or  any  one 
whom  I  fhall  depute,  can  make  fuch  tenders,  unlefs  there 
were  here  fome  known  public  ambaffador  from  the  Grand 
Seignior  to  countenance  the  bufmefs ;  for  otherwiie  it 
will  prefently  be  whifpered,  that  fome  private  agent  lurks 
here  incognito  ;  they  will  Hart  a  thoufand  chimeras  of 
jealoufy,  and  fo  I  may  run  the  hazard  of  a  fecond  im- 
prifonment,  when  the  cardinal  fhall  call  to  mind  the  oc- 
cafion  of  my  firft.  All  that  I  can  then  fay  of  my  being 
a  Moldavian,  will  find  no  credit  ;  and  it  will  be  no  lefs 
than  a  miracle,  if  they  do  not  expofe  me  to  a  fcrutiny 
for  the  mark  of  circumcifion,  which  if  it  be  found,  all 
is  betrayed  and  ruined. 

I  do  not  value  the  puniihments  they  will  inflidf  on  me, 
nor  the  lofs  of  my  life  ;  but  I  dread  the  more  important 
confequences  of  fuch  a  difcovery  ;  the  unmalking  the  fe- 
crets  of  the  Grand  Seignior  to  infidels. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  reafons  I  have  to  offer  in  behalf 
of  an  honourable  embaffy.  As  to  the  perfon  whom  thou 
fhalt  think  fit  to  employ  in  fo  glorious  a  truft,  I  will  not 
prefume  to  add  any  thing  to  what  I  have  faid  already  ; 
that  he  be  a  man  of  experience  in  the  French  affairs, 
well  verfed  in  the  knowledge  of  Chriftian  policy,  the  dif¬ 
ferent  intereffs  of  the  courts  of  Europe,  and  one  that 
exa&ly  knows  what  advantage  to  make  of  the  new  pope; 
for  after  long  debates,  the  cardinals  have  at  laft  elected 
one,  who  has  affumed  the  name  of  Alexander  VII. 

It  is  hard  to  judge,  at  his  firil  acceffion  to  that  fove- 
reign  chair,  what  intereft  this  prelate  will  embrace,  whe¬ 
ther  that  of  France  or  Spain  ;  or  whether  his  conduct 
will  be  neutral,  deporting  himfelf  with  an  equal  indiffer¬ 
ence  to  all  the  Nazarene  princes,  whom  he  calls  his  fons, 
endeavouring  to  compofe  their  quarrels,  and  unite  their 
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forces  againft  the  muffulmans.  I  tell  thee,  nobody  can 
be  yet  aflured  what  the  temper  of  the  Roman  mufti  may 
prove  ;  for  it  is  ufual  for  the  afpiring  cardinals  to  pro- 
mife  many  things  in  hopes  of  the  papacy,  which  they 
never  perform  when  they  have  once  obtained  the  uncon- 
troulable  command.  Difiimulation  is  ranked  among  the 
principal  virtues  in  the  court  of  Rome  ;  and  he  that 
knows  not  how  to  difguife  his  affeftions,  is  not  thought 
worthy  of  any  important  truft.  Adonai  the  Jew  has 
loft  his  liberty  in  that  city  for  being  defective  in  this 
courtly  accompliflnnent.  It  feems,  he  and  feme  others 
of  his  nation  railed  too  paffionately  and  openly  at  the 
Idolatry  of  the  Romans.  Yet  I  expe<ft  daily  to  hear  of 
his  relief;  for  I  underftand  by  a  letter  from  him,  that  he 
was  excepted  out  of  the  number  of  thofe  whofe  con¬ 
demnation  is  irrevocable. 

I  reproved  him  for  his  immorality,  in  reflecting  on  the 
eftablilhed  religion  of  the  country  where  he  refides  :  But 
this  kind  of  arrogance  is  the  peculiar  vice  of  the  He¬ 
brews  ;  they  defpife  all  other  people  in  the  world  ;  where¬ 
as,  thou  knoweft  the  impartial  God  refpefts  not  one  na¬ 
tion  more  than  another,  for  they'  are  all  equaliy  the  works 
of  his  hands ;  and  for  aught  we  know,  he  tolerates  the 
variety  of  religions  that  are  extant  in  the  world,  with  the 
fame  indifference  as  he  difpenfes  his  common  bleffings  to 
fuch  an  infinite  number  of  men  of  diverfe  faces. 

The  multiplicity  in  the  univerfe  exalts  the  divine  uni¬ 
ty,  which  is  the  root  of  all ;  and  if  there  be  ten  thoufand 
myriads  of  worlds,  they  all  fprang  from  One  Caufe,  and 
there  they  end;  for  He  is  the  firft  and  laft  of  everything. 

Paris,  2d  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  16 55. 
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VII. — To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna, 

ThhE  gyptians  have  a  proverb,  “  That  he  who  thinks 
and  fpeaks  of  God  only  when  he  is  melancholy,  facrifices 
to  the  planet  Pharovis,  or  Saturn,  and  not  to  the  moil 
high  and  exalted  King  of  all  things,  who  is  the  fountain 
of  joy  to  men  and  angels.” 

I  counfel  thee  not  to  lift  thy  fell'  in  the  number  of  thofe 
who  adore  the  ftars,  by  cherifhing  fad  ideas  of  the  ever- 
indulgent  and  merciful  divinity  ;  nor  think  thyfelf  the 
lefs  liable  to  this  cenfure,  becaufe  it  proceeds  from  a  na- 
lion  which  was  once  at  enmity  with  the  fons  of  Jacob. 
Defpife  not  the  wifdom  of  that  people,  from  whom  even 
Mofes  your  lawgiver  learned  all  his,  and  from  whom  all 
nations  borrowed  improvements  of  learning,  if  they  are 
not  indebted  to  them  for  its  firft  rudiments. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  thou  wilt  perceive  that  I  confult 
thy  happinefs,  and  would  have  thee  chafe  away  vain  ftars 
and  fuperftitious  thoughts,  the  mere  product  of  an  ill- 
tempered  fpleen,  which  is  the  peculiar  malady  of  thy  na¬ 
tion.  Let  thy  heart  be  always  cheerful,  for  God  loves 
every  thing  that  he  has  made  ;  the  ur.iverfe  overflows 
with  his  bounty.  Be  not  too  religious,  nor  ftrain  the 
faculties  he  has  given  thee  for  thy  fupport,  and  not  for 
thy  bane. 

I  had  rather  hear  from  thee  matter  of  news  than  thefe 
difmal  fcruples  about  thy  foul.  If  thou  art  not  willing 
to  embrace  the  muffulman  faith,  in  God’s  name  continue 
to  obferve  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  profecute  thy  affairs 
with  alacrity. 

Thcu  haft  been  very  flack  of  late  in  fending  me  advice 
of  what  paffes  at  Vienna-,  and  other  parts  of  Germany. 
We  have  flying  reports  here  of  the  death  of  Eleanora 
the  emprefs  ;  and  that  on  the  fame  day  whereon  (he 
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died,  Leopoldus  Ignatius  Jofephus,  the  emperor’s  fon, 
was  elefted  King  of  the  Romans.  I  know  not  how  to 
write  to  the  minifters  of  the  Porte,  till  thou  haft  afcer- 
tained  me  of  thefe  things.  For  God’s  fake  be  fpeedy 
in  thy  difpatches,  and  inform  me  what  is  done  at  the  diet 
of  Frankfort.  Roufe  up  thyfelf,  and  banifti  fuperfluous 
cares.  Remember  that  as  there  is  but  one  God,  fo  there 
is  but  one  law,  but  one  thing  neceffary  to  men,  that  is, 
to  live  according  to  reafon.  This  is  engraven  in  every 
man’s  heart,  and  there  needs  r.o  comment  to  explain  it. 
Thou  art  a  fufficient  lawgiver,  rabbi,  doctor,  and  inter¬ 
preter  to  thyfelf ;  let  not  others  amufe  thee  with  fables. 

I  will  new  acquaint  thee  with  fomething  of  certainty. 
The  French  have  gained  Landrecies,  a  ftrong  town  in 
Flanders  :  It  was  furrendered  to  them  on  the  22d  of  this 
moon  ;  and  the  next  day  all  tire  garrifon  marched  out, 
conftfting  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  befides  three  hundred 
wounded. 

The  king  is  gone,  upon  this  good  news,  to  view  and 
take  care  of  his  new  conqueft  ;  for  this  is  not  the  only 
town  the  Spaniards  have  loft :  they  talk  of  Maubeuge, 
Bovines,  and  Conde  ;  all  which,  according  to  frefh  re¬ 
port,  are  in  the  hands  of  the  French.  This  young  mo¬ 
narch  is  ftrangely  fortunate. 

If  thou  canft  inform  me  of  fuch  fuccefsful  campaigns 
among  the  people  of  the  North,  fail  not  to  do  it  in  fea- 
fon,  for  we  are  not  placed  in  thefe  ftations  to  whiftle  to 
Iheep. 

Paris,  29th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1655. 
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VIII. — To  Mustapha  Lulu  Beamtilla,  a  Man  of 
the  Law. 

I  would  willingly  be  admitted. into  Paradife,  as  well  as 
other  muffulmans  ;  neither  would  I  think,  fpeak,  or  do 
any  thing  which  might  prejudife  my  title,  and  baulk  my 
pretenfions  to  eternal  happinefs.  This  defire  is  natural 
to  all  men ;  and  when  I  profefs  it,  thou  mayeft  believe 
me  without  an  oath.  Yet  methinks  I  would  not  go 
hoodwinked  to  Heaven,  but  would  fain  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  my  fenfe  and  reafon  in  my  advances  to  that  region  of 
blifs. 

I  believe  the  Alcoran  is  the  oracle  of  God,  and  it  is 
fo  firmly  imprinted  in  my  memory,  that  I  could  repeat 
it  verbatim  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  without  miff¬ 
ing  a  verficle.  I  give  an  entire  credence  to  the  dodfrine 
of  the  refurre&ion,  being  naturally  defirous  of  immorta¬ 
lity  ;  but  I  cannot  entertain  the  grofs  conceit  which  the 
greateft  part  of  muffulmans  have  of  the  refurredlion  ; 
that  is,  that  our  very  dull  fhall  be  raifed  again,  and  or- 
ganifed  into  a  body.  The  Nazarenes  are  of  the  fame 
opinion  :  but  methinks  there  is  no  need  of  ftretching  and 
ftraining  of  nature  ;  befides,  this  opinion  is  i%confiftent 
with  other  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  muffulman  law. 

We  are  all  taught  to  believe,  that  the  fouls  of  juft  men, 
faints,  and  martyrs,  immediately  on  their  departure  from 
the  body,  afeend  to  Paradife.  If  fo,  then  they  either 
live  there  in  an  unbodied  eftate,  or  they  have  new  bodies 
affigned  them  by  the  fame  Providence  which  gave  them 
their  old.  Be  it  which  way  it  pleafes  God,  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  a  manifeft  botch  in  the  works  of  the  Omnipotent, 
and  indecorum  in  nature,  to  make  thefe  fouls  either  cafl 
off  their  new  bodies  at  the  day  of  judgment,  for  the  fake 
of  their  old  rotten  relics,  after  they  have  enjoyed  ail  the 
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raviihing  delights  of  Eden  for  fo  many  ages,  or  to  Stand 
in  need  of  any  bodies  at  all  after  they  have  lived  fo  long 
in  a  feparate  condition.  There  is  no  fenfe  in  it.  Doubt- 
lefs,  this  opinion  was  firft  hatched  by  thofe  who  believed 
the  deep  of  the  foul,  and  held  that  it  was  infeparable 
from  the  body ;  for  then  they  had  no  other  way  to  com¬ 
fort  themfelves  with  any  probable  hopes  of  a  furviving 
immortality,  but  by  maintaining,  that  as  the  foul  flept 
with  the  body  in  the  grave,  fo  both  foul  and  body  Ihould 
conjointly  rife  again  at  the  day  of  doom. 

Or  perhaps  this  figure  of  our  refurredtion  was  incul¬ 
cated  to  infinuate  the  faith  of  an  immortal  date  into  the 
duller  minds  of  thofe  who  were  incapable  of  compre¬ 
hending  either  the  pre-exiftence  of  fouls,  their  felf-fub- 
fiftence  after  death,  or  their  translation  into  other  bo¬ 
dies. 

It  feems  to  me  much  more  eafy  to  believe,  according 
to  the  moft  obvious  works  of  nature,  that  after  our  dif- 
folution  here,  we  (hall  either  affume  fome  body  of  air, 
fire,  or  other  elemental  fupplement,  or  by  magnetic 
transmigration  (hall  be  united  to  fame  vegetable  cr  ani¬ 
mal  embryo,  than  to  dream  of  re-colledting  all  our  Scat¬ 
tered  afi'.ts  together  after  fo  many  thoufands  of  years 
wherein  they  have  been  difperfed,  perhaps,  through  all 
the  ranges  of  the  umverfe. 

Surely  our  holy  lawgiver,  and  all  the  other  prophets, 
intended  no  other  thing  by  the  dodtrine  of  the  refurrec- 
tion,  but  only  to  convince  the  world  that  the  foul  was 
immortal,  and  that  confequently  there  would  be  a  reward 
of  good  and  bad  works  after  this  life.  We  fhall  live  for 
ever,  old  Lawyer  ;  and  what  Signifies  it  whether  we  have 
the  fame  bodies  or  others,  fo  long  as  we  are  happy  in  ag¬ 
itate  ?  And  if  we  are  metamorphofed,  we  cannot  fad  ot 
ear  Specific  felicity,  fince  every  creature  is  happy  in  his 
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own  effence.  Then  let  us  be  apes,  dromedaries,  camels, 
er  any  thing  but  hogs,  and  we  (hall  have  blifs  enough. 
That  creature  is  the  very  emblem  of  uncleannefs,  and 
therefore  its  life  cannot  be  the  objeCl  cf  a  mufful- 
man’s  wiih.  Yet  we  know  not  the  laws  of  our  change 
or  tranfmigration  from  this  mortal  life  ;  for  the  foul,  ac¬ 
cording  to  -Pythagoras  and  the  ancients,  is  capable  of  all¬ 
forms. 

If  thou  wondered  what  has  put  me  upon  this_  dif- 
courfe,  it  is  the  remembrance  of  what  I  have  heard  thee 
relate,  of  the  apparition  of  dead  men’s  bones  in  the  ce¬ 
metery  of  Grand  Cairo  in  Egypt,  at  a  certain  feafon  ot 
the  year,  when  multitudes  of  people  by  cuftom  flock 
thither  to  behold  this  wonderful  fcene  of  a  (ham  refur- 
reCtion,  I  can  give  it  no  better  title,  flnce  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  it  is  only  the  effeCt  of  fome  artifice  ufed  by  the 
Chriftians  to  procure  money  from  the  admiring  crowd  ; 
and  I  am  confirmed  in  this  belief  by  a  letter  I  received- 
from  Mehemet,  the  exiled  eunuch,  who  now  refides  at 
Cairo  ;  and  having  been  curious  to  obferve  this  celebrat¬ 
ed  miracle,  among  the  other  rarities  of  this  city,  fent  me 
fuch  an  account  of  this  paffage  a8  convinces  me  there  is 
fome  cheat  in  it. 

He  tells  a  great  many  other  things  of  the  fuperftition 
and  ignorance  of  the  Egyptians,  as  to  the  pyramids  and 
the  fuppofed  fpirits  which  guard  them.  In  all,  he  la¬ 
ments  the  condition  of  mortals  who  have  fo  far  degene¬ 
rated  from  themfelves,  and  fultered  their  reafon  to  be  fo 
debauched  with  fables. 

Sage  Muftapha,  thou  art  of  the  race  «f  thofe  who 
have  preferved  fcience  and  philofophy.  A  halo  of  light 
invefts  thy  foul ;  let  no  dark  opinion  of  God  and  his 
works  eclipfe  thy  intellects. 

Paris,  acth  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  16 55. 
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IX. — To  Solyman  Kyzlir  Aga,  Prince  of  the  Slack 

Eunuchs. 

Thy  difpatch  came  in  a  happy  hour  ;  yet  the  contents 
of  it  furprifed  me.  It  is  a  ft  range  turn  of  fortune,  that 
ihe  bafla  of  Aleppo,  after  fo  many  rebellions,  Ihould  be¬ 
come  the  Sultan’s  favourite,  and  be  inverted  in  the  high- 
ell  dignity  of  the  empire  ;  yet  who  knows  but  this  may 
be  the  only  effectual  courfe  to  reclaim  him,  and  of  an 
enemy  to  render  him  a  friend  ;  for  ambition  is  a  vice  fo 
nearly  bordering  on  virtue,  fo  refined  and  fubtle  in  com¬ 
plexion,  that  when  the  paffion  which  cherilhes  it  is  once 
gratified  with  its  proper  objedl,  it  foon  becomes  a  virtue 
itfelf,  and  transforms  a  libertine  to  a  hadgi,  ranking  a 
man  to-day  among  the  moll  deferving  heroes,  who  but 
yefterday  was  in  the  number  of  the  feditious. 

Therefore  I  cannot  but  highly  applaud  the  counfel  of 
thofe  who  perfuaded  the  Grand  Seignior  to  this  uncom¬ 
mon  choice  of  the  Vifier  Azem.  The  whole  empire  has 
languilhed  for  want  of  a  man  of  abilities  in  that  fupreme 
flation,  ever  fince  the  feal  was  taken  from  the  moll  illu- 
flrious  Chufaein  Baffa,  through  the  malice  of  his  ene¬ 
mies  ;  and  in  this  juncture,  they  could  not  have  pitched 
on  a  man  more  capable  of  the  charge  than  this  bold  baf¬ 
fa,  who,  befides  his  experience  in  the  wars,  both  by  fea 
and  land,  is  looked  on  as  the  ftouteft  man  in  this  age. 
As  for  his  former  crimes,  they  proceeded  only  from  his 
difcontent  and  thirft  of  glory,  which  is  now  fufficiently 
allayed  by  the  bounty  of  our  fovereign.  The  caufe,. 
therefore,  of  his  extravagancies  being  thus  feafonably  re¬ 
moved,  the  effedt  will  naturally  ceafe. 

But  fuffer  me  to  alk  thee,  Do  they  not  refeat,  at  the 
feraglio,  his  approaches  to  that  fanftuary  of  mortals  with 
fiich  a  formidable  retinue  ?  Thou  telleft  me,  he  is  at* 
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tended  by  forty  thoufand  men,  an  equipage  fit  for  a  fo- 
vefeign  monarch..  Perhaps  it  is  only  the  effedt  of  his 
martial  genius,  and  that  he  is  willing  to  appear  like  a 
foldier  ;  or  it  may  be,  he  really  fufpedted  danger,  and 
that  he  was  aeiigned  for  a  facriilce,  which  made  him  come 
thus  guarded  to  the  feet  of  his  mailer,  that  his  fon  might 
revenge  his  death,  by  fome  defperate  attempt  on  Con- 
ftantinople.  Be  it  how  it  pieafts  God,  it  feems  the  ful- 
tan  winked  at  all,  and  received  him  with  inch  marks  of 
his  eileem  and  affeclion,  as  are  feldom  vouchfafed  to  fub- 
jedts.  I  hope  the  event  will  anfwer  his  expedlation. 
Thefe  new  methods  of  clemency  may  prove  more  fucccfs- 
ful  than  the  fevere  condudl  of  former  times.  Men  of 
great  fouls  are  fooner  lubducd  by  favour,  than  force  and 
cruelty. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  thee  for  thy  inftrudh’ons, 
which  I  fhail.  exactly  obferve  in  writing  to  this  fupreme 
minifter.  Thou  bail  matched  my  own  thoughts  in  this 
advice  ;  for  knowing  that  baffa’s  temper,  it  will  be  poli¬ 
cy,  as  well  as  juftice,  frankly  to  own  what  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  againft  him,  and  not  Huff  my  letter  with  abjedt, 
fawning  fub'miffions,  or  f netticing  cxcufes :  He  is  brave 
himfelf,  and  will  be  pleafed  to  fee  a  man  refolute  in  his 
duty. 

However,  let  the  confeqscnce  be  what  it  will,  I  muft 
follow  the  meafurifs  of  my  own  integrity.  There  is  fome- 
thing  fo  fatisfadlory  in  truth,  and  an  honeft  blunt  carri¬ 
age,  as  far  furpaffes  the  little  faint  pieafures  of  artifice 
and  difiimulation  ;  and  I  fhould  be  weary  of  my  life  were 
I  forced  to  preferve  it  by  fitch  effeminate  tricks.  Yet  I 
muft  confefs  it  is  a  vaft  encouragement  to  find  thy  fenti- 
ments  the  fame.  What  is  this  world,  that  we  fhould  be 
fo  fond  of  it  ?  or  what  is  the  life  of  mortals,  that  we  need 
be  fo  over-ftudious  of  prolonging  the  refpiration  of  that 
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breath,  which  may  with  as  much  eafe  be  all  breathed  out 
at  once,  as  by  fo  many  fucceffive  millions  of  moments  ; 
for  death  properly  poffeffes  but  an  inftant  of  time  ;  no 
more  does  life  ;  every  gafp  renews  the  one,  and  the  laft 
commences  and  finifhes  the  other.  As  to  pleafure  and 
pain,  we  generally  haVe  an  equal  fhare  of  them  ;  and  it 
appears  to  me  an  equal,  if  not  a  greater  happinefs,  at 
once  to  be  freed  for  ever  from  the  latter,  than  by  fuch 
an  irkfome  compofifion  to  protradi  the  enjoyment  of  the 
former. 

Brave  Solyman,  when  I  contemplate  thy  virtue,  it  m- 
fpires  me  with  courage  againft  the  vaft  mifts  of  fear, 
which  the  magic  of  opinion  has  raifed  before  the  eyes  of 
mortals.  I  embrace  thee  with  an  extended  foul,  and  wifti 
thee  the  two  extremes  of  happinefs,  plenitude  of  joys  in 
this  life,  and  an  immortal  feries  of  felicity  in  paradife. 
Live  for  ever,  thou  generous  fon  of  Cham  ! 

Paris,  2d  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1655. 


Y. — To  the  Mojl  Illujlrious  V 1  s  1  f. R  Azem  at  the  Porte. 

\ 

By  the  fouls  of  all  my  progenitors,  I  was  glad  to  hear 
the  news  of  thy  advance  to  this  glorious  height  of  power: 
Yet  when  thou  wert  baffa  of  Aleppo,  and  held  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  Venetians,  I  accufed  thee  to  the  di¬ 
van,  doing  thereby  no  fmall  fervice  to  the  Ottoman  em¬ 
pire  5  for  which  thou  haft  now  reafon  in  honour  to  re¬ 
ward  me,  knowing  that  I  prevented  a  great  deal  of  con- 
fufion  and  blood.  It  will  not  become  the  firft  minifter  to 
yherifh  private  revenge,  or  harbour  ill  thoughts  of  a  faith¬ 
ful  flave.  In  difcovering  thy  intrigues  at  that  time,  I 
did  but  perform  my  duty  to  the  Grand  Seignior,  thy 
iprd  and  mine  j.  nay,  for  ought  thou  knoweft,  I  was  hap-. 
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pily  inftrumental  in  faving  thy  life,  which  might  have 
been  loft  in  the  purfuit  of  thofe  hazardous  projebls  thou 
wert  then  engaged  in.  Be  it  how  it  will,  thou  art  now 
living,  and  inftalled  in  the  inoft  illuftrious  charge  of  the 
empire  ;  and  without  flattery  I  fpeak  it,  a  braver  man 
could  not  have  afcended  to  that  dignity.  May  God  long 
continue  th.ee  in  it,  to  the  joy  and  advantage  of  all  the 
muffulmans. 

All  the  world  extol  thy  valour  and  boldnefs  ;  efpecial- 
ly  the  Nazarenes,  among  whom  the  baffa  of  Aleppo  is 
famous.  They  alfo  highly  commend  thy  juftice  ;  and 
thou  wilt  find  in  the  regifter,  that  when  I  acquainted  my 
fuperiors  of  thy'  revolt,  I  was  not  envious  in  concealing 
thy  virtues. 

Therefore  I  beg  of  thee  not  to  be  partial  in  thy  re* 
fentments,  but  confider  Mahmut  as  a  faithful  flave,  who 
will  never  tranfgrefs  the  commands  of  the  myfterious 
Bench,  nor  fuffer  anyr  finifter  motives  to  bias  him,  though 
it  were  in  favour  of  his  own  brother  ;  for  this  is  the  fe*. 
vere  conduit  that  is  expeiled  of  me  by  my  fuperiors,  and 
which  thou  thyfelf  wilt  require  at  my  hands. 

But  I  believe  thou  needeft  not  thefe  addrelfes  to  move 
thee  to  generofity  ;  thy  own  native  juftice  will  fuggeft  to 
thee,  that  I  rather  merit  a  reward  than  a  punifhment  for 
doing  my  duty,  though  it  were  in  accufing  thyfelf. 

Confiding,  therefore,  in  thy  goodnefs,  and  my  own 
innocence,  I  {hall  not  defpair  of  that  protection  and  fa¬ 
vour  from  thee  which  all  thy  predeceffors  have  afforded 
me,  fince  my  arrival  at  this  place  ;  nay,  I  think  thy 
friendlhip  and  efteem  is  rather  due  to  me,  than  a  thoufand 
fycophants  and  flatterers. 

I  will  in  this  confidence  write  freely  to  thee,  as  I  have 
been  commanded,  and  vent  my  thoughts  without  a  th 
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morous  referve  ;  for  thou  art  the  juft  judge  of  thejudges 
among  the  faithful. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  thou  haft  heard  of  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain,  a  famous  warrior  in  theie  weftern  parts,  but  now 
a  priioner  of  ftate  in  Spain.  I  fent  intelligence  laft  year 
to  Muftapha  Berber  Aga  of  the  grounds  and  cireum- 
ftances  of  this  prince's  confinement,  whereof  thou  canft 
not  be  ignorant  ;  for  all  my  difpatches  are  made  public 
to  the  minifters  of  the  blefied  Porte. 

The  brother  of  that  duke  immediately  fucceeded  him, 
by  the  King  of  Spain’s  orders,  in  the  command  of  the 
army  in  Flanders  ;  they  call  him  Duke  Francis.  Every 
body  thought  that  he  had  confented  to  the  imprifonment 
of  his  brother,  as  being  difgufted  at  his  incontinency, 
avarice,  and  other  vices.  It  was  fuppofed  alfo,  that  his 
own  ambition,  and  thirft  of  honour,  had  corrupted  the 
fidelity  and  love  he  owed  to  the  fon  of  his  mother  ;  as 
knowing,  that  by  his  fall  he  himfelf  fhould  rife  to  the 
dignity  of  general,  which  his  bi other  enjoyed  during  his 
liberty. 

But  now  it  is  evident  that  this  Duke  Francis  did  all 
along  diftemble  his  refentments  of  his  brother’s  calamity  ; 
for  he  is  lately  revolted  from  the  King  of  Spain,  and 
come  over  to  the  French,  with  five  thoufand  horfe  and 
foot.  Fie  has  openly  declared,  that  he  will  never  give 
reft  to  his  fword  till  he  has  either  procured  his  brother’s 
releafe,  or  deeply  revenged  the  injuries  which  have  been 
done  him.  Fie  was  received  by  the  French  king  with  all 
imaginable  endearments  and  carelfes ;  the  whole  court  are 
emulous  in  ftriving  to  excel  one  another  in  the  demon- 
ftrations  of  their  civility  and  refpedt  to  this  prince  :  and 
they  have  culled  out  the  beft  quarters  for  his  foldiers.. 
This  nation  is  always  hofpitable  to  ftrangers  :  more  cfpc- 
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daily  to  fuch  as  court  their  friendfinip  after  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  way,  who  enter  into  their  interefts,  and  engage 
in  their  quarrels.  Yet  neither  France,  r.or  all  the  king¬ 
doms  of  Europe  together,  can  match  the  bounty  of  the 
munificent  Porte,  which  pardons  and  receives,  with  open 
embraces,  her  moil  implacable  enemies,  on  their  fubmif- 
iions  and  repentance. 

Commander  of  the  muffulman  grandees,  thou  art  but 
a  man,  and  hall  not  exceeded  that  character  in  the  word 
of  thy  errors.  Now  thou  art  affirmed  to  a  charge  which 
requires  the  fidelity  and  prudence  of  an  angel.  If  thou 
lhalt  reform  the  ftate,  and  rellore  the  muffulman  affairs 
to  their  true  luftre,  we  fhall  have  reafon  to  contemplate 
thy  life,  in  fome  meafure,  as  a  parallel  to  that  of  Craf- 
lus,  who  was  pardoned  three  treafons  by  Caefar,  and  af¬ 
terwards  became  the  moll  loyal  and  ferviceable  man  in 
the  Roman  empire. 

Paris,  2d  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1655. 


XI.— To  Me  Hemet,  an  exiled  Eunuch ,  at  Cairo  in 
Egypt. 

T  hou  telieft  me  wonderful  things  of  Egypt,  fuch  as  al- 
moll  furpafs  credit  ;  and  I  perceive  thou  thyfelf  doll  not 
believe  the  ffory  of  the  annual  refurredlion  of  bones, 
which  is  fo  much  talked  of  by  travellers.  My  coufin 
Ifouf  ridiculed  it  with  fmart  reafon,  and  was  almoft  in 
danger  of  his  life  among  the  bigotted  Moors  and  Coptitefr. 

But  I  could  hardly  imagine,  there  had  ftill  remained 
in  that  region  (which  has  undergone  fo  many  revolutions 
of  government)  any  footfteps  of  the  primitive  Egyp¬ 
tians  :  Yet,  it  feems,  the  prielts  of  thofe  early  ages  were 
particularly  careful  to  tranfmit  to  pofterity  an  exaft  hif- 
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tory  of  their  kings,  .with  memoirs  of  their  actions  ;  the 
building  of  the  pyramids ;  the  place  of  the  ftatues ;  the 
magical  mirror  ;  the  city  of  the  black  eagle  ;  the  caftle 
of  demons,  feated  on  the  brow  of  the  mountain  of  the 
moon  ;  the  palace  of  adamant ;  with  innumerable  other 
rarities. 

I  tell  thee,  my  dear  Mehemet,  I  know  not  how  to  be¬ 
lieve  all  thefe  romantic  dories.  It  cramps  my  reafon  to 
hear  of  a  brazen  tree,  with  iron  branches  and  versatile 
hooks,  to  catch  liars  and  cheats,  and  there  detain  them 
till  they  Ihould  do  right  to  thofe  whom  they  had  injured. 
Altogether  as  improbable  is  the  dory  of  Gabdafarouis, 
the  datue  fet  up  by  King  Gariac. 

Who  can  read  of  that  monarch’s  being  carried  in  the 
air  by  eagles,  but  may  as  well  believe  the  romantic  voy¬ 
age  of  Domingo  Gonfailes  to  the  moon.  If  thou  know- 
ed  not  that  dory,  I  will  tell  thee  in  fhort,  that  this  was  a 
certain  Spaniard,  who,  in  a  padage  to  the  Indies,  being 
by  fhipwreck  cad  on  (hore  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena, 
with  a  negro,  his  Have,  they  were  put  to  their  drifts  fo 
far  as  to  divide  that  unpeopled  and  defolate  idand  be¬ 
tween  them,  out  of  pure  necedity,  that  they  might  both 
find  provifion  enough  to  keep  them  from  darving ;  for  it 
feems  there  was  great  fcareity  of  every  thing  that  ferved 
the  ufes  of  life. 

In  this  condition,  Necedky,  the  mother  of  cunning 
devices,  taught  them  to  hold  correfpondence  with  one 
another,  though  living  at  oppofite  angles  of  the  ide,  by 
the  help  of  certain  wild  fwans,  which  they  took  out  cf 
their  neds  very  young,  and  brought  them  up,  as  they  do 
pigeons  at  Babylon  and  Aleppo,  to  be  letter-carriers. 

Afterwards,  as  the  dory  goes,  Domingo  trying  feve- 
ral  experiments  on  -kis  birds,  and  finding  all  fuccefsful» 
at  lad  having  got  four-and-twenty  of  them  together,,  and 
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having  brought  them  up  to  his  lure,  ^ie  ventured  his  car- 
cafe  with  them  in  the  air,  fattening  them  together  with 
ropes  and  other  materials  ;  but  the  extravagant  animals 
one  day  took  wing,  and  carried  their  matter  to  the  moon, 
where  he  refided  a  confiderable  time,  faw  and  converfed 
with  divers  inhabitants  of  that  neighbouring  globe,  vifit- 
ed  the  courts  of  feveral  lunar  princes,  and  was  kindly  re¬ 
ceived  by  them  all,  even  at  the  feraglio  of  the  chief  em» 
peror,  or  Grand  Seignior  himfelf :  And  having  been  pre- 
fented  with  three  ftones  of  matchlefs  virtue,  and  other 
rich  gifts,  he  had  his  audience  of  conge,  and  came  down 
to  the  earth  again,  where  he  publifhed  a  journal  of  his 
travels,  out  of  which  I  have  extracted  this  Ihort  epitome, 
mot  thinking  it  worth  the  while  to  trouble  thee  with  the 
entire  relation  of  his  ingenious  whinfies. 

Doubtlefs,  there  is  nothing  fo  eafy,  as  to  invent  new 
and  unheard-of  fables,  to  amufe  the  credulous  world,  and 
captivate  their  underftandings.  And  I  have  told  thee 
this  as  a  parallel  to  thofe  monftrous  figments  of  Egypt  ; 
fuch  as  that  of  King  Gancam’s  being  carried  in  a  pavi¬ 
lion  on  the  fhoulders  of  fpirits,  his  magical  tables,  and 
the  reft  of  his  glorious  whim-whams  ;  and  that  of  the 
Queen  Borfa,  who  fat  on  a  fiery  throne,  and  lived  in  an 
enchanted  caftle,  whofe  walls  were  full  of  pipes,  which 
conveyed  to  her  the  addreffes  of  all  forts  of  plaintiffs,  and 
her  decree  and  decifion  of  controverfies  back  again  to 
them.  Such  another  is  that  of  Bardefir’s  filver  tower, 
and  his  fitting  before  his  people  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  ; 
and  Bedoura’s  fending  an  angel,  who  made  fuch  a  hor¬ 
rible  roaring,  that  it  caufed  an  earthquake. 

Who  can,  without  laughing,  read  the  ftory  of  the 
Idol  of  the  Teft,  which  diftinguifhed  between  harlots 
and  virgins  by  the  touch  of  their  hand  ?  or  of  the  fpirits 
which  guard  the  pyramids,  one  like  a  naked  woman, 
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walking  about  in  the  open  air  at  noon,  and  making  men 
run  mad  for  love  of  her ;  another  in  the  form  of  an  old 
man,  with  a  bafket  on  his  head,  and  a  cenfer  in  his  hand; 
a  third,  of  a  blacl£  woman,  with  a  monftrous  child  in  her 
arms  ?  There  is  no  end  of  fuch  fables ;  neither  can  any 
man  of  reafon  ftoop  to  fo  much  eafinefs  as  to  regard  them  ; 
and  it  is  a  pleafure  to  me,  when  I  confider  thee  as  a  man 
a&ually  fatirical  upon  opinions  and  traditions  repugnant 
to  fenfe. 

Mehemet,  whiill  thou  art  in  Egypt,  remember  that 
thou  wert  born  in  Arabia,  where  fcience  has  flourilhed 
for  thefe  thoufand  years. 

Paris,  28th  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1655. 


XII. — To  Zornesan  Mustapha,  Bajfa  of  the  Sea. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  divination,  nor  flatter  thee  with 
prefages  of  better  fortune  againll  the  Venetians,  during 
thy  command  of  the  navy,  than  thy  predeceffors  have 
had ;  yet  I  believe  thou  hart  more  honefty  and  valour 
than  feme  of  them  ;  and  I  congratulate  thy  rife  to  this 
tbgnity. 

If  my  intelligence  be  true,  a  more  glorious  fleet  has 
not  failed  out  of  the  Ottoman  harbours,  than  appears 
now  at  fea  under  thy  command.  May  thy  fuccefs  an- 
fwer  the  expectation  of  the  muffulmans.  But  I  tell  thee, 
thou  hall  need  to  look  about  thee,  for  thou  wilt  encoun¬ 
ter  a  valiant  and  fubtle  enemy. 

Thefe  Venetians  are  not  like  the  reft  of  the  Nazarenes, 
fuperftitioufly  devoted  to  the  fer.timents  of  their  priefts : 
That  kind  of  bigotry  chains  up  men’s  fpirits,  and  renders 
them  effeminate  ;  it  blinds  them,  and  robs  them  of  their 
fenfe  and  native  vigour  :  But  thefe  are  bold,  refolute  peo- 
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pie,  fearing  neither  man  nor  the  devil ;  they  are  alfo  well 
verfed  in  ftratagems,  being  as  cunning  as  ferpents  :  In 
fine,  Venice  is  a  commonwealth  made  up  of  foldiers  and 
ftatefmen  :  and  thou  canft  not  expecl,  that  the  fea  makes 
them  degenerate  ;  therefore  look  for  hot  entertainment 
whenever  thou  engaged:  thofe  aboriginal  tarpawlins.  I 
fpeak  not  this  to  difcourage  thee,  but  to  arm  thee  with 
due  caution.  Thou  knoweft,  the  fame  God  who  made 
them  made  thee,  and  all  the  men  in  thy  fleet ;  thou  hail 
alfo  the  happinefs  to  ferve  the  moil  vidlorious  empire  in 
the  world  :  Fear  nothing,  therefore  ;  but  when  thou 
loofeft  from  the  Hellefpont,  with  the  invincible  fleet,  a- 
dorned  with  enfigns  of  high  renown,  the  profperous 
ftreamers  of  Mahomet ;  when  thou  heareft  the  all-cheer¬ 
ing  clarions  and  timbrels,  breathing  the  lofty  menaces, 
the  vital  airs  of  war ;  then  let  thy  noble  heart  flourifh 
with  brave  thoughts,  and  biifk  refolutions.  Yet  let  not 
a  falfe  affurance  of  victory  make  thee  rafh,  and  bereave 
thee  of  that  conduct  which  is  as  neceffary  a  qualification 
in  a  general  as  courage.  Confider  that  the  fortune  of 
battles  is  uncertain  ;  therefore  do  all  things  with  great 
precaution.  Trull  not  to  the  force  of  thy  commiflion, 
in  that  thou  fighteft  for  the  law  and  honour  of  the  pro¬ 
phet  ;  but  remember  the  proverb  of  the  ancients,  which 
fays,  “  The  devil  often  carries  the  ftandard  of  the  living 
God.”  There  may  be  thofe  in  thy  fleet  who  are  treach¬ 
erous,  and  at  the  devotion  of  the  Nazarenes  ;  for  I  hear 
that  both  fpahis  and  janizaries  were  very  unwilling  to  em¬ 
bark  themfelves  ;  and  God  knows  how  far  the  Venetian 
gold  may  work  on  fome  of  the  officers.  Though  their 
refentments  feemed  to  be  appealed  by  the  bounty  of  our 
glorious  fovereign,  yet  the  fmallelt  occafion  may  renew 
their  old  difeontent  again,  and  put  them  on  more  dan¬ 
gerous  tumults  at  fea  than  thofe  they  were  guilty  of  a- 
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fhore  ;  or  at  leaft  they  will  become  more  remifs  and  cold 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Grand  Seignior. 

Be  it  how  it  will,  if  the  navy  have  not  good  fuccefs, 
the  blame  of  all  will  be  laid  on  thee.  Pardon  therefore 
the  freedom  I  take  in  advifing  thee,  fruce  it  is  an  argu¬ 
ment  of  my  affetftion  and  concern  for  thy  honour  and 
fafety  ;  and  no  man  can  with  reafon  be  offended  at  ano¬ 
ther  for  warning  him  of  dangers.  In  a  word,  I  wiih  thee 
the  good  fortune  of  the  Englifh,  who  have  lately  taken 
an  ifland  in  the  Weft  Indies  from  the  Spaniards :  They 
call  it  Jamaica. 

It  feems  the  King  of  Spain  had  poffeffed  this  ifle  from 
the  time  of  the  firft  conquefts  in  America,  where  his 
fubje&s  had  committed  horrid  cruelties  on  the  natives ; 
for  which  they  are  now  puniihed  by  that  new  common¬ 
wealth,  who  boaft  that  they  are  eftablifhed  by  God  to 
reform  or  overturn  all  the  kingdoms  of  Europe. 

Thou  haft  heard,  I  fappofe,  of  Oliver,  the  fovereign 
of  that  nation  :  He  appears  like  another  Jingiz  Cham, 
fetting  up  for  a  prophet  and  founder  of  a  new  empire. 
He  has  refufed  the  title  of  King,  which  was  offered  him 
by  the  Englifh  ftates,  with  all  the  enfigns  of  royalty  ; 
but  he  aims  at  a  more  fublime  character,  laying  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  his  hopes  In  a  pretended  modefty,  affuming  on¬ 
ly  the  ftyle  of  Prote&or.  They  fay  he  talks  of  leading 
an  army  to  the  gates  of  Rome,  and,  when  he  has  fub- 
dued  the  pope,  that  he  will  march  or  fail  to  Conftanti- 
nople,  and  drive  the  Grand  Seignior  out  of  his  fera- 
glio. 

I  tell  thee,  thefe  are  not  things  to  be  contemned  or 
laughed  at  ;  for  this  Oliver  has  the  fame  of  a  great  and 
invincible  general;  and  I  can  aflure  thee,  all  the.  neigh¬ 
bouring  kings  and  ftates  court  his  friendfhip.  In  fine,  he 
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makes  the  molt  formidable  figure  at  prefcnt  of  any  prince 
in  thefe  weftern  paits. 

If  it  will  divert  thee  at  fea,  to  hear  of  the  tranfa&ions 
by  land,  know,  that  Leopoldus  Ignatius  Jofephus,  foil 
of  the  German  emperor,  is  elefted  King  of  the  Romans 
in  the  room  of  his  deceafed  brother.  There  is  alfo  a 
diet  affembled  at  Frankfort,  where  they  have  too  many 
difeords  and  quarrels  of  their  own,  to  have  leifure  to  plot 
any  mifehief  again!!  the  empire  of  true  believers.  Thefe 
infidels,  in  their  public  councils,  are  like  women  fcolding 
away  the  time  that  fhould  be  employed  in  adtion. 

There  arrives  daily  a  great  deal  of  news  out  of  Swe¬ 
den,  Mufcovy,  and  Poland.  One  poft  informs  us  of  a 
plague  raging  at  Mofcow,  and  ether  cities  of  that  north¬ 
ern  track  :  Another  alarms  us  with  intelligence  of 
fieges  and  plundering  of  towns,  difpeopling  of  provinces, 
and  a  deluge  of  blood  and  (laughter ;  for  the  Swedes, 
efpoufing  the  quarrel  of  the  Mufcovites,  endeavour  to 
make  their  own  game  in  Poland  ;  many  princes  and  great 
men,  with  their  towns,  villages  and  vafTals,  revolting  daily 
from  the  unfortunate  Cafimir,  and  fubmitting  to  the  Swe- 
difti  monarch. 

And  here  fri  France,  thofe  that  go  not  to  the  wars 
make  private  camp  igns  at  home :  Here  is  nothing  but 
duelling  and  murder  among  men  of  the  fword ;  whilft 
the  ecclefiaftics  are  combating  one  another  v/ith  their 
pens,  and  the  lawyers  with  their  tongues. 

In  Switzerland  they  are  mad  about  religion.  At  Dant- 
zic  two  eagles  were  feen  combating  in  the  air  ,  as 
if  all  Nature  were  in  a  ferment,  the  winds  have  been  at 
variance  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  which  has  occafioned 
frequent  earthquakes  in  the  parts  of  Germany.  The 
King  of  Poland’s  brother  is  dead,  and  the  Queen-mother 
of  Sweden. 
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We  mult  all  die  at  the  determined  hour  ;  and  there  is 
no  other  terror  in  death  but  what  is  created  by  our  own 
opinion,  nor  any  greater  pain  than  attending  our  birth  ; 
for  at  our  diflolution  every  element  of  which  we  were 
compounded  takes  its  proper  fnare,  and  that  which  is 
divine  in  us,  returns  to  that  which  is  divine  in  the  uni- 
verfe. 

Paris,  2Sth  of  the  9th  Mcon,  of  the  Year  1655. 


XIII. — • To  Pesteli  Hali,  his  Brother ,  Majler  of  the 
Citftoms  at  Covjlantinople. 

Our  kinfman  Ifouf  is  now  gone  for  Mufcovy,  having 
vihted  the  moft  remarkable  places  in  this  kingdom.  I 
received  a  letter  from  him,  dated  at  Dieppe,  a  fea-town 
over  againft  the  Englilh  coaft.  He  was  juft  going  aboard, 
as  he  tells  me,  when  he  delivered  his  difpatch  to  the  poft. 
God  grant  him  a  profperous  voyage  to  that  region,  and 
whitherfoever  his  genius  or  fortflne  carries  him. 

I  am  extremely  pleafed  with  his  converfation.  Whilft 
he  was  in  Paris,  I  was  never  fenfible  of  melancholy,  un- 
lefs  it  were  in  the  evenings,  which  forced  us  to  part  com¬ 
pany.  He  has  an  excellent  memory,  and  recounts  all 
the  adventures  of  his  life  with  a  great  deal  of  eafe,  both 
to  himfelf  and  his  hearers.  He  never  was  at  a  lofs  for 
matter,  or  confounded  one  circumftance  with  another, 
but,  ranking  every  thing  in  its  due  time  and  place,  de¬ 
livered  all  with  a  clearnefs  and  grace  which  affefted  me 
with  fingular  delight. 

Beftdes,  he  has  a  ready  wit,  lively  fancy,  and  judg¬ 
ment  enough  for  one  of  his  years.  I  tell  thee,  the  rela¬ 
tions  he  has  made  of  his  travels,  with  his  regular  deport¬ 
ment  here  in  Paris,  of  which  I  have  been  a  witnefs,  have 
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imprinted  in  me  fuch  an  opinion  of  his  abilities,  that  I 
have  trailed  him  with  fome  particular  inftruflions,  in  or¬ 
der  to  a  fettled  correfpondence  between  us,  in  whatfoever 
court  he  refides :  for,  in  a  word,  I  find  him  mature  e- 
nough  for  bufinefs  of  moment ;  and  it  is  pity  his  parts 
fhould  be  buried,  without  ever  appearing  in  a&ion. 

If  he  fucceeds  in  what  I  have  put  him  upon,  when  he 
arrives  at  Archangel,  a  fea-port  of  Ruffia,  and  a  place 
of  great  commerce  and  traffic,  I  lhall  have  good  reafirn 
to  hope  for  more  important  matters  when  he  comes  to 
Mofcow,  the  chief  city  of  the  men  who  worlhip  the  eyes 
of  their  emperor  :  And  then  it  will  be  time  to  give  a  due 
charailer  of  him  to  the  minillers  of  the  Porte,  wherein 
thou  wilt  have  many  opportunities  to  perform  the  office 
of  a  kinfman  and  friend.  Thofe  of  the  fame  blood  ought 
thus  to  ferve  one  another  with  integrity  and  affedlion  ; 
for  in  fo  doing,  we  help  ourfelves,  llrengthen  the  intereft 
of  our  family,  and  lhall  find  returns  in  time  of  need.  As 
thou  hall  received  favour  from  Kerker  Halfan  Balia,  o® 
the  fcore  of  being  his  countryman,  fo  there  is  greater 
reafon  that  thou  fhouldell  {how  kindnefs  to  Ifouf,  who 
partakes  of  our  blood. 

There  arifes  a  vail  complacency  from  doing  good  of¬ 
fices,  though  to  a  llranger,  or  even  to  an  enemy.  Man 
is  naturally  generous  ;  and  he  has  debauched  his  foul 
who  afts  contrary  to  this  principle.  Yet  the  g-eateft. 
part  of  men  are  degenerated  ;  they  purfue  lions,  tygers, 
bears,  and  fuch  like  ravenous  beads,  with  inexorable  ha¬ 
tred  and  revenge  ;  they  bear  fecret  antipathies  againlt 
fpiders,  toads,  ferpents,  and  other  venomous  creatures  ; 
and  yet  they  are  all  thefe  t  or  worfe,  themfelves. 

Ever  fince  Afirasa  abandoned  the  earth,  there  has  been  a 
llrange  metamorphofis  in  our  race  ;  men  have,  for  the 
mod  part,  forfaken  their  humanity,  and  changed  nature 
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with  the  favages ;  nay,  we  tranfcend  them  in  whatfoever 
is  cruel  and  vicious  ;  as  if  our  reafon  were  given  us  only 
to  teach  us  the  molt  refined  methods  of  impiety,  and  to 
be  a  more  exquifite  fpur  to  vice. 

Ifouf  has  prefented  me  with  folid  obfervations  of  this 
kind  in  his  travels,  efpecially  in  Afric  :  He  fays,  that 
region  is  not  more  prolific  of  firange  and  horrible  beads, 
than  it  is  of  monltrous  men,  brutes,  and  devils  in  human 
drape.  And  though  he  relates  fome  fair  things  of  the 
Indians,  and  other  people  in  Afia,  yet  they  are  inter¬ 
mixed  with  tragical  reports  and  mournful  memoirs,  fuch 
as  {tain  the  hiltory  of  our  race,  and  make  it  evident  that 
it  is  hard  to  meet  with  one  good  man  among  ten  thou- 
fand.  The  whole  world  is  over-run  with  oppreffion, 
cruelty,  avarice,  perfidy  and  lull. 

He  relates  {{range  things  of  the  antiquities  of  Egypt: 
He  calh  it  the  only  fcene  of  wonders  and  miracles  on 
earth.  Indeed  this  country  was  ever  famous  among  all 
nations  for  the  wifdom  and  learning  of  her  prielts,  who, 
in  the  firfl  ages  of  the  world,  anderftood  all  the  fecrets 
of  the  elements,  the  virtue  of  plants  and  minerals,  and 
were  perfectly  verfed  in  the  fcience  of  the  {tars  and  fpi- 
rits,  and  in  all  manner  of  myllerious  knowledge  ;  they 
were  faid  to  make  ftatues  and  images  that  could  fpeak, 
walk,  run,  and  counterfeit  all  human  actions  ;  they  were 
alfo  exquifite  in  making  miraculous  talifmans  and  mirrors, 
with  any  kind  of  magical  work,  whereby  they  kept  the 
people,  and  even  the  princes,  in  profound  awe  and  vene¬ 
ration  of  their  prodigious  knowledge  and  power,  and 
likewife  defended  their  country  againlt  all  invaders  ;  for 
no  fooner  did  an  enemy  appear  with  his  armies  on  the 
frontiers  of  Egypt,  but  thefe  prielts  had  prefent  intima¬ 
tion  of  it  by  their  fecret  art,  even  in  their  chambers, 
perhaps  at  an  hundred  leagues  diftance ;  then,  by  their 
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enchantments,  they  either  cauftd  fire  to  confume  them 
in  their  camps,  or  turned  their  {words  againil  each  other, 
or  fer.t  an  army  of  winged  ferpents  to  deftroy  them  ;  fo 
that  for  many  ages  no  king  ever  profpered  that  fought 
againft  the  Egyptians. 

But  let  not  thou  and  I,  dear  brother,  fuffer  our  reafon 
to  degenerate,  by  giving  credit  to  fictions  and  romances, 
though  vouched  by  fome  of  our  countrymen,  fuch  as 
Morat  Alzeman,  Eb’n  Abdalhokm,  and  others. 

Ele  aifo  tells  many  remarkable  paffages  of  the  pyra¬ 
mids  of  Cairo,  the  overflowing  of  the  Nile,  the  mum. 
mies,  and  other  things,  which  I  have  not  now  time  to 
reheaife  ;  but  in  another  letter  I  will  gratify  thee  with  a 
more  ample  account  of  his  obferva'tions. 

In  the  mean  time,  live  thou  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  thy 
own  travels  in  the  Eaft,  which,  if  *it  matches  not  the 
South  in  prodigies  and  ftupendous  inventions,  yet  it  fur- 
paffes  both  it  and  all  the  reft  of  the  world  in  juftice  and 
morality. 

Paris  17th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1655. 


XIV. — ToIsmael  Kaidar,  Cheik,  a  Man  of  the  Law. 

Tho  u  haft  the  cbaraifter  and  fame  of  a  great  hiftorian, 
a  man  of  intelligence  both  in  the  records  of  paft  times, 
and  the  tranfa&ions  of  the  prefent  ;  therefore  the  name 
of  Chriftina,  late  Queen  of  Sweden,  cannot  be  ftrangeto 
thee.  I  doubt  not  but  thou  haft  heard  of  this  princefs, 
fo  celebrated  throughout  the  earth  for  her  learning  and 
other  noble  accomplifhmentr.,  and  how  fine  voluntarily  re- 
figned  the  crown  to  one  of  her  kinfmen  ;  but,  perhaps, 
thou  knoweft  not  the  true  motives  which  induced  her  to 
Fo!.  V.  s 
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this  royal  caprice,  for  it  deferves  no  better  name,  as  thou 
wilt  underftand  by  the  fequel. 

Her  father,  who,  for  his  fuccefsful  wars  and  perpe¬ 
tual  victories,  was  called  the  Great  Guflave,  dying,  left 
her  in  the  entire  poffeflion  of  his  kingdom  and  new  con- 
quefts  in  Germany  ;  but  during  the  time  of  her  reign, 
Piementtlli,  the  Spanifh  ambaffador  at  Stockholm,  by 
daily  converting  with  this  great  queen,  ufed  fuch  plauti- 
ble  infmuations,  as  to  prevail  on  her  to  have  a  more  fa¬ 
vourable  opinion  of  the  pope,  and  his  religion,  than  (he 
had  before  entertained  ;  for  all  the  Swedes  are  educated 
in  an  averfion  for  thofe  of  the  Roman  faith.  I  need  not 
explain  to  thee  thefe  diftinclions  of  belief  among  the  Na- 
zarenes  ;  thou  art  verfed  in  their  hiftory  as  well  as  in  our 
own  ;  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  this  ambaffador  poffeffed 
Chriflina  with  fo  fair  an  idea  of  the  Catholic  religion, 
that  fhe  abandoned  her  crown,  and  has  ever  fince  been  a 
queen-errant,  a  royal  rambler  through  Europe,  being  re- 
folved  to  make  experiment  of  the  generofity  of  Catholic 
princes,  whofe  virtues  Piementelli  had  fo  highly  extol¬ 
led. 

It  would  be  a  work  of  feven  moons,  for  the  moft  Jn- 
dutirious  feribe  to  relate  all  the  particular  magnificences 
with  which  fhe  has  been  entertained  in  her  travels  through 
Germany,  Flanders,  Alface,  Infpruck,  Italy,  and  Rome, 
where  fhe  now  refides.  Every  prince  of  the  Roman 
church,  through  whofe  territories  fhe  palled,  was  ambi¬ 
tious  to  appear  prodigal  of  his  favours  and  civilities  to 
their  illuftrious  flranger  ;  perhaps,  to  evade  the  lafhes  of 
her  wit,  which,  they  fay,  is  very  fatirical  ;  or  it  may  be 
for  other  reafons  more  forcible  and  poignant.  Be  it  how 
it  will,  the  Roman  wits  have  not  fpared  her,  as  thou  wilt 
perceive  by  the  following  verfes,  which,  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  moon  of  January,  were  found  in  the  hand  of  Paf- 
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quin,  and  on  the  portal  of  the  palace  Fernefe,  where  (lie 
refides  ;• 

Pazza,  Gobba,  et  Zoppa  viene  dal  Norte, 

Del  Monarcha  Invitto  1’  indegna  Figlia, 

Mentre  Pologna  Gente  et  fi  Scompiglia, 

A  vane  Pompe  Roma  apre  le  Porte  ; 

Contra  quefti  Applaufi  P  ungrida  forte, 

Et  in  baffe  Note  1’  rdtro  bis  Biglia, 

Corre  la  Sciocca  Genti,  alza  le  ciglia, 

Ride  Pafquin  del  Papa,  et  della  Corte. 

Su  fu  venite  voi  Rufliani  Snelli, 

Et  portate  a  Cbrillina  ’flravagante, 

Di  venere  il  Scettro  ne  i  Fazzarell'i : 

Vuol  parar  dotta,  et  e  rozza  Pedante, 

K  in  Braccio  a  mangiator  di  Ravanelli 
Vuol  parer  cafla,  et  e  Putana  Errante. 

I  fend  thee  thefe  verfes  in  the  original,  knowing  thou 
art  a  critic  in  the  Italian  language  ;  befides  they  will  not 
found  fo  well  in  Arabic.  Thou  that  haft  been  in  Rome, 
knoweft  what  Pafquin  is,  and  art  no  ftranger  to  the  hu¬ 
mours  of  that  city. 

Let  not  lampoons  of  rnorofe  Italians  abate  thy  charity 
for  this  renowned  princefs,  but  let  her  extravagancies  be 
an  argument  of  the  greatnefs  of  her  foul ;  and  remember 
the  old  Roman  proverb,  which  fays,  “  There  is  no  fur- 
pafling  genius,  without  fome  mixture  of  madnefs.” 

Paris,  30th  of  the  if!:  Moon,  of  the  Year  1656. 


XV - To  the  fame. 

Having  the  fpace  of  an  hour  before  the  poll  goes,  I 
could  not  forbear  to  inform  thee  of  a  new  liar  which 
lately  appeared  in  thefe  parts,  moving  in  a  direft  line 
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from  eafl  to  north.  The  aftronomers  have  made  accurate 
obfervations  of  it,  and  yet  are  at  a  lcfs  what  to  conclude- 
Some  fay  it  is  below  the  moon  ;  others  place  it  in  the 
fphere  cf  the  fixed  ftars  ;  one  will  have  it  a  meteor;  a 
fecond  affirms  it  to  be  a  planet ;  whilft  the  Jews  report 
ever)-  where,  that  it  is  the  ftar  of  Jacob,  and  a  fign  that 
their  Mtffias  is  at  hand. 

Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  one  of  that  nation  at  Vienna, 
fends  me  ftrange  ftories  concerning  the  prodigies  which 
shall  go  before,  and  accompany  the  appearance  cf  the 
deliverer  of  Ifratl,  as  he  calls  him. 

He  fays,  there  fh all  fpeedily  come  a  fort  of  people 
from  the  uttermolh  parts  of  the  earth,  of  a  black  and 
horrible  afpech,  fo  that  whoever  fhall  but  cad  an  eye  on 
any  of  them  {hall  immediately  die,  as  by  the  glance  of  a 
bafiiiik  ;  for  every  one  of  them  fhall  have  two  heads  and 
feven  eyes,  glowing  and  fending  forth  fparks  of  fire  as 
poifonous  as  the'flafhes  of  the  wind  El-Samiel  in  Arabia. 
They  fit  ail  alfo  be  fwift  as  Hags.  And  about  the  fame 
time,  an  extraordinary  heat  {hall  flew  from  the  fun, 
which  being  dilperfed  through  the  elements,  fhall  corrupt 
the  air,  earth,  and  waters,  and  infeef  all  this  lower  world 
with  fuch  peftilential  qualities,  that  a  million  of  Gentiles 
(for  fo  the  Jews  call  all  that  are  not  of  their  own  nation) 
fhall  die  every  day ;  and  men  {hall  be  in  fo  great  coniter- 
nation,  that  they  {hall  run  up  and  down  the  ftreets,  cry¬ 
ing,  “  Wo,  wo  to  us  and  our  children  !”  They  final! 
dig  their  own  graves,  and  go  down  into  them  of  their 
own  accord,  expecting  death  ;  but  that  all  this  time,  the 
Jews  fhall  be  in  fafety  and  in  health. 

This  Hebrew  adds,  that  the  light  of  the  fun  fhall  be 
totally  extinguifhed  for  the  fpace  of  thirty  days  ;  during 
which  horrible  darknefs,  the  Chriflians  and  Mahometans 
fhall  acknowledge  their  errors,  and  many  cf  them  fhall 
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embrace  the  law  of  Mofes  ;  for  which  God,  being  moved 
to  mercy,  will  reftore  that  planet  again  to  its  former 
brig-htnefs. 

But  what  he  fays  next  is  an  unhappy  prefage  to  the 
Romans,  whofe  einpire,  according  to  this  tradition,  {hall 
be  extended  over  all  the  regions  of  the  earth  for  the  fpace 
of  nine  moons  ;  after  which  term,  God  (hall  fend  the  hi  ft 
Meflias,  the  fon  of  Jofeph,  who  fhali  gather  the  difperfed 
tribes  of  Ifrael,  and  conduct  diem  to  Jerufalem  ;  from 
whence  he  fnall  iflue  forth,  with  a  viftorious  army,  and 
lay  wafte  the  Roman  empire,  fack  Rome  itfelf,  and  car¬ 
ry  away  the  immenfe  riches  of  the  Chriftians  to  Jerufa¬ 
lem  ;  and  the  very  fear  of  him  fnall  reduce  all  nations  to 
his  obedience  :  He  fhali  fight  with  Armillai  Harafcha, 
the  antichrift  of  the  Chriftians,  and  (hall  deftroy  two  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  of  Armillai’s  followers,  but  in  the  end 
fnall  be  {lain  himfelf,  and  the  good  angels  iball  tranfport 
his  body  to  the  apartment  of  the  fathers. 

The  Jews  hold,  that  this  Armillai  (hall  fpring  out  of 
an  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary  in  Rome,  made  of  marble, 
with  which  the  moil  wicked  and  profligate  among  men 
fhali  be  enamoured,  and  commit  the  mod  execrable  un- 
cleannefs  that  can  be  named.  The  refult  of  thefe  adul¬ 
terous  congrefles  fliall  be,  that  the  ftatue,  by  a  fuperna- 
tural  power,  {hall  prove  impregnate  ;  and  cleaving  afun- 
der,  fhali  be  delivered  of  this  young  antichrift,  who  is  to 
vex  and  perfecute  the  Jews,  and  afflict  tjiem  with  greater 
calamities  than  either  they  or  their  fathers  felt  fince  the 
beginning  of  the  world  :  They  fliall  be  forced  to  flee  in¬ 
to  the  deferts,  and  hide  themfelves  in  the  dens  and  caves 
of  the  earth,  living  only  on  the  grafs  and  herbage,  with 
the  leaves  of  trees,  till  the  great  Michael,  the  archangel, 
fliall  thrice  wind  his  horn  ;  then  fnall  the  fecond  Meflias, 
the  fon  of  David,  with  Elias  the  prophet,  appear,  who 
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fhall  refcue  them  out  of  all  their  troubles,  and  lead  them 
triumphant  to  paradife. 

This  is  the  fum  of  what  Nathan  and  all  the  Jews  be¬ 
lieve  concerning  the  laft  times,  which  they  fay  are  now 
approaching,  as  is  evident  by  the  rifrng  of  this  new  ftar, 
accompanied  with  terrible  thunders  and  lightnings.  And 
the  chief  patriarch,  or  prince  of  the  Jews,  is  come  from 
Jerufaiem  to  Vienna,  to  prepare  thofe  of  his  nation  in 
thefe  weftern  parts,  for  the  grand  revolutions  which  they 
believe  are  ready  to  fall  out  in  the  world.  All  the  Jews 
in  that  city  went  out  a  league  to  meet  him,  with  great 
pomp  and  folemnity. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  hear  that  the  fon  of  the  late 
Viiier  Azem  makes  a  eonfufion  among  you  at  Conftanti- 
nople,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  being  at  the  head  of  fifty 
thoufand  men,  on  pretence  to  revenge  the  death  of  his 
father,  but  really  to  recover  his  raviihed  miftrefs,  the  fair 
Sultana  Zamiouvre,  who  was  forced  from  his  feraglio  by 
the  Grand  Seignior’s  command.  Women  and  wine,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  proverb  of  the  Franks,  make  all  the  di- 
ffur’bance  in  the  world ;  and  without  calling  to  remem¬ 
brance  the  Trojan  wars,  the  unhappy  effects  of  Helena’s 
perfidy,  we  may  conclude,  that  women  are  the  occafions 
of  many  quarrels  among  us. 

There  is  a  peace  lately  concluded  between  the  French 
ar.d  the  new  Enplifii  commonwealth  ;  bv  which  means 
the  exiled  king  of  the  Scots  was  forced  to  depart  from 
this  realm,  which  has  been  his  fanttuary  for  many  years. 
He  went  away  at  the  beginning  of  the  treaty,  and  has 
wandered  up  and  down  Germany  ever  fince,  fometimes 
keeping  a  court  like  a  king,  at  other  times  living  incog¬ 
nito,  and  very  privately,  with  only  two  or  three  attend¬ 
ants.  That  poor  prince  is  very  unfortunate  ;  yet  they 
fay  he  bears  his  calamity  with  Angular  moderation,  and  a 
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certain  royal  ftiffnefs  of  mind,  which  will  rather  break 
than  bend. 

This  pope  is  a  great  peace-maker,  and  has  fent  nun¬ 
cios  with  letters  to  all  the  princes  of  Chriftendom  within 
the  pale  of  the  Roman  church,  earneftly  perfuading  them 
to  unity  and  friendihip,  that  fo  their  arms  may  be  turned 
againfl  the  muifulmans.  His  predeceffor  was  of  another 
fentiment,  and  would  not  intermeddle  in  the  quarrels  of 
any.  One  day,  as  he  was  looking  out  of  a  window  of 
his  palace  with  fome  cardinals,  they  efpied  two  men  fight¬ 
ing  in  the  ftreet,  whereupon  they  defined  the  holy  father 
to  interpofe  his  authority,  and  command  peace ;  but  he 
refufed,  faying,  “  Let  them  fight  it  out,  and  then  they 
will  be  good  friends  of  courfe.”  And  turning  to  the 
Spanifh  ambaffador,  he  faid,  “  So  will  it  fare  with  your 
mailer  and  the.  King  of  France  ;  when  they  have  fuffi- 
ciently  wearied  out  one  another  with  wars,  they  will 
gladly  embrace  the  propofals  of  peace.” 

Here  is  great  rejoicing  for  the  reconciliation  newly 
made  between  the  king  and  his  uncle,  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans,  who  have  been  eilranged  a  long  time,  the  latter 
having  efpoufed  the  Prince  of  Conde’s  caufe  ;  but  now 
he  has  abandoned  it,  and  is  come  to  the  court. 

Thefe  infidels  are,  as  inconilant  as  the  winds,  which  va* 
ry  to  all  the  points  of  the  compafs. 

Paris,  30th  of  the  id  Moon,  of  the  Year  1656. 


XVI.— To  Sol  YMAN,  Lis  Coufin>  at  Scutari. 

I  see  thou  art  given  over  to  a  fpirit  of  difcontent :  No¬ 
thing  can  pleafe  thee :  Thou  murmured:  at  Providence, 
and  cafteft  obloquies  on  the  ways  of  God,  as  if  the  order 
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of  all  things,  and  the  eftablilhed  economy  of  the  univerfe, 
muft  be  changed  to  gratify  thy  humour. 

Formerly  thou  wert  troubled  with  dull,  melancholy 
thoughts  about  religion  ;  now  thou  art  angry  with  thy 
trade,  and  pineft  that  thou  wert  not  educated  in  the  aca¬ 
demy.  A  mechanic  life,  thou  fayeft,  is  tedious  and  irk- 
fome,  befides  that  it  is  beneath  one  of  thy  blood  to  be 
always  employed  in  making  of  turbans ;  thou  wifheft  ra¬ 
ther  to  have  been  a  courtier,  foldier,  or  any  thing  fave 
what  thou  art. 

Coufin,  let  not  pride  and  ambition  corrupt  thy  man¬ 
ners.  Doft  thou  not  confider  that  all  true  believers  are 
obliged  to  exercife  fome  manual  occupation,  and  that  the 
Sultan  himfelf  is  not  exempted  from  this  duty  ?  Did  not 
the  x’rop’net  himfelf  praciife  it,  and  enjoin  it  to  all  his 
followers  ?  Haft  thou  not  heard  of  his  words,  when  he 
faid,  “  No  man  can  eat  any  thing  fweeter  in  this  world 
than  what  is  acquired  by  his  own  labour.’’’  Doubtlefs 
all  the  prophets  and  holy  men  have  gained  their  bread 
by  their  lawful  employments  :  Adam  was  a  gardener, 
Abel  a  Ihephcrd,  Seth  a  weaver,  Enoch  a  tailor,  Noah  a 
fnipwright,  Mofes,  Saguib,  and  Mahomet,  were  fhep- 
herds ;  Jefus  the  fon  of  Mary,  a  carpenter,  Abubecre, 
Omar,  Oihman,  Gali,  and  Gabdorachaman,  were  mer¬ 
chants. 

Doft  thou  efteem  thyftlf  of  better  blood  than  Adam, 
from  whom  thou  received!!  thine  ?  For  fhame  !  prefer 
not  thyfelf  to  Noah,  the  reftorer  of  mankind,  to  Jefus 
the  Meffias,  to  Mahomet  our  holy  lawgiver,  and  to  the 
reft  of  thofe  excellent  perfons,  who  thought  it  no  con¬ 
tempt  to  work  at  then  fevcral  trades,  and  eat  the  bread 
of  their  own  labour. 

Befides,  doft  thou  confider  the  dangerous  intrigues  of 
a  prince’s  court  :  Art  thou  fufficiently  armed  with  wit 
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and  dexterity  to  iccure  thy  ftation  agninft  the  wily  trains 
of  defigning  men?  1  do  not  reproach,  thy  abilities;  yet 
I  think  thou  wilt  do  better  in  the  pod  allotted  thee  by 
deftiriy,  that  is,  in  thy  proper  calling,  than  in  the  perilous 
condition  of  thofe  who  Hand  or  fall  at  the  pleafure  of 
ethers  ;  whereas  thou  art  now  thy  own  man,  and  need¬ 
ed;  fear  no  tempefts  of  Hate,  or  frowns  of  thy  prince,  fo 
long  as  thou  purfueft  none  but  thy  private  affairs.  Many 
fovereign  monarchs  have  envied  fuch  as  thee,  when  they 
have  feeu  how  cheerfully  and  quietly  they  pafs  away  their 
time  under  the  umbrella  of  an  obfeure  and  private  life  ; 
whereas,  at  the  court  there  is  nothing  but  intriguing, 
plotting,  and  treachery,  one  undermining  another  to 
make  way  for  their  own  advance.  The  court  is  a  per¬ 
fect  theatre  of  fraud,  diffimulation,  envy,  malice,  and  a 
thoufand  vices,  which  there  aft  their  various  parts  under 
the  habit  and  difguife  of  leeming  virtues.  There  a  man 
muff  flatter  the  great,  and  fpeak  againft  his  own  fenfe 
and  the  truth,  to  procure  the  favour  of  fome  dignified 
fool,  than  which  nothing  is  more  ignoble  and  bafe. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  pleafant  repartee  which 
.Diogenes  the  philofopher  gave  to  a  courtier :  The  fpark, 
pafluig  by  Diogenes  as  he  fat  in  a  tub  eating  of  turnips, 
put  this  feoff  upon  him  ;  “  Diogenes,  (faid  he)  if  thou 
wouldft  but  learn  the  art  of  flattery,  thou  needeft  not 
fit  here  in  a  tub  fcranching  of  roots.”  To  whom  the 
philofopher  replied,  “  And  thou  vain- glorious  man,  if 
thou  wouldft  but  learn  to  live  contented  with  my  home¬ 
ly  fare,  needed  not  condefcend  to  the  fawning  of  a  fpa- 
niel.” 

But,  coufin,  let  not  this  paffage  caufe  thee  to  emulate 
the  philofopher’ s  manner  of  life,  for  he  had  his  vices  as 
well  as  other  men.  If  he  was  no  flatterer,  yet  he  was 
proud  and  opiniative  ;  he  laid  trains  for  the  applaufe  of 
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men  in  all  his  actions,  and  fo  taught  others  to  become 
flatterers,  though  he  was  none  himfeif.  All  his  pretend¬ 
ed  humility,  mortification,  and  rigour,  were  but  fo  many 
decoys  for  fame.  Of  this  Plato  was  fenfible,  who  was  a 
far  more  excellent  philofopher  than  he.  As  this  fage 
was  one  day  walking  with  fome  of  his  friends  in  the 
fields,  they  fliowed  him  Diogenes  (landing  up  to  the  chin 
in  water,  whofe  fuperficies  was  frozen  over,'fave  one  hole 
that  Diogenes  had  made  for  himfeif :  “  Puh,  (fays  Pla¬ 
to)  do  not  regard  him,  and  he  will  foon  be  out ;  for  had 
he  not  feen  us  coming  this  way,  he  would  not  have  put 
himfeif  to  this  pain.”  Another  time  this  philofopher 
came  to  Plato’s  houfe,  and  as  he  walked  on  the  rich 
carpets,  with  which  the  floor  of  the  hall  was  covered  ; 
“  See  (faid  Diogenes)  how  I  trample  on  Plato’s  pride.” 
“  Yes,  (faid  Plato)  but  with  greater  pride.” 

Certainly  the  greateft  philofophers,  dodlors,  and  even 
laints  themfelves,  have  their  errors  and  failings.  Do  not 
therefore  affedl  to  change  thy  calling  for  the  life  of  a 
ftudent  or  a  contemplative  man  ;  for  the  fame  difcontent 
will  ftill  haunt  thee  in  that  flate  which  makes  thee  fo  un- 
eafy  now.  Thou  art  a  perfedl  ftranger  to  the  intoler¬ 
able  anguiih  of  mind  which  afflicls  thinking  men,  and 
{uch  as  apply  themfelves  to  the  ftudy  of  the  fciences : 
They  labour  under  a  perpetual  third:  of  knowledge,  and 
the  more  they  learn,  the  greater  and  more  ardent  is  their 
defire  of  farther  difcoveries  ;  fo  that  the  moil  accompliih- 
ed  fages  are  no  more  fatisfied  with  their  own  acquifitions 
than  he  who  has  never  meddled  with  books. 

Then,  as  to  their  bodies,  they  are  always  vexed  with 
one  malady  or  other,  proceeding  from  the  violent  agita¬ 
tion  of  their  fpirits,  the  intenfenefs  of  their  thoughts, 
perpetual  poring  upon  books,  and  their  fedentary  life. 

In  all  that  I  have  faid  I  do  not  diiTuade  thee  from  feek- 
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ing  after  knowledge  ;  I  lather  counfel  thee  to  read 
books,  and  I  gave  thee  the  fame  advice  in  a  former  let¬ 
ter  ;  but  do  it  with  moderation  ;  let  not  thy  ftudies  in¬ 
trench  on  the  affairs  of  thy  calling  ;  read  hiftories  or  o- 
ther  traifts,  according  to  thy  fancy,  when  thou  half  no¬ 
thing  elfe  to  do  ;  but  do  not  follow  it  fo  clofe  as  if  thou 
afpiredft  to  the  charaffter  of  a  complete  hiftorian  or  phi- 
Iofopher  :  Still  remember  that  thou  art  a  turban-maker, 
and  that  by  the  decrees  of  fate  thou  art  born  for  this  bufi- 
uefs.  Follow  it  with  alacrity  and  mirth*  When  thou 
art  at  thy  work,  it  will  be  pleafant  meditating  on  what 
thou  haft  read  at  thy  fpare  hours.  Thou  wilt  find  thy- 
felf  much  more  happy  in  thus  mixing  ftudies  with  the 
neceffary  offices  of  thy  trade,  than  in  abandoning  thy- 
feif  wholly  to  a  contemplative  life  :  And  in  the  nridft  of 
thy  difgufts  thou  mayeft  comfort  thyfelf  with  this  reflec¬ 
tion,  that  thou  art  of  none  of  the  moft  defpicable  call¬ 
ings  which  ferve  the  neceffities  of  man’s  body.  Had 
thy  employment  been  only  to  make  papouches  or  fandals 
which  cover  the  feet,  it  might  have  been  an  argument  of 
difeontent  to  thee,  in  regard  the  foot  is  the  moft  con¬ 
temptible  member  of  the  body  ;  but  now  thou  paffeft 
thy  time  in  making  ornaments  for  the  head,  which  is  the 
nobleft  part,  and  commander  of  all  the  reft,  thou  haft  no 
reafon  to  repine. 

If  after  all  thou  refolveft  to  change  thy  courfe  of  life, 
I  advil'e  thee  to  turn  foldier,  for  then  thou  muft  be  con¬ 
tented  and  patient  perforce. 

Paris,  13th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1656. 
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XVII. — To  Melec  Amet. 

he  Nazarenes  bead  much  of  the  new  converts  they 
have  made  from  the  MufTulman  law  to  the  faith  of  Jefus 
the  Son  of  Mary.  On  the  23d  of  the  laft  moon,  a  Moor 
of  1  ripoli  was  baptized  in  a  church  of  this  city,  and  the 
next  day  he  was  anointed  with  their  chrifm,  or  holy  oil, 
(as  they  call  it)  which  they  fay  has  a  virtue  to  confirm 
and  ftrengthen  him  in  his  new  religion.  On  the  25th  he 
was  clothed  all  in  white  linen,  and  walked  in  proceffion 
through  the  ftreets,  with  mufic  playing  before  them, 
whilfl  the  ground  was  ftrewed  with  flowers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  great  mofque  of  this  city,  a  prieft  gave 
him  that  which  they  efteem  the  body  of  the  Meffias,  but, 
in  reality,  is  only  a  wafer,  with  the  figure  of  a  man  cru¬ 
cified  on  it.  Thefe  wafers  are  made  and  fold  to  the 
pr iefls  by  the  common  bakers  of  the  town,  and  yet  they 
make  the  poor  ignorant  people  believe  with  four  words 
they  can  change  them  into  an  immortal  God. 

The  renegado  Moor  appears  very  zealous  and  devout, 
frequenting  the  temples,  and  vifiting  all  holy  places.  He 
walks  along  the  ftreets  with  beads  in  his  hands,  which 
the  people  interpret  as  an  argument  of  his  piety  to  the 
Virgin  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jefus  ;  for  -when  they  pray 
to  her,  it  is  the  cuftom  to  number  their  oiifons  on  beads. 
But  all  this  while  they  confider  not  that  he  may  be  an 
hypocrite  as  to  their  religion,  and,  inftead  of  addrefiing 
his  prayers  to  her,  may  diredl  them  to  God  alone,  as  all 
the  true  faithful  do  who  ufe  beads  in  rehear  fing  the  di¬ 
vine  ejaculations,  as  well  as  the  Chriftians  in  repeating 
their  Ave  Maria,  which  they  fay  was  the  habitation  that 
Gabriel  gave  the  Virgin  when  he  entered  her  oratory. 

Be  it  how  it  will,  he  gets  abundance  of  money  by  his 

deviation  ;  for  the  Franks  are  really  very  charitable,  and 
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give  plentiful  alms  to  the  poor  ;  but  efpecially  to  one 
under  his  circumftances  they  are  extremely  liberal,  that 
fo  they  may  imprint  in  him  a  more  fervent  affedtion,  and 
profound  reverence  for  their  religion. 

But  he  is  not  the  only  convert  they  brag  of ;  many 
captives  they  either  wheedle  or  force  to  turn  Chriftians. 
Thus,  he  that  was  taken  at  fea  by  the  fhips  of  Malta 
twelve  years  ago,  when  it  was  reported  through  Chriften- 
don  that  he  was  the  Grand  Seignior’s  fon,  is  of  late 
turned  Chriftian  and  friar,  having  folemnly,  and  in  pub¬ 
lic,  abjured  the  muffolman  law,  curfed  our  holy  Pro¬ 
phet,  and  all  thofe  of  his  race,  with  the  believers  of  the 
Alcoran.  Pie  is  like  to  come  to  great  preferment  in  the 
Roman  church  :  They  call  him  the  Ottoman  Father ; 
and  boail,  that  the  true  heir  of  the  Turkifh  empire  is  a 
Chriftian,  and  in  their  cuftody. 

Yet,  after  all,  the  profelyte  of  greateft  fame  is  Don 
Philippo,  the  fon  of  the  Dey  of  Tunis,  of  whom  I  made 
mention  in  one  of  my  former  letters.  This  prince  is 
now  at  Valentia,  under  the  King  of  Spain’s  jurifdidlion, 
who  allows  him  a  confiderable  penfion,  and  has  given 
him  leave  to  marry  a  princefs  of  that  country,  very  beau¬ 
tiful  and  ingenious,  but  of  a  poor  fortune  :  He  has  one 
fon  by  her  ;  and  it  is  faid  the  King  of  Spain  defigns  to 
fet  forth  a  mighty  fleet  of  fhips,  and,  having  furnifhed 
this  prince  with  all  things  neceffary  for  a  warlike  expe¬ 
dition,  will  fend  him  thus  equipped  to  claim  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Tunis;  or,  in  cafe  of  denial,  to  make  a  de- 
fcent  in  that  kingdom,  and  fight  for  it.  But  I  believe 
this  will  only  prove  a  Sp3ni(h  rhodomantade,  that  mo¬ 
narch  having  work  enough  cut  out  for  him  in  Europe 
and  America  by  the  French  and  Englifh,  to  divert  him 
from  any  fuch  wild  enterprife  on  Afric.  However  it  be, 
this  Don  Philippo  is  much  talked  of  in  Chriftendomj 
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and  the  Spaniards  flatter  thernfeives  with  the  hopes  of 
conquering  a  great  pari,  of  Barbary  by  his  means,  he 
having  many  friends  and  a  confidcrable  intereft  in  thofe 
parts. 

Thou  iti  rye f L  acquaint  the  divan,  that  Ofrr.an  the 
dwarf  is  ftili  living,  and  ferves  the  Porte  with  a  fecret 
and  untainted  zeal.  Two  days  ago  he  difcovered  a  cun¬ 
ning  practice  of  Cardinal  Mazarini,  whofe  motions  and 
intrigues  he  watches  very  narrowly.  Pie  aifures  me  that 
this  miniflcr  has  difpatche.d  away  two  agents  to  the 
King  of  Sweden  and  Elector  of  Branden burgh,  with  a 
letter,  to  each  of  thefe  princes  from  the  King  of  Fiance, 
alfo  with  blank  papers  and  the  king’s  feal,  giving  them 
inftruftions  to  fill  up  thofe  blanks,  and  leal  them  with 
the  king’s  fignet,  according  as  they  found  the  treaty  go 
forward  between  thofe  princes.  The  main  defign  of  this 
trick  being  to  hinder  them  from  entering  into  a  league 
againft  the  King  of  Poland,  by  all  the  artifice  thefe  a- 
gents  could  ufe,  in  exactly  timing  and  fuiting  their  coun¬ 
terfeit  letters  to  the  difficulties  and  mifunderftandings 
that  always  happen  in  fuch  treaties,  that  fo  they  may  ex- 
afperate  each  party  againff  the  other  as  occafion  offered, 
without  being  obliged  to  fend  to  France  for  freflr  letters, 
which  would  breed  too  much  delay,  and  fpcil  their  de- 
fign. 

By  this  thou  mayeft  perceive  that  Cardinal  Mazarini 
comes  not  fhort  of  his  preaeceffor  Richlieu  in  managing 
the  affairs  of  foreign  courts.  Fie  is  the  very  foul  of  all 
the  grand  bufinefs  in  Chriitendom. 

A  general  heart-burning  has  poffeffed  the  French, 
efpecially  the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  ever  fince  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  laft  year,  when  the  king  iffued  out  certain  or¬ 
ders,  commanding  that  all  the  gold  and  filver  money  in 
the  kingdom  fhould  be  brought  into  his  mint  to  be  new- 
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coined.  The  merchants  firil  complained  of  this  edid, 
and  then  it  was  murmured  at  by  all  the  trading  people  ; 
at  length  the  parliament  of  Paris  took  it  into  their  con- 
fideration,  and  oppofed  the  king’s  pleafure  ;  upon  which 
he  banifhed  eight  of  their  members,  and  has  feveral  times 
prohibited  them  to  alfemble  ;  yet  they  perfifted  to-  meet 
till  he  banifhed  more  of  them,  which,  inltead  of  awing 
them  into  the  expected  compliance,  has  but  incenfed 
them  more ;  and  the  difeontented  clergy  blow  up  the 
coals,  as  do  likewife  the  friends  of  the  Prince  of  Conde. 
The  parliament  are  very  bold  and  peremptory  in  their 
proceedings,  having  ex^refsly  forbid  the  citizens  of  Paris 
to  obey  the  king’s  order,  and  decreed  that  nothing  (hall 
be  done  in  their  a.Tembly  till  the  banifhed  fenators  be  re¬ 
called. 

Things  being  at  this  pafs,  we  expert  nothing  but  irr- 
furredlions,  maffacres,  and  other  effedts  of  popular  fury. 
The  rich  are  laying  in  vaft  quantities  of  corn  and  other 
provifions,  as  if  they  expedled  a  liege  ;  and  the  poor 
fare  the  better  for  it,  whilft  great  largeffes  are  given  a- 
mong  them  by  the  grandees  of  the  parliament,  to  engage 
them  in  the  faction.  Befides,  thou  knoweft,  the  multi¬ 
tude  always  delight  in  novelty  and  Hate  tempefts,  hoping 
for  plunder,  and  to  enrich  themfelves  by  the  ruin  of  o- 
thers. 

I  know  not  what  conduft  is  fittell  for  me  to  ufe  in 
this  cafe  ;  whether  it  will  be  bell  for  me  to  abide  in  this 
city,  or  follow  the  court,  which  is  now  at  La  Fere  in  Pi¬ 
cardy  ;  or  whether  I  Ihould  retire  to  fome  other  place 
lefs  liable  to  civil  diilurbances.  I  wifh  the  minilters  of 
the  Porte  would  fend  me  full  inltrudlions  what  I  ought 
to  do  in  thefe  emergencies. 

From  Rome  we  hear  that  the  pope  and  cardinals  arc 
in  great  confternation,  on  fome  intelligence  they  have  re- 
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ceived,  that  the  Englifh  intend  to  make  a  defcent  on  the 
territories  of  the  church.  That  nation  is  now  become 
the  great  bugbear  of  all  Europe,  fince  they  have  moulded 
themfelves  into  a  commonwealth. 

Every  kingdom  and  empire  has  a  time  to  rife  and  an¬ 
other  to  fall.  But  who  can  determine  the  period  where¬ 
in  the  Ottoman  glory  will  decline,  which  is  not  yet  ad¬ 
vanced  to  its  zenith  ? 

Paris,  27th  of  the  5th  IVIoon,  nf  the  Year  1656. 


XVIII. — To  Sedree  Al’  Giraw’n,  Chief  Treafurer  to 
the  Grand  Seignior. 

.Chy  virtues  have  at  length  raifed  thee  to  a  glorious 
truft,  the  charge  of  immenfe  wealth.  Thoir  haft  in  thy 
cuftody  the  riches  which  cannot  be  matched  in  the  uni- 
verfe.  God  infpire  thee  with  graces  fuitable  to  a  digni¬ 
ty  fo  full  of  temptations.  I  hope  thou  wilt  not  be  af¬ 
fronted  at  my  prayer,  as  was  thy  predeceffor  Kienan  Baf- 
fa  at  fome  connfels  of  like  nature,  which  I  gave  him  in 
a  letter.  Some  men  are  ftrangely  choleric,  and  look  on 
thofe  as  enemies  who  give  them  good  advice.  I  only 
warned  him  of  the  ordinary  cheats  that  are  pradtifed  at 
certain  times  in  the  treafury,  which  thou  knoweft  to  be 
true  as  well  as  I ;  and  I  tell  thee  farther,  he  himfelf  was 
fufpefted  by  many  in  the  feraglio  not  to  have  been  alto¬ 
gether  exempt  from  guilt. 

Whether  he  were  or  not,  I  performed  but  my  duty  in 
giving  him  neceffary  cautions ;  for  fuch  is  the  will  of  my 
fuperiors  that  I  Ihould  not  be  afraid  to  unravel  the  fe- 
crets  of  thofe  who  are  falfe  to  the  Grand  Seignior.  I 
did  not  charge  him  with  fuch  a  crime,  and  therefore  he 
had  no  rqafon  to  be  angry  5  but  fome  men  will  pick  a 
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quarrel  with  their  own  fhadows.  In  a  word,  this  grandee 
forgot  himfeif. 

In  faying  fo,  I  do  not  refledl  on  his  original,  or  that 
he  was  found  keeping  on  a  dunghill  in  Ruffia,  a  poor 
ragged  infant,  when  the  Tartars  took  him  captive,  among 
many  thoufands  of  others,  in  the  plunder  of  Tfinarow, 
and  fold  him  to  the  Capa  Agafi  for  thirteen  piaftres,  by 
reafon  of  his  beauty.  I  do  not  call  to  mind  the  circum- 
dances  of  his  youth,  fince  it  is  common  for  the  meaneft 
flaves  to  arrive  at  an  extraordinary  grandeur  by  their  me¬ 
rits,  or  at  lead  through  the  favour  of  the  Sultan. 

But  what  I  aim  at  is,  that  in  his  being  difguded  at 
the  remondrances  I  made  of  fome  private  and  dnider 
pra&ices  in  the  treafury,  he  forgot  that  he  himfeif  is  dill 
a  Have  to  the  Grand  Seignior  as  w'ell  as  I,  and  therefore 
not  above  inftrudrion. 

Well,  it  feems  he  is  now  made  captain  baffa,  and  thou 
fucceeded  him  in  the  office  of  treafurer.  To  him  I  wifh 
all  imaginable  fuccefs  and  victories  at  fea,  for  the  fake  of 
our  great  mader  and  the  muffulman  empire  ;  to  thee,  for 
thy  own  fake,  and  for  my  brother’s,  whom  I  know  thou 
wilt  ever  refpedt  as  a  friend,  I  wilh  increafe  of  riches  and 
honours,  even  as  thy  merits  and  ferviccs  augment  in  the 
efteem  of  the  Sultan,  and  of  all  the  world. 

And  I  tell  thee,  I  have  far  livelier  hopes  to  fee  this 
latter  wifh  take  effeft  than  the  former  ;  for  what  reafon 
have  we  to  expedl  better  luck  from  the  courage  or  con¬ 
duct  of  this  Ouroos  Kienan,  than  from  the  brave  Zorne- 
fan  Mudapha  who  commanded  the  fleet  lad  year  ? 

This  unhappy  thought  has  put  me  into  as  melancholy 
a  humour  as  iErieas  was  in,  when  the  Queen  of  Carthage 
required  an  account  of  the  Trojan  wars;  for  I  have 
heard  that  Cara  Mudapha  Baffa  fucceeded  Zornefan  in 
the  command  of  the  fleet,,  and  in  the  revolution  of  a 
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moon,  was  made  manfoul  again  for  the  fake  of  Kienan 
Baffa,  or  rather  for  the  fake  of  the  licentious  foldiers, 
who,  it  feems,  command  all  things.  I  have  been  in¬ 
formed  alfo  of  all  the  other  tragedies  afted  at  the  fe- 
raglio  fince  the  fecond  moon  of  this  year  ;  neither  are 
the  caufes  and  origin -of  fo  much  (laughter  and  blood(hed 
hid  from  me.  It  is  too  apparent  that  there  is  an  univer- 
fal  diforder  and  corruption  in  the  difcipline  of  the  janiza¬ 
ries. 

I  formerly  wrote  to  the  Kiaya  Bey  on  this  account  ; 
but  it  feems  avarice,  the  root  of  all  evil,  had  rendered 
him  inlenfible  and  obdurate. 

Is  it  not  a  (hame  that  the  pay  of  thofe  who  ferve  the 
Grand  Seignior  in  the  wars  fhould  be  detained  not  three 
or  four  moons,  but  five  or  fix  years,  by  their  corrupt  of¬ 
ficers  ?  They  fit  at  home  enjoying  their  eafe,  revelling  in 
taverns,  and  committing  a  thoufand  riots  ;  whilft  the 
others  undergo  numberlefs  fatigues  abroad,  and  are  re¬ 
duced  to  the  extremeft.  neceflraes,  not  having  fo  much  as 
the  vefts  allowed  them  by  the  Sultan  to  cover  their  na- 
kednefs !  And  if  they  complain  of  their  fufferings,  in- 
ftead  of  redrefs,  they  meet  with  nothing  but  taunts  and 
reproaches,  as  if  they  were  not  worthy  to  eat  the  Sul¬ 
tan’s  bread  and  fait,  though  they  freely  hazard  their 
lives  for  him.  It  is  r,o  wonder  the  janizaries  are  fo  un¬ 
bridled  in  their  rage  after  fo  many  provocations. 

Yet  I  cannot  but  lament  the  fate  of  thofe  unfortunate 
men  who  were  facrificed  to  the  fury  of  that  infolent  mi¬ 
litia;  efpecially  I  condole  the  lofs  of  the  brave  Solyman 
Kyzlir  Aga.  The  janizaries  had  an  old  grudge  againft 
him  ever  fince  his  hot  difpute  with  the  Boftangi  Balia, 
and  now  they  were  refolved  to  execute  their  revenge. 

As  for  the  Kiaya  Bev,  it  feems  to  he  a  ftroke  of  di- 
vine  juftice,  that  he,  who  had  been  the  cauie  oi  all  this 
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mutiny,  flrould  ia  remorfe  ftrangle  himfelf,  and  fo  go  to 
hell  as  an  expiation  for  the  many  lives  he  had  call  away. 

And  there  is  little  lefs  to  be  faid  in  refpeft  of  the 
mufti,  who  was  the  chief  of  thofe  who  betrayed  their 
mailer,  Sultan  Ibrahim.  To  tell  thee  my  true  refent- 
ments,  I  am  heartily  forty  for  all  the  reft  ;  but  to  thofe 
who  were  concerned  in  that  treafon  there  feems  no  pity 
due  ;  and  the  mufti  may  thank  God  and  his  good  ftars, 
that  his  life  went  not  with  the  others.  They  report  here 
he  is  fled  into  Egypt. 

But  what  was  that  Gelcp  Allan  who  headed  this  rab* 
ble  of  mutineers  ?  I  have  heard  .nothing  of  him  before 
the  intelligence  I  received  of  his  fudden  rife,  and  equally 
precipitate  fall,  during  this  tumult.  He  was,  I  fuppofe, 
fome  paffionate  fool,  of  an  ill-contrived  midriff,  which 
ufed  to  make  a  quarrel  between  his  heart  and  his  fpleen  ; 
and  from  this  inteftine  broil  he  habitually''  learned  the 
way  to  fet  people  together  by  the  ears  ;  a  popular  man, 
an  incendiary,  and  one  that  knew  how  to  wheedle  the 
vulgar  to  his  own  ruin.  Who  can  give  an  account  of 
thefe  things  ?  or  who  can  unravel  the  web  of  deftiny  i 
Though  there  is  nothing  ftrange  in  his  particular  cale, 
yet  in  the  general  it  is  prodigious,  that  fuch  little  inftru- 
ments  flrould  be..  able  to  give  fo  terrible  a  flrock  to  the 
frame  of  an  ancient  and  mighty  government. 

He  was  a  man  of  no  fame  or  cb.  a  rafter,  and  yet  for 
the  fpace  of  two  moons  he  may  be  faid  to  command  tbe 
gveateft  fovereign  in  the  world,  foie  proprietor  of  fame 
and  honour  ;  and  had  he  pulhed  on  his  intereft,  it  is  not 
improbable  but  that  he  might  have  exalted  himfelf  above 
his  mafter,  and  fecured  his  poll  againft  all  after-claps  ; 
for,  according  to  my  intelligence,  he  had,  during  the  fe- 
dition,  heaped  together  prodigious  fums  of  money,  the 
prefents  of  baflao,  and  other  minifters  of  the  Porte,  who 
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all  adored  this  new-rifmg  comet,  and  fought  his  protec¬ 
tion  and  favour  again  ft  the  barbarous  rabble.  But  it 
feems  he  was  infatuated  with  too  much  glory,  and  confi- 
dered  not  that  every  body  watched  all  opportunities  and 
occafions  to  ruin  him  ;  and  that  his  very  followers  would 
be  the  fird  to  betray  him  as  foon  as  the  hurry  of  their 
infurredlion  was  over.  This  generally  happens  to  all 
ringleaders  of  parties ;  when  once  the  fpirits  of  a  fadfion 
are  fpent,  the  lees  (which  confift  of  regret  and  confufion) 
are  difeharged  on  thofc  who  hrft  fermented  them,  mixed 
with  the  revenge  of  the  date. 

There  are  abundance  of  great  and  brave  men  gone  ; 
but  the  old  Negidher  was  of  their  council,  and  he 
brought  them  to  ruin,  as  he  did  the  Coreis  of  Mecca, 
when  they  confpired  againd  the  life  of  the  Prophet. 
This  devil  entered  the  temple,  where  they  were  affem- 
bled,  in  the  fhape  of  an  ancient  man,  decrepid,  and 
leaning  on  a  crutch  j  and  when  he  was  commanded  to 
withdraw,  he  told  them,  “  He  was  a  fenior,  who  had 
feen  all  ages,  and  remarked  the  occurrences  of  times-; 
that  he  was  expert  in  unfolding  fecrets,  and  rendering 
difficult  things  eafy.”  In  a  word,  he  ufed  fo  many 
plaufible  infinuations,  that  they  admitted  him  into  their 
affembly  :  But  none  of  their  counfels  profpered. 

That  malicious  demon  is  often  prefent  in  the  cabals  of 
feditious  men  ;  and  though  they  fee  him  not,  yet  he  fe- 
cretly  undermines  their  plots,  and  brings  them  to  (hame 
and  punhhment :  For  he  is  the  fpirit  of  envy ;  and 
though  he  be  himfelf  a  rebel,  and  the  ringleader  of  a 
fadfion  in  the  kingdom  of  the  air,  yet  fuch  is  his  fpiteful 
nature,  that  he  feldom  fuffers  any  rebellion  to  thrive  on 
earth  ;  not  for  any  lo7e  that  he  bears  to  government, 
but  becaufc  he  delights  to  be  adlive  in  mifehief,  be  it 
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where  it  will ;  and  the  guardian  fpirits  will  not  fuffer 
him  to  mix  with  the  edablidred  divans  of  an  empire. 

The  all-good  God  preferve  thee  from  the  malice  of 
wicked  demons  that  always  hover  about  treafures  of  gold 
and  filver. 

Paris,  Sid  of  the  7 th  Moon,  of  the  Year  5656. 


XIX. — To  the  fame. 

T  he  troubles  of  the  Sublime  Porte  touched  me  fo  near¬ 
ly,  and  embarked  my  foul  in  fuch  a  temped  of  folicitous 
thoughts  and  anxieties  for  the  honour  and  fafety  of  the 
Ofman  empire,  that  I  had  no  leiiure  to  think  of  my  own 
particular  hazards  whild  I  was  writing  the  other  letter  ; 
yet  I  have  been  engulphed  in  abundance  of  vexatious 
circumdances  and  perilou  accidents. 

It  generally  happens,  that  when  one  misfortune  befals 
a  man,  it  brings  a  train  along  with  it ;  fo  that  at  fome 
feafons  we  feem  to  be  beheged  with  evils,  or  at  lead  fo 
clofely  blocked  up  by  an  army  of  calamities,  that  there 
is  no  pafiage  left  open  either  for  relief  or  intelligence. 

So  has  it  fared  with  me  of  late,  and  with  thoufands 
•f  others,  I  doubt  not,  in  this  populous  city.  The  re¬ 
bellion  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  is  the  occafion  of  all  this  ; 
for  the  king  having  fome  reafor.s  to  apprehend  a  fecret 
eonfpiracy  of  the  prince’s  friends  and  well-wifhers  in  Pa¬ 
ris,  and  other  places,  has  caufed  a  very  fevere  ferutiny  to 
be  made  of  ail  drangers  and  fojourners.  The  foubalhis, 
or  officers,  go  to  every  houfe  within  their  precindf,  tak¬ 
ing  down  the  names  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  writing,  and 
feizing  the  perfons  of  thofe  whom  they  fufpeft  :  The 
prifons  are  filled  with  people  of  all  ranks,  and  the  nobles 
are  fent  to  the  Caftle  of  the  Wood  of  Vinciennes.  It  is 
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laid  the  king  has  a  lift  of  many  thousands  of  Conde’s 
party  in  Paris,  who  defigned,  on  a  prefixed  day,  to  take 
up  arms  for  that  prince,  and  that  their  example  would 
have  been  followed  all  over  the  kingdom. 

God  knows  what  is  in  the  hearts  of  thefe  infidels  :  I 
am  fure  Mahnmt  is  wholly  a  ftranger  to  their  plots  : 
Though  lail  year  I  received  certain  inftrudlions  from  the 
Vifier  Azem,  commanding  me  to  a&  fecretly  in  the 
Prince  of  Conde’s  behalf  to  abet  the  faftion,  and  ufe  all 
the  endeavours  and  art  I  could  to  raife  a  new  party'  for 
him  among  the  courtiers  :  But  I  waved  fo  dangerous  an 
employment,  by  propofing  to  him  the  vaft  expences  it 
would  require,  and  the  neceffity  of  fending  force  extra¬ 
ordinary  embafiy  to  this  court  to  countenance  the  bufi- 
nefs.  To  tell  thee  the  truth,  I  efteemed  it  a  thing  im¬ 
practicable,  and  a  mere  caprice  of  that  adtive  baffa,  who 
«ad  a  natural  kindnefs  for  rebels,  and  delighted  to  have 
a  hand  in  difficult  undertakings,  whether  there  was  any 
likelihood  of  fuccefs  or  not. 

But  he  is  dead,  and  let  that  atone  for  all  his  rebellions 
wh.en  he  had  the  command  of  Aleppo.  I  love  not  to 
load  the  departed  fouls  with  accufations ;  what  I  have  to 
fay  is  in  my  own  vindication,  who  could  not  approve  his 
politic  chimera.  In  regard  had  it  fucceeded,  no  profit 
or  advantage  would  from  thence  arife  to  the  Ottoman 
empire  ;  and  had  it  been  difcovered,  not  only  I  and  all 
the  fecrets  of  my  commiffion  would  have  been  laid  open 
to  the  infidels,  but  alfo  it  would  have  been  an  eternal 
difhonour  and  blemifh  to  the  high  refplendent  Porte,  to 
be  found  guilty  of  violating,  in  fo  notorious  a  manner, 
the  faith  it  had  given  to  the  moft  ancient  and  puiffant 
monarchy  among  the  Nazarenes. 

Befides,  I  know  not  but  this  minifter  had  a  private 
grudge  againft  me  for  accufing  him  formerly  to  the  di- 
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van,  when  lie  held  correfpondence  with  the  Venetians  ; 
and  that  lie  ftudied  this  way  to  be  revenged,  by  employ¬ 
ing  me  in  an  affair  which  muff  needs  be  my  ruin.  How¬ 
ever,  I  think  I  had  reafon  to  be  cautious  and  apprehen- 
five  of  the  worfl  :  This  made  me  difpatch  to  him  a  let¬ 
ter,  full  of  fpccious  umbrages,  feeming  to  approve  his 
deiign,  but  entangling  it  with  fuch  difficulties  a3  would 
divert  him  from  farther  thoughts  of  it. 

Yet,  after  all,  I  have  been  really  brought  into  danger, 
on  the  bare  fufpicion  of  being  concerned  on  the  Prince 
of  Conde’s  fide  ;  by  which  thou  mayeft  guefs  at  the 
confequence  had  I  hearkened  to  the  vifier’s  advice. 

One  morning  early,  the  officers  appointed  for  this  pur- 
pofe  entered  my  chamber  ;  and  having  demanded  my 
-name,  bufinefs,  and  quality,  I  anfwered,  “  My  name  was 
Titus  Durlach  Niefki ;  but  that  for  ffiortnefs,  and  to  de¬ 
note  my  country,  I  was  commonly  called  Titus  the  Mol¬ 
davian  ;  and  that  by  this  name  I  was  well  known  to  Car¬ 
dinal  Mazarini,  as  I  had  been  to  his  predeceffor  Rich- 
lieu,  and  other  courtiers  of  great  quality.  I  told  them 
likewife  that  I  was  a  clerk,  who  underftood  fome  foreien 
languages,  and  therefore  had  been  often  employed  by 
thofe  cardinals  in  tranflating  books  out  of  Greek  and 
Arabic  into  Latin  and  French  ;  for  which  reafon,  being 
recommended  by  Cardinal  Richlieu,  I  had  been  introdu¬ 
ced  into  the  acquaintance  of  feveral  nobles,  whofe  chil¬ 
dren  I  taught  thofe  languages ;  and  that  fome  of  them 
had  promifed  to  make  me  curate  of  St.  Stephen’s  church 
as  foon  as  it  was  vacant.” 

They  feemed  to  be  very  well  fatisfied  with  what  I  faid, 
but  told  me  moreover,  they  had  a  commiffion  to  fearch 
my  lodgings  for  arms  and  treafonable  papers. 

It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  horror  I  was  in  when  I 
faw  them  go  roundly  to  work,  prying  into  every  corner, 
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and  fearching  my  trunks,  coffers,  and  even  my  bed  itfelf. 
Not  that  I  had  any  guilt  upon  me  of  concealing  either 
arms  or  papers  relating  to  this  confpiracy,  but  my  con¬ 
cern  was  for  my  box  of  letters  to  the  minifters  of  the 
Porte.  As  for  arms,  they  found  no  other  but  an  old 
f word, which  I  told  them  I  travelled  with  out  of  my  own 
country,  and  a  brace  of  piftols  for  the  fame  ufe,  to  de¬ 
fend  me  from  robbers,  alfaffins,  and  other  injuries. 

Thefe  fellows  leemed  mightily  pleafed  with  the  curi¬ 
ous  workmanship  of  my  weapons,  furveyed  them  all 
over,  and  having  drawn  my  fword  out  of  the  fcabbard, 
and  made  a  pafs  or  two  with  it  againSl  the  wall,  after  the 
French  mode  of  fencing,  they  put  it  up  again,  telling 
me,  “  They  had  no  authority  to  take  thefe  arms  from 
me,  Since  they  were  neceffary  for  my  defence.”  But 
when  they  came  to  my  box  of  letters,  and  faw  them  writ¬ 
ten  in  Strange  characters,  which  none  of  them  could  read, 
they  began  to  look  on  one  another,  and  change  their 
countenances,  as  if  there  were  Some  dangerous  matter 
contained  in  thefe  papers,  and  therefore  written  in  cyphers. 

They  went  ahde  to  one  end  of  the  chamber,  whifper- 
ing  together,  and  nodding  their  heads,  with  all  the  fymp- 
toms  of  jealoufy.  At  length,  I,  interrupting  them,  faid, 
“  You  need  not,  gentlemen,  be  concerned  about  thefe 
papers ;  they  were  left  with  me  by  a  merchant  Jew  of 
my  acquaintance,  and  they  are  letters  of  correfpondence 
between  him  and  fome  of  his  brethren  at  Rome,  Venice, 
Amflerdam,  and  other  places  in  Europe.  It  is  therefore 
they  are  written  in  a  character  which  to  you  appears 
Strange,  it  being  Hebrew,  the  national  language  of  the 
Jews.  They  contain  only  matters  of  traffic,  being  let¬ 
ters  of  mart  and  exchange  ;  for  you  know  the  Jews  are 
the  greateft  merchants,  brokers,  and  bankers  in  the 
world.” 
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Thefe  words,  with  fome  gold  which  I  gave  them,  dif- 
perfed  all  their  fufpicions,  cleared  up  their  cloudy  brows, 
and  turned  their  frowns  into  fmiles  and  complimental  ad- 
dreffes.  They  told  me,  “,I  was  a  very  honeft  man,  and 
they  would  do  me  what  fervice  they  could.”  So  bid 
me  adieu. 

By  this  thou  mayeft  lee  the  mighty  power  of  that 
charming  metal  which  commands  all  things,  for  what¬ 
ever  1  could  have  faid  without  that  had  been  infignificant. 
But  thefe  idolators  melted  into  an  indifference  at  the  firft 
fight  of  the  glittering  piftoles  ;  and  when  I  had  once 
rendered  them  thus  duftile,  it  was  earfier  to  frame  them 
to  the  molt,  devout  appearance  of  refpefl  and  friendffiip. 
They  promifed  and  fwore  no  hurt  Ihould  be  done  me. 

But  I  knew  the  ficklenefs  of  human  fidelity  better 
thhn  to  repofe  any  great  confidence  in  thefe  mens  words. 
As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  I  conveyed  my  letters  to  E- 
liachim,  who  could  eafily  conceal  them  in  any  private 
corner  of  his  houfe,  defiring  him  to  furnilh  me  with  fome 
letters  of  indifferent  concerns  written  in  Hebrew,  that  if 
thefe  tearchers  fhould  come  again,  and  demand  a  fecond 
view  of  my  box,  perhaps  with  defign  to  carry  it  to  fome 
minifter  of  ftate,  I  might  have  thofe  Hebrew  difpatcllcs 
ready  to  (how,  which  being  put  in  the  fame  box,  would 
not  be  known  from  the  other  by  fuch  ignorant  fellows, 
to  whom  Hebrew,  Arabic,  and  C'ninefe,  were  all  alike, 
and  fo  I  (hould  be  acquitted  from  all  future  trouble  of 
this  nature. 

And  the  event  anfwered  my  expectation  ;  for  within 
three  days  the  fame  men  came  again,  with  others  in  their 
company,  pretending  they  had  frefh  warrants,  and  were 
fworn  to  be  impartial.  Wherefore  I  was  forced  to  at¬ 
tend  them,  whilft  they  carried  both  me  and  my  box  be¬ 
fore  a  cadi,  or  judge,  who  having  examined  me  very 
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dri&ly  concerning  my  name,  country,  religion,  and  o- 
ther  matters,  and  feeming  well  fatisfied  with  all  my  an- 
fwers,  at  lad  fent  for  a  pried  well  verfed  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue,  ordering  him  to  perufe  the  letters  ;  which  when 
he  had  done,  he  allured  the  cadi  that  there  was  not  a 
wrord  in  any  of  them  relating  to  the  date,  being  purely 
matters  of  private  contrafts  and  bargains  between  mer- 
chant-correfpondents,  with  bills  of  lading,  &c.  So  I  had 
my  box  of  lham  letters  redored  to  me  again,  and  was  ho¬ 
nourably  difmiffed. 

Yet  though  this  dorm  was  foon  blown  over,  I  was 
very  near  running  on  rocks  and  fands,  through  the  per- 
fecution  of  my  predecelfor  Kienan  Balia,  and  Kifur  Dra- 
melec,  with  many  others  in  the  feraglio  :  The  fird  keep¬ 
ing  from  me  the  penlion  allowed  by  the  Grand  Seignior ; 
the  fecond  either  fending  me  no  intelligence,  or  elfe  baf¬ 
fling  me  with  trilling  news,  nothing  to  the  purpofe ;  the 
red  afperfing  me  to  the  miniders  of  the  divan. 

I  defire  thee  to  fend  me  the  arrears  that  are  behind  for 
the  fpace  of  nineteen  moons,  as  thou  wilt  find  in  the  re- 
gider  of  the  Hafna.  Had  it  not  been  for  Eliachim,  that 
honed  Jew,  I  Ihould  have  been  ruined  in  this  place  for 
want  of  money. 

1  need  not  fay  more  to  thee,  who  knowed  that  gold 
is  the  grand  talifman  which  works  all  the  miracles  in  the 
world. 

Paris,  j2d  of  the  /th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1656. 
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BOOK  III. 

LETTER  I. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

Wh  o  can  penetrate  into  the  myfterious  conduct  of  de- 
ftiny  ?  whether  God  governs  this  world  by  the  influence 
of  the  liars,  or  by  the  miailtry  of  fpirits,  or  by  his  own 
immediate  power  ?  or  whether  all  things  did  not  proceed 
from  chance,  and  are  Hill  ruled  by  the  fame  ?  Be  it  how 
it  will,  there  remains  fomething  adorable.  Even  that 
chance  itfelf,  fuppofing  Epicurus’s  opinion  tree,  is  worthy 
of  fupreme  honours  and  facrifices,  which  has,  with  fuch 
exquiiite  luck,  performed  all  the  parts  of  infinite  wifdom 
and  forecall,  in  forming  and  preferving  the  univerfe. 
Were  I  a  difcipler  of  that  philofopher,  every  morning 
when  I  beheld  the  rifing  fun,  and  at  mid-day  when  I  faw 
him  climb  the  meridian,  and  in  the  evening  when  he  takes 
his  conge  of  this  upper  world,  to  vifit  our  Antipode*, 
would  I,  with  profoundell  veneration,  cry  out,  “  O  eter¬ 
nal  Chance  !  O  omnipotent  Cafualty  !  O  incomprehen- 
llble  Blindnefs  !  I  adore  thee,  I  burn  incenfe  to  thee, 
and  do  all  things  which  the  duller  fort  of  mortals  think 
are  only  due  to  an  all-wife,  all-good,  and  an  all-mighty 
God  !”  Thus  would  I  addrefs  to  that  infinite  pell-mell 
of  atoms,  could  1  believe  with  Epicurus,  that  from  fuch 
an  inconceivable  hurly-burly  proceeded  all  this  admirable 
beauty  and  order  which  we  behold. 

Thou  wilt  perceive  by  this  that  I  am  religioufly  dif- 
pofed,  and  rather  than  not  adore  fome  fupreme  being,  I 
would  make  a  deity  of  that  which  to  others  is  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  atheifm.  And  I  think  there  is  reafon  on  my 
fide  ;  for,  let  this  world  be  produced  how  it  will,  whe¬ 
ther  by  the  cafual  concourfe  of  atoms,  or  by  the  deli- 
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berate  a£l  of  an  eternal  mind ;  whether  it  be  eternally 
felf-exiftent,  according  to  the  Stoics,  or  be  the  genuine 
refult  of  the  divine  ideas,  as  the  Platonifts  fay  ;  it  is  but 
juft  that  we  fhould  pay  the  moll  devout  and  grateful  ac¬ 
knowledgments  to  the  fource  of  fo  many  immenfe  prodi¬ 
gies  and  wonders. 

But,  then,  what  lhall  we  fay  for  all  the  evil  that  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  world  ?  That  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  evil 
fcattered  up  and  down  through  all  the  ranks  of  beings, 
and,  as  it  were,  blended  and  riveted  in  their  very  e/Tences, 
is  manifeft  at  firft  view  ;  and  every  man  has  his  fhare  of 
this  epidemical  contagion.  But  whence  it  proceeds,  who 
can  inform  me  ?  I  am  not  the  firft  that  have  afked  the 
queftion.  Many  ages  ago  the  inquukive  world  was  bufy 
in  fearching  out  the  root  of  evil,  and  there  were  almoft 
as  many  opinions  about  it  as  there  were  nations  on  earth. 

Some  afferted,  that  all  evil  came  out  of  the  north  ; 
ethers  derive  it  from  the  fouth  ;  as  if  the  two  poles 
were  the  centres  and  native  feats  of  this  malady  of  the 
world.  But  thefe  feem  to  be  men  of  fnort  difeourfe  and 
Shallow  reafon,  fupinely  credulous,  and  willing  to  take 
up  with  any  thing  rather  than  be  at  the  pains  of  ■fetten- 
tive  contemplation. 

Yet  this  opinion  has  fo  far  prevailed  in  thefe  weftern 
parts,  that  the  Nazarene  priefts,  when  they  celebrate 
their  rnafs,  ftand  on  the  north  fide  of  the  altar  at  the 
reading  of  the  gofpel,  turning  their  backs  to  that  quarter 
of  the  world ;  and  the  reafon  they  give  for  this  ceremo¬ 
ny  is,  becaufe  in  the  written  law  it  is  laid,  “  Out  of  the 
north  comes  all  evil.”  I  have  heard  them  ferioufly  main¬ 
tain  this  argument  ;  but  God  knows  whether  there  be 
any  fuch  place  in  the  written  law  or  no,  or  if  there  be, 
whether  it  muft  be  taken  in  this  fenfe.  Yet  I  rmift  con- 
fefs  the  Romans  have  fome  reafon  to  believe  it,  having 
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experimentally  felt  a  great  deal  of  evil  from  the  northern 
Goths  and  Vandals,  who,  in  former  ages,  rufhed,  out  of 
their  frozen  regions,  and  came  down  like  a  torrent  upon 
Italy  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  making  havoc  of  all 
things  civil  and  facred.  And  if  this  be  the  ground  of 
their  ceremony,  they  have  greater  reafon  now  to  change 
their  ftation,  and  turn  their  backs  to  the  fouth-eaft,  hav¬ 
ing  been  much  more  fatally  handled  by  the  vi&orious 
mulTulmans. 

The  ancient  Perfians  held,  that  there  were  two  prin¬ 
ciples,  or  fources  of  all  things,  viz.  good  and  evil,  and 
that  there  has  been  an  eternal  quarrel  between  them  ; 
but  in  the  end,  they  fay,  the  good  (hall  get  the  viftory, 
and  exterminate  the  evil.  This  opinion  was  embraced 
fey  a  fe<£l  of  Chiiftians,  whom  they  called  Manichees. 
The  founder  of  that  feci  was  a  Perfian  by  birth :  His 
name  was  Manes,  a  very  learned  man,  as  the  records  of 
the  Ealt  teftify  ;  yet  the  ChriHians  rank  him  among  the 
moll  pernicious  heretics.  He  taught  that  wine  was  the 
blood  of  devils,  and  therefore  forbade  it  to  his  follow¬ 
ers  ;  he  alfo  prohibited  the  flefh  of  animals  ;  this  he 
learned  from  the  priells  of  Egypt,  where  he  refided  a 
confiderable  time. 

But  to  return  to  the  fentiments  of  men  concerning 
the  origin  of  evil:  There  are  forne  who  affirm  God  is 
the  author  of  it,  which  is  not  far  from  blafphemy ;  o- 
thers  fay,  that  when  the  devils  were  exterminated  from 
the  earth,  they,  in  revenge,  fowed  the  feeds  of  evil  in 
the  univerfe  :  But  that  of  the  iloics  feems  the  mod  plau- 
hble  to  me  ;  for  they  afferted  that  nothing  is  evil  of  it- 
felf,  but  that  the  contrariety  which  wc  behold  in  the 
world  is  very  good,  and  conduces  to  edabliffi  the  order 
and  economy  of  all  things. 

My  dear  Dgnet,  do  not  efteem  me  an  athieft  becaufe 
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of  the  liberty  I  take  in  difcourfmg  of  thefe  myfterious 
things.  There  are  a  fort  of  people  here  in  the  Weft 
whom  they  call  Deifts,  that  is,  men  profefling  the  belief 
of  a  God,  creator  of  the  world,  but  fceptics  in  all 
things  elfe.  They  have  no  implicit  faith  in  hiftorical  re¬ 
ligion,  but  think  it  the  part  of  men,  as  they  are  endow¬ 
ed  with  reafon,  to  call  in  queftion  the  writings  of  mortals 
like  themfelves,  though  they  had  the  character  of  the 
greateft  prophets.  Thus  they  think  it  no  fin  to  canvafs 
the  books  of  Mofes  and  the  Hebrew  prophets,  the  gof- 
pel  of  Jefus  the  Son  of  Maty,  and  the  alcoran  of  Ma¬ 
homet,  our  holy  lawgiver ;  choofing  what  is  agreeable  to 
reafon,  and  rejecting  the  reft  as  fabulous,  inferted  either 
by  the  craft  of  men  or  the  interloping  of  the  devil. 

I  proteft  there  appears  to  me  no  reafon  to  call  thefe 
men  atheifts  or  infidels ;  they  rather  feem  to  deferve  the 
title  of  phiiolophexs,  or  lovers  of  wifdom  and  truth; 
and  it  is  from  them  I  have  learned  this  unwillingnefs  to 
be  impend  on  in  matters  of  religion.  I  find  them  in 
all  things  men  of  great  morality  and  goodnefs,  far  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  zealots  of  the  age  in  true  virtue  and  pious 
adtions  ;  but  they  make  no  noire  cf  what  they  do  ;  and 
whilft  only  their  human  frailties  are  .confpicuous  to  all, 
their  perfedblons  lie  concealed  under  the  veil  of  an  unpa¬ 
ralleled  modefty. 

Such  of  old  were  the  affociates  of  Zeid  Eb’n  Raphaa, 
my  countryman.  This  was  a  perfon  of  an  ardent  fpirit 
and  prodigious  underftanding,  educated  in  the  muffulman 
law  ;  but  when  he  came  to  thofe  years  wherein  men 
ufually  examine  the  grounds  of  their  religion,  he  foughtT' 
out  the  mod  learned  men,  and  fuch  as  were  verfed  in 
all  fciences.  After  he  had  converfed  fome  time  with 
them,  and  found  them  to  be  perfons  of  integrity,  as  well 
as  men  of  fenfe,  he  propofed  to  them  the  convenience  of 
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frequent  clubs  among  themfelves,  where  they  might,  with 
an  unreftrained  freedom,  difcourfe  of  all  things,  and,  be¬ 
ing  united  in  an  inviolable  friendlhip,  might  improve  one 
another  in  knowledge  and  virtue,  without  regarding  the 
legends  and  harangues  of  the  mollahs.  This  fociety 
compofed  fifty  books  of  fo  many  feveral  kinds  of  fcience, 
and  they  called  them  EchwanofTopha,  or  the  Writings 
of  the  Sincere  Fraternity,  concealing  their  names.  They 
treated  of  human  and  divine  matters  without  referve  or 
caution,  afferting,  that  the  muffulman  religion  was  cor¬ 
rupted  and  alienated  from  its  firft  inftitution,  having  im¬ 
bibed  many  errors  ;  and  that  there  was  no  way  to  reftore 
it  to  its  primitive  purity,  but  by  joining  to  it  the  philofo- 
phy  of  the  ancients.  In  a  word,  they  endeavoured  to 
reform  whatever  was  amifs  in  the  dodlrines  and  manners 
of  the  faithful,  by  reducing  both  to  the  flandard  of  rea- 
fon. 

I  know  not  whether  thou  wilt  approve  or  diflike  their 
enterprife  ;  but  I  am  fure  thou  art  fenfible,  as  well  as  I, 
that  there  are  bigots  among  the  followers  of  the  prophet, 
and  that  thofe  deferve  correction.  The  devil  will  fet  his 
foot  in  the  temple  of  God,  but  do  not  thou  follow  his 
fteps ;  if  thou  do,  he  that  made  the  devil  fetch  thee  back 
again. 

Paris,  30th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1656. 


II* — To  the  Nazis  Eschref,  or  Prince  of  the  Emirs,  at 
the  Porte. 


The  Chriftians  fay,  it  is  an  argument  of  God’s  love 
when  he  chaftifes  them  ;  therefore  they  have  no  reafon 
to  be  peevilh,  or  call  it  an  effeft  of  his  anger,  that  a  dif- 
mal  plague  is  broke  out  in  the  territories  of  the  pope*. 
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the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and  other  parts  of  Italy.  This 
contagion  rages  fo  vehemently  in  Rome,  the  capital  city  of 
the  weftern  Nazarenes,  that  above  an  hundred  thoufand 
perfons  of  feveral  ranks  have  forfaken  that  place.  The 
pope’s  palace  is  ihut  up,  and  no  accefs  granted  to  any, 
not  even  to  foreign  ambaffadors,  without  great  precau¬ 
tion,  and  then  none  of  their  retinue  are  admitted  with 
them. 

It  is  faid  feventeen  hundred  die  daily  in  that  city,  and 
fix  thoufand  a-day  in  Naples  ;  nay,  in  fome  places,  the 
living  are  fcarce  fufficient  to  bury  the  dead.  The  Grand 
Duke  of  Tufcany,  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  the  in¬ 
fer?' ion  in  his  territories,  has  forbid  all  intercourfe  between 
his  fubjerfts  and  thofe  of  the  pope,  neither  will  he  per¬ 
mit  fo  much  as  a  nuncio  to  pafs  through  his  dominions. 

This  mortality  has  frighted  Queen  Chriftina  from 
Rome  :  She  has  fent  to  defire  paffes  of  the  Duke  of  Sa¬ 
voy,  and  other  princes,  defigning  for  France.  She  is 
already  on  her  voyage,  having  been  prefented  by  the 
pope  with  ten  thoufand  crowns  to  defray  the  expences  of 
her  travels.  Here  are  great  preparations  making  for 
her  reception  ;  the  king  having  fent  orders  to  all  the  go¬ 
vernors  of  towns  and  provinces  through  which  fire  mull 
pafs,  to  receive  and  entertain  her  with  a  magnificence  due 
to  her  fovereign  dignity,  and  worthy  of  the  French  gran¬ 
deur  and  hofpitality. 

In  the  mean  time,  this  court  is  in  a  fullen  humour  by 
reafon  of  a  late  greatlofs  they  have  fuffered  at  Valenciennes 
in  Flanders.  This  place  was  befieged  by  the  French  at 
the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  but  was  relieved  by  the 
Spaniards  this  moon,  who  killed  above  a  thoufand  men 
on  the  fpot,  took  five  thoufand  prifoners,  with  all  their 
cannon  and  baggage.  Among  the  captives  of  note  is 
the  Marefchal  de  Ferte  Seneterre,  general  of  the  French 
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army  ;  the  names  of  the  others  are  wanting.  Marefchal 
de  Turenne  himfelf  very  narrowly  efcaped,  by  timely 
withdrawing  his  brigade  from  the  fight,  for  which  fome 
ftigmatize  him  with  cowardice  and  treachery,  whilft 
others  affirm  he  added  the  part  of  a  prudent  captain,  in 
thus  retreating,  fince  it  was  impoffible  to  reflore  the 
battle  with  any  fuccefs. 

From  Sweden,  we  hear  that  the  Eledlor  of  Branden- 
burgh  has  entered  into  a  league  with  the  King  of  Swe¬ 
den,  by  which  botli  their  armies  are  united  againft  the 
King  of  Poland  ;  and  it  is  faid  their  firft  defign  will  be 
upon  Dantzig.  That  country  is  in  a  horrid  confufion, 
the  nobles,  gentry,  and  boors,  being  all  in  arms,  fome 
deferting  their  fovereign,  others  adhering  to  his  intereft. 
King  Cafimir  has  invefted  Warfaw  with  an  army  of  forty 
thoufand  men.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Hollanders  have 
lent  a  great  fleet  of  flaps  of  war  into  the  Baltic  fea,  but 
to  what  end  is  not  known,  nor  what  part  they  will  take,, 
whether  the  Swedes  or  Poles ;  yet  the  latter  hope  for 
great  affiflance  from  them,  there  having  been  lately  fome 
mifunderftanding  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Swedes. 
The  Mufcovites  alfo  have  entered  Poland  with  a  numerous 
army,  and  the  Tartars  are  coming  with  another  to  the 
gad  of  King  Cafimir. 

Thus  is  Poland  become  the  ftage  of  a  moft  terrible 
war  ;  and  which  fide  foever  gets  the  victory,  that  unhap¬ 
py  country  will  be.  near  ruined. 

Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna,  and  a  private 
agent  for  the  Grand  Seignior,  fends  me  word,  that  the 
Emperor  of  Germany  hath  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand 
foot,  and  twelve  thoufand  horfe  in  Siltfia,whe  are  to  join 
with  the  Mufcovites,  and  do  fome  confiderable  action 
againft  the  Swedes,  whofe  continual  victories,  and  grow¬ 
ing  greatnefs,  give*  jealoufy  to  thefe  puifiant  monarchs, 
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He  informs  me  farther,  that  the  emperor  has  difpatched 
a  courier  to  the  Prince  of  Tranfylvania,  with  inftruftions 
and  letters  to  engage  him  to  a  neutrality. 

But  the  young  Ragotlki  is  as  wild  as  his  father,  and 
hates  to  be  led  by  the  nofe. 

Thou  mayeft  inform  the  minifters  of  the  divan,  that 
Adonai,  the  Jew,  is  dead  of  the  plague  in  Rome,  having 
firft  taken  care  to  tranfmit  to  me  all  the  papers  which 
concern  the  myfterious  Porte. 

This  court  at  prefent  is  at  a  place  called  La  Fere  in 
Picardy,  a  province  bordering  on  Flanders,  from  whence 
there  may  be  a  more  frequent  intercourfe  between  the 
king  and  his  camp. 

Prince  of  the  holy  line,  I  have  fent  thee  all  the  news 
that  is  ft ir ring  at  this  juncture,  faring  fome  trivial  mat¬ 
ters,  which  are  not  worth  a  muffulman’s  knowledge,  much 
lefs  thine,  who  art  diftinguiftied  from  the  crowd  of  true 
believers,  by  wearing  the  facred  colour  of  the  prophet. 

Paris,  30th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1636. 


III. — To  MelecAmet. 

JE"I.ere  has  been  a  ftrange  accident  lately,  not  many 
leagues  from  Paris,  which  has  occafioned  various  dif- 
courfes,  and  put  the  philofophers  upon  a  new  fcrutiny. 
One  morning,  a  certain  peafant  or  farmer,  walking  over 
his  lands,  as  his  cuftom  is,  to  number  his  Iheep  and  other 
cattle,  miffed  a  barn,  or  ftore-houfe,  which  flood  in  a 
field  at  fome  diftance  from  his  habitation.  Surprifed  at 
this,  he  haftened  towards  the  place  where  he  faw  it  but 
the  night  before,  when,  to  his  no  fmall  aftoniftiment,  he 
perceived,  that  not  only  the  barn,  but  a  great  part  of 
the  field  wherein  it  was  built,  was  funk  into  the  earth. 
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He  immediately  ran  and  called  fome  of  his  next  neigh¬ 
bours  to  behold  this  {{range  fpeffacle,  and  the  fame  of 
it  fpread  all  over  the  country.  Divers  learned  and  inge¬ 
nious  perfons  have  been  there,  to  make  obfervations  of 
this  accident ;  but  none  dares  venture  near  enough  to  the 
chafm,  to  look  down  into  it,  becaufe  the  earth  continues 
breaking  and  falling  in,  which  makes  a  noife  like  the  fal- 
vos  of  the  janizaries,  when  the  Grand  Seignior  vifits 
the  arfenal. 

One  would  conclude  by  thefe  uncommon  fymptoms, 
that  the  earth  grows  ancient  and  weak,  that  her  inward 
{frength  and  vigour  decays,  and  that  we  are  every  where 
in  danger  of  being  fwallowed  up.  I  have  not  time  to 
write  more,  it  being  midnight,  and  the  poll  ready  to 
go. 

The  Almighty  and  All-good  God  have  thee  in  his 
holy  proteftion. 

Paris,  30th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1636. 


IV. —  To  Zornezan  Mustapha,  Biglerieg  of  Erz,' ram. 

I  will  {fill  congratulate  thy  happinefs,  even  in  this  laft 
change  of  thy  fortune,  which,  though  it  be  a  kind  of  de- 
fcent  from  the  more  lofty  ffations  thou  half  poffeffed  in 
the  Ofman  empire,  yet  it  is  attended  with  honourable  cir- 
cumftances,  and  an  inviolable  fecurity.  Thou  art  not  out 
of  the  fultan’s  favour,  banifhed  to  Egypt,  and  confined 
to  a  narrow  penfion  during  thy  life,  as  has  been  the  fate 
,  of  feveral  grandees  ;  but  thou  art  withdrawn  from  the 
intrigues  of  {fate,  the  toils  of  war,  and  the  plots  of  a 
courtier’s  life,  to  the  fweet  retirements  of  the  country, 
tire  peaceable  poffeffion  of  a  rich  and  fertile  province, 
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where  thou  mayeft  pafs  thy  days  in  uncontroulable  eafe 
and  felicity. 

I  am  not  furprifed  at  the  fall  of  fo  many  great  men  at 
the  Porte,  nor  do  I  much  regret  the  death  of  thofe  who 
were  known  enemies  to  the  government ;  yet  it  troubles 
me  to  think  how  the  brave  and  the  loyal  had  their  inno¬ 
cent  blood  mingled  with  that  of  traitors  and  villains. 
But  thefe  things  are  unavoidable  in  popular  infurreftions, 
when  the  fovereign  is  compelled  to  facrifice  to  the  multi¬ 
tude  whomfoever  they  require.  Thus  fell  the  illuftrious 
Solyman,  among  the  criminal  eunuchs,  though  he  hiro- 
felf  was  free  from  ftain  ;  but  he  was  a  negro,  and  that 
was  his  ruin  ;  for  the  malcontents  could  not  difcern  the 
fair  qualities  of  his  foul. 

Curfe  on  that  fool,  Chaban  Kalfa,  and  double  curfes  on 
his  rampant  wife,  Mulkly  Kadin,  who  gave  the  firft  occa- 
fion  to  all  this  diforder  and  fpoil  of  noble  blood.  I  remem¬ 
ber  the  honefl:  Solyman  gave  me  once  a  hint  of  the  fe¬ 
minine  debaucheries  pradtifed  in  the  queen-mother’s  a- 
partments  ;  but  he  fpoke  of  it  with  fo  much  modelly 
and  rel'erve,  that  it  hardly  made  any  imprefiion  on  me  at 
that  time,  otherwife  I  Ihould  have  imparted  it  to  the  Vx- 
fier  Azem,  or  fome  other  minifter  of  the'  divan  ;  for  fo 
am  I  commanded  in  cafes  that  touch  the  honour  andfafe- 
ty  of  the  Grand  Seignior.  And  I  tell  thee,  this  was 
none  of  the  leaft  importance ;  for,  as  it  appears,  the  wo¬ 
men  were  undermining  the  moft  facred  and  firmly  efta- 
blilhed  government  in  the  world ;  they  were  not  content¬ 
ed  to  wallow  in  their  own  impious  and  unnatural  de¬ 
lights,  but  would  have  fet  themfelves  as  a  pattern  to 
others,  and  by  degrees  have  infefted  the  whole  mufful- 
man  empire  with  a  new  fpecies  of  debauchery,  which, 
a6  it  began,  and  was  carried  on,  by  embezzling  the  royal 
Teafures,  felling  of  places  to  men  of  no  merit,  buffoons. 
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pimps,  and  afles,  fo  it  would  have  ended  in  enervating 
our  militia,  corrupting  all  the  faithful,  and  laying  the 
empire  naked  to  infidels. 

How  many  vifiers,  kaimachams,  captain  baflas,  and 
other  officers,  have  we  had  killed  this  fatal  year !  A- 
mong  the  reft,  I  cannot  but  refleft  on  the  poifoning  of 
the  chiaus  bafla,  after  he  was  made  Vifier  Azem,  as  a 
ftroke  of  divine  juftice,  for  having  imbrued  his  hands  in 
fo  much  noble  blood,  when  he  enjoyed  that  dignity  once 
before.  God  purfues  the  cruel  with  invincible  fcourges. 

But  what  was  that  Achmet  bafla,  who  took  advantage 
of  the  fultan’s  domeftic  troubles  and  foreign  wars  to 
difturb  his  government  in  Afia,  and  raife  a  rebellion, 
which  threatened  even  the  imperial  city  itfeif  ?  By  the 
courfe  of  his  fortune,  it  looks  as  if  he  were  not  content¬ 
ed  with  his  command  in  Afia,  and  therefore  took  this 
new  celebrated  method  to  obtain  a  higher  dignity,  viz. 
by  rebelling  againft  his  mafter  ;  elfe  why  was  he  made 
bafla  of  the  fea  in  the  room  of  Ouroos  Kienan  ?  The 
bafla  of  Aleppo  firft  brought  into  fafhion  this  daring  way 
of  growing  great  ;  and  if  it  be  thus  countenanced  by 
the  Grand  Seignior,  in  all  probability  he  will  have  rea- 
fon  to  make  peace  with  the  Chriftians,  that  he  may  have 
refpite  and  forces  to  employ  againft  his  own  fubjedts. 

Amidft  all  thefe  things,  nothing  afflidls  me  fo  much  as 
the  horrible  lofs  our  fleet  has  fuftained  at  fea.  We  have 
various  reports  of  this  combat ;  but  in  general  they 
agree  that  the  muflulmans  have  loft  feventy-two  fhips  and 
galleys,  with  an  infinite  number  of  men ;  that  the  Vene¬ 
tians  have  taken  the  ifles  of  Tenedos  and  Lemnos,  and 
that  they  are  advancing  to  befiege  Conftantinople.  This 
news  is  a  great  while  coming  to  us ;  fo  that  if  it  be  true, 
and  the  Venetians  purfued  their  victory,  for  aught  I 
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know,  by  tin’s  time  the  imperial  citj*,  the  refuge  of  the 
world,  may  be'  laid  in  allies. 

I  have  often  propofed  the  necellity  of  platforms  along 
the  Hehcfpont,  to  guard  that  important  avenue  of  the 
facred  Porte.  Had  they  put  in  practice  Mahmut’s  ad¬ 
vice,  perhaps  the  Nazarenes  would  have  had  no  cccafion 
for  their  prefent  triumphs  ;  but  now  they  banquet  in 
the  open  hreets  ;  all  Chriltendom  rings  with  the  news  of 
our  difgrace  ;  the  drunkards  cf  Europe  infult  over  the 
profehors  of  fobriety  ;  am’dfl  their  bowls  of  wine  they 
blafpheme  our  prophet,  and  fmg  in  the  praife  of  Bacchus 
their  god  ;  they  menace  the  conqucft  of  Alia,  and  threat¬ 
en  to  exterminate  the  muffulmans  front  the  earth. 

Enraged  at  thefe  profane  boalis,  I  flop  my  ears,  and, 
turning  round  in  a  divine  phrenzy,  I  pray  that  God 
would  bailie  the  infidels. 

Paris,  6di  of  the  pth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1656. 


V. — To  the  Mojl  Renowned  and  Mojl  Illujlrlcus  Maho¬ 
met,  V'iftcr  A^em,  at  the  Forte. 

ThA  t  incompvehenfible  Majefty,  which  has  no  refem- 
blance,  at  whofe  pleafure  all  things  are  difpofed  and  or¬ 
dered  in  heaven  and  earth,  by  whofe  particular  provi¬ 
dence,  for  the  good  of  the  Ofman  empire,  thou  art  ex¬ 
alted  to  this  glorious  trull,  to  be  vicar  of  the  vicar  of 
God  ;  augment  thy  graces  and  virtues,  and  blefs  thee 
with  fuperlative  wifdom  and  perfect  tranquillity. 

I  revere  thy  accomplifhed  foul,  confummate  in  all  mo¬ 
ral  and  political  fcience.  Thou  art  the  moll  experienced 
man  in  the  empire  :  And  I  ceafe  to  condole  the  late 
tumults  and  riots  at  Conllantinople,  though  their  effedls 
were  fatal  to  feme  brave  men,  fince  thou  art  chofen  to 
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this  dignity,  from  whom  the  whole  empire  may  expedl, 
not  only  a  ferener  Hate  of  affairs  during,  thy  adminiffra- 
tion,  but  alfo  a  rooting  up  of  the  caufes  of  thefe  public 
diftempers,  and  of  all  other  evils  which  infeft  the  monar¬ 
chy  defigned  for  the  conqueft  and  reformation  of  the 
whole  world. 

According  to  the  cuflom  of  the  Eaft,  I  approach  thee 
not  without  fome  prefent :  But  pardon  the  flave  Mah- 
mut,  who  can  fend  thee  none  worthy  of  thy  grandeur. 
I  have  inclofed  in  a  box  the  true  effigies  of  the  prefent 
King  of  France,  with  that  of  his  uncle  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans,  his  brother  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  and  his  coufin  the 
Prince  of  Conde  ;  as  alfo  that  of  Cardinal  Mazarini,  and 
Queen  Chriftina  of  Sweden,  who  is  now  at  the  French 
court.  Accept  alfo  from  an  exile,  a  little  cabinet,  con¬ 
taining  twelve  watches,  of  fo  many  different  contrivances, 
according  to  the  circular  variation  of  the  moon  in  the 
fpace  of  thirty-four  years  :  They  are  the  work  of  my 
own  hands,  therefore  I  fhail  not  commend  them.  Each 
is  wrapped  up  in  a  piece  of  fiik,  wherein  is  wrought  in 
Arabic  letters  the  method  of  tiling  it.  Perhaps  thou 
wilt  find  fome  diverfion  in  trying  the  experiments  men¬ 
tioned  in  thofe  tables.  However,  defpiie  not  this  mean 
teftimony  of  Mahmut’s  refpeA  ;  but  conflder,  that  if  I 
come  fnort  of  the  curious  artifls  in  Europe,  yet  my  la¬ 
bour  is  paffable  enough  for  a  muffulman,  among  whom 
there  is  fcarce  another  watchmaker  to  be  found  in  the 
world. 

If  thou  wouldeft  know  the  occafion  of  Queen  Chrifti- 
na’s  being  at  the  French  court  ;  fhe  came  thither  from 
Rome,  when  the  laft  moon  was  in  its  wane.  Her  paffage 
was  by  fea  to  Marfeilles,  having  touched  at  Genoa,  and 
received  magnificent  gifts  from  the  republic  ;  but  they 
would  not  permit  her  to  land,  for  ' fear  of  the  plague, 
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which  then  raged  in  Rome,  and  was  the  caufe  of  her 
leaving  that  city. 

However,  the  French  (bowed  no  fuch  timorous  fqueam- 
ifhnefs,  but  received  her  and  her  train  with  open  arms. 
She  landed  at  Marfeilles  on  the  29th  of  the  7  th  moon  ; 
and  when  (he  made  her  public  entry,  the  confuls  of  that 
city,  with  all  the  nobles,  met  her  in  coaches,  the  great 
guns  were  discharged  to  welcome  her,  and  fhe  was  ca- 
reffed  with  all  the  demonft  rations  of  honour  that  are 
fhowed  to  the  Queen  of  France  herfelf  in  her  progreffes. 

The  fame  entertainment  fhe  received  at  Aix,  Avig¬ 
non,  Lyons,  and,  in  fine,  all  along  the  road  to  Paris,  the 
keys  of  the  towns  being  furrendered  to  her  (for  fuch 
was  the  king’s  pleafure),  and  a  canopy  of  ftate  borne 
over  her  head  when  fhe  entered  any  town,  and  received 
the  addreffes  and  compliments  of  governors,  prelates,  and 
other  great  men  in  authority.  She  was  likewife  magnifi¬ 
cently  treated  by  princes  and  the  chief  dukes  of  the  realm  ; 
and  on  the  8th  of  the  laft  moon,  made  her  entry  into 
this  city  on  horfeback,  apparelled  like  a  man  ;  where 
having  (laid  fome  time,  fhe  departed  for  Compeigne  to 
vifit  the  court,  which  refides  there  now. 

It  is  not  fuppofed  fhe  will  tarry  long  in  France,  but  as 
foon  as  fhe  hears  the  plague  is  abated  in  Rome  and  the 
adjacent  parts,  fhe  will  return  thither  to  pafs  away  the 
refidue  of  her  life,  in  that  neft  of  princes  and  prelates  of 
the  Nazarene  belief. 

A  little  before  fhe  left  Rome,  the  Spaniards  there  had 
confpired  to  feize  on  her  perfon,  as  alfo  on  the  pope,  to 
have  mui’dered  the  Portugal  ambaffador,  and  fet  the  city 
on  fire  :  But  the  plot  was  difcovered,  and  confpirator3 
put  in  prifon  ;  for  the  fentence  of  death  is  never  pafied 
in  criminal  cafes  among  the  Nazarenes  without  a  formal 
trial. 
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Here  is  a  rumour  as  if  a  great  fire  had  fome  mooii3 
ago  broke  out  in  Conftantinople,  and  confumed  much 
ef  that  city.  I  wonder  none  of  my  friends,  nor  any 
other  refiding  there,  have  fent  me  an  account  of  any 
fuch  thing,  which  fills  me  with  hopes  that  this  report  is 
falfe. 

From  all  hands  we  are  adored,  that  the  Swedes  and 
Brandenburghers  have  obtained  a  great  viftory  over  the 
Poles  and  Tartars  at  Warfaw  ;  the  vanquifhed  having 
loft  above  fix  thoufand  men  on  the  fpot,  with  all  their 
ammunition  and  baggage ;  and  unfortunate  King  Cafi- 
mir  was  forced  to  fly  with  a  fmall  retinue  towards  Hun* 
gary. 

It  was  the  general  expectation  of  Europe,  that  the 
Mufcovites  and  Germans  would  have  done  fomething  ex¬ 
traordinary  for  the  Poles,  and  by  fome  furprifing  aCtion 
put  a  check  to  the  Swedilh  fucceffes  and  triumphs ;  for 
when  the  Mufcovite  ambaffador  was  at  Koninglberg,  en¬ 
deavouring  to  withdraw  the  Duke  of  Brandenburgh  from 
the  Swedifh  interests,  he  vomited  forth  terrible  menaces 
in  cafe  they  complied  not  with  his  matter’s  propofals  ; 
and  one  day,  in  a  furious  zeal,  he  took  a  large  goblet  of 
wine  in  the  elector’s  prefence,  and  having  drank  it  off  to 
the  czar’s  health,  the  barbarian  faid  aloud,  “  Thus  fhall 
the  great  Emperor  of  the  Mufcovites  devour  all  that  op- 
pofe  him.”  But  now  it  feems  thefe  were  only  empty 
bravadoes,  and  the  Mufcovites  were  refolved  to  ftand  by 
and  fee  who  got  the  better  of  it.  The  fame  may  be 
faid  of  the  emperor  and  Prince  of  Tranfylvania,  fo  of  the 
Danes  and  Hollanders,  who  new  all  declare  for  the 
ftrongeft  party. 

Magnanimous  Vifier,  if  the  prefent  engagements  and 
w’ars  in  Dalmatia  and  Candy,  befides  the  domeftic  trou¬ 
bles  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  did  not  wholly  employ  the 
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arms  of  the  muffulmans,  doubtiefs  it  would  be  an  under¬ 
taking  no  lefs  profitable  than  glorious  to  fuccour  the 
diibreffed  Cafimir,  turn  the  tide  of  the  Gothic  conquefts, 
and  oblige  the  Poles  to  an  eternal  fidelity  and  gratitude 
to  the  Grand  Seignior. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  16,56. 


VI. — To  Abraham  Eli  Zeid,  Hogia,  Preacher  to 
the  Seraglio. 

I  have  frequent  accefs  to  the  king’s  library,  which  fa¬ 
vour  was  firft  granted  me  by  Cardinal  Richlieu,  who  of¬ 
ten  employed  me  in  tranfiating  fome  curious  treat  ifes  out 
of  Arabic  into  French  or  Latin.  The  French  feem  very 
fond  of  Eaftern  manufcripts  wherever  they  can  meet  with 
them  ;  and  they  have  no  lefs  regard  for  men  who  are 
{killed  in  thofe  languages.  That  minifter,  efpecially,  was 
very  inquifitive  into  the  wifdom  and  learning  of  Afia  : 
He  monopolized  Perfian,  Syrian,  and  Arabic  books,  and 
was  a  profe.Ted  patron  of  linguifts  ;  he  coveted  the  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  ftrangers  and  travellers,  that  he  might,  by 
their  means,  inform  himfelf  of  the  different  laws,  cu- 
ftoms,  and  religions  of  foreign  countries,  and  of  whatfo- 
ever  was  rare  and  worthy  of  obferration  in  any  part  of 
the  world. 

Hence  it  was  that  I  received  evident  marks  of  his 
efieem,  as  foon  as  he  knew  that  I  underffood  the  Greek, 
Arabic,  Hebrew,  Turkifh,  and  Sclavonian  languages. 
He  often  made  ufe  of  me,  as  I  have  faid,  and  gave  me 
free  accefs  to  his  own  and  the  king’s  library ;  and 
though  his  facceffor  Cardinal  Mazarini  is  not  fo  much 
addicted  to  ftudies  of  this  nature,  as  to  the  affairs  of 
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ftate,  yet  he  has  continued  to  me  the  privilege  of  vifiting 
this  treafury  of  learned  books,  where  I  pafs  many  hours. 

One  day  I  caft  my  eyes  on  a  manufcript  written  in 
Arabic,  and  indorfed  with  this  title, 

The  Original  Covenant  of  Mahomet ,  the  Prophet  of  the  Ara¬ 
bians,  with  the  Profffors  of  the  Faith  of  Jefus. 

And  underneath  was  a  Latin  infcription,  fignifying,  that 
this  manufcript  was  found  in  the  convent  of  Chrillian 
Friars  on  Mount  Carmel.  I  have  tranfcribed  the  contents 
of  this  parchment,  and  fend  it  inclofed  to  thee,  that  thou 
mayeft  judge  whether  it  be  real  or  only  counterfeit ;  for 
the  Nazarenes  affert  it  to  be  the  true  agreement  of  the 
meffenger  of  God,  and  therefore  reproach  all  the  mufful- 
mans  with  difobedience  to  our  lawgiver,  and  breaking 
the  league  figned  and  fealed  by  him  whom  we  call  the 
Seal  of  the  Prophets,  and  witueffed  by  the  four  principal 
doAors,  Abu  Becre,  Ofman,  Omar,  and  Hali. 

If  thou  wilt  perufe  the  inclofed  paper,  it  will  be  eafy 
to  difcern  whether  we  are  guilty  of  this  violation  of  faith 
or  they  ;  for  though  (fuppofing  this  to  be  the  real  tefta- 
rnent  of  the  prophet , as  is  pretended)  that  favourite  of 
Heaven  grants  many  articles  of  peace,  affihance,  and 
friendlhip  to  the  followers  of  Jefus,  with  immunity  from 
taxes  and  impofitions,  liberty  of  confcieace,  freedom  of 
marriages,  See.  ;  yet  it  is  evident,  that  he  promifed  not 
thefe  things  but  on  certain  conditions  to  be  obferved  on 
the  part  of  the  Chriftians  ;  as,  that  none  of  them  fhould 
harbour,  or  hold  correfpondence  with  the  enemies  of  the 
true  believers,  or  privately  accommodate  them  with  arms, 
horfes,  money,  or  any  other  neceffaries  of  war  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary',  fhould  hofpitably  receive  the  muffulmans 
into  their  houfes  for  three  days,  and  protedl  them  from 
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their  enemies.  If,  therefore,  the  Chriftians  fhould  fail  in 
any  of  thefe  points,  the  prophet  declares  his  covenant  to 
be  void,  and  that  they  fhall  not  enjoy  the  indulgencies 
granted  therein.  All  this,  thou  wilt  fee,  is  recommend¬ 
ed  folemnly  to  both  parties,  to  be  religiouily  performed 
till  the  final  confummation. 

Now  all  the  difpute  is,  Whether  we  have  firft  tranf- 
grefied  thefe  articles  or  the  Nazarenes  ?  For  if  it  can  be 
proved  that  they  are  the  firft  aggreffors,  then  they  have 
no  reafon  to  complain  of  their  misfortunes,  or  accufe  the 
true  faithful  of  oppreffion  and  tyranny,  as  they  common¬ 
ly  do  ;  fince  it  is  manifeft  that  they  have  drawn  thefe 
evils  on  themfelves,  by  their  breach  of  faith  and  infidelity, 
difannulling  the  covenant  of  God  and  his  prophet,  and 
forfeiting  the  benefits  they  might  have  claimed  by  virtue 
of  it.  Be  it  how  it  will,  the  prophet  is  free  from  blame  ; 
let  the  guilt  reft  on  the  perfons  that  were  criminal. 

I  know  not  how  it  comes  to  pafs  that  the  Chriftians  of 
this  age  think  and  fpeak  more  reproachfully  of  our  holy 
lawgiver  than  did  their  fathers,  who  lived  in  his  time,  or 
immediately  after  it,  and  who  by  confequence  could  bet¬ 
ter  inform  themfelves  of  the  circumftances  of  his  birth, 
life,  and  renowned  actions.  Some  ancient  writers  among 
the  Nazarenes  make  honourable  mention  of  him  and  his 
family  ;  they  conceal  not  the  early  figns  of  his  heroic 
virtue,  and  the  grandeur  to  which  he  was  deftined.  I 
have  read  in  a  certain  Chriftian  author,  that  when  the 
prophet  was  but  nine  years  o*d,  under  the  tuition  of  his 
uncle  Abu  Taleb,  who  carried  his  glorious  charge  along 
with  him  to  Damafcus,  and  that  whilft  they  were  at 
Boz’r,  a  learned  monk,  whole  name  was  Bohira,  came 
out  of  the  convent  to  meet  them  ;  and  taking  Mahomet 
b)  the  hand,  in  the  prefence  of  many  Chriftians,  he  faid 
aloud,  “  This  youth  is  born  to  accomplifh  great  things  $ 
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his  fame  fhall  be  fpread  from  eaft  to  weft  ;  for  as  he  drew 
near  to  this  place,  I  faw  a  bright  cloud  defcend  and  cover 
him.”  Sultan  David  alfo  prophefied  of  him,  in  that 
which  the  Chriftians  reckon  the  50th  Pfalm,  and  the  2d 
verftcle;  where  that  divine  poet  thus  fings,  “  From  Sion 
God  hath  proclaimed  the  empire  of  Mahomet.”  But 
the  Chriftia  :s  have  interpreted  this  in  another  fenfe, 
though  the  original  remains  a  {landing  witnefs  againft 
them.  So  Mofes,  in  the  Pentateuch,  uttered  a  myftery, 
when  he  faid,  “  God  came  from  Sinai,  he  rofe  up  from 
Seir,  and  was  manifefted  from  Mount  Paran  ;”  intimat¬ 
ing  hereby  the  defcent  of  the  written  law  to  Mofes;i  of 
the  gofpel  to  Jefus  the  Son  of  Mary,  and  of  the  alcoran 
to  Mahomet.  The  Meffias  alfo  faid  to  his  difciples,  “  If 
I  go  not  away,  the  called  of  God  will  not  come  to  you.” 
But  the  Chriftian  interpreters  wilfully  hide  thefe  things 
from  the  vulgar,  left  their  eyes  fliould  be  opened.  There 
appears  an  obftinate  malice  and  ignorance  in  ail  their  ac¬ 
tions. 

Who  will  not  laugh  at  the  foolifti  fpite  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  who,  in  a  certain  town,  had  a  cuftom,  as  oft  as 
they  entered  into  the  church,  or  came  out,  to  fpit  on  a 
black  image  of  a  man  fitting  on  an  afs  near  the  gate  ? 
But  a  muffulman  ambaffador  coming  thither  from  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  obferving  this  vain  ceremony 
of  the  people,  afked  the  king,  “  What  perfon  that  fta- 
tue  reprefented  ?”  He  made  anfwer,  “  That  it  was  the 
image  of  Mahomet,  the  Arabian  prophet.” — “  That 
cannot  be,  (replied  the  ambaffador)  iince  our  prophet 
never  rode  but  on  camels  :  It  is  rather  the  figure  of  the 
Meffias,  who  indeed  is  recorded  to  have  rode  on  an  afs.” 
The  king,  troubled  at  this  anfwer,  confulted  the  priefts 
and  learned  men,  who  all  concluded  that  the  ambaffador 
had  fpoke  the  truth ;  and  therefore,  inftead  of  offering 
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any  more  indignities  to  this  image,  they  fell  into  another 
extreme,  and  built  a  chapel  for  it,  burning  incenfe  to  the 
fenfelefs  ftock,  and  paying  it  divine  honours.  Thus  they 
prayed  to  that  which  but  a  little  before  they  had  curfed, 
and  turned  into  a  god  that  which  they  had  elleemed  al- 
moft  as  bad  as  the  devil.  God’s  curfe  be  on  the  devil 
and  all  his  adorers  ;  but  on  the  holy  prophet  and  his 
followers,  may  bleflings  fhower  down,  and  reft  till  the 
knot  of  the  fpheres  be  diffolved. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1 5$  6. 


VII. — To  Murat,  Bajfa. 

K  kow  for  certain  that  Don  Juan  de  Braganza,  late 
king  of  Portugal,  is  dead  :  He  left  this  world  on  the 
6th  of  the  laft  moon,  after  he  had  been  tormented  ten 
days  with  the  ftone.  His  queen  has  the  fupreme  power 
in  her  hands  during  her  fon’s  minority,  whofe  name  is 
Don  Alphonfo.  This  young  prince  was  crowned  within 
a  few  days  after  his  father’s  deceafe,  to  prevent  the  plots  of 
the  Spaniards,  who  fupport  a  powerful  faction  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Portugal,  and  are  not  without  hopes  to  reduce  it 
asrain  to  the  Ivintr  of  Spain’s  obedience.  The  world  is 
always  bufy  either  in  recovering  old  loft  intereft,  or  feek- 
ing  of  new. 

The  Marefchal  de  la  Ferte,  who  was  taken  prifoner  by 
the  Prince  of  Conde  in  the  battle  of  Valenciennes,  and 
having  a  price  fet  for  his  ranfoni,  had  liberty  to  go  whi¬ 
ther  he  would  on  his  parole,  either  to  bring  the  faid  fum, 
or  furrender  his  perfon  by  a  certain  day  ;  finding  himfelf 
flighted  at  the  French  court,  is  refolved  to  perform  his 
promife  at  the  prefixed  time,  and  go  over  to  the  Prince 
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of  Conde’s  intereft,  who  will  not  fail  to  bellow  a  very- 
honourable  command  on  a  general  of  fuch  merits. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Count  of  Harcourt  plays  tricks 
with  his  mailer,  and  holds  private  correfpondence  with 
the  German  emperor  :  He  is  a  ferviceable  or  a  danger¬ 
ous  man,  according  as  he  is  pleafed  or  difgulted,  and 
therefore  they  court  him  on  both  fides.  He  is  now  at 
Brifac  in  Alface.  I  cannot  admire  a  man  that  is  thus 
induftrioufly  troublefome  to  his  piince,  without  any  thing 
of  merit  or  bravery  to  boaft  of,  fave  his  former  fervices  in 
Catalonia,  which  have  been  fufficiently  repaid  with  royal 
condefcenlions  and  favours.  And  thofe  who  make  a  pa¬ 
rallel  between  his  cafe  and  that  of  the  Marefchal  de  la 
Ferte  Seneterre,  confider  not  that  the  laft  fell  into  his  ene¬ 
mies  hands  only  by  the  chance  of  war ;  whereas  the 
other  is  a  wilful  apollate,  if  he  embraces  the  emperor’s 
propofals,  when  no  neceffity  conllrains  him,  and  honour 
flies  in  his  face. 

From  the  North  we  are  informed,  that  Count  Conino-f- 
mark,  generaliffimo  of  the  Swedilh  forces  in  Pruffia,  as 
he  was  failing  from  Wifmar,  was  taken  captive  by  the 
Poles,  and  imprifoned  in  the  Callle  of  Weyffel-munden 
near  Dantzig ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  miffed 
very  narrowly  of  taking  the  Queen  of  Sweden  herfelf. 
It  is  certain  they  have  got  a  vaft  booty  from  the  Swedes, 
confifting  of  eighteen  chefts  full  of  gold,  with  coffers  of 
the  king’s  jewels,  and  other  rich  things. 

Thefe  King  Cafimir  demands  for  himfelf,  with  a  mil¬ 
lion  of  rixdollars,  to  be  paid  him  by  the  Dantzigers  ;  re¬ 
quiring  alfo  that  they  Ihould  furnilh  his  army  with  all 
forts  of  ammunition  and  provifions  ;  which,  though  it 
be  a  heavy  burden,  yet  thofe  loyal  citizens  think  nothing 
to©  much  for  their  king. 

The  Mufcovites,  in  the  9th  moon,  befieged  Riga,  a 
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city  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Sweden,  but  have  newly 
raifed  the  fiege,  after  they  had  loft  above  ten  thoufand 
men  before  the  place. 

This  is  all  the  news  I  can  fend  thee,  fave  that  the 
French  have  taken  Valencia,  a  city  in  Italy. 

I  wifh  I  may  hear  as  profperous  intelligence  as  this 
laft  from  Candia,  after  fuch  immenfe  charges  and  {laugh¬ 
ter  j  but  victory  is  in  the  difpofal  of  the  angel  of  time. 

Paris,  ad  of  the  rzth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1656. 


VIII. — To  Hebatolla  Mir  Argun,  Superior  of  the 
Convent  of  Dervifes  at  Cogni  in  Natoiia . 

1  t  is  difficult  to  define  the  particular  temper  of  my  foul 
when  I  firft  received  the  news  of  thy  predeceffor’s  death, 
that  renowned  and  venerable  Bedredin,  who,  as  thy  dif- 
patch  informs  me,  is  gone  to  paradife.  I  was  neither  in 
paffion,  nor  yet  infenfible,  but  wholly  refigned  to  the  will 
of  Heaven  :  I  confidered  his  immenfe  virtues,  and  the 
courfe  of  nature  ;  his  wonderful  age,  and  more  admirable 
adfions,  a  life  equally  meafured  by  hours  and  prodigies  of 
piety  ;  for  he  was  not  in  the  n timber  of  thofe  who  let 
whole  days  pafs  away  without  the  leaft  good  work,  or 
without  leaving  any  imprefs  on  the  track  of  time.  I  ex- 
prefs  myfelf  according  to  the  vulgar  laying,  Time  pafles 
away  ;  whereas  in  my  opinion  time  ftands  ftill,  and  only 
we  pafs  away,  with  all  things  fubject  to  motion  and 
change.  It  is  like  the  mi  fluke  of  thofe,  who,  failing  on 
the  water,  think  the  trees  and  mountains  move,  whilft 
only  they  themfelves  are  driven  before  the  wind  ;  or,  like 
the  philofophy  of  thofe,  who,  trufting  to  their  grofier 
fenfe,  maintain  the  fun  whirls  round  our  world,  though,, 
according  to  reafon  and  better  philofophy,  that  globe  of 
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light  Hands  ftill,  wliilft  ours  turns  round  its  axletree,  and 
fo  deceives  our  eyes.  Thus,  whilft  we  mortals  glide  over 
the  uncertain  waves  of  human  life,  and  pafs  by  the  vilible 
and  fixed  land-marks  of  time,  day  and  night,  we  imagine 
thofe  land-marks  move,  and  not  we  ourfelves ;  whereas 
day  and  night  remain  for  ever  ftedfall  and  invariable  in 
their  fucceffive  intervals,  and  only  the  elements  and  bo¬ 
dies  compounded  of  them  are  fubjedt  to  change. 

Minutes,  hours,  days,  and  years,  are  not  properly  the 
meafures  of  time,  but  of  the  motion  and  duration  of  all 
corruptible  beings  ;  for  time  is  infinite,  and  beyond  all 
dimenfions.  In  a  word,  it  is  no  otherwile  diftinguifhed 
from  eternity  than  barely  by  a  name. 

All  that  I  have  faid  on  this  iubjedt  is  comprehended 
in  the  Arabian  proverb,  which  fays,  “  To-morrow  is  ne¬ 
ver.”  Doubtlefs  there  is  no  paradox  or  herefy  in  fay¬ 
ing,  It  is  always  to-day  ;  or  that  this  hour,  this  minute, 
is  eternal.  And  from  this  truth  fprung  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  thofe  who  place  eternity  in  a  point  or  inftant. 

But  to  return  to  Bedredin  ;  that  faithful  of  the  faith¬ 
ful,  may  his  foul  repofe  in  the  mercies  of  God,  and  his 
memory  be  blcffed  !  May  Gabriel,  the  friend  of  the 
prophet,  pray  for  him  ;  then  Michael,  Ifraphiel,  and  the 
meffenger  of  death,  with  all  the  angels  who  made  orifons 
for  the  divine  favourite,  after  his  tranflation  from  this 
earthly  ftate  !  And  when  thou,  and  the  religious  frater¬ 
nity  under  thy  care,  have  performed  the  accuftomed 
prayers  and  expiations  for  the  illuftrious  prelate  deceaf- 
ed,  there  is  no  quefiion  but  that  he  (hall  be  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  intercede  for  you  and  for  the  whole  muffulman  em¬ 
pire  ;  for  he  was  a  perfeft  faint,  and  the  beloved  of  God. 

O  fage  and  reverend  fucceffor  of  that  holy  man,  fuffer 
me  to  tell  thee,  thy  name  Hebatolla,  [the  gift  of  God] 
fills  me  with  glorious  prefages  of  thy  life  and  adminiftra- 
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tion,  in  that  renowned  college  where  the  incomparable 
Bedredin  fhined  fo  many  years.  Now  he  is  gone  to  God, 
and  to  the  gardens  of  eternal  retirement,  having  left  his 
feat  on  earth  to  thee,  replenifhed  with  the  facred  odour 
of  virtue. 

He  was  a  religious  imitator  of  the  prophets,  and  of  ail 
holy  men  in  general  ;  a  devout  admirer  of  the  Meffias, 
and  a  faithful  difciple  of  the  fer.t  of  God.  Now  he  is 
gone  to  fit  down  with  them  in  the  chiofes  of  Eden,  on 
the  banks  of  immortal  ftreams,  and  river6  of  wine,  milk, 
and  honey,  which  glide  along  the  alleys  of  paradife. 
This  is  the  recompence  of  heroic  virtue,  the  crown  of 
good  works,  the  blifs  prepared  for  chafte  and  purified 
fouls,  who  in  their  tranfmigration  from  this  earth  carry 
no  ftains  of  vice  along  with  them  ;  for  nothing  impure 
can  find  admittance  into  that  world  of  glittering  effence. 

O  Hebatolla,  what  is  there  on  this  obfcure  globe  that 
deferves  to  be  compared  with  thofe  ferener  joys  above, 
thofe  unfullied  pleafures,  that  untarnifhed  blifs?  And  yet 
fometimes  we  tafte  ftrange  felicities  here  on  earth ;  but 
it  is  only  when  the  gates  and  cafements  of  paradife  are 
open,  when  a  celcftial  wind  tranfports  hither  the  leaves 
of  the  trees  of  Eden,  and  perfumes  the  air  and  Ikies 
with  the  tranfcendent  odours  of  that  happy  region,  waft¬ 
ing  alfo  imperfecf  founds,  mufic  in  foft  fragments,  and 
echos  from  the  choirs  of  the  bleffed.  Then  it  is  the 
hearts  of  mortals  feel  a  fecret  and  inexpreflible  joy  fpring- 
ing  up  from  the  root  ;  this  lower  world  (if  I  may  fo  ex- 
prefs  myfelf)  is  all  intrenched  with  pleafure  ;  this  hap¬ 
pens  not  every  day,  but  only  at  the  feafons  of  divine  in¬ 
dulgence,  on  the  feftivals  of  fome  particular  faints,  and  in 
the  time  of  the  immortal  jubilee,  when  God  exhilarates 
the  univerfe  with  uncommon  favours,  and  an  infinite  lar- 
gefs. 
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As  for  the  reft  of  our  enjoyments,  they  are  mitiga¬ 
tions  indeed  of  the  pains  and  infeparable  miferies  of  thir 
mortal  life  ;  they  prevail  on  us  to  wait  the  appointed 
hour  of  fate,  and  not  hurry  ourfelves  out  of  the  world 
before  our  time  ;  but  they  deferve  not  to  be  placed  in 
the  rank  of  true  felicities. 

However,  our  patience  under  this  fatigue  of  life,  out 
indifference  to  pleafure  and  pain,  poverty  or  riches,  fick- 
nefs  or  health,  honour  or  difgrace,  with  all  the  other  ob¬ 
jects  of  human  paflion,  will  prove  a  fingular  argument  of 
merit,  a  prevailing  recommendation  to  the  life  to  come, 
and  an  effe&ual  paffport  to  paradife  :  For  he  that  is  thus 
infenfibly,  yet  willingly  weaned  from  the  fulfome  joys  of 
earth,  by  the  very  courfe  of  nature  and  decree  of  deftiny 
muft  unavoidably  afcend  to  a  purer  region,  to  a  place 
capable  of  fatisfying  his  afpiring  foul ;  for  nature  creat¬ 
ed  no  appetite  to  baulk  it. 

This  is  the  life  fo  recommended  by  Jefus  the  Son  of 
Mary,  whofe  charafter  thou  haft  in  the  library  of  thy 
convent.  Here  I  feud  thee  in  a  box  that  which  by  all 
the  Nazarenes  is  efteemed  his  true  effigies.  I  remember  I 
once  faw  another  of  the  fame  lineaments  in  the  treafury 
of  the  Grand  Seignior.  Thefe  pieces  are  very  rare,  be- 
caufe  not  copied  by  the  hands  of  common  painters,  but 
by  the  moft^elebrated  matters  in  Europe.  And  the  ori¬ 
ginal  draught,  they  fay,  was  made  by  the  Meffias  himfelf 
on  a  handkerchief,  which  he  clapped  to  his  face,  and  f® 
left  his  lively  portraiture. 

I  cannot  afcertain  the  truth  of  this  tradition  ;  but  in 
regard  this  is  one  of  thofe  copies  which  is  clofeted  by 
the  greateft  monarchs  in  Chriftendom,  I  fend  it  to  thee, 
as  a  worthy  ornament  of  thy  cell,  without  either  the  pe¬ 
ril  or  fcandal  of  idolatry. 

The  pious  Bedredin  was  covetous  of  any  memoirs  of 
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the  Meffias,  whether  written  in  hieroglyphics,  or  in  the 
more  ufual  charadlers  of  fpeech.  He  would  have  made 
no  more  exception  at  a  pidlure  than  at  a  poem  in  praife 
of  that  holy  prophet ;  and  I  queftion  not  but  thou  equal- 
left  him  in  the  fame  indifference. 

I  could  not  fo  eafily  procure  the  true  pidfure  of  John, 
furnamed  the  Walher;  but  here  I  will  give  thee  a  fhort 
hiftory  of  his  life.  This  was  a  famous  prophet,  who  liv¬ 
ed  in  the  days  of  the  Meffias,  and  was  of  the  race  of 
the  priefts :  His  habitation  was  altogether  in  the  defart, 
for  he  was  an  eremite,  and  lived  in  a  cave  on  one  of  the 
mountains  of  Judea  :  Some  of  the  Jews  took  him  for 
Elias,  others  for  the  Meffias,  and  a  third  fort  faid  he 
was  Mahomet,  whofe  coming  was  foretold  in  the  book 
of  their  law,  and  in  the  writings  of  their  prophets. 

But  John  denied  that  he  was  any  of  thefe,  calling  him- 
felf  in  modefty,  A  Voice,  or  Echo.  His  life  was  very 
abftemious,  for  he  fed  only  on  the  tops  of  plants  and 
wild  honey,  drinking  nothing  but  water  of  the  fountain 
which  ran  by  the  fide  of  his  cave  ;  and  his  body  was  on¬ 
ly  covered  with  a  veil  of  camel’s  hair,  tiling  a  leathern 
thong  for  a  girdle. 

To  that  folitary  refidence  of  his,  there  was  great  re¬ 
fort  of  people  from  Jerufalem  and  the  cities  round  about ; 
for  the  fame  of  his  fan&ity  had  fpread  through  all  Pale- 
ftine  and  Syria. 

He  walhed  his  difciples  with  his  own  hands  in  the  wa¬ 
ters  of  Jordan,  from  whence  he  was  called  the  Baptift,  or 
Wafher.  He  daily  preached  repentance  and  good  works 
to  the  incredulous  Jews,  and  openly  declared  that  Jefus 
the  Son  of  Mary  was  the  Meffias.  That  holy  prophet, 
it  feems,  was  one  of  John’s  difciples,  and  had  been  waffl¬ 
ed  by  him  in  the  river  Jordan. 

In  fine,  after  many  years  of  heroic  virtue  and  piety, 
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John  had  his  head  cut  off  by  the  order  of  Herod  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Judea,  becaufe  he  had  reproved  the  tyrant  for 
marrying  his  brother’s  wife. 

Behold  thefe  memoirs  are  the  beft  prefents  the  poor 
exiled  Mahmut  can  fend  thee,  when  he  congratulates  thy 
accefiion  to  that  holy  chair  *  yet  fuch  as  thefe  were  more 
welcome  to  thy  predecefTor  than  gifts  of  fllver,  gold,  or 
precious  ftones ;  for  he  was  a  diligent  colleftor  of  choice 
antiquities,  and  fele£t  fragments  of  hiftory  ;  he  was  alfo  a 
liberal  patron  and  encourager  of  philofophy  and  all  forts 
of  learning.  Follow  thou  his  example,  and  the  true 
faithful  will  be  eternally  obliged  to  thee.  Thou  haft  a 
fair  opportunity,  there  being,  as  I  am  informed,  the  beft 
library  in  thy  convent  of  any  throughout  the  muffulman 
empire  ;  and  the  dervifes  under  thy  government  are  men 
addifted  to  the  ftudy  of  the  fciences.  It  is  pity  fuch 
inclinations  fhould  want  encouragement,  whilft  the  infi¬ 
dels  are  every  where  bufy  in  founding  new  academies  and 
augmenting  the  old.  There  is  one  lately  eredfted  in  the 
dukedom  of  Cleve,  by  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgh, 
where  the  Oriental  languages  and  fciences  are  profeffed. 
If  the  Nazarenes  are  thus  curious  to  pry  into  our  learn¬ 
ing,  why  fhould  we  be  remifs  in  attaining  the  knowledge 
of  their  languages  and  hiftories,  fince  thereby  we  lhall  be 
in  a  condition  to  know  their  greateft  fecrets  ? 

Sage  Hebatolla,  let  not  the  infidels  have  any  longer 
occafion  to  term  us  barbarous  and  ignorant ;  but  remem¬ 
ber,  that  in  promoting  literature,  thou  wilt  perform  » 
meritorious  fervice  to  the  Grand  Seignior. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  1  ft  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 
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IX. — To  Selim  Al’  Mosel,  Venerable  Imaum  of  the 
Mofch  of  SanBa  Sophia. 

Praise  be  to  God,  foie  lord  of  the  zenith  and  the  na¬ 
dir,  poffeifor  of  infinite  regions,  who  hides  the  firft  meri¬ 
dian  in  the  palm  of  his  hand  !  The  names  of  Peru  and 
Mexico  are  not  now  foreign  in  the  Ottoman  empire, 
efpecially  to  travellers  and  men  of  fcience. 

When  our  fathers  firft  heard  of  America,  they  had  no 
other  way  to  exprefs  fo  unknown  a  part  of  the  world 
than  by  calling  it  the  Land  of  the  Golden  Mines,  becaufe 
of  the  abundance  of  that  metal  which  was  brought  from 
thence  by  the  Spaniards,  fince  their  conquefts  in  thefe 
parts.  But  now  we  are  no  ftrangers  to  the  geography 
of  that  remote  continent :  Commerce  and  traffic  have 
rendered  all  the  known  nations  of  the  earth  familiar  one 
■with  another;  and  I  remember, when  I  was  at  Conftanti- 
nople,  the  names  of  Peru,  Mexico,  Florida,  8cc.  were  as 
common  in  the  Copha  Hans,  as  the  names  of  Indoftan, 
Turquiftan,  Gurgiftan,  or  any  other  provinces  of  Afia  ; 
fo  that  a  man  would  have  been  laughed  at,  who,  in 
fpeaking  of  America,  fhould  have  ufed  any  circumlocu¬ 
tions,  as  to  call  it  the  Empire  of  the  Golden  Mines,  the 
world  beyond  the  great  fea,  or  the  like. 

Yet  we  mail  confefs  our  knowledge  in  this  kind  is  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  Franks,  who  fail  into  thofe  far  diftant  regions, 
and  at  their  return  communicate  their  intelligence  and 
obfervations  to  us  ;  for  elfe  we  had  been  yet  altogether 
ftrangers  to  the  hiftory  of  that  new  world. 

It  was  firft  difeovered  by  Chriftopher  Columbus,  a  Ge- 
noefe,  in  the  year  1492  of  the  Chriftian  hegira.  This 
man  had  a  happy  genius  in  contemplating  the  motion  of 
the  fun,  and  the  frame  of  the  univerfe  ;  he  was  no  ftran- 
ger  to  the  extent  of  our  continent,  and  the  fituation  of 
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all  its  parts ;  he  had  been  often  at  fea,  and  feen  divers  re¬ 
gions  ;  and  particularly  when  he  was  in  Portugal,  the 
molt  wefterly  part  of  Europe,  he  took  great  delight  to 
walk  on  the  fhore  in  the  evenings,  and  obferve  the  fet- 
ting  of  the  fun.  This  cuftorn  of  his  produced  various 
thoughts  in  his  breaft  :  But  what  was  of  rnoft  import, 
his  reafon  fuggefted  to  him,  th  t  it  could  not  confift  with 
the  order  of  nature,  that  the  fun,  after  he  left  our  world, 
ferved  only  to  give  light  to  the  filhes,  or  gild  the  waves 
of  the  weftern  ocean  ;  therefore,  on  good  grounds  he 
concluded,  there  mull  be  fome  unknown  land  beyond 
thofe  mighty  tracks  of  fea,  which  wafhed  the  weftera 
fhores  of  Europe  and  Afric. 

This  thought  made  him  uneafy,  and  put  him  upon  a 
refolution  of  attempting  a  difcovery.  He  made  propo- 
fals  to  the  republic  of  Genoa,  but  was  rejefted.  Then 
he  addrelfed  himfelf  to  Henry  VII.  at  the  Englilh  court, 
where,  not  finding  encouragement,  he  went  to  the  King 
of  Spain,  who  approving  his  defign,  furnifhed  him  with 
two  fhips.  He  failed  on  the  ocean  for  the  fpace  of  two 
moons,  without  feeing  any  land,  which  made  his  mariners 
mutiny,  their  provifions  falling  fhort  ;  they  threatened  to 
throw  him  ovetboard  if  he  would  not  return  ;  but  he 
with  mild  words,  and  ftrong  reafons,  appeafed  their  fury, 
promifing  to  fail  back  again  if  they  faw  not  land  within 
three  days.  On  the  third  day,  the  boy  on  the  main-top* 
maft  faw  a  fire,  and  within  a  few  hours  afterwards  they 
came  within  view  of  land. 

When  he  had  made  his  ohfervations,  and  done  what 
was  reqnifite  in  his  circumitances,  he  returned  to  give  the 
King  of  Spain  an  account  of  his  expedition. 

After  his  death,  Americus  Vefputius  was  fent  to  con¬ 
quer  thefe  unknown  regions  ;  from  whom  that  whole  com 
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tinent  is  called  America,  but  methinks  not  without  fome 
ingratitude  to  the  firft  difcoverer. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  recount  all  the  particular  adven¬ 
tures  of  the  Spaniards  in  thefe  parts,  with  their  cruelties 
and  mafiacres :  Suffice  it  to  fay,  to  the  eternal  infamy  of 
that  nation,  that,  according  to  their  own  writers,  they 
butchered  in  cold  blood  above  twenty  millions  of  the  na¬ 
tives  in  the  fpace  of  twenty  years  ;  and  all  this  for  the 
lucre  of  their  gold,  though  under  the  pretence  of  propa¬ 
gating  the  Chriftian  religion. 

I  will  not  lift  myfelf  in  the  number  of  thofe  who  pre¬ 
tend  to  be  God’s  privy  counfellors,  neither  will  I  pre¬ 
fume  to  defcant  on  things  out  of  my  reach  ;  but  the  Spa¬ 
niards  have  lately  felt  a  terrible  blow  in  Peru,  which,  if 
it  be  not  a  mark  of  the  wrath  of  Heaven,  is  at  leaft  a 
fign  that  the  earth  is  weary  of  them,  efpecially  in  thofe 
parts  where  they  have  ftained  it  with  fo  much  innocent 
blood. 

The  city  Lima,  not  many  moons  ago,  was  all  fwallow- 
ed  up  by  an  earthquake  ;  and  Calao,  another  city  not 
far  from  it,  was  confumed  by  a  ffiower  of  fire  out  of  the 
clouds.  Eleven  thoufand  Spaniards  loft  their  lfves  in  this 
calamity  ;  and  the  earth  devoured  an  hundred  millions  of 
refined  filver,  which  the  lucre  of  the  Spaniards  had  for¬ 
ced  out  of  its  bowels.  All  the  mountains  of  Potofi, 
from  whence  they  dug  their  choiceft  metal,  were  levelled 
with  the  plain,  and  no  more  hopes  of  gold  were  left  to 
their  infatiable  avarice. 

I  leave  the  judgment  of  thefe  events  to  thee,  who  art 
of  the  holy  line,  full  of  refplendent  thoughts,  prophetic 
Ifcharif,  confecrated  emir,  glory  of  the  houfe  of  Maho¬ 
met.  Yet  give  me  leave  to  tell  thee,  that  this  calamity 
of  the  Spaniards  in  part  refembles  the  fate  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah,  and  the  reft  of  the  nine  cities  of  the  lake. 
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The  infidels  fay  there  were  but  five  ;  let  them  alone  in 
their  error;  it  is  certain  the  muffulmans  have  the  only 
true  hiftory  of  former  times.  Doubtlefs  God  is  fevere 
in  chaftifements  when  he  is  incenfed  againft  a  nation  ; 
witnefs  the  people  of  Aod  and  Themod,  with  the  men 
of  the  Valley  of  Smoke,  and  the  city  whofe  inhabitants 
were  in  one  hour  all  turned  into  ftatues  of  (tone,  and  are 
to  be  feen  at  this  day  as  a  (landing  monument  of  Hea¬ 
ven’s  difpleafure.  Yet  no  nation  is  ruined  till  it  ruin  it- 
felf,  as  God  fpeaks  in  the  Alcoran. 

O  emir,  in  whofe  veins  runs  the  mod  purified  blood  in 
the  world,  pray  for  Mahmut,  that  he  may  never  turn  a- 
poftate  from  God  and  his  prophet,  nor  do  any  thing 
which  may  hurry  him  to  an  untimely  fate. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  ift  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 


X. — To  Mustapha,  Bctjfa*. 

i.  his  following  fummer,  if  all  reports  be  true,  is  like  to 
afford  fome  campaigns  of  blood.  The  general  difcourfe 
here  is,  that  the  Grand  Seignior  will  fpeedily  have  an 
army  of  three  hundred  thoufand  men  in  the  field,  part  to 
adt  in  Dalmatia  and  Candy  againft  the  Venetians,  the 
reft  to  be  employed  againft  the  Perfians,  the  more  inve¬ 
terate  enemies  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 

That  faucy  ambaffador  Iftimael  Bir  Couli  Chan  deferv- 
ed  the  punifhment  was  inflided  on  him  for  his  imperti¬ 
nent  huff,  and  drawing  his  fabre  in  the  prefence  of  the 
greateft  monarch  of  the  world:  And  let  it  be  an  eternal 
precedent  to  the  envoys  of  foreign  princes,  that  they  may 
learn  a  leffon  of  modefty  when  they  addrefs  to  the  lord 
of  their  lords,  and  not  by  prefumption  incenfe  the  king 
of  the  earth. 
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But  it  is  apparent  this  ambafiador  took  advantage  of 
cur  troubles  :  He  fwelled  with  a  vain  and  falfe  idea  of 
the  Perfian  puiffance  ;  befides,  they  fay,  his  mailer  has 
entered  into  a  folemn  league  with  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy 
againft  the  filming  empire.  And  it  is  certainly  known 
here,  that  two  ambaffadors  are  arrived  at  Venice  from 
that  potent  emper-er  of  the  north  ;  and  others  are  ex¬ 
pected  from  Perfia  to  negotiate  a  tripartite  league  be¬ 
tween  ihofe  crowns  and  that  republic  againft  the  victo¬ 
rious  Ofmans.  Hence  I  foppofe  it  was  that  the  rude 
heretic  took  the  boldnefs  to  commit  an  action  which  all 
the  Eaft  punitbes  with  death.  Neither  is  it  any  thing  to 
the  purpofe  what  the  Chriftians  of  thefe  parts  fay,  that 
the  perfons  of  ambaffadors  are  facred  ;  for  much  mere 
fo  are  the  perions  of  fovereigns.  And  fo  long  as  an  en¬ 
voy  obeys  the  law  of  nations,  in  only  delivering  his  mef- 
fage  with  refpeft  and  civility,  that  law  will  p  rot  eft  him 
from  all  injuries  ;  hut  if  he  muff  needs  leap  over  his  own 
fence,  and,  inftead  of  appearing  like  an  ambafiador,  he 
will  aft  the  part  of  an  affafiin,  a  furiofo,  a  contemner  of 
majefty,  he  can  expeft  no  better  treatment  than  what  is 
due  to  his  audacious  infolence  ;  he  throws  off  with  fcorn 
the  proteftion  that  his  charafter  claims,  and  in  a  mad 
bravado  courts  the  revenge  of  the  ftate. 

This  Ifnmael  has  all  along  been  counted  a  bold  fool  in 
the  court  of  Perfia  :  He  has  committed  a  thoufand  wild 
pranks  at  Ifpahan,  more  becoming  a  jefter  than  a  wife 
aiinifter  of  ftate.  Yet  his  matter  ftill  winked  at  his  ex¬ 
travagancies  for  his  father’s  fake,  who  did  many  notable 
fervices  to  that  crown  ;  among  which,  his  recovering 
Candahar  from  the  Mogul  was  none  of  the  leaft,  it  be¬ 
ing  the  only  town  which  commands  the  frontiers  of  Per¬ 
sia  and  the  Indies. 

For  this  and  other  merits,  Sha  Sophi  preferred  both 
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him  and  his  fon  to  the  moll  conliderable  governments 
and  offices  in  the  empire,  wherein  the  old  man  acquitted 
himfelf  fairly  to  the  lad  ;  but  this  young  buffoon  grew 
unwieldy  with  too  much  honour,  affronted  the  grandees, 
and  played  upon  the  king  himfelf,  for  which  he  had  once 
like  to  have  been  call  to  the  dogs ;  but  at  the  intercef- 
f.on  of  fome  of  his  few  friends,  that  puniffiment  was  re¬ 
mitted,  and  changed  into  exile,  whiift  his  enemies  made 
ufe  of  his  abfence  to  ruin  him. 

They  were  fome  of  the  greateft  lords  iof  the  court 
who  bore  him  a  grudge,  and  they  had  hourly  the  king’s 
ear,  which  advantage  they  made  ufe  of  to  infinuate  fuch 
an  ill  character  of  Iffimael,  that  he  knew  no  better  way 
to  be  handfomcly  rid  of  him  than  by  fending  him  on  this 
defperate  embaffy  to  the  myfferious  Porte  ;  choofmg  ra¬ 
ther  that  he  ffiould  fall  by  the  Grand  Seignior’s  com¬ 
mand  than  by  his  own,  who  had  reaped  fo  much  benefit 
from  the  fervices  of  his  father. 

By  this  thou  mayeft  difcern  that  the  King  of  Perfia  is 
earneitly  refolved  upon  war,  without  regarding  how  his 
herald  that  proclaimed  it  is  received  ;  for  that  ambaffador 
deferves  no  other  title,  who  comes  not  with  the  accuftom- 
ed  prefents  and  fupplications,  but  with  an  addrefs  of  a 
harfher  ftyle,  denouncing  enmity  at  his  very  firit  approach 
to  the  feet  of  the  invincible  Sultan  Mahomet. 

After  all,  it  rejoices  me  to  hear  that  thou  and  the 
other  baffas  of  the  empire  are  fo  ready  to  affift  our  great 
mailer ;  for  I  am  affured,  that  from  your  perfonal  and 
voluntary  contributions,  he  has  received  a  fupply  of  thir¬ 
ty  millions  of  afpers,  befides  the  conftant  revenues,  cus¬ 
toms,  tributes,  and  fubfidies  of  the  empire.  This  is  noif- 
«d  all  over  Chridendom  ;  yet  the  Venetians  feem  not 
much  to  dread  the  confequences  of  thefe  vaft  prepara¬ 
tions,  judging  that  they  will  be  employed  elfewhere  than 
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againft  any  province  of  their  dominions,  except  in  Dal* 
matia,  where  thefe  infidels  truft  to  the  ftrength  of  their 
forts,  and  the  inacceffible  height  of  rocks. 

But  he  that  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  and 
caufe*  it  to  tremble  when  he  pleafes,  the  fame  God  form¬ 
ed  the  lofty  mountains,  and  can  level  them  with  plains, 
to  ferve  the  followers  of  his  prophet ;  even  as  the  Hones 
came  voluntarily  to  falute  the  divine  meffenger  himfelf,  the 
trees  roufed  themfelves  as  out  of  a  deep  fleep,  and  the 
earth  yielding  on  all  fides  to  the  forcible  motion  of  the 
infpired  roots,  they  walked  out  of  their  places,  and  com- 
pofed  an  umbrella  over  the  head  of  Mahomet,  when  he 
was  ready  to  faint  with  the  violent  heat  of  the  fun. 

Thus  fhall  the  elements  confpire  to  aid  the  true  believ¬ 
ers  ;  and  when  they  fight  for  the  Alcoran  againft  infidels, 
God  fhall  endow  the  inanimate  beings  with  faith  and  de¬ 
votion. 

Paris,  7th  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 


XI. —  To  Mehemet,  an  exiled  Eunuch ,  in  Egypt . 

Prepare  thyfelf  with  a  conftancy  of  fpirit  becoming  a 
muftulman,  when  thou  fhalt  underftand  that  the  beft 
friend  thou  hadft  in  the  world  is  gone  to  paradife.  May 
God  grant  him  the  repofe  of  a  true  believer,  an  apart¬ 
ment  of  lingular  delight ;  for  it  is  the  brave  Solyman  1 
fpeak  of,  who  not  only  deferves  thy  moft  grateful  vows 
for  faving  thy  life,  but  has  done  a  thoufand  meritorious 
aftions  befides,  which  now  crown  him  with  chaplets  of 
immortality. 

I  wifh  I  could  have  been  the  relater  of  better  news  to 
my  banilhed  friend  ;  but  perhaps  thou  haft  heard  of  his 
death  already  by  fome  veffels  from  Conftantinople,  and  £0 
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it  will  be  needlefs  to  fay  any  thing  as  to  his  untimely  fate, 
or  the  tragedies  of  the  feraglio  and  imperial  city. 

It  feems  very  ftrange  to  me,  and  a  thing  unaccount¬ 
able,  that  there  can  be  no  means  found  out  to  prevent 
thefe  dangerous  infurredtions  of  the  foldiers,  and  that  the 
mod;  formidable  empire  on  earth  fhould  be  thus  frequent¬ 
ly  (hocked  by  her  own  fubjedls.  Mehemet,  the  things  of 
this  prefent  world  are  a  perfedt  riddle,  and  our  life  itfelf 
is  but  the  (hadow  of  a  dream.  Thou  haft  experienced 
the  inconftancy  of  fortune,  and  that  there  is  nothing  on 
earth  deferves  a  wife  man’s  confidence  ;  therefore,  if  I 
may  advife  thee,  it  (hall  be  to  wean  thyfe’f  from  the  tri¬ 
vial  affairs  of  mortals.  Let  not  the  natural  fondnefs 
which  thou  mayeft  poffibly  have  for  thy  former  courtly 
life  in  the  feraglio,  return  to  difquiet  thy  foul  ;  a  man 
may  be  happy  any  where  that  knows  how  to  be  content¬ 
ed.  Nature  is  ferved  with  a  little,  and  we  ought  to  efteem 
our  irregular  appetites  as  foreigners.  If  our  fortune  be 
not  extended  to  the  larger  meafure  of  our  wifties,  it  is 
eafy  to  contradl  and  adequate  our  minds  to  our  fortune. 

Thou  mayeft  carve  to  thyfelf  various  forts  of  felicities 
in  Egypt,  and  render  Cairo  as  pleafant  to  thee  now  as 
Conftantinople  was  formerly.  Virtue  makes  all  places 
delightful.  If  thou  art  for  an  adlive  life,  there  is  bufi- 
nefs  enough  in  that  populous  city,  and  opportunities  are 
never  wanting  to  a  man  that  is  ready  to  lay  hold  of  them. 
Befides,  it  is  the  popular  charadter  of  Egypt,  that  who- 
foever  dwells  in  it,  finds  an  employment  fuitable  to  his 
inclination.  But  if  thou  art  melancholy  and  contempla¬ 
tive,  in  my  opinion  thou  couldft  not  have  chofen  a  coun¬ 
try  more  agreeable  to  fuch  a  temper. 

Were  I  in  thy  ftacion,  I  fhould  make  frequent  vifits 
to  the  pyramids,  and  never  be  weary  of  fearching  out  the 
antiquity  of  thofe  admirable  ftrudtures.  There  is  hardly 
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any  thing  made  by  human  art  which  has  put  me  upon 
more  important  ftudies  and  difquifitions  than  the  original 
of  t’nefe  ftupendous  fabrics  :  They  far  furpafs  in  gran¬ 
deur  and  magnificence  the  moft  renowned  buildings  of 
the  Greek  and  Roman  empires,  even  in  the  zenith  of 
their  moil  flourifhing  ftate  ;  and  I  would  fain  learn  when 
they  were  firft  eretled,  by  whom,  and  for  what  ends  : 
For  I  cannot  believe  what  JofepLus  the  Jewifn  hiftorian 
reports  of  them,  that  they  were  built  in  the  time  of  Mo- 
fes  their  lawgiver,  and  that  all  thofe  of  the  Hebrew  na¬ 
tion,  amounting  to  fome  hundreds  of  thousands,  were 
employed  as  Haves  in  the  work  by  the  king  then  reigning 
in  Egypt. 

I  have  perufed  Herodotus  the  Grecian,  Diodorus  the 
Sicilian,  with  Strabo,  Pliny,  and  other  writers,  who  have 
all  taken  great  pains  to  fearch  into  the  antiquity  of  the 
pyramids  ;  yet  after  all  their  travel  in  Egypt,  and  their 
converfe  with  the  priefts  of  that  country,  they  feem  to 
have  received  but  fmall  light  in  this  affair,  leaving  things 
in  uncertainty,  and  not  agreeing  in  their  accounts.  One 
will  have  them  to  be  only  defigned  for  fepulchres  of  the 
kings  ;  another  fays  they  were  built  by  Jofeph  the  He¬ 
brew,  the  vilier  of  Egypt,  and  that  they  were  the  grana¬ 
ries  where  he  laid  up  feven  years  provifion  of  corn,  againft 
the  famine  which  in  his  days  affli&ed  the  earth.  Thus 
they  differ  in  their  fentiments.  And  our  countryman, 
Ibn  Abd’  Alhokm,  declares,  that  when  he  was  in  Egypt, 
he  could  not  draw  from  any  of  the  priefts  the  leaft  cer¬ 
tainty  as  to  the  age  of  thefe  pyramids,  or  their  founders  ; 
which  makes  him  conclude,  that  fince  there  was  no  me¬ 
mory  or  footfteps  of  their  original  left  among  men,  it  is 
probably  they  were  built  before  the  flood. 

This  agrees  exaftly  with  what  others  of  our  Arabian 
writers  have  delivered  concerning  King  Saudrid,  whe 
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reigned  in  Egyot  three  hundred  years  before  the  deluge: 
They  relate  ftrange  things  of  this  prinee,  and  among  the 
reft,  that  he  dreamed,  “  The  fixed  ftars  came  down  from 
heaven  to  the  earth,  overturning  all  things  with  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  their  precipitate  fall.”  Being  much  troubled  at 
this  vifion,  he  fent  for  the  priefts  and  fages,  who,  when 
they  were  affembled  together  in  the  king’s  palace,  Acli- 
mon  their  -  cater,  or  prince  of  the  aftrologers,  told  the 
king,  “  That  a  year  before,  be  had  feen  a  vilion,  which 
made  a  deep  impreffion  on  his  mind  ;  for  the  celeftial 
orbs  appeared  to  defcend  fo  low  as  to  touch  the  earth, 
fo  that  the  ftars  were  mingled  among  men.  Then  he 
lift  up  his  hands  above  his  head  in  his  dream,  to  keep  the 
heaven  from  quite  opprefSng  mortals  with  its  weight. 
Whilft  I  was  hr  this  poilure,  (faid  he)  methought  I  ad- 
dreffed  myfelf  to  the  fun,  befeeching  the  refplendent  god 
to  retire  with  all  his  glittering  train  of  lights  to  their  an¬ 
cient  ftation  on  high  ;  whereupon  the  fun  made  anfwer, 
When  I  fhall  have  accomplifhed  three  hundred  circuits, 
the  heavens  will  return  to  their  proper  places.” 

When  Aclimon  had  related  this  vifion,  the  king  com¬ 
manded  the  aftrologers  to  erect  a  fcheme  of  the  prefent 
configurations  above,  and  to  tell  him  what  they  prefaged. 
They  did  fo,  and  all  agreed,  that  a  deluge  fhould  firft 
overflow  the  whole  earth,  and  that  afterwards  it  fhould 
be  totally  deftroyed  by  fire. 

Upon  the  hearing  of  this,  they  fay,  King  Saudrid 
commanded  the  pyramids  to  be  built,  carrying  all  his 
riches  into  them,  with  the  tables  of  the  myfterious  feien- 
ces  and  laws,  and  whatfoever  was  efteemed  precious  and 
worthy  to  be  preferved  from  the  general  deft  ruff  ion. 
And  the  annals  of  Egypt  fay  that  he  commanded  thefie 
words  to  be  engraved  -on  them  : 
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1  SAUDRID  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Pyramids,  and  finilhed 
them  in  5s  years;  yet  I  challenge  any  future  king  to  demoliih 
them  in  fix  hundred  years,  though  it  he  much  eafier  to  ruin, 
than  to  build.  I  covered  them  with  filks ;  let  any  man  after 
me  cover  them  with  mats,  if  he  can. 

In  thus  aflerting  Saudrid  to  be  the  founder  of  the  py¬ 
ramids,  it  ought  to  be  underftood  only  of  fome  of  the 
greateft  ;  and  that  other  fucceeding  princes,  (perhaps  af¬ 
ter  the  flood)  fpurred  on  with  emulation  and  defire  of 
glory,  built  the  reft ;  which  is  the  only  way  to  reconcile 
our  Arabian  writers  to  Herodotus,  Diodorus,  and  other 
hiftorians  of  the  Weft,  who  affign  Cheops  or  Chemnis, 
with  Chephrem,  Chabryis,  and  Mycerinus  the  fon  of 
Chemnis,  as  founders  of  fome  particular  pyramids;  whilit 
Strabo  and  Pliny  afcribe  the  building  of  one  to  Rho¬ 
dope,  a  famous  ftrumpet,  or  at  leaft  to  fome  of  her  para¬ 
mours. 

Doubtlefs  there  is  great  obfcurity  and  confufion  in  the 
records  of  the  ancients  about  the  exaft  time  when  thefe 
illuftrious  monuments  were  built,  which  yet  is  an  impreg¬ 
nable  argument  of  their  antiquity  ;  fince,  when  one  au¬ 
thor  aflerts  this  or  that  king  to  have  built  a  pyramid,  an¬ 
other  demonfirates  the  contrary,  by  proving,  that  that 
pyramid  was  in  being  long  before  the  days  of  the  fuppof- 
ed  founder.  Neither  can  I  find  any  concurrence  of  au¬ 
thorities  fo  rational  and  exactly  agreeing  as  that  of  the 
Arabians,  who  all  unanimoufly  deliver,  as  a  certain  truth, 
that  thefe  unparalleled  ftruclures  were  built  long  before 
the  flood  ;  all  which  is  confirmed  by  the  Egyptian  an¬ 
nals  themfelves,  penned  by  thofe  of  the  Coptite  race, 
who  defcended  from  Coptim,  fon  of  Mafar,  the  fon  of 
Baufer,  the  fon  of  Cham,  the  fon  of  Noah  ;  with  whom 
and  his  family,  Philemon  the  good  prieft  made  an  alliance 
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by  marriage,  and  in  their  cuftody  were  the  records  and 
traditions  of  the  old  world. 

But  if  it  be  granted,  dear  eunuch,  that  thofe  hillories 
are  true  which  relate  the  tranfadlions  of  the  kings  of  E- 
gypt  before  the  flood,  what  reafon  have  we  to  call  in 
queftion  the  fragments  of  Manethos,  a  prieft  of  Egypt, 
or  the  genealogy  and  fucceffion  of  Egyptian  monarcbs 
delivered  by  Herodotus,  or  the  chronological  regifters  of 
Egypt  unfolded  by  Diodorus,  which  carry  up  the  reign 
of  their  kings  to  above  a  thoufand  years  beyond  any  o- 
ther  the  moll  early  epocha  of  the  creation,  except  that 
of  the  Aflyrians,  or  the  interminable  afcent  of  paft  ages 
in  the  records  of  the  Chinefe  and  Indians  ? 

I  know  not  what  to  call  it,  whether  the  cowardice  of 
the  intelledt  which  dare  not  venture  to  launch  into  l'o  vaft 
a  fpeculation,  or  its  floth,  which  will  not  take  the  pains 
to  unfold  and  ftretch  its  drowfy  faculties  on  the  moll  na¬ 
tural  idea  in  the  world.  It  is  true,  indeed,  we  cannot 
without  fome  fatigue  contemplate  lledfaftly  the  eternal 
exiftence  and  duration  of  things  ;  it  is  an  immortal 
thought  that  can  tranfport  the  foul  back  through  fuch 
an  infinity  of  ages.  Yet  the  pleafure  is  agreeable  to  the 
undertaking;  becaufe  truth,  ferene  as  the  mornings  in 
Egypt,  enlightens  the  profpeft,  and  tempts  the  mind,  if 
it  were  poflible,  to  look  even  beyond  eternity  itfelf ; 
whereas,  he  that  only  confines  his  view  to  the  narrow 
horizon  of  particular  Iriftories,  is  like  a  man  in  a  wilder- 
nefs,  ora  low  and  lhady  vale,  where  his  eye  is  curbed 
with  the  interpofition  of  thickets,  uneven  ground,  and 
envious  inclofures ;  for  fuch  are  the  dark  controverfies, 
inextricable  difficulties,  and  affedled  umbrages  of  moll 
writers,  who  never  durll  peep  over  the  mountains  of  re¬ 
ceived  opinion,  or  if  they  did,  they  fearfully  or  rnali- 
cioully  hid  their  difcoveries  from  the  reft  of  mortals.  I 
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tell  thee,  as  God  is  eternal,  there  cannot  be  affigned  as 
inilant  of  time  wherein  the  world  did  not  exirt  ;  for  the 
firft  matter  flows  as  naturally  from  kis  effence  as  light 
from  the  fun. 

If  thou  adoreft  any  other  God  but  this,  thou  wilt  be 
found  in  the  number  of  idolators  and  infidels,  who  pa^ 
divine  honours  to  certain  mighty  angels,  archite&s,  as 
they  believe,  of  the  univerfe. 

They  behold  houfes,  caftles,  and  great  cities  built  by 
mortals,  and  at  a  certain  period  ruined  by  fire,  water, 
earthquakes,  or  other  accidents,  or  deftroyed  by  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  war;  from  hence  they  form  a  notion  of  the 
world’s  original  and  cataftrophe.  They  confider  the  ani¬ 
mals,  plants,  and  minerals  ;  that  every  individual  perifhes 
in  time ;  and  that  even  in  the  heavens  there  are  ftrong 
fymptoms  of  corruption  and  alteration  ;  hence  they  coi¬ 
led  arguments  to  prove  the  weaknefs  and  decay  of  uni- 
verfal  nature,  which  they  vainly  compare  to  the  life  of  a 
man,  a  beaft,  or  a  tree  ;  and  as  thefe  have  their  appoint¬ 
ed  feafons  of  birth,  growth,  maturity,  decay,  and  death, 
fo  it  is  with  the  univerfe. 

But  all  this  is  fophiftry  ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  favourably, 
we  ought  to  charge  it  to  the  account  of  fhort  medita¬ 
tion  ;  for  though  the  individuals  of  all  kinds  are  changed, 
ceafe,  and  difappear  at  their  appointed  periods,  yet  the 
fpecies  or  kinds  themfelves  remain  for  ever  before  our 
eyes.  As  raft  as  one  man  dies,  another  is  born  ;  and  fo 
it  is  with  the  brutes  ;  and  the  feafons  of  tire  year  in  their 
proper  courfe  renew  all  the  vegetables :  We  find  the  ele¬ 
ments,  the  fun,  moon,  ftars,  and  earth  remain  unchange¬ 
able  ;  and  why  then  fhould  we  think  they  were  not  al¬ 
ways  fo,  and  will  not  continue  fo  for  ever  ?  Or  if  this  be 
too  bold  a  ftretch,  let  us  conceive  them  at  leaft  much 
more  ancient  and  durable  than  they  are  generally  thought 
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to  be  ;  and  if  thefe  greater  beings  (ball  undergo  a  change 
in  their  outward  forms,  we  may  yet  believe  their  fub- 
dances  will  remain  for  ever. 

But  whether  corporeal  beings  are  thus  lading  or  no, 
we  have  fomething  in  us  that  can  never  perifh  :  Out 
fouls  are  immortal,  and  need  not  the  embalming  of  Egypt 
to  preferve  them  from  corruption. 

Therefore,  dear  Mehemet,  fince  we  are  deftined  to 
live  for  ever  in  one  date  or  other,  let  us  not  fear  death, 
which  is  but  a  minute’s  Humber,  a  (hort  trance,  out  of 
which  we  (hall  immediately  awake,  to  increafe  our  know¬ 
ledge  and  experience  of  thofe  my  (ten  os  and  fecrets  in  na¬ 
ture,  which  at  prefent  are  hid  from  us.  In  a  word,  let 
us  live  like  philofopher6,  and  then  we  may  hope  to  die 
with  the  fame  equanimity  of  fpirit  as  he  did,  who  in  his 
lad  agonies,  being  aiked  by  his  friend,  “  Where  was  all 
his  philofophy  now  ?”  Anfwered,  “  I  am  jud  entering 
•n  a  new  difcovery  concerning  the  nature  of  fait.”  And 
with  that  word  he  expired. 

Paris,  Jth  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 


XII. — To  the  Mojl  Venerable  Mufti. 

If  the  public  feditions  ffiould  always  continue,  or  be  as 
frequently  renewed  as  they  have  lately  been  at  Condan- 
tinople,  and  if  their  effects  (hall  be  equally  fatal  to  the 
grandees  as  has  been  this  lad  horrid  mutiny  of  the  fol- 
diers,  to  congratulate  any  man’s  rife  to  an  eminent  dig. 
nity,  will  be  but  to  flatter  him,  and  addreffes  of  this  na¬ 
ture  mud  be  edeemed  no  better  than  mock  compliments, 
civil  infults,  and  fafhionable  farcafms  ;  flnce,  at  this  rate, 
great  honours  ought  to  be  looked  on  no  otherwife  but  as 
direft  advances  ?nd  nearer  approaches  to  infamy  and 
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death,  when  a  man  is  exalted  from  an  obfcure  faftnefs 
and  humble  fecurity  to  the  glorious  hazard  of  a  precipi¬ 
tate  fall. 

It  is  therefore  when  I  come  to  kifs  the  dull  cf  thy 
feet  among  the  crowd  of  true  believers,  and  to  welcome 
thee  to  the  moft  facred  and  fublime  vicarfhip  on  earth,  I 
draw  near  with  an  indifference  fuitable  to  a  muffulman, 
wifhing  thee  not  more  joy  than  fafety  in  that  myfterious 
ftation,  but  fuch  a  temperament  of  both  as  is  due  to  thy 
fan&ity  and  incorrupt  adtions.  In  a  word,  I  wifh  thee 
a  perpetual  immunity  from  thy  predeceflor’s  temptations, 
and  from  his  crimes,  and  then  thou  needeft  not  fear  his 
misfortune  and  dii'grace. 

JLet  not  what  I  have  faid  pafs  for  an  argument  of  dif- 
refpect  and  undutifulnefs  to  the  heir  of  prophetic  and  a- 
poftolic  revelation,  the  great  patriarch  of  the  faithful.  I 
reverence  both  thy  office  and  perfon,  yet  am  commanded 
to  avoid  flattery  and  partial  addreffes  when  I  write  to  the 
greatefl:  fages  in  the  empire ;  and  had  not  this  injunction 
been  laid  on  me,  my  own  natural  temper  would  prompt 
me  to  fhun  that  vice  which  renders  a  man  fo  much  lefs 
than  himfelf,  by  how  much  he  exalts  another  above  his 
due. 

I  have  often  propofed  to  thy  predeceffor  the  mighty 
benefit  that  would  redound  to  the  whole  Ottoman  em¬ 
pire,  if  learning  were  more  encouraged,  and  the  hiftories 
of  foreign  nations  were  tranflated  into  the  familiar  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  mufiulmans. 

It  is,  that  thofe  who  are  deftined  to  fubdue  all  things, 
and  have  already  fpread  their  glorious  conquefts  through 
the  greatefl;  part  of  the  earth,  fhould  be  acquainted  with 
the  tranfaftions  of  former  times,  the  wars  of  illuilrious 
and  brave  heroes,  the  rife  and  fall  of  ancient  kingdoms, 
and,  in  general,  the  moft  noted  revolutions  in  the  world. 
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From  fuch  records  our  generals  and  military  men  may 
draw  examples  of  fortitude  and  patience,  conduct  and 
prudence,  in  all  the  fatigues  and  difficulties  of  war  ;  our 
ftatefmen  may  improve  their  knowledge  in  all  the  maxims 
of  policy  and  wifdom  requilite  in  time  of  peace  ;  in  fine, 
men  of  all  conditions  may  learn  the  precepts  of  morality 
and  virtue. 

Methinks  it  is  pity,  that  we  who  poffefs  the  territories 
of  the  ancient  Grecians,  the  kingdoms  of  Corinth,  and 
the  Argives,  the  commonwealth  of  Athens  and  Lacede- 
mon,  the  empire  of  Macedon  and  the  ftate  of  the  Jews, 
ffiould  be  ignorant  of  the  laws  by  which  thefe  divers 
countries  were  of  old  governed,  and  the  charadters,  lives, 
and  adlions  of  their  firft  lawgivers,  and  fucceeding  gover¬ 
nors. 

But  if  thou  (halt  determine,  that  the  knowledge  of 
thefe  remote  affairs  is  fuperfluous  and  unneceffary  for 
true  believers,  let  them  at  leaft  not  be  ignorant  iu  their 
own  hiflory,  and  the  original  of  their  progenitors. 

It  is  true  we  Arabians  have  all  along  taken  care  of  our 
genealogies,  every  family  and  tribe  being  diligent  to  pre- 
ferve  the  memory  of  their^anceftors ;  and  all  concur  with 
an  unanimous  zeal  to  regifler  the  holy  lineage  of  Maho¬ 
met,  the  meffenger  of  God*;  fo  that  we  can  from  his  fa¬ 
ther  Abdalla  run  up  in  a  diredf  paternal  line  to  Caydar, 
the  fecond  fon  of  Ifmael,  on  whom  be  the  benedidtions 
of  God.  We  are  not  ignorant  how  this  Caydar  (from 
whom  the  noble  Corel's  derive  their  pedigree)  firft  fettled 
at  Mecca,  in  pure  devotion  to  the  fquare  temple,  which 
was  built  by  angels,  when  he  might  as  well  have  chofen 
the  more  fertile  plains  of  Medea,  Perfia,  and  Affyria,  as 
did  his  brethren  Doama,  Naphis,  and  Redma.  But  he 
forefaw,  by  his  fkill  in  aftrology,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
tliofe  regions  would  be  idolaters ;  and  fo  it  came  to  pafs, 
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for  they  were  in  the  number  of  thofe  who  adored  the 
fire.  For  the  fame  reafon,  he  chofe  not  for  his  feat  Ar¬ 
menia,  though  that  country  be  renowned  for  the  refting 
©f  Noah’s  ark  on  Mount  Geudis,  and  the  famous  city 
Themanine,  being  the  firft  city  built  after  the  deluge  by 
the  eighty  who  efcaped  in  the  ark ;  but  Caydar  knew 
that  the  people  of  that  province  fhould  worihip  the  fun, 
and  it  was  verified  in  the  pofterity  of  his  brethren  Nab- 
fam  and  Mafna.  Therefore  he  chofe  Mecca,  though  a 
barren  country,  becaufe  he  knew  it  was  the  feat  predef¬ 
ined  to  the  eledl  lineage,  the  generation  of  juft  men  and 
prophets,  from  whom  was  to  fpring  the  light  of  the 
world,  Mahomet,  who  in  paradife  is  called  A1  Batrafim, 
and  in  heaven  Achmet. 

Caydar  was  the  only  fon  of  Ifmael  who  took  part  with 
his  father,  and  followed  his  example,  worfhipping  one 
God,  creator  of  the  worlds,  as  he  had  learned  by  tradi¬ 
tion  from  Abrahim  the  beloved  of  the  Eternal ;  whereas 
Mabayeth,  Abdael,  Thema,  and  the  reft  of  the  twelve, 
either  adored  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  or  the  elements, 
except  Jackour,  who  paid  divine  honours  to  the  true  Bet- 
lemer,  and  Hadal  and  Maffa,  who  facrificed  beafts  t® 
the  idols  Bohinun  and  Alleze. 

And  as  our  hiftorians  have  been  thus  particularly  exadft 
in  recording  the  affairs  of  the  twelve  fons  of  Itmael,  fo 
have  they  fhowed  themfelves  no  lefs  precife  in  relating 
the  tranfadlions  of  the  twelve  tribes  which  defcended 
from  them,  even  down  to  the  prefer.!  age. 

I  do  r.ot  infill  on  this,  to  teach  thee  fomething  where¬ 
of  thou  art  ignorant,  but  to  put  thee  in  mind  of  the  be-, 
nefit  and  advantage,  befides  the  vaft  delight  which  ac¬ 
crues  to  a  nation,  by  thus  preferving  the  memoirs  of 
their  anceftors,  in  which  my  countrymen  have  exceeded 
the  fidelity  and  care  of  all  ether  people. 
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Had  it  not  been  for  the  induftry  of  Arabian  writers, 
tire  hiftory  of  the  whole  Saracen  empire,  the  fucceflion 
©f  the  caliphs,  with  their  wars  and  conquefts,  would  have 
been  either  quite  loft  to  this  age,  or  at  leaft  much  de¬ 
praved  and  falfified  by  the  malice  of  Chriftian  and  Per- 
fian  authors,  both  equally  enemies  to  the  truth;  by  which 
it  is  evident,  that  every  nation  ought  to  regifter  their 
own  tranfadtions. 

What,  therefore,  I  chiefly  aim  at  is,  that  the  glorious 
Ofmans,  who  have  by  their  valour  entered  into  the  pof- 
fcfiions  and  territories  of  many  ancient  nations,  might 
alfo  be  acquainted  with  the  hiftories  of  thofe  people 
whofe  lands  they  enjoy  ;  but  above  all,  I  wifh,  that  af¬ 
ter  they  have  found  a  way  to  fo  much  wealth  and  ho¬ 
nour,  they  would  not  lofe  themfelves,  and  their  own  ori¬ 
ginal. 

I  fpeak  of  the  Turks,  properly  fo  called,  the  descend¬ 
ants  of  the  Scythians,  who  by  fome  were  efteemed  the 
moft  ancient  nation  on  earth  ;  a  people  formed  by  nature 
for  the  empire  of  the  world  ;  were  never  conquered  them¬ 
felves,  yet  fpread  their  viftories  over  all  Alia.  They 
routed  Zopyrio,  a  general  of  Alexander  the  Great  ;  and 
drove  back  a  huffing  King  of  Egypt,  with  fhame  and 
lofs,  to  his  own  country  ;  in  fine,  they  were  a  people  na¬ 
turally  juft,  temperate,  hardy,  and  endowed  with  all  the 
excellent  qualities  which  the  philofophy  of  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  could  never  inipire  into  their  fubjedts,  though 
they  aimed  at  it. 

Thefe  were  the  people,  O  oracle  of  believers,  from 
whom  the  prefent  Turks  defeend  ;  and  is  it  not  a  fhame 
that  they  can  give  no  other  account  of  their  anceftors, 
but  w’hat  they  borrow  from  the  Chriftians,  who  in  the 
mean  time  reproach  the  muffulnrans  with  ignorance  and 
barbarifni  ? 

I 
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It  is  for  this  reafoH  I  renew  the  fame  requeft  to  thee, 
which  I  often  made  to  thy  predeceffor,  that  learning  may 
be  encouraged :  Let  all  the  ancient  records,  and  hiilories 
of  the  Greeks  and  Romans  be  fought  out  and  tranflated, 
byr  men  Ikilful  in  languages,  into  the  familiar  fpeech  of 
the  Ottomans :  Some,  I  know,  are  already  common  a- 
mong  the  grandees,  as  Herodotus,  Plutarch,  and  others ; 
but  let  not  any  credible  writer  be  wanting. 

In  doing  this,  thou  wilt  put  a  check  to  the  feoffs  of 
infidels,  augment  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  mufiul- 
mans,  and  leave  an  immortal  name  behind  thee  on  earth  ; 
which  will  make  thy  joys  in  paradife  more  fweet  to  an 
infinity,  of  ages. 

Paris,  19th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 


XIII. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

All  Europe,  except  the  French  and  Swedes,  hangs 
down  the  head  for  the  death  of  the  German  emperor  : 
He  went  to  the  immortals  on  the  2d  day  of  this  moon, 
after  a  long  fit  of  ficknefs,  and  forty-nine  years  life  on 
earth. 

Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  the  agent  of  the  Porte  at  Vienna, 
informs  me,  that  on  the  fame  day  w'hereon  the  emperor 
died,  the  imperial  palace  took  fire  on  a  fudden,  and  with 
fuch  impetuefity,  that  a  great  part  of  it  was  prefently 
confirmed,  and  the  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  the 
emperor’s  fon,  narrowly  efcaped  with  his  life.  This  is 
efteemed  a  bad  omen  to  the  empire  ;  and,  without  being 
fuperftitious,  I  can  alfure  thee,  that  Germany  is  in  a 
very  bad  condition  at  this  junfture  :  The  electors  are  fo 
divided  on  the  fcore  of  religion,  and  their  fecular  in- 
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terefts  and  alliance':,  that  in  all  probability  they  will  not 
with  eafe  decide  the  fuccefiion. 

The  Duke  of  Brandenburgh  having  united  himfelf  to 
the  Swedes,  will  not  confent  to  the  inftalling  Leopoldus 
Ignatius  Jofephus,  the  emperor’s  fon,  becaufe  that  prince 
fupports  the  caufe  of  the  Poles  and  Danes :  The  Pala¬ 
tine  of  Heydelberg  and  Duke  of  Bavaria  are  at  odds  a- 
bout  their  private  pretenfions  :  The  Duke  of  Saxony 
would  fain  be  emperor  himfelf,  or  have  one  at  leaft  of 
the  Lutheran  religion  :  And  the  reft  are  10  incenfed  a- 
gainft  the  Houfe  of  Auftiia,  that  it  is  thought  none  but 
the  ecclefiaftic  princes  will  vote  for  the  King  of  Plungary 
and  Bohemia  :  So  that  there  being  no  king  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans  to  claim  the  fuccefiion  by  the  laws  of  the  empire, 
the  throne  is  like  to  be  vacant  yet  a  while. 

Cardinal  Mazarini,  who  watches  all  opportunities  to 
aggrandife  his  mafter,  has  difpatched  away  feveral  cou¬ 
riers  into  Germany,  to  negotiate  privately  with  the  elec¬ 
tors,  and  concert  thofe  meafures  which  will  be  moft  for 
the  intereft  of  France  ;  and  I  tell  thee  this  minifter  has 
no  fmall  influence  on  the  Eleiior  of  Colen,  and  Prince 
Palatine  of  the  Rhine  ;  befides,  thou  wilt  fay,  he  goes 
the  right  way  to  work,  when  thou  (halt  know  that  he 
makes  ufe  of  the  French  gold  to  compafs  his  defigns. 

No  fooner  did  the  news  of  the  emperor’s  death  arrive 
at  this  court,  but  it  was  obferved  the  cardinal  took  up 
a  hundred  thoufand  piftoles  of  the  public  bankers  in 
this  city ;  and  every  body  guefled  how  it  would  be  dif- 
pofed. 

The  Portuguefe  ambafiador  at  this  court  has  caufed 
extraordinary  fire- works  to  be  played  on  the  river  Seine, 
before  the  palace  of  the  king,  in  honour  of  his  mafter’s 
coronation,  the  young  King  of  Portugal.  But  the  Spa¬ 
niards  are  preparing  more  deftruftive  fire-works  on  the 
VoL  V . 
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frontiers  of  that  kingdom,  being  ready  to  enter  it  with 
an  army  of  fixteen  thoufand  men,  to  recover  the  Portu- 
guefe  crown. 

In  fending  thee  thefe  intelligences,  fage  minifter,  I  am 
not  concerned  for  the  infidels.  Who  dies  or  who  lives, 
who  rifes  or  who  falls,  is  all  one  to  Mahmut,  provided 
the  Grand  Seignior’s  health,  life,  and  happinefs  be  aug¬ 
mented  :  And  this  I  fpeak  as  an  Arabian,  and  true  be¬ 
liever. 

Paris,  30th  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 


XIV. — To  Raba  Mahomet,  General  of  the  Ottoman 
Forces ,  at  his  Camp  near  Adrlanople. 

1  he  facred  empire  of  true  believers  is  befet  at  this  time 
with  infidels,  rebels,  and  heretics.  Here  are  many  ru¬ 
mours  fpread  abroad,  concerning  the  Perfians,  and  the 
intereft  they  have  in  the  bafi'a  and  citizens  of  Babylon. 
They  talk  alfo  that  fome  malcontents  defign  things  which 
oujrht  not  to  be  named. 

O 

God  has  given  me  two  ears,  and  I  hear  thefe  difcourfes 
with  both,  but  I  entertain  them  with  one  unchangeable 
judgment,  that  they  are  only  the  whifpers  of  fame,  which 
has  a  thoufand  double  tongues.  If  it  be  true,  that  the 
four  chiaufes,  who  were  difpatched  to  Babylon  from  the 
Grand  Seignior,  to  confirm  the  inhabitants  of  that  city 
in  their  allegiance,  and  allure  them  of  fpeedy  fuccours, 
were  murdered  by  the  difloyal  citizens,  I  doubt  not  but 
it  is  as  true,  that  the  plague  has  confumed  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Red-heads,  in  their  camp  at  Aranfacat.  What 
though  thefe  Babylonian  mongrels  cry,  “  Long  live  the 
King  of  Perfia  !”  the  reft  of  the  empire,  with  true  zeal 
and  devotion,  pray  for  the  health  and  piofperity  of  the 
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Grand  Seignior.  What  though  the  fultan  has-  fworn  by 
God  and  his  throne,  by  the  heavens  and  earth,  that  lie 
will  go  againft  the  Venetians  in  perfon  !  the  mufti  can 
eaiily  abfolve  him  in  cafe  of  fupreme  neceflity,  when  his 
prefence  is  requifite  againft  the  more  accurfed  Kyfil- 
bafchi. 

It  is  probable  the  Ofman  monarchy  may  be  much  em- 
barraffed  by  domeftic  troubles  and  foreign  wars  ;  yet  he 
that  founded  it,  and  is  the  confervator  of  ages,  will  out 
of  thefe  very  diftempers  and  evils  produce  a  good  confti- 
tution  of  health  in  the  ftate,  and  a  firmer  eftabliffiment 
againft  all  enemies. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  Venetians  are  very  bufy  in  their 
levies  at  home,  and  in  making  interefts  abroad.  Couriers 
are  perpetually  polling  up  and  down  Chriftendom  to  and 
from  that  city.  They  would  willingly  have  all  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  Europe  fuperfeded  for  their  fakes.  Every  where 
it  is  whifpered  there  is  fome  grand  defign  on  foot  a- 
gainft  the  Turks,  but  nobody  knows  what.  And  I  tell 
thee,  France,  Spain,  Germany,  Poland,  Sweden,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Nazarene  kingdoms,  are  too  much  entangled 
among  themfelves  to  have  any  thoughts  of  meddling  with 
remote  affairs. 

The  Poles  would  have  had  the  German  eniperor  take 
that  crown  in  vafialage,  on  condition  of  protefting  it 
from  the  Swedes  ;  but  whilft  the  emperor  was  alive,  he 
weighed  the  difficulties,  and  refufed  fo  chargeable  an  of¬ 
fer.  Now  he  is  lately  dead,  and  the  empire  is  hardly 
capable  to  defend  itfelf. 

Differences  are  newly  rifen  between  the  Duke  of  Ba¬ 
varia,  and  the  Eleftor  Palatine  of  Hydelberg,  each  claim¬ 
ing  the  right  to  be  vicar  of  the  empire  during  the  va¬ 
cancy,  and  they  are  preparing  on  both  fides  to  difpute 
the  matter  with  the  fwoid  ;  whilft  the  King  of  Sweden 
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frniles  fecretly  at  their  inteftiue  quarrels,  refolving  to  be 
revenged  on  Germany  for  the  alfiftance  they  have  given 
to  Cafimir  King  of  Poland. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  Danes  are  arming  and  equip¬ 
ping  by  fea  ar.d  land,  to  demand  juftice  of  the  Swedes  : 
Whilft  the  cunning  Mufcovite  Hands  aloft,  amufing  ail 
parties  with  fpecious  pretexts,  but  defigning  only  to  play 
his  own  game,  and  efpoufe  that  quarrel  which  will  bring 
him  moft  booty.  Prince  Ragotiki  promifes  fair  to  the 
Swedes,  but  it  is  thought  will  prove  falfe  in  the  end. 
The  councils  of  thefe  uncircumcifed  are  full  of  treachery'; 
they  are  infatuated,  blinded,  and  know  not  what  they 
do. 

The  cafe  is  as  bad  in  Spain,  where  the  king  is  making 
vail  preparations  to  enter  Portugal,  and  claim  that  crown, 
hoping  to  make  advantage  of  their  domeftic  factions  fince 
the  death  of  Don  Juan  de  Braganza,  the  late  Portuguefe 
King  ;  not  confidering  that  the  French  are  like  to  find 
him  work  enough  in  Italy,  Flanders,  and  Catalonia,  be- 
ftd.es  the  continual  damages  he  receives  by  fea  from  the 
Englifh,  and  the  Ioffes  he  fuftains  in  America.  I  tell 
thee,  in  a  word,  all  Europe  is  at  this  time  in  fuch  a 
hurly-burly,  that  they  have  110  Ieifure  to  attend  our  mo¬ 
tions  in  the  Eaft,  every  kingdom  and  ffate  being  wholly 
bufied  in  their  own  affairs,  and  Venice  can  rely  on  no¬ 
thing  but  her  own  ftrength.  Go  on  then,  brave  general 
of  the  army,  deftined  to  chaftife  thefe  infidels,  and  let 
nothing  difeourage  thee  from  purfuing  the  aims  of  ho¬ 
nour  and  religion  :  Let  the  proud  Franks  know  that  there 
is  a  fword  drawn  in  the  Eaft,  which  will  never  be  put  up, 
till  it  has  not  only  cut  off  the  exterior  members,  but  even 
ripped  up  the  bowels  of  the  weftern  empire. 

The  inhabitants  of  Sicily  are  in  great  conflernation, 
by  reafon  of  a  freih  eruption  of  fire  from  Mount  Etna, 
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or  Mount  Gi'oe!,  whereby  the  city  Catanea,  and  adjacent 
parts,  are  much  in  danger,  and  the  afhes  are  fcattered  all 
over  the  ifland.  This  mountain  has  at  times  flamed  forth 
in  an  extraordinary  manner  from  immemorable  ages,  and 
in  all  probability  will  continue  to  do  fo  till  the  day  of 
judgment. 

There  is  like  to  be  a  new  quarrel  between  France  and 
Holland,  the  latter  complaining,  that  they  have  had  a- 
bove  three  hundred  merchant  ihips  taken  from  them  by 
the  French  within  thefe  feven  years  ;  upon  which  they 
have  Hopped  two  veflels  belonging  to  this  kingdom,  and 
mifunderftandings  increafe  apace  between  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  German  court  is  preparing  to 
choofe  a  new  emperor  :  His  fon  is  the  perfon  defigned 
for  this  dignity,  if  the  eleftors  do  not  oppofe  it.  His 
name  is  Leopoldus  Ignatius  Jofephus,  King  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia :  He  lies  fick  of  a  dangerous  difeafe,  not 
lefs  loathfome  than  the  plague. 

And  now  I  have  mentioned  this  fcourge  of  God,  it 
will  not  be  amifs  to  inform  thee,  that  in  Rome  and  Na¬ 
ples,  where  it  has  raged  thefe  eleven  moons,  and  has  de- 
ftroyed  an  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  people,  it  is  not 
now  to  be  heard  of ;  commerce  is  reftored  ;  public  courts 
fit ;  ambafladors  have  audience ;  and  all  things  run  in  their 
wonted  channel :  Yet  in  Genoa  they  feel  it  ft  ill. 

The  fouls  of  thefe  infidels  are  infedled  with  an  infer¬ 
nal  peftilence,  and  therefore  God  rains  curfes  on  them, 
whilft  the  elecl  in  all  nations  are  preferved  from  all  evil, 
being  marked  in  the  forehead  by  the  angel  of  health. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 
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kV. — To  Cara  Hali,  Phyjician  to  the  Grand  Seignior. 

I  have  encountered  a  paffage  in  the  hiftory  of  the  firft 
caliphs,  which  a  little  entangles  me.  My  faith  is  dif- 
jointed.  Thou  knoweft  we  muffulmans  believe,  that  Abu 
Becre  was  the  true  fucceffor  of  the  prophet ;  yet  when 
I  confder  that  he  attained  the  fovereignty  by  furprife, 
without  the  confent  of  the  muffulmans,  I  know  not  what 
to  think  of  it. 

After  the  death  of  the  meiTenger  of  God,  the  inha¬ 
bitants-  of  Mecca  and  Medina  raifed  a  fedition,  and  took 
no  arms,  each  challenging  the  right  of  election  to  thern- 
ielves;  when  to  prevent  the  ill  confequences  of  this  tu¬ 
mult,  Abu  Becre  and  Omar  immediately  came  to  them, 
and,  to  end  the  controverfy,  Omar  ftretching  forth  his 
hand  to  Abu  Becre,  fainted  him  caliph,  and  lifting  up 
his  hand  to  Heaven,  fwore  allegiance  to  him  ;  which  ex¬ 
ample  fuddenly  prevailed  on  others,  and  fo  the  tumult 
was  appeafed.  Yet  Omar  himfelf  feemed  to  repent  of 
what  he  had  done  ;  for  a  while  after  he  was  heard  to  fay, 
<£  Affuredly  the  inauguration  of  Abu  Becre  was  a  ralh 
unadvifed  thing  ;  God  avert  the  evil  which  may  refult 
from  it.  But  let  it  be  a  law,  that  if  any  one  hereafter 
fhall  prefume  to  do  as  I  have  done,  and  fwear  fealty  to 
another,  without  the  alfent  of  the  muffulmans,  he  (hall 
be  put  to  death.” 

But  that  which  is  of  greateff  moment  with  me,  is, 
that  Ali  Eben  Abi  Taleb,  the  fon-in-law  of  the  prophet, 
was  not  prefent  at  this  eledfion,  who  had  as  much  right 
to  the  caliphate  as  any  of  them,  if  not  more  ;  at  leak 
he  had  a  right  to  vote  :  And  when  he  firft  heard  the 
news,  he  protefted  againft  what  they  had  done  as  null 
and  invalid,  in  regard  they  had  not  confulted  him.  Cer¬ 
tainly  Ali  Eben  Abi  Taleb  was  a  matchlefs  hero,  per- 
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forming  miracles  of  valour  in  defence  of  the  prophet. 
When  he  befieged  Chaibar,  a  city  of  the  Jews,  he  took 
the  gates  of  die  city  from  off  their  hinges,  and  ufed 
them  as  his  fnield  ;  when  he  brandiihed  his  glittering 
fword,  he  made  his  enemies  tremble.  I  will  fay  no  more 
in  his  praife,  left  thou  (houldelt  conclude,  I  have  lifted 
myfelf  in  the  number  of  the  Kyfilbafchi.  What  I  write 
is  only  by  way  of  fcrutiny,  being  diftatisfkd  about  thefe 
tilings. 

So  when  Abu  Becre  lay  on  his  deathbed,  he  called  for 
Othman  Eben  Aphan,  the  fcribe,  and  bid  him  write  as 
follows  ;  “  In  the  name  of  God,  gracious  and  merciful, 
this  is  the  teftament  of  Abdollah  Eben  Abu  Kohapha, 
when  he  was  arrived  to  the  laft  hour  of  this  world,  and 
the  firft  of  the  world  to  come.”  Then  he  fell  into  a 
trance,  while  Othman  proceeded,  and  wrote  the  name  of 
Omar  Eb’no’l  Chattab.  Then  Abu  Becre  awaked,  and 
ailting  Othman  “  Whom  he  had  named  for  his  fucceffor?” 
he  replied,  “  Omar.”  “  Thou  haft  done  well  (faid  he), 
and  according  to  my  mind ;  yet  if  thou  hadft  named 
thyfelf,  afturedly  thou  art  worthy  of  the  honour.”  Thus 
Omar  fucceeded  in  the  caliphate,  by  the  private  order  of 
Abu  Becre,  without  alking  the  confent  of  the  mufful- 
mans.  It  looks  like  a  contrivance  or  bargain  between 
thofe  two  at  firft ;  when  Omar  fwore  fealty  to  Abu 
Becre,  one  would  fufpedl  he  made  him  promife  to  be¬ 
queath  the  caliphate  to  him.  Be  it  how  it  will,  thou 
feeft  Omar  accepted  the  government,  on  conditions  which 
he  himfelf  had  made  unlawful,  when  he  prohibited  any 
fuccefiion  that  Ihould  be  made  without  the  confent  of  the 
muflulmans.  He  was  the  firft  that  was  called  Amiro’l- 
mumenin,  or  commander  of  the  faithful. 

It  is  reported,  that  when  Omar  was  near  his  death, 
thofe  that  flood  about  him  defired  him  to  name  his  fuc- 
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ceffor ;  they  themfelves  recommended  Ali  Eben  Abi  Ta- 
leb,  becaufe  of  his  relation  to  the  prophet ;  but  he  re¬ 
jected  him,  and  committed  the  election  of  his  fucceffor 
to  Othman,  A'li,  Telha,  Azobair,  Abu  Obeid,  and  Saad 
Eben  Abi  Wakka.  Abu  Obeid  therefore  coming  to 
Ali  Eben  Abi  Taleb,  faid  thus  to  him,  “  Art  thou  he 
to  whom  I  may  fwear  fidelity,  that  thou  wilt  a£t  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  book  of  God,  and  the  laws  of  his  prophet, 
and  the  conftitutions  of  the  two  feniors  ?”  Ali  anfwered, 
“  I  will  ever  act  according  to  the  book  of  God,  and  the 
law  of  his  prophet ;  but  as  to  the  conftitutions  of  the 
two  feniors,  I  will  follow  my  own  counfel.”  Then  Abu 
Obeid  going  to  Othman,  faid  the  fame  words ;  and  Oth¬ 
man  promifed  to  perform  all  that  they  required.  So 
they  chofe  Othman  to  fucceed  Omar  in  the  caliphate. 
He  was  accufed  of  too  great  partiality  to  thofe  of  his 
blood ;  for  he  recalled  Hacem  Ebno’l  As  Eb’n  Omaih, 
whom  the  prophet  had  banifhed.  He  gave  him  alfo  an 
hundred  thoufand  afpers,  and  to  Abdella  Eb’n  Chaled 
he  gave  forty  thoufand.  They  taxed  him  alfo  with  pride, 
in  that  he  fat  in  the  higheft  feat  of  the  prophetic  throne, 
where  none  but  the  holy  prophet  himfelf  had  ever  fat ; 
for  Abu  Becre,  in  reverence  to  the  meffenger  of  God, 
fat  one  ftep  below  it,  and  Omar  two.  So  that  the  Ara¬ 
bians  being  incenfed  at  Othman’s  arrogance,  and  other 
vices,  took  up  arms,  and  killed  him.  Then  fucceeded 

Ali. 

I  rehearfe  this  hiftory  to  thee,  that  thou  mayeft  know 
the  particular  grounds  of  my  diffatisfaftion,  and  give  me 
thy  opinion  in  this  matter.  For,  if  Abu  Beci'e,  Omar, 
and  Othman,  were  unlawfully  lifted  to  the  caliphate,  it 
follows  that  they  were  ufurpers,  and  Hali  the  only  true 
fucceffor  of  the  prophet.  And,  if  this  be  granted,  tiien 
we  have  no  reafon  to  curfe  the  Perfians,  who  are  the  fol- 
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lowers  of  Hali.  God  knows  which  is  in  the  right,  we 
or  they.  We  all  are  difciples  of  the  prophet,  and  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  unity  of  the  divine  efience.  God  blefs  Ma¬ 
homet  our  lawgiver,  with  all  thofe  of  his  houfe,  God 
blefs  Mahomet  our  glorious  fultan  :  In  fine,  God  blefs 
thee  and  me. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 


XVI.- — To  Cara  Mustapha,  Bnjfa. 

B  y  the  notices  which  I  receive  from  Conflantinople,  it- 
appears  that  the  ground  of  all  the  public  difcontents  in 
that  city  is  the  Venetians  conqueft  and  poflefiion  of  Te¬ 
redos  ;  as  if  the  people  thought  that  ifland  would  prove 
as  fatal  now  to  the  muflulmans  as  it  was  formerly  to  old 
Troy,  when  the  Grecians,  under  the  conduct  of  Aga¬ 
memnon,  pitched  their  firft  camp  there,  to  recover  He¬ 
lena,  the  fairefl  woman  of  Greece,  whom  Paris  the  Prince  - 
of  Troy  had  ravifhed  from  her  hufband’s  embraces. 

That  rape  was  fatal  to  the  Trojans ;  for,  after  a  ten 
years  war,  their  city  was  taken  by  ftratagem,  and  burnt 
to  afhes  ;  their  princes  and  nobles  either  all  flain,  or  car¬ 
ried  away  captives  by  the  victorious  Greeks ;  only  ALneas 
faved  his  father  alive,  carrying  him  on  his  back  out  of 
the  flames,  and  with  fome  other  commanders  efcaped  to 
fea,  in  fuch  veffels  as  they  found  ready.  The  hiftory  of 
all  his  adventures  is  too  tedious  for  a  letter  ;  fuffice  it  to 
fay,  that  after  many  voyages  from  one  region  to  another, 
at  laft  he  landed  in  Italy,  where  he  and  his  company  fet¬ 
tled  ;  and  from  them  the  Venetians,  with  other  people 
of  Europe,  derive  their  original. 

It  is  this  makes  their  prefent  poflefiion  of  Tenedos  ap¬ 
pear  as  an  ill  omen  in  the  eyes  of  the  fuperflitious  ;  as  if. 
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thofe  relics  of  ancient  Troy  were  now  come  to  recover 
the  habitations  of  their  fathers,  and  drive  both  Greeks 
and  muffulmans  out  of  the  empire. 

But  thefe  are  only  chimeras  and  dreams  ;  for  when  a 
nation  is  once  difplanted  from  their  native  feat,  they  fel» 
dom  or  never  take  root  there  again  :  Beiides,  who  knows 
whether  the  Venetians  defeend  from  Troy  or  no  ?  It  is 
true,  indeed,  if  hiftorians  fpeak  truth,  that  ./Eneas  fail¬ 
ed  into  Italy  two  years  after  the  burning  of  Troy;  it  is 
probable  alfo,  that  he  built  Lavinium,  as  Padua  is  aferib- 
ed  to  Antenor,  one  of  his  captains.  But  where  is  the 
confequence,  that  the  Venetians  (hould  therefore  be  the 
offspring  of  thefe  heroic  fugitives  ?  They  may  as  well  fay 
the  French  are  the  poflerity  of  the  Moors,  becaufe  thofe 
Africans  once  feated  themfelves  in  Spain  ;  for  juft  fo  in¬ 
dependent  are  the  ftates  of  Italy  one  of  another,  and 
their  inhabitants  of  as  different  genealogies,  as  are  thefe 
two  potent  kingdoms,  with  the  people  that  dwell  in 
them. 

And  now  the  Trojan  war  is  in  my  mind,  I  cannot  but 
fmile  at  the  egregious  folly  of  Ajax,  the  fon  of  Tela¬ 
mon.  This  was  a  great  commander  in  the  Grecian  army, 
a  huge,  brawny,  giant-like  fellow,  that  had  performed 
prodigies  of  ftrength  and  valour  in  combating  the  Tro¬ 
jans,  and  yet  at  laft  fell  upon  his  own  fword  and  killed 
himfelf,  becaufe  he  could  not  have- his  will  of  Ulyffcs  ; 
and  all  about  an  old  rufty  buckler,  taken  from  the  ene¬ 
my,  which  Ajax  claimed  as  his  right,  in  reward  of  his 
meritorious  fervices,  and  the  many  fears  he  had  received ; 
but  Ulyffes  overruled  the  council  of  war,  which  was 
called  on  purpofe  to  decide  this  quarrel,  and  got  the 
ihield  himfelf ;  for  being  a  cunning  plaufible  fellow',  he 
pleaded,  that  though  the  courage  and  brave  actions  of 
Ajax  deferved  all  due  honour  and  acknowledgment,  yet 
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the  furprife  of  Troy,  and  ending  the  war,  was  only  ow¬ 
ing  to  his  wit  and  contrivance,  who  deluded  the  Trojans 
with  a  wooden  horfe,  in  the  belly  of  which  lay  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  armed  men  ;  and  thefe,  after  the  horfe  was  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  city,  came  out  of  their  neft  in  the  dead 
of  the  night,  and  fet  fire  to  the  houfes,  opening  the  gates 
alfo  to  the  Grecian  army. 

If  the  Venetians  could  invent  feme  fuch  ftratagem, 
perhaps  there  would  be  danger  of  their  taking  Conftan- 
tinople  ;  but  till  then,  iiluftrious  bafifa,  there  is  no  reafon 
to  fear  thefe  infidels  ;  befides  it  will  be  very  eafy  to  dif- 
poffefs  them  of  that  ominous  ifland,  and  fo  diffipate  the 
charm  which  has  bewdtehed  the  feditious  rabble.  But  I 
would  counfel,  that  it  be  attempted  in  time,  before  the 
Venetians  are  got  into  the  Hellefpont  with  their  navy  ; 
for  there  is  no  fuccefs  againft  thefe  infidels  by  fea.  T  hat 
element,  it  feems,  is  the  wife  of  the  Duke  of  Venice, 
being  efpoufed  with  a  ring  and  other  folemn  ceremonies, 
on  a  certain  feftival  of  the  Nazarenes. 

One  wrould  think  alfo,  that  the  Englifh  had  made  fuc- 
cefsful  love  to  the  fea,  for  their  navies  are  always  pro- 
fperous.  We  have  frefh  news  come  in  of  an  encounter 
between  them  and  cht  Spanifh  Weft  India  fleet,  near  the 
ifland  of  TenerifF,  wherein  there  were  feventeen  of  the 
Spanifh  {hips  funk  and  burnt,  and  among  them  were  five 
great  galleons.  They  took  from  them  an  immenfe  trea- 
fure  of  gold  and  filver,  with  ther  coftly  merchandife. 

The  French  court  rejoices  mightily  at  this  exploit,  not 
in  any  real  love  to  the  Englifh,  but  in  hatred  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  ;  for  between  thefe  two  nations  there  feems  to  be 
an  irreconcileable  antipathy.  Befides,  the  French  have 
reafon s  of  ft*te  for  their  joy',  being  in  league  w'ith  the: 
Englifh  commonwealth. 

That  which  renders  this  viiftory  the  more  remarkable*, 
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is,  that  it  was  obtained  in  a  Spanifh  harbour,  the  port  of 
Santa  Cruz  in  Teneriff.  Every  one  extols  the  Englifh 
commander  for  a  very  brave  perfon  ;  his  name  is  Blake. 
I  am  the  more  particular  in  this  relation,  becaufe  thou 
art  expert  in  marine  affairs,  having  had  the  command  of 
the  invincible  Ottoman  Armada. 

There  is  a  poll  newly  come  in  from  Germany,  who  in* 
forms  us,  that  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Prince  Ragotfki 
have  taken  the  ftrong  fort  of  Brzefki  Litenfki  from  the 
King  of  Poland. 

The  Portuguefe  ambaffador  at  this  court  preffes  the 
king  with  much  earneftnefs  to  fend  aids  to  his  matter,  in 
regard  the  Spaniards  are  actually  entered  into  Portugal, 
and  have  taken  Olivenza,  a  city  of  that  kingdom. 

I  formerly  acquainted  the  minifters  of  the  Divan,  that 
the  King  of  Spain  had  caufed  all  the  people  of  his  king¬ 
dom  to  be  numbered  ;  now  I  tell  thee  farther,  that  in 
order  to  carry  on  the  war  effectually  againft  Portugal, 
this  monarch  has  commanded  the  fifth  man  in  every  fa¬ 
mily  to  take  up  arms,  and  follow  the  campaign  ;  at  which 
rate,  they  fay  he  will  have  an  hundred  thoufand  men  in 
the  field. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  the  difcourfe  here  at  prefent  is 
concerning  the  fiege  of  Montmedi,  a  very  ftrong  place 
in  Flanders.  It  was  inverted  by  the  French  army  on  the 
I  ith  of  this  moon,  under  the  command  of  the  Marefchal 
de  la  Ferte  Seneterre. 

France  has  fent  a  great  many  brave  generals  into  the 
field  this  fummer  j  and  I  perceive  the  baffas  of  the  Ot¬ 
toman  empire  are  not  like  to  tarry  at  home.  God  infpire 
thee,  and  thy  equals,  with  a  refolution  which  knows  no 
medium  between  victory  and  a  glorious  death. 

Paris,  26th  cf  the  Sth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 
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XVII. — To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  al  Vienna. 

Th  e  beginning  of  thy  letter  furprifed  me  with  wonder, 
when  I  read  that  a  chiaus  from  the  Grand  Seignior,  the 
fovereign  of  fovereigns,  lord  of  three  empires,  and  five- 
and-twenty  kingdoms,  fhould  have  the  difhonour  not  to 
find  admittance  within  the  walls  of  Vienna,  and  that  in 
a  time  when  the  Germans  have  no  reafon  to  provoke  a 
foreign  war,  being  fufficiently  embarraffed  with  domeftic 
troubles  ;  but  when  I  read  farther,  and  perceived  that 
no  ambaffador,  not  even  of  the  Chriftian  princes,  has  any 
more  privilege  at  this  jun&ure,  and  that  it  is  an  eftablifh- 
ed  law  of  the  empire  thus  to  reverence  the  majefty  of 
their  deceafed  fovereign,  and  confult  the  fafety  of  the 
next  election,  I  ceafed  to  refent  this  any  longer  as  an  in* 
dignity  to  our  great  mafter,  and  only  concluded  it  to  be 
fome  myftery  of  the  Auftrian  {fate. 

It  is  an  argument  of  profound  refpedl  to  the  imperial 
ghoft,  that  the  churches  are  all  hung  with  mourning 
throughout  the  hereditary  dominions,  and  that  no  mufic 
is  permitted  either  in  the  temples  or  elfewhere  ;  no  jol¬ 
lity  or  mirth  till  the  funeral  ohfequies  are  performed, 
and  the  body  of  Caefar  is  configned  to  the  place  of  its 
everlafting  repofe. 

As  to  the  quarrel  between  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  and 
Prince  Palatine,  about  the  vicariate,  there  is  much  to  be 
faid  on  both  fides ;  and  it  ought  to  be  a  thing  indifferent 
to  thee  and  me,  which  of  thefe  two  gets  the  vi&ory. 
Yet  for  the  fake  of  truth  I  will  tell  thee  in  fhort  what  I 
have  collected  out  of  the  journal  of  Carcoa,  thy  prede- 
ceffor,  and  out  of  other  memoirs,  as  they  came  to  my 
hands. 

It  appears  then,  that  by  the  golden  bull  of  Charles. 
IV.  this  dignity  was  declared  inherent  in  the  Palatinate 
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family,  in  right  of  their  pofieflion  of  that  principality, 
and  that  it  had  been  fo  for  many  ages,  oven  before  there 
xvere  any  elcftors  cftabliihed  in  the  empire.  It  is  upon 
this  ground  the  prefent  Eleflor  Palatine  claims  it.  But 
on  the  other  fide,  it  is  as  mani  eft,  that  when  Maximi¬ 
lian,  the  father  of  the  prefent  Duke  of  Bavaria,  was  in¬ 
verted  with  the  electoral  .dignity,  it  was  inferted  in  the 
imperial  bull,  that  the  vicegerency  of  the  empire,  during* 
an  interregnum,  Ihould  henceforth  belong  to  that  family. 
Yet  this  grant  was  again  diiannulled  by  the  late  pacifica¬ 
tion  at  Munfter  ;  and  fo  the  bufinefs  is  left  in  difpute  be¬ 
tween  thefe  two  families.  He  of  Bavaria  trufts  to  his 
ftrength  and  riches,  being  alfo  backed  by  the  ecclefiaftic 
princes  ;  whilft  the  other  only  confides  in  the  juftice  of 
his  caufe,  the  ri<rht  of  uncmeftionable  inheritance. 

Leaving,  therefore,  thefe  grandees  to  profecute  their 
feveral  claims,  I  will  tell  thee  what  makes  the  frefheft 
noife  in  this  city,  is  an  attempt  which  the  Prince  of  Conde 
made  lately  on  the  town  of  Calais,  a  Tea-port  of  this  king¬ 
dom.  He  had  received  certain  intelligence,  that  the  go¬ 
vernor  had  fent  out  the  heft  part  of  the  garrifon  to  for¬ 
tify  Ardres,  a  place  not  far  from  Calais,  and  iuppoftd 
to  be  in  great  danger;  upon  this  news,  the  prince  march¬ 
ed  with  great  expedition,  defigning  to  furprife  Calais  by 
night  ;  blit  he  was  difcovered  before  he  came  near  them, 
and  the  inhabitants  taking  up  arms,  appeared  on  the 
walls  and  ramparts  to  welcome  him,  fo  that  he  was  for¬ 
ced  to  retire  again  with  the  lofs  of  near  a  thoufand 
men. 

Here  are  two  men  come  out  of  England,  that  pretend 
to  be  prophets,  foretelling  the  downfal  of  the  pope, 
whom  they  call  antichrift,  a  beaft,  a  dragon,  and  I  know 
not  how  many  other  titles.  One  of  them  is  gone  to  Rome,, 
to  tell  the  holy  father  to  his  face  what  is  like  to  befal 
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him.  The  French  court  looks  upon  them  as  madmen, 
and  nobody  can  efteem  them  better  if  they  go  to  Rome, 
where  they  will  infallibly  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  inqui- 
iition,  which  thou  knoweft  is  a  hell  upon  earth.  Thy 
brother  Adonai  felt  the  fmart  of  it,  only  for  two  or  three 
words  uttered  in  contempt  of  their  religion  ;  and  though 
he  was  not  condemned  to  death,  yet  he  fuffered  a  tedious 
imprifonment,  till  at  length  the  plague  releafed  him  both 
from  that  and  the  chains  of  this  mortal  life. 

Nathan,  if  lie  had  died  by  the  ftroke  of  the  execution- 
er,  or  by  fire,  the  common  death  of  thofe  -who  rail  at 
the  Roman  faith,  I  could  not  pronounce  him  a  martyr, 
unlefs  it  were  to  his  own  folly  and  rafhnefs  ;  fince  he  was 
not  placed  there  to  make  profelytes,  either  to  the  law  of 
Mofes  or  Mahomet,  but  to  penetrate  into  the  fecret  tranf- 
adlions  of  the  followers  of  Jefus. 

Thy  bufinefs  is  the  fame  at  Vienna  ;  purfue  that  with 
alacrity,  and  God  fhall  protect  thee  from  all  adverfity. 

Paris,  9th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 


XVIII _ To  Melec  Amet. 

I  welcome  thy  return  to  the  earth  again;  for  it  ap¬ 
pears  by  thy  letter  that  thou  halt  been  in  the  other 
world.  It  were  to  be  wifhed  thou  wouldeit  favour  the  „ 
living  with  a  journal  of  thy  travels  and  obfervations  a- 
mong  the  dead  :  Thofe  regions  of  filence  would  afford 
matter  of  noife  enough  to  mortals,  that  are  always  greedy 
of  foreign  news.  Perhaps  if  thou  wouldeft  communicate 
the  remarks  thou  haft  made  during  that  ramble  of  thy 
foul,  we  might  find  out  fome  method  of  corrcfpondence 
between  our  world  and  that  invifible  ftate;  we  might  con¬ 
trive  a  way  to  fend  dupatches  to  our  friends,  and  to  re- 
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ceive  their  anfwers  again  ;  or  at  leaft  we  might  make 
fome  ufeful  difcoveries  in  that  empire  of  fhadows. 

But,  tell  me  ferioufly,  deft  thou  think  it  was  any  more 
than  a  trance  or  dream  that  has  happened  to  thee,  fuch 
as  frequently  falls  out  in  melancholy  conftitutions  ?  I 
once  informed  Cara  Hali  the  phyfician  of  fuch  an  acci¬ 
dent  as  this  not  far  from  Paris :  It  was  of  a  man  that 
had  lain  five-and-thirty  hours  as  dead  in  all  human  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  fo  given  over  by  the  phylicians  ;  yet  after 
that  period,  he  recovered  his  fenfes  again,  and  told  ftrange 
things  to  thofe  that  were  about  him.  Surely  thefe  are 
but  the  {lumbers  of  the  foul ;  and  death  itfelf  is  but  a 
deeper  deep,  when  it  caufes  the  diflblution  of  the  body. 
Doubtlefs  men  awake  again  in  fome  other  adtive  Hate  ; 
for  as  a  flame  of  fire  is  equally  difpofed  to  embody  itfelf 
in  the  fat  of  fiefh  or  filh,  in  oil,  wax,  fulphur,  or  any 
proper  vehicle,  and  as  foon  as  it  is  extinguiflied  in  one, 
will  readily  tranflate  itfelf  fuccefiively  to  all  the  reft,  if 
they  be  within  the  fphere  of  its  adlivity  (as  the  weftern 
philofopher  fpeaks)  ;  fois  the  fpirit  or  flame  of  life  al¬ 
ways  in  a  pofture  of  tranfmigration.  For  aught  we  know, 
he  that  is  a  king  this  hour,  may  be  a  peacock  the  next, 
and  within  a  few  days  be  ferved  up  at  his  fucceflor’s  table 
as  a  royal  dilh. 

But  not  to  infill  too  much  on  thefe  fecrets,  I  will  re¬ 
late  to  thee  a  paffage  not  unlike  that  thou  haft  expe¬ 
rienced. 

It  is  recorded  in  the  writings  of  an  authentic  pen,  the 
manufeript  of  an  ancient  Arabian,  that  Al*  Ralhid,  em¬ 
peror  of  the  faithful,  had  many  famous  phylicians  about 
him  ;  among  the  reft,  he  highly  efteemed  Saleh  Eb’n 
Nahali,  an  Indian,  for  recovering  one  of  his  near  kinf- 
men  out  of  fuch  a  condition  as  I  fuppofe  thou  haft  been 
in.  That  kinfman  was  very  dear  to  the  emperor,  who 
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was  fitting  at  a  feaft  when  news  was  brought  him  that 
he  was  dead.  The  emperor,  extremely  troubled  to  hear 
this,  burlt  forth  into  tears,  and  caufed  the  table  to  be 
taken  away.  Then  Jaafer  Ep’11  Yahya,  one  of  his  con¬ 
fidents,  immediately  defired  that  Saleh  the  Indian  phy- 
fician  might  viiit  the  corps  of  his  dead  relation,  who 
went  accordingly,  and  having  felt  his  pulfe,  and  con- 
fidered  him  well,  he  returned  to  the  emperor,  and  faid, 
“  Ceafe  to  mourn,  my  lord,  commander  of  the  faithful  j 
for  if  this  man  be  dead,  and  I  do  not  reftore  him  to  life 
again,  may  I  be  divorced  from  all  my  wives  for  ever.” 

He  had  fcarce  made  an  end  of  faying  this,  when  a  fe- 
cond  difpatch  came  to  the  emperor,  from  thofe  who  were 
about  his  kinfman,  alluring  him,  that  he  was  really  de¬ 
parted  this' life. 

Then  Al’  Ralhid  began  to  curfe  the  Indians,  and  their 
ignorance  :  But  Saleh  perlifted  in  this  alfertion,  crying 
out  with  fome  vehemency,  “  Be  not  incredulous,  O  em¬ 
peror  of  the  faithful,  nor  fuffer  thy  kinfman  to  be  bu¬ 
ried,  till  I  have  been  with  him  again,  for  affuredly  he  is 
not  dead  ;  I  will  (how  you  fomething  that  is  admirable.” 
Al’  Ralhid,  pacified  with  thefe  words,  took  Saleh  along 
with  him  to  vifit  the  fuppofed  dead  perfon. 

As  foon  as  they  came  into  his  chamber,  the  Indian 
took  a  needle  and  thrufl;  it  between  the  nail  and  the  flelh 
of  his  left  thumb  ;  then  the  entranced  fnatched  up  his 
hand  toward  his  mouth  ;  at  which  Saleh  cried  out, 
“  Now,  my  lord,  comfort  yourfelf;  for  dead  men  ufc 
not  to  be  fenfible  of  pain.”  After  this,  he  blew  up  a 
powder  into  his  nofe,  upon  which,  in  a  few  minutes  the 
patient  fneezed  ;  and  fitting  upright  in  his  bed,  fpoke  to 
Al’  Rafnid,  killing  alfo  his  hand.  The  emperor  alking 
him,  “  How  he  found  himfelf  ?”  he  replied,  “  Bene- 
f aft  or  of  mankind,  I  have  been  in  the  fweetell  deep  that. 
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ever  I  remember  fell  on  me  in  my  life  ;  only  I  dreamed 
that  a  dog  came  and  bit  me  by  my  left  thumb,  the  pain 
of  which  awaked  me.”  With  that  he  (bowed  him  the 
mark  of  the  needle  and  the  blood ;  adding,  “  Surely 
it  was  no  dream,  but  a  truth,  for  I  feel  it  yet.”  The 
emperor  was  extremely  pleafed  with  his  Indian  phyfician, 
and  did  him  great  honour.  His  kinfman  a!fo,  whofe 
name  was  Ibrahim,  lived  many  years  after  this,  and  was 
made  governor  of  Egypt,  where  he  died  and  was  bu¬ 
ried. 

The  eadern  phyficians  have  been  famous  in  all  ages, 
and  are  now  much  in  efteem  among  the  Franks,  who  ad- 
(lift  themfelves  to  (ludy  the  fciences.  Here  are  fome  very 
learned  phyficians  in  thefe  parts,  and  not  a  few  ignorant 
ones,  who  ferve  as  foils  to  fet  off  the  luftre  and  fame  of 
the  others.  Every  province  and  city  in  France  fwarms 
with  them,  and  they  all  find  employment  either  to  kill 
or  cure.  The  Nazarenes  live  very  intemperately,  and  fall 
into  abundance  of  difeafes,  whereof  the  Fall  is  wholly 
ignorant ;  therefore  it  is  necedary  for  them  to  be  well 
(locked  with  phyficians.  Yet  it  was  fatirically  obferved 
by  a  certain  French  lord,  that  in  a  town  not  far  from  his 
palace,  the  inhabitants  were  all  healthy  long-lived  men, 
till  a  certain  empiric  came  and  took  up  his  refidence  there, 
for  then  they  began  to  lichen  and  die  apace.  But  this 
may  be  an  invidious  remark.  The  Arabian  proverb  fays, 
“  No  man  is  a  good  phyfician,  but  he  that  is  born  fuch;” 
meaning,  that  fome  are  naturally  difpofed  and  fitted  to 
this  fcience.  Indeed,  I  have  known  admirable  cures  per¬ 
formed  by  men  who  never  ftudied  in  academies,  or  could 
anfwer  three  queftions  in  anatomy  ;  nay,  fome  women 
have  a  gift  of  this  nature,  and  are  very  fortunate  in  their 
praflices.  But  when  all  is  done,  the  beads  are  mod: 
happy,  who  are  all  their  own  phyficians  by  indinfl. 
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Melee,  I  wifli  thee  fucli  a  ftate  of  health  as  needs  no 
medicines  :  But  if  it  be  thy  misfortune  to  fall  into  Par¬ 
menides’s  indifpofition,  I  counfel  thee  to  make  ufe  of 
the  advice  given  him  by  a  philofoplier,  who,  when  Par¬ 
menides  complained  of  a  pain  in  his  ftomach,  and  alked 
his  advice,  bid  him  ufe  fuch  and  fuch  confe&ions  and 
eleftuaries  ;  the  other  replied,  “  He  had  made  trial  of 
them  all,  and  many  more,  yet  found  no  eafe.”  Then 
faid  the  philofopher,  “  Turn  poet,  for  they  generally 
have  good  ftomachs.” 

Paris,  9th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 


XIX. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

Couriers  upon  couriers  are  come  to  this  city  with  the 
joyful  news  that  Montmedi  is  furrendered  to  the  French  ; 
for  which  the  whole  body  of  the  parliament,  and  city  of 
Paris,  the  chancellor  of  the  kingdom,  with  Cardinal  An¬ 
tonio  Barberini  and  all  the  eccleliaftics,  went  to  the  grand 
mofque  or  temple,  where  Te  Deum  was  fung  this  after¬ 
noon,  with  a  pompous  folemnity  ;  and  now  whilft  I  am 
writing,  there  is  fuch  a  confufed  noife  of  great  guns, 
ringing  of  bells,  and  Ihouts  of  people,  that  one  would 
think  it  were  enough  to  wake  the  very  dead,  and  make, 
them  ftart  from  their  graves,  tQ  inquire  what  is  the  mat¬ 
ter. 

The  ttuth  of  it  is,  this  place  is  counted  one  of  the 
flrongeft  in  Europe,  and  the  inhabitants  were  not  infen- 
fible  of  it  when  they  made  their  conditions  of  honour 
with  the  king  ;  and  therefore  we  need  not  wonder  at  the 
excefilve  joy  of  the  French. 

When  the  keys  were  delivered  to  the  king  by  the  de- 
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puties  of  the  town,  one  of  them  in  the  name  of  the  reft 
made  this  following  addrefs  : 

“  Sire,  We  Ihould  have  had  juft  reafon  to  complain 
of  fortune,  and  accufe  ourfelves  of  cowardice,  if  we  had 
furrendered  this  impregnable  fortrefs  to  the  arms  of  a 
prince  lefs  glorious  and  puiffant  than  your  majefty  ;  fince 
our  very  walls  are  of  fufficient  ftrength  to  defend  us, 
without  taking  up  arms,  againft  a  power  inferior  to  yours. 
But  in  regard  it  is  the  will  of  Heaven  that  we  mull 
change  our  mailer,  we  rejoice  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  fo 
invincible  and  generous  a  monarch  ;  and  we  hope,  Sire, 
that  your  majefty  will  Ihow  us  the  more  favour,  for  hav¬ 
ing  ufed  our  utmoft  efforts  to  conferve  an  inviolate  fide¬ 
lity  to  the'Catholic  king,  who  but  yefterday  was  our 
mailer.” 

This  was  fpoken  with  fo  graceful  an  aflion,  and  fuch 
a  becoming  franknefs,  that  the  king,  being  mightily 
pleafed  with  them,  made  them  this  anfwer  :  “  Yes,  I 
lhall  always  remember  that  your  conftancy  deferves  my 
efteem  ;  and  now  eonfidering  you  as  my  fubjedls,  I 
will  bellow  fuch  privileges  on  this  city,  as  lhall  oblige 
you  to  manifeft  no  lefs  courage  and  zeal  for  my  fervice 
than  you  have  done  for  the  Catholic  king.” 

And  to  evidence  that  he  has  equal  fentiments  of  gra¬ 
titude  and  efteem  for  his  officers,  by  whofe  courage  and 
eonduft  this  important  place  is  come  under  his  obe¬ 
dience,  the  king  has  bellowed  the  government  of  it  oh 
the  lieutenant-general  of  his  armies,  who  was  prefent  at 
the  liege,  and  was  Ihot  in  feven  places  of  his  body:  They 
call  him  the  Marquis  of  Vandi.  He  has  fignalifed  his 
valour  in  fixteen  lieges  and  battles,  being  marked  all  over 
with  fears,  the  glorious  charafleriftics  of  an  indefatigable 
and  fortunate  hero. 

It  is  fit  the  divan  lliould  be  informed  of  all  fuch  paffa.- 
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ges,  not  to  inltruCt  them  what  to  do  in  the  like  cafes,  (for 
they  are  perfectly  wife)  but  that  thefe  examples  may  be 
regiilered  as  fpurs  to  virtue  and  magnanimity  of  fpirit  ; 
for  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  the  emperor  of  the  true 
believers  will  come  fhort  of  thefe  infidel  kings  in  reward¬ 
ing  his  faithful  and  undaunted  flaves. 

Marefehal  de  Ferte  Seneterre  has  alfo  had  his  fhare  in 
the  careffes  and  acknowledgments  of  the  king  and  the 
whole  court. 

This  fuccefs  has  given  a  great  damp  to  the  Spaniards, 
who  begin  to  retire  as  fall  as  they  can  from  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  French  armies.  On  the  other  fide, 
thefe  are  full  of  vigour  and  bride  refolutions,  refolving 
not  to  end  the  campaign  without  fome  farther  attempts 
in  Flanders. 

They  creep  by  degrees  into  the  very  heart  of  that 
province,  which  is  ever  like  to  be  the  ftage  of  war,  fo 
long  as  the  King  of  Spain  has  one  town  left  in  it.  It  is 
a  very  rich  country,  abounding  in  all  the  deferable  pro¬ 
ductions  of  nature  ;  and  the  people  are  very  induflrious 
to  learn  and  improve  vvhatfaever  is  profitable  in  art.  All 
their  unhappinefs  lies  in  this,  that  they  are  not  able  to 
proteCt  themfelves,  and  fubfift  independent  of  one  or 
other  of  the  neirhbourino-  crowns ;  fo  that  whenever 
thofe  fovereigns  fall  out,  thefe  poor  people  are  miferably 
oppreffed  with  armies  ;  and  in  this  cafe  their  friends  ma¬ 
ny  times  give  them  as  much  trouble  as  their  enemies  ; 
nay,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  which  are  their  enemies, 
and  which  their  friends  ;  for,  to  whatfeever  mafter  they 
are  fubjeCt,  he  drains  their  coffers  of  money  by  taxes 
and  contributions,  befrdes  the  intolerable  vexation  of 
quartering  unruly  foldiers,  who  commit  a  thoufand  info- 
lencies  unpunifhed. 

Poland  is  at  this  time  in  as  bad  a  condition,  between 
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the  armies  of  Sweden,  Auftria,  Brandenburgh,  Mufcovy, 
Tranfylvania,  and  the  forces  of  King  Cafimir. 

The  fon  of  the  deceafed  emperor  has  fent  a  great  ar¬ 
my  to  the  aid  of  that  unfortunate  monarch ;  and  it  is 
confirmed  on  all  hands  that  they  have  laid  fiege  to  Cra¬ 
cow  ;  whilft  his  ambaflador  is  negotiating  with  the  Elec¬ 
tor  of  Brandenburgh,  to  draw  him  off  from  the  Swedifh 
intereft.  This  is  like  to  prove  a  war  of  long  continuance 
if  the  plague  do  not  make  peace,  which  rages  in  thofe 
parts,  and  deftroys  many  thoufands  more  than  the  fword 
or  gun.  The  Mufcovites  have  combated  with  this  dif- 
temper  above  thefe  two  years  ;  the  Grand  Duke  being 
forced  to  fly  with  his  army,  like  vagabonds,  before  this 
inexorable  conqueror,  which  gives  no  quarter. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  hear  ill  news  from  Candia,  where, 
they  fay,  the  muffulmans  have,  in  a  late  attempt  on  that 
city,  loft  above  four  thoufand  men,  with  four-and-thirty 
enfigns,  and  a  confiderable  treafure.  Thefe  infidels  have 
alfo  taken  and  deftroyed,  this  fummer,  above  thirty  ftiips 
of  Barbary,  and  as  many  more  of  Conftantinople,  Smyr¬ 
na,  Aleppo,  Scanderoon,  See. ;  on  board  of  one  of  which 
they  feized  the  yearly  revenue  which  comes  to  the  Grand 
Seignior  from  Scanderoon ;  and  out  of  another  they 
have  taken  the  revenue  of  Rhodes,  killed  a  thoufand 
true  believers,  took  half  that  number  captives,  and  re¬ 
leafed  abundance  of  Chriftian  Haves  :  In  a  word,  they 
have  taken  out  of  the  feveral  veffels  which  fell  into  their 
hands  an  immenfe  treafure  of  filver,  gold,  and  precious 
ftones. 

Thefe  continual  fuccefles  of  the  Nazarenes  would 
tempt  one  to  think  that  this  war  was  unjuftly  commen¬ 
ced  by  Sultan  Ibrahim,  and  therefore  unhappily  carried 
on  by  his  glorious  fucceffor  Sultan  Mahomet.  Pardon 
the  effeft  of  melancholy,  benign  minifter,  if  it  be  a  crime 
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to  think,  that  the  Creator  of  all  things  is  angry  with 
thofe  who  violate  their  folemn  word  and  oath.  Thou 
knoweft  the  whole  ftory  of  this  war,  and  the  firft  occa- 
fions  of  it.  I  fay  no  more. 

They  have  a  proverb  here  in  the  Weft,  “  That  the 
voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of  God.”  And  though 
I  approve  not  the  practice  of  thofe  who  make  life  of 
this  popular  aphorifm  to  foment  feditions  in  a  ftate,  yet 
I  cannot  but  own  there  is  a  great  deal  of  reafon  in  it, 
and  it  may  be  verified  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
Conftantinople. 

Thou  obferveft  that  the  foldiers  are  mutinous,  and  un¬ 
willing  to  ferve  any  longer  in  this  unfortunate  war ;  thou 
findeft  the  merchants,  and  in  general  all  forts  of  people, 
difcontented  and  fadlious ;  the  avenues  to  that  fanftuary 
of  the  w’orld  arc  blocked  up  by  the  Venetians,  fo  that 
neither  corn,  nor  other  neceffary  provifions  can  be  brought 
in  to  fupply  the  wants  of  fo  many  hundred  thoufands  of 
people.  In  a  word,  thou  feeft  the  public  calamities  have 
made  them  almoft  defperate  ;  they  care  not  what  they 
do  :  Peace  with  the  Chriftians  is  the  word  every  where, 
or  elfe  each  impertinent  mechanic  will  prefage  ruin  to 
the  Ottoman  empire. 

May  God  infpire  thee  and  the  other  aiinifters  of  the 
divan,  in  this  calenture  of  the  ftate,  to  apply  fuch  reme¬ 
dies  a3  may  prevent  the  inconveniencies  of  a  domeftic 
war,  which  is  always  more  fatal  to  a  government  than  a 
foreign  invafion. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  8th  Moon,  cf  the  Year  1657. 
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XX.— To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  JcrM  at  Vienna. 

Now  thou  giveft  me  fome  folid  hopes  of  a  convert. 
Thy  letter  has  raifed  my  expe&ation,  fince  it  is  not  pen. 
ned  in  a  ftyle  full  of  fcruples  and  infignificant  doubts, 
which  would  be  endlefs  ;  nor  yet  does  it  favour  of  hypo- 
crify  and  diffimulation,  as  if  thou  intended!!:  only  to  mock 
me  and  my  faith,  and  ftill  continue  thyfelf  an  infidel ; 
but  it  abounds  with  very  fair  conceffions,  articles  of  rea- 
fon  and  honour  on  thy  fide ;  only  expedling  from  me  a 
true  and  authentic  account  of  our  holy  prophet’s  life,  and 
of  the  miracles  which  can  be  produced  in  confirmation  of 
his  prophetic  office.  Thou  wouldeft  fain  fee  if  any¬ 
thing  happened  of  this  kind  to  the  mefienger  of  God, 
parallel  to  the  ftupendous  wonders  which  recommended 
Mofes  your  lawgiver  to  the  world,  as  the  undoubted  o 
racle  of  Heaven. 

I  proteft  there  is  no  fault  to  be  found  in  this  demand  ; 
for  it  is  but  reafon,  that  he  who  affumes  the  character  of 
a  prophet,  fhouidbe  diftinguiffied  from  impoftorsbv  fome 
evident  figns  and  wonders :  Yet  it  is  needlefs  to  make  an 
exaft  parallel,  becaufe  the  occafions  of  Mofes’s  miracles 
were  different  from  thofe  of  Mahomet,  the  feal  of  the 
•prophets.  Your  lawgiver  had  a  commiffion  and  power 
given  him  to  work  miracles  when  he  pleafed ;  whereas 
ours  declared  that  he  was  not  fent  to  work  miracles,  but 
to  preach  the  unity  of  the  divine  efience,  the  refurreftion 
of  the  dead,  the  joys  of  paradife,  and  the  torments  of 
the  damned. 

Yet,  left  the  unbelieving  world  fhould  doubt  the  truth 
of  his  million,  from  his  very  birth  his  life  was  graced 
with  many  fupernatural  favours :  His  mother  bore  him 
without  the  leaft  pain  of  body  or  mind,  and  as  foon  as 
he  breathed  the  vital  air,  he  fpoke  with  an  audible  voice, 
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faluting  his  mother,  and  adding,  “  I  profefs  there  is  only- 
one  God,  and  that  I  am  his  apoftle.”  He  was  alfo  cir- 
cumcifed  by  nature,  coming  into  the  world  without  Jiis 
prepuce.  At  the  fame  hour  the  devils  were  forbid  to 
afeend  above  the  orb  of  the  moon  ;  and  four  voices  were 
heard  from  the  four  corners  of  the  fquare  temple  ;  the 
firft  faying,  “  Proclaim,  the  truth  is  rifen,  and  all  lies 
{hall  return  into  hell.”  The  fecond  uttering,  “  Now  is 
born  an  apoftle  of  your  own  nation,  and  the  Omnipo¬ 
tent  is  with  him.”  The  words  of  the  third  were,  “  A 
book  full  of  illuftrious  light  is  fent  you  from  God.” 
And  the  fourth  voice  was  heard  to  fay,  “  O  Mahomet, 
we  have  fent  thee  to  be  a  prophet,  apoftle,  and  guide  to 
the  world.” 

When  he  was  about  four  years  old,  accompanying  the 
fons  of  his  nurfe  into  the  field,  the  bleffed  child  retired 
into  a  cave,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  Uriel,  to  pray ; 
when  the  archangel  Gabriel  appeared  to  him,  and  faid, 
“  Bifmillahi  rrahmani  rrahimi,  &c.  In  the  name  of 
God,  compaffionate  and  merciful,  O  child  greatly  belov¬ 
ed,  I  am  fent  to  difplant  from  thy  heart  the  root  of 
evil  ;  for  thy  ejaculations  made  the  gates  of  paradife  fly 
open.”  The  young  refigned  one  faid,  “  The  will  of 
thy  Lord  and  mine  be  done.”  Then  the  angel  opened 
his  breaft  with  a  razor  of  adamant,  and  taking  out  hi* 
heart,  Iqueezed  from  it  the  black  contagion,  which  was 
derived  from  Adam  ;  and  having  put  the  child’s  heart 
in  its  place  again,  he  bleffed  him,  and  retired  to  the  in- 
vifibles. 

From  that  time  the  young  favourite  of  Heaven  grew 
up  and  profpered  in  all  things,  having  the  fmiles  of  God 
and  man.  He  was  under  the  tuition  of  his  uncle  Abu 
Taleb,  who  difeerning  the  marks  of  an  immenfe  foul  in 
his  young  nephew,  was  more  folicitous  for  his  welfare 
Vol.  F.  .  t 
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than  if  he  had  been  his  foil.  His  fortune  being  low  in 
the  world,  he  had  no  other  way  to  provide  for  his  illuf- 
trious  charge  than  by  placing  him  as  a  fadtor  to  Chadi* 
jah,  a  widow,  of  the  fame  tribe  with  Mahomet,  which 
was  the  nobleft  among  the  Arabians  ;  befides  fhe  was  ve¬ 
ry'  beautiful  and  rich,  and  there  wanted  not  hopes  that 
in  time  flie  might  become  Mahomet’s  wife. 

That  which  chiefly  encouraged  them  to  this  was  a  vi¬ 
sion  of  Chadijah,  every  where  talked  of  in  thofe  parts  ; 
for  (he  had  divulged  it  herfelf,  long  before  Mahomet  be¬ 
came  her  fervant,  or  his  uncle  had  any'  thoughts  or  thus 
difpofing  of  him.  “  The  fun  feemed  to  leave  his  hea¬ 
ven,  and  come  down  to  her  houfe,  from  whence  he  dif- 
fperfed  his  beams  through  Arabia,  Egypt,  Perfia,  and, 
in  fine,  through  the  whole  earth.”  This  vifion  had  made 
a  deep  imprefiion  on  the  mind  of  Chadijah,  and  flie  could 
not  reft  till  flie  had  told  it  to  a  certain  famous  fage  in 
thofe  parts,  who  had  great  fl<iil  in  aftrology,  and  other 
myfterious  fciences,  and  was  celebrated  for  the  integrity 
of  his  manners.  As  foon  as  he  heard  the  contents  of  her 
vifion,  he  faid,  “  In  the  name  of  God,  O  widow,  enter 
into  thy  bath,  and  prepare  thyfelf  with  the  neceflary  pu¬ 
rifications;  for  thou  (halt  fliortly  be  married  to  the  great- 
eft  prophet  in  the  world.”  And  when  flie  afked  the  a- 
ftrologer,  “  What  was  the  country,  tribe,  and  name  of 
her  next  hufband  ?”  he  told  her,  “  He  was  an  Arabian 
of  Mecca,  of  the  tribe  of  the  Coreis,  and  that  his  name 
was  Mahomet.” 

As  yet  the  prophetic  widow  knew  nothing  of  the  ne¬ 
phew  of  Abu  Taleb  ;  but  thou  mayft  imagine  fhe  felt 
ftrange  pafiions,  when  his  uncle  afterwards  recommended 
him  to  her  fervice  ;  and  fhe  knew  that  he  was  the  man 
in  whom  the  aftrologer’s  charafter  w'as  verified,  as  to  his 
country,  tribe,  and  name ;  for  Mahomet  was  the  fon  of 
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Abdalla,  who  defcended  from  the  Bani  Hafchim,  who- 
were  the  nobleft  family  in  the  tribe  of  the  Coreis.  Who 
can  exprefs  her  fentiments,  when  (he  faw  the  beautiful 
youth  making  his  firft  addreffes  to  her  as  an  humble 
Have,  whom  (he  believed  Heaven  had  ordained  for  the 
partner  of  her  bed  !  With  what  a  grace  and  becoming 
modefty  did  he  receive  the  lad  inftru&ions  and  farewel 
of  his  parting  uncle  !  However,  (he  concealed  her  tran- 
fports,  and  fent  her  beloved  (lave  with  a  caravan  into  Sy- 
ria,  allowing  him  a  noble  penfion. 

In  that  journey  there  happened  fomething  very  re¬ 
markable  in  honour  of  the  admirable  young  man  ;  for  at 
a  certain  place  on  the  road,  as  he  waited  on  the  captain 
of  the  caravan  to  a  fynagogue  of  the  Jews,  no  fooner 
had  Mahomet  fet  his  foot  over  the  threflrold  of  the  fy- 
nagogue,  but  all  the  lamps  therein  were  loofened  from 
their  chains,  and  fell  down  on  the  floor.  All  thofe  of 
thy  nation  that  were  prefent,  being  aftonilhed  at  the  por¬ 
tentous  accident,  fell  at  the  feet  of  the  rabbis,  defiring 
their  advice  in  this  amazing  circumflance.  They  having 
performed  the  accuftomed  ceremonies  and  expiations,  an- 
fwered,  “  It  is  revealed  in  the  traditions  of  the  feniors, 
that  at  what  time  foever  an  Arabian,  called  Mahomet, 
(hall  be  prefent  at  our  folemnities,  God  (hall  remove  the 
candlefticks  out  of  their  places.  It  is  therefore  moft 
certain,  that  fuch  a  one  is  now  among  us ;  let  him  not 
efcape  our  hands,  left  reproach  and  contempt  come  on 
Ifrael.”  But  behold,  whilft  they  were  bufy  in  fearching 
for  the  caufe  of  this  prodigy,  two  angels  conveyed  Ma¬ 
homet  to  Mecca,  where  he  foon  after  married  Chadijah. 

It  were  eafy  to  recount  many  more  miracles  in  the  life 
of  the  prophet ;  fuch  as  that  of  the  cloud  overfhadowing 
him,  the  eagle  perching  on  his  head  when  he  was  afleep, 
the  trees  and  ftones  proclaiming  him  the  apoftle  of  God  5 
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and  if  we  were  to  make  parallels,.  I  think  the  ftupen- 
dous  defcent  which  the  moon  made  at  the  prayer  of  the 
divine  meffenger,  comes  not  far  ihort  of  the  celebrated 
diforder  on  Mount  Sinai,  when  your  lawAvas  delivered 
by  Mofes. 

If  thou  required  undoubted  teftimonies  for  truth  of 
this  miracle  on  our  fide,  offer  fomething  that  is  unque- 
flionable  on  thy  own.  We  both  equally  confide  in  the 
different  records  of  our  nations,  which  were  penned  by 
men  as  liable  to  temptations,  and  errors  of  all  forts,  as 
thou  and  I,  and  all  that  believe  what  they  write  ;  there¬ 
fore,  unlefs  thou  canft  flart  fome  infallible  authority  to 
prove  the  eternal  and  univerfal  obligation  of  your  law, 
than  I  can  to  the  contrary,  thou  lieft  under  a  manifefl 
difadvantage  ;  fince  I  profefs,  with  our  holy  prophet  and 
all  the  muffulmans,  that  the  Alcoran  contains  nothing  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  law  of  Mofes,  but  is  only  a  more  perfect 
and  complete  idea  of  the  Divine  will ;  and  that  as  Mofes 
was  the  lawgiver  of  the  fons  of  Ifaac,  fo  Mahomet  was 
the  apoftle  of  the  fons  of  Ifmael,  and  the  fcal  of  all  the 
prophets. 

Ufe  thy  own  reafon,  and  rather  be  of  no  religion  than 
in  the  number  of  thofe  to  whom  it  (hall  be  faid  at  the 
laft  day,  “  Drink,  ye  worfhippers  of  Ozair,  and  be  damn¬ 
ed  for  ever.” 

Paris,  ioth  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 


XXI. — To  Dichieu  Hussein,  Bajfa. 

There  has  been  a  mighty  quarrel  of  late  between  the 
French  and  Spanifh  ambaffadors  at  the  Hague  about  pre¬ 
cedency.  The  occafion  was  this :  One  evening  the 
French  ambaffador  was  riding  in  a  coach,  in  a  place 
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where  the  Spanifh  ambaffador  met  him  in  another  coach, 
and  both  driving  for  the  upper  hand,  they  met  with  their 
horfes  heads  one  againll  another,  and  fo  flood  {fill. 
There  was  prefently  a  tumult  of  people  gathered  about 
them  ;  and  the  French  being  moil  refpedled,  many  gen¬ 
tlemen  came  into  his  fide  with  fwords  and  piftols,  and  all 
things  feemed  to  portend  a  combat ;  but  the  magiflrates 
having  notice  of  this  diflurbance,  fent  feme  of  the  guards 
to  keep  the  peace,  and  to  defend  the  ambaffadors  from 
any  attempts  of  the  rabble.  In  the  mean  while,  feveral 
great  lords  walked  to  and  fro  beween  the  ambaffadors, 
propofing  expedients  of  accommodation  ;  but  it  being 
at  the  very  jundfure  when  the  French  ambaffador  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  news  of  the  furrender  of  Montmedi,  he  would 
not  in  the  lead  yield  to  any  terms ;  fo  that  at  lad  the 
Spaniard  was  forced  to  drive  out  of  the  way,  thinking  it 
a  matter  of  fufficient  triumph  that  he  had  flopped  the 
French  ambaffador  fo  long. 

There  is  a  poll  come  in  from  Denmark,  which  brings 
news  of  the  total  deftrudlion  of  Itzchow  by  fire.  This 
was  a  town  belonging  to  the  Danes,  and  was  fired  by  the 
King  of  Sweden’s  order.  The  Danes  are  very  unfortu¬ 
nate  of  late  years  ;  they  make  no  figure  in  Europe. 
There  is  a  period  fet  to  the  grandeur  of  every  kingdom 
and  date,  and  the  Danes  were  once  very  victorious  and 
formidable  ;  but  now  their  monarchy  declines  apace  to 
make  way  for  the  rifing  luilre  of  the  Swedes. 

By  fea  the  Dunkirkers  make  a  great  noife :  They 
have  lately  taken  from  the  French  twenty  merchant  vef- 
fels,  and  from  the  Englifh  near  half  that  number ;  but 
if  they  have  not  better  fortune  than  their  neighbours, 
the  French  will  take  their  city  from  them  ere  long.  E- 
very  campaign  makes  a  fair  advance  toward  it.  I  fent 
an  account  already  to  the  kaimacham  of  the  furrender 
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of  Montmedi,  one  of  the  moil  important  places  in  Chrif- 
tendom.  Now  I  acquaint  thee,  that  St.  Venant,  which 
has  not  fo  great  a  character,  yet  confiderable  enough, 
has  yielded  upon  articles.  This  was  done  on  the  28th 
of  the  laft  moon.  At  this  rate,  the  French  priefts  will 
have  little  elfe  to  do  but  to  fing  Te  Deum  for  their  re¬ 
peated  fucceffes  and  victories. 

From  Portugal  we  hear,  that  that  court,  to  fecure 
themfelves  the  better  againft  the  Spaniards,  have  fent  to 
implore  the  afiiftance  of  Morocco  and  Fez,  which  is 
much  ccnfured  among  the  Nazarenes  :  Others  fay  they 
are  only  meffengers  gone  to  buy  up  all  the  horfes  they 
can  get  in  that  country. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  King  of  France  is  taking  all 
the  politic  meafures  he  can  for  the  empire  of  the  Weft. 
His  ambaffadors  in  Germany  appear  with  a  magnificent 
train  of  three  hundred  men,  and  they  ftyle  their  mafter, 
“  His  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  King  of  France  and  Na¬ 
varre,  Sovereign  Prince  in  Germany  and  Italy  which 
laft  is  looked  upon  as  a  fair  ftep  to  the  title  of  emperor. 

The  councils  of  the  German  court  are  not  a  little  di- 
fturbed  to  hear  that  our  invincible  forces  are  approaching 
towards  the  confines  of  Hungary.  It  will  put  fome  ftop 
to  the  defigned  election.  Befides,  they  cannot  agree 
among  themfelves  about  a  fucceffor. 

The  Queen  Chriftina  of  Sweden  is  come  back  again 
into  this  kingdom,  being  frighted  out  of  Italy  a  fecond 
time  by  the  return  of  the  plague. 

There  is  a  war  commenced  between  the  city  of  Mun- 
fter  and  the  bilhop  of  that  place,  fo  that  he  has  laid  a 
formal  fiege  to  it,  and  preffes  them  very  clofe. 

All  this  is  of  no  fuch  importance  as  the  news  that  I 
receive  from  Conftantinople,  which  allures  me  that  the 
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mufTulmans  have  retaken  the  ifles  of  Tenedos  and  Lemnos, 
though  with  fome  lofs  of  men. 

I  wifh  they  could  as  eafily  drive  the  Venetians  out  of 
the  Archipelago,  and  then  the  imperial  city  would  have 
no  longer  reafon  to  complain  for  want  of  bread. 

Paris,  10th  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 


XXII. — ToDgnet  Oglou. 

I  know  not  what  is  the  matter,  but  moil  of  my  friends 
are  of  late  grown  Rrange  to  me  ;  they  write  but  feldom, 
and  then  their  letters  are  full  of  referves,  as  if  they  fu- 
fpeded  my  integrity  ;  or,  becaufe  that  I  am  commanded 
to  inform  the  divan  of  all  criminal  practices,  therefore 
they  are  afraid  to  communicate  their  fentiments  with  the 
fame  freedom  as  formerly,  though  on  themes  no  ways  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Rate,  but  purely  fpeculative,  and  the  com¬ 
mon  difeourfe  of  all  fenfible  men.  Are  you  become 
more  morofe  and  rigid  at  ConRantinople  than  you  were 
twenty  years  ago  ?  In  thofe  days  I  remember  it  was  com¬ 
mon  in  the  public  coffee-hans,  for  MufTulmans,  Greeks, 
Curds,  and  Franks,  or  men  of  any  other  religion,  to 
meet  together,  and  vent  their  thoughts  with  liberty ;  no 
man  being  willing  to  be  Rigmatized  with  the  charader 
of  a  clown  for  taking  offence  at  another’s  faith,  though 
different  from  his  own. 

It  was  then  eReemed  a  point  of  gallantry  to  favour 
the  ChriRians  of  all  feds,  and  let  them  talk  and  ad  as 
they  pleafed,  provided  they  blafphemed  not  God  or  his 
prophets ;  and  they  themfelves  would  have  condemned 
any  of  their  own  party  who  fhould  have  been  guilty  of 
fuch  an  immorality  and  affront  to  the  eRablifhed  religion, 
of  the  mufTulmans,  and  the  general  fenfe  of  mankind., 
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But  why  thea  is  the  fame  liberty  retrenched  now,  and 
that  among  muffulmans  who  are  intimate  friends  ?  Is  it 
not  now  as  lawful  for  us  to  converfe  withy  one  another 
by  letter,  or  any  other  way,  as  it  was  then  to  enter  into 
dialogues  with  infidels  ?  I  would  not  encourage  or  imi¬ 
tate  the  bold  and  profane  efforts  of  their  wit,  who  deny 
the  being  of  a  God,  or  utter  blafphemies  againft  his 
meffenger  ;  the  whole  univerfe  is  an  irrefragable  teftimo- 
ny  of  an  eternal  and  omnipotent  nature  ;  and  the  Alco» 
ran  is  an  evident  proof  of  the  fan&ity  and  indifpenfable 
comrniflion  of  our  holy  lawgiver  :  But  I  hope  it  is  no 
crime  to  enter  into  fpeculations  of  things  liable  to  con- 
troverfy  ;  at  leaft  I  will  venture  to  difclofe  to  thee  my 
thoughts,  who  art  the  moft  agreeable  of  all  my  friends. 
I  tell  thee,  my  dear  Dgnet,  it  appears  to  me  ridiculous, 
and  like  the  quarrels  of  children,  for  muffulmans  to 
wrangle  about  mere  trifles  in  religion,  and  that  the  re- 
figned  to  God  fhould  be  zealous  for  the  whimfies  of 
men.  One  party  believes  the  Alcoran  is  eternal,  another 
fays  it  is  created.  In  my  opinion  they  are  both  abfurd 
affertions ;  the  firft,  becaufe  then  it  wiii  foiiow  rhai 
are  more  eternals  than  one,  which  is  a  fair  ftep  to  poly- 
theifm  and  idolatry  ;  the  fecond  is  only  an  impropriety 
of  fpeech,  for  we  do  not  ufually  fay  of  any  writing  that 
it  is  created,  but  penned. 

I  can  eafily  believe  the  manifold  defcents  of  Gabriel 
from  Heaven,  when  he  brought  down  the  hundred  and 
four  fheets  of  fcience  and  faith  ;  but  whether  Adam  had 
only  ten  of  thefe  fheets,  or  one-and-twenty  as  fome  fay, 
or  whether  his  foil  Seth  had  but  nine-and-twenty  of 
them,  or  fifty,  according  to  others,  is  not  material  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  faith  :  It  is  poffible  Edris  had  no  more 
nor  lefs  than  thirty,  and  Abraham  our  father  juft  ten  of 
thefe  divine  manuferipts.  Of  this  we  are  fare,  that  the 
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volume  of  the  law  was  fent  to  Mofes,  the  pfalms  to  Da¬ 
vid,  the  gofpel  to  Jefus  the  fon  of  Mary,  and  the  mighty 
alcoran  to  Mahomet  the  feal  of  the  prophets. 

It  is  as  eafy  for  me  to  believe  the  celeftial  pen,  with 
which  all  thefe  manufcripts  were  written,  to  be  of  feme 
admirable  fubftance ;  but  why  it  ihould  be  made  of  pearls, 
rather  than  of  diamonds,  or  any  other  jewels,  I  fee  no 
reafon  ;  or  that  it  fhould  be  a  journey  of  fifty  years  for. 
the  fwifteft  hoife  in  Arabia  to  run  from  one  end  of  it  to 
the  other:  Yet  if  I  have  not  faith  enough  for  thefe 
things,  I  will  not  be  angry  with  thofe  that  have.  Let 
every  man  enjoy  his  fancy. 

Bat  I  cannot  be  fo  indifferent  when  I  hear  men  tell 
me,  that  God  has  a  body  like  ours,  with  eyes,  ears,  nofe, 
hands,  tongue,  and  all  other  members,  and  organs  of 
life,  fenfe,  fpeec'n,  and  motion  ;  that  he  is  fubjeift  to  paf- 
fions  of  love,  hatred,  anger,  grief,  and  all  the  affe&ions 
that  are  common  to  mortals:  Yet  thou  knoweft  there  is 
a  fe<?h  of  muiTulmans  who  believe  all  this,  and  preach  it 
to  others  with  great  affurance.  What  is  this  but  to  fet 
up  an  idol  in  the  place  of  God  ?  For  the  original  of  all 
idolatry  was  the  vain  prefumption  of  men,  who  repre- 
fented  the  incomprehenlib’e  divinity  under  fome  common 
vifible  figure  of  men  or  beafts. 

If  we  muft  afiign  a  body  to  God,  it  would  feem  more 
rational  to  adhere  to  their  opinion  among  the  Sephatim, 
who  fay  his  body  is  infinite,  uncircumfcribed,  and  be¬ 
yond  all  form.  Neither  is  it  of  any  import  that  the 
weftem  pliilofophers  affert  it  is  of  the  effence  of  all  bo¬ 
dies  to  be  circumfcribed  and  finite  ;  fince,  though  this 
may  be  readily  granted  true  of  particular  bodies,  yet 
muft  it  ever  be  denied  of  the  immenfe  and  univerfal  body 
out  of  which  the  world  is  formed,  unlefs  they  will  allow 
it  unlimited  and  interminate  unbodied  fpace,  which  is 
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more  unintelligible  and  abfurd.  Doubtlefs,  if  the  eter¬ 
nal  Mind  has  a  body,  it  is  expanded  wide  as  the  endlefs 
ether,  and  equally  prefent  in  all  places ;  neither  can  this 
body  be  any  more  circumfcribed,  confined,  or  fhut  up  in 
any  place,  than  the  light  of  the  fun  can  be  reftrained 
within  a  room,  or  feparated  from  its  fource  by  drawing 
of  a  curtain  ;  for  all  the  world  is  pervious  to  this  infi¬ 
nite  body,  which  is  altogether  indivifible  into  parts,  even 
as  that  which  we  call  a  fpirit.  In  a  word,  we  mull  con¬ 
ceive  it  to  be  fimple  and  uricompounded,  the  fineft  and 
faireft  matter  of  the  univerfe. 

But  if  thou  wilt  have  my  opinion,  all  this  is  infinitely 
too  low  and  narrow  an  idea  of  that  eternal  and  moil  ex¬ 
alted  Eflence,  that  intellectual  Beauty  which  no  mortal 
eye  has  feen,  no  tongue  or  pen  can  defcribe,  the  l'malleft 
glimpfe  of  whofe  ineffable  majefty,  falling  on  the  thoughts 
of  holy  men  and  prophets,  fnatches  away  their  fouls  in 
facred  paffions  and  divine  ecftafies,  whilft  their  bodies  are 
in  the  cuftody  of  the  angel  of  death.  At  fuch  times 
they  are  carried  up  through  the  feven  heavens,  beholding 
all  their  wonders,  and  the  purple  fea  which  divides  the 
firlt  heaven  from  the  fecond  ;  they  pafs  by  the  orbs, 
where  fire,  hail,  fnow,  and  thunder  are  prepared,  and 
kept  as  in  refervatovies  againft  the  day  of  calamity,  being 
guarded  by  fpirits  of  vengeance,  who  are  created  to  pu- 
rfifh  infidels ;  then  they  afcend  to  the  fourth  heaven, 
where  dwell  innumerable  armies  of  holy  ones  ;  next  to 
the  fifth,  where  are  the  angels  of  interceffion ;  then  to 
the  fixth,  which  is  the  refidence  of  archangels,  the  inter- 
nuncios,  or  meffengers  of  the  eternal  Majefty  ;  and,  lafb 
of  all,  they  are  introduced  into  the  prefence  of  the  moft 
fnblime  potentates  and  principalities,  who  wait  before 
the  recefs  of  the  Creator  in  the  heavens  above  all  hea- 
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vens,  whofe  height  tranfcends  the  power  of  created  intel¬ 
lects  to  meafure. 

O  Dgnet,  when  I  have  faid  all  I  can,  it  is  nothing  to 
the  purpofe  !  for  no  words  nor  thoughts  can  reach  that- 
infinite  above  all  infinity  ;  nothing  but  pure  unbodied 
minds  can  have  accefs  to  the  ikirts  and  borders  of  that 
endlefs  region  of  light.. 

Therefore,  let  us  not  ftretch  our  vain  imaginations,  nor 
greedily  pry  into  thofe  fecrets  which  for  ever  fly  from 
human  thought;  but,  keeping  ourfelvcs  within  the  bounds 
of  reafon  and  fobriety,  let  us  adore  God,  and  believe  his 
prophet,  obey  the  law  of  cleannefs  and  purity,  without 
injuring  man  or  bealh;  and  that  is  the  way,  if  there  be 
any,  to  afeend  to  the  vifion  and  enjoyment  of  that  happi- 
nefs,  which  at  prefent  is  hid  from  us,. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 

~lr  . .  .  '  —  . . 

XXIII. — To  the  Ac  A  of  the  Janizaries. 

X  received  the  difpatch  coming  from  valorous  hands, 
an  exprefs  perfumed  with  narciflus,  full  of  honourable 
words,  and  exhibiting  a  command  worthy  of  an  Ottoman 
general.  May  the  angel  of  fortitude  conduCl  thee  in  all 
thy  expeditions  againil  infidels,  rebels,  and  heretics. 

Thy  conceptions  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe  are 
very  proper  and  lively  ;  yet  in  fome  things  it  is  pofiible 
thou  hafl  been  miiinformed.  The  affairs  of  Italy  are  in- 
confiderable,  when  compared  with  the  more  important 
wars  of  the  North.  That  quarter  is  at  prefent  the  thea¬ 
tre  of  the  moil  remarkable  aClions  ;  yet  the  campaigns 
in  Flanders  this  year  have  made  fome  noife  in  the  world. 

But  all  the  difeourfe  at  prefent  is  of  the  famous  fiegc 
•jad  taking  of  Fredericks-Ode  by  the  Swedes.  This  is 
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a  fortrefs  belonging  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  efteem- 
ed  one  of  the  ftrongeft  in  Europe  ;  yet  it  was  taken  by 
ftbrm,  wherein  the  Danes  loft  three-and-ninety  principal 
officers,  and  about  three  thoufand  common  foldiers,  three- 
and-thirty  colours,  feven-and-fev$nty  great  guns  of  iron 
and  brafs,  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  barrels  of  pow¬ 
der,  forty  thoufand  mufket-bullets,  fix  hundred  grena- 
does,  three  thoufand  pikes,  and  two  thoufand  two  hun¬ 
dred  fuits  of  armour. 

This  vi&ory  makes  the  Swedes  appear  terrible  to  their 
enemies,  and  they  are  looked  upon  as  the  only  flourifh- 
ing  nation  in  the  North,  as  France  is  in  the  Weft.  Yet 
to  fhow  that  there  is  no  unmixed  happinefs  here  below, 
their  intereft  has  been  much  leffened  by  the  defertion  of 
the  Brandenburghers,  who  now  feem  to  favour  the  caufe 
of  King  Cafimir. 

That  monarch  had  an  interview  lately  with  the  Elec¬ 
tor  of  Brandenburgh,  at  a  place  called  Broomberg, where 
they  embraced  one  another,  banqueted  together,  and  bu¬ 
ried  all  the  memoirs  of  enmity  in  generous  compotations; 
for  this  is  the  way  of  the  Northern  princes  of  Europe, 
who  live  in  fo  cold  a  climate  that  nothing  lefs  than  a  de¬ 
bauch  of  wine  can  thaw  their  frozen  fouls,  and  melt 
them  into  an  obliging  humour. 

As  for  the  ftate  of  England,  I  perceive  thou  knoweft 
the  character  of  Oliver,  the  new  fovereign  of  that  com¬ 
monwealth  ;  yet  •  I  can  inform  thee  that  he  begins  to 
change  his  temper.  There  are  perfons  in  his  court  who 
give  conftant  intelligence  to  the  King  of  France  of  all 
his  fecrets  ;  and  as  the  exiled  King  of  Scots  could  not 
fnuff  a  candle  in  a  paffion  but  that  ufurper  had  know¬ 
ledge  of  it,  fo  neither  can  Oliver  have  a  dream  but  fome 
fpiteful  Mercury  carries  the  news  into  foreign  countries. 
His  fleep  is  interrupted  with  fearful  vifions  of  plots  and' 
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treafons  againft  his  life,  which  makes  him  change  his 
bed  five  or  fix  times  a-night.  They  fay  he  is  metamor- 
phofed  from  a  hero  to  a  perfedt  coward.  And  this  is 
not  the  report  of  the  multitude,  who  take  things  upon 
truft,  but  it  is  the  fport  of  the  French  grandees,  who  wiih 
well  to  the  fon  of  the  late  murdered  Englifh  king. 

I  muft  be  irregular  in  my  method  of  writing,  that  I 
may  oblige  thee  with  military  remarks.  A  more  parti¬ 
cular  account  of  the  ftorm  of  Fredericks-Ode  is  juft  come' 
to  my  hands,  wherein  we  are  affured,  that  it  was  taken 
at  the  firft  affault,  which  much  redounds  to  the  honour 
of  General  Wrangle;  and  that  the  crown-marfhal  of 
Denmark,  with  many  fenators  and  grandees,  fell  by  the 
edge  of  the  fword  ;  and  that  two  thoufand  captives  were 
driven  yoked  in  couples  like  beafts,  as  an  augmentation 
of  the- conqueror’s  triumph. 

Thou  wilt  not  be  difpleafed  at  the  little  coherence  and 
order  of  thefe  memoirs,  confidering  that  it  fuits  well  e- 
nough  with  the  fubjeft ;  for  I  write  a  la  campagne ,  as  the 
French  fay,  and  fo  am  obliged  to  entertain  thee  with 
broken  detachments  of  news,  from  feveral  parts,  as  occa- 
fion  offers. 

The  Spaniards  are  ftark  mad  for  the  lofs  of  Mardike, 
which  was  taken  by  the  Englifh  and  French  in  the  9th 
moon,  and  all  the  garrifon  fent  prifoners  to  Calais.  They 
fwear  they  will  have  this  important  place  again,  what¬ 
ever  it  coft  them.  The  Prince  of  Conde  lies  danger- 
oufly  fick  of  a  fever  at  Ghant  ;  whilft  Don  John  of 
Auftria,  labours  under  a  malady  of  another  nature,  be¬ 
ing  much  diftreffed  for  want  of  money  to  pay  his  fol- 
diers.  This  is  looked  upon  as  a  very  bad  fymptom  in  a 
general  of  an  army. 

The  great  city  Cracow  in  Poland  is  furrendered  by 
the  Swedes  to  King  Cafimir.  That  monarch  begins  to 
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find  a  turn  of  his  affairs,  and  it  is  thought  he  will  draw 
half  the  princes  of  Europe  into  a  league  againft  the 
King  of  Sweden. 

It  will  be  of  no  great  importance  for  thee  to  know, 
that  the  fiege  of  Munfter  is  railed,  and  a  peace  conclud¬ 
ed  between  that  city  and  their  bifhop  ;  yet  it  is  conve- 
nient,  that  this  fhould  be  related  to  the  minifters  of  the 
Divan,  who  are  the  judges  of  human  events  :  Befides,  in 
one  of  my  letters,  I  mentioned  this  quarrel  and  liege. 

Illuftrious  Aga,  I  have  obeyed  thy  commands,  in  fend¬ 
ing  thee  an  abfcradt  of  all  the  moil  remarkable  tranfac- 
tions  in  Europe,  during  the  laid  three  or  four  moons.  I 
wilh  it  were  as  agreeable  to.  any  of  my  friends  to  fend  me 
tire  news  of  our  armies  and  navy. 

But  I  am  more  obliged  to  Grangers  and  infidels  for 
the  intelligence  I  have  of  the  Ottoman  affairs,  than  to- 
any  of  the  true  believers^ 

Brave  commander,  may  God  preferve  thee  from  the. 
common  vices  of  a  foldier’s  life,  and  make  thee  as  re¬ 
nowned  as  Caffim  Hali,  who  was  prefent  in  five-arid- 
twenty  pitched  battles,  received  eight-and-fcrty  wounds,, 
and  yet  lived  to  the  fixty-third  year  of  bis  age. 

Paris,  2;th  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657. 
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LETTER.  I. — To  Cara  Hali,  Phvfician  to  the  Grand 

Seigr.ior. 

M  ost  of  my  letters  to  the  grandees  of  the  Porte  carry 
news,  of  war,  fieges,  and  battles  among  the  Chriftians. 
Now  I  will  tell  thee,  who  art  my  friend,  I.  am  at  war 
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with  myfelf ;  one  potent  paffion  takes  the  field  againft 
another  ;  oppofite  armies  of  affedlions  are  embattled  in 
my  break  ;  my  heart  is  blocked  up  ;  here  lies  interek 
entrenched,  there  honour  difplays  its  ftandard ;  one  mi¬ 
nute  nature  and  felf-prefervation  makes  a  tally,  the  next 
they  are  beat  back  by  generofity  and  love  :  The  work 
of  it  is,  that  thefe  contrary  fadlions  in  the  foul  are  fo 
blended  together  by  a  fecret  correfpondence,  that  it  is 
almoft  impoffible  to  difcern  which  is  which. 

Wouldek  thou  know  what  the  meaning  of  this  is  ?  1 
will  tell  thee  in  brief ;  I  am  in  a  controverfy  with  myfelf, 
whether  I  had  bek  die  or  live. 

Wonder  not  at  the  expreffion,  as  if  it  were  in  any 
man’s  power  to  make  this  choice,  fince,  according  to  the 
muffulman  faith,  we  cannot  haken  or  retard  the  moments 
decreed  by  fate.  Affuredly  predekination  does  not  in 
the  leak  interfere  with  what  is  called  man’s  free-will  : 
Every  the  mok  voluntary  addon  of  our  lives  complies  as 
exactly  with  the  appointment  of  eternal  dekiny,  as  the 
accidental  fall  of  a  tile  of  a  houfe,  or  a  more  regular  and. 
conkant  defcent  of  rain,  fnow,  and  hail,  from  the  clouds.. 
And  for  aught  I  know,  we  may  as  properly  call  it  the 
free-will  of  a  river,  to  run  toward  the  fea,  as  for  a  man 
to  purfue  the  various  currents  of  his  own  reafon  or  appe¬ 
tite  ;  for  fo  a  fountain  frequently  divides  itfelf  into  many, 
kreams,  before  it  falls  into  the  ocean,  which  is  its  centre  ; 
and  man  himfelf,  notwithkanding  the  boaked  freedom  of 
his  will,  is  as  much  confined  to  a&,  according  to  his  prin¬ 
ciples,  prepoffeflions,  prejudices,  paffions,.  and  habits,  as 
the  different  rivulets  iffuing  from  the  fame  fpring  are  re- 
llrained  each  within  the  banks  of  its  proper-  channel. 

But  not  to  entertain  thee  with  more  allegor.es,  both, 
thou  and  I,  and  all  men,  find  ourfelves  violently  carried 
away  by  certain  inclinations,  fo  forcible  as  no  power. of. 
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our  will  is  able  to  refill: :  Sometimes  our  love,  hate,  joy, 
grief,  and  fo  the  reft  of  human  pafiions,  are  as  involun¬ 
tary  as  the  motions  of  our  pulfe.  And  though  in  the 
moft  important  adlions  of  our  lives  we  generally  form 
fome  regular  defign,  as  their  fcope  and  centre,  yet  we  do 
many  things  without  refledtion,  as  muficians  are  faid  fome- 
times  to  play  excellent  tunes  without  fo  much  as  regard¬ 
ing  or  thinking  what  they  are  about  ;  by  all  which  it  is 
evident,  that  our  will  has  little  to  do  in  the  condudl  of 
our  lives.  We,  like  all  other  creatures,  add  according  to 
certain  fecret  impulfes  of  nature.  The  very  fame  faculty 
which  we  call  inftindl  in  the  beaft,  is  no  other  than  what 
we  term  reafon,  wifdom,  knowledge,  difcretion,  and  fore- 
caft  in  ourfelves  ;  and  I  think  it  is  no  folecifm  to  fay, 
that  that  was  a  prudent  dog,  who  perceiving  his  mailer 
making  ready  a  rope  to  hang  him,  flily  ilipt  away,  and 
never  came  near  him  more. 

Suffer  me  to  make  yet  a  farther  digrelfion,  and  afcribe 
it  to  fate  i  for  I  am  on  a  fudden  ftrangely  interrupted  in 
my  thoughts  by  a  moft  furious  tempeft,  a  medley  of 
hail,  rain,  lightning,  and  thunder,  and  this  laft,  though 
not  over  noify  and  loud,  yet  it  was  the  moft  Angularly 
terrifying  that  ever  I  heard  in  my  life.  There  is  a  fort 
of  thunder  which  they  call  the  drum,  becaufe  it  approach¬ 
es  near  the  found  of  that  warlike  inftrument,  making  a 
lively  fierce  rumbling  in  the  air,  like  the  beat  of  an  a- 
larm  ;  there  is  another  more  furprifing,  like  the  roaring 
of  cannons  ;  but  this  had  a  touch  in  it  of  the  moft  harlh, 
affrightening,  and  irregular  noifes  that  ever  Ihcok  the 
welkin. 

I  was  pofieffed  with  a  deep  melancholy,  as  foon  as  I 
heard  the  horrid  clatter  begin,  and  faw  the  air  darken  a- 
pace,  with  a  more  than  ordinary  gloominefs ;  then  I  felt 
fome  religious  pafiions  ftruggling  with  my  reafon  ;•  I  was. 
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full  of  fears,  left  God  was  angry  with  me  for  my  coun¬ 
terfeited  life  among  the  Chriftians ;  and  imagined  no  lefs 
than  that  this  tempeft  was  railed  on  purpofe  to  deftroy 
me,  and  make  me  an  example  to  all  muffulmans,  who 
dare  deny  the  holy  prophet,  to  ferve  the  intereft  of  the 
Grand  Seignior,  as  much  a  mortal  as  themfelves  ;  or  at 
leaft  I  concluded  I  fhould  tafte  my  fhare  of  the  wrath  of 
Heaven  at  this  choleric  juncture  ;  r.ay,  and  all  the  philo- 
fophy  I  could  mufter  together  ferved  but  to  raife  my  dif- 
mal  expectations  of  the  fatal  blaft  ;  for  I  could  not  a- 
void  thinking,  that  a  wicked  man  is  a  magnet  which  na¬ 
turally  attraCts  the  vengeance  of  Heaven,  and  that  I  be¬ 
ing  fuch  in  the  higheft  degree,  could  not  fail  of  having 
my  foul  fcorched  up  at  once  to  nothing,  or  metamor- 
phofed  to  a  fury  (which  is  worfej  by  fome  furprifing 
and  inevitable  flafh  ;  for  to  pafs  from  this  life  by  light¬ 
ning,  poifon,  or  an  earthquake,  are  the  only  deaths  I 
fear. 

I  fell  on  my  knee3  and  face,  addrefling  myfelf  to  God 
with  the  moil  humble  and  fervent  devotion  I  was  capa¬ 
ble  of ;  I  made  my  application  alfo  to  his  prophet ;  I 
Faid  and  did  all  that  I  thought  would  procure  a  refpite 
of  the  punifhment  I  feared  :  At  length,  being  tired  and 
fick  of  too  much  prayer,  I  rofe  and  fat  down  cheerfully, 
remembering  I  was  a  muflulman,  and  refigned  to  the 
will  of  deftiny  ;  confidering  alfo  that  I  was  an  Arabian, 
of  a  noble  ftock,  I  refolved,  if  I  mull  die,  to  prepare 
myfelf  with  a  moderation  worthy  of  my  blood,  that  fo  I 
might  go  to  the  invifibles  like  the  grandfon  of  an  emir. 

Perhaps  thou  wilt  impute  this  to  vanity;  but  I  efteem 
it  a  point  of  juftice  for  a  man  to  take  care  that  he  may 
live  and  die  like  himfelf,  without  degenerating  from  the 
virtue  of  his  anceftors,  or  bringing  a  difgrace  on  the 
tribe  to  which  he  belongs ;  for  though  God  has  created 
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all  men  of  the  fame  mould,  yet  he  has  diftinguiihed  one 
family  from  another,  by  more  than  fpecific  characters  im¬ 
printed  on  them  in  their  nativity,  and  has  ennobled  fome 
mortals  with  peculiar  qualities  and  innate  perfections, 
which  others  are  wholly  ftrangers  to  ;  fo  there  are  others 
remarkable  for  hereditary  vices. 

Whether  thefe  things  depend  on  the  blood,  or  on  the 
different  circumltances  of  fouls  before  they  came  into 
thefe  bodies,  is  a  queftion  not  foon  refolved ;  but  this  I 
am  fure  of,  that  I  find  in  myfelf  both  fome  virtues  and 
▼ices,  which  I  could  never  yet  difcover  fo  oddly  blended 
together  in  any  other  mortal.  I  am  always  campaigning 
on  the  frontiers  of  good  and  evil ;  yet  my  paffions  are 
not  mercenary  ;  no  price  can  tempt  me  to  treafon  or 
perfidy  ;  I  am  matter  of  a  certain  faftnefs  of  fpirit,  which 
no  human  charm  is  able  to  difmantle ;  my  integrity  can¬ 
not  be  warped  by  gold  ;  and  it  is  for  this  reafon  I  a  lit¬ 
tle  value  myfelf,  which  makes  me  fometimes  inclined  ra¬ 
ther  bravely  to  fally  forth  into  the  unknown  world,  than 
tarry  in  this,  where  I  meet  with  nothing  but  contempt 
and  difefleem  from  the  flaves  of  him  for  whofe  fake  I 
bear  the  fatigue  of  life.  Surely,  think  I,  wherever  it 
be  my  lot  to  go,  after  my  efcape  from  this  mortal  date, 
the  fpirits  of  that  region  will  be  kind  to  me  for  the  fake 
of  my  incorruptible  truftinefs ;  for  they  have  intrigues- 
as  well  as  we,  and  confequently  will  be  glad  of  faithful 
agents. 

In  a  word,  fince  all  my  zeal  and  loyalty  is  thought 
not  to  merit  any  reward  in  this  life,  I  would  fain  try 
whether  at  lead  I  may  not  deferve  to  be  a  ghod  of  ho¬ 
nour,  if  there  be  any  fuch  didintions  in  that  world  of 
fpirits. 

Paris,  27th  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1657 
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II. — To  Mustapha,  Bajfa. 

I  shall  acquaint  thee  with  a  late  tranfadion  in  this 
kingdom,  which  I  believe  has  but  few  examples.  The 
kaimacham  has  already  received  a  difpatch  from  me, 
wherein  I  fignified  the  return  of  Chriftina  Queen  of 
Sweden  into  France  :  This  princefs,  fince  her  arrival  at 
Fountainbleau,  having  difcovered  fome  fecret  treachery 
in  one  of  her  retinue,  who  was  an  Italian  marquis,  pro¬ 
nounced  a  formal  fentence  of  death  on  him,  which  was 
accordingly  executed  on  the  ioth  day  of  the  I  ith  moon, 
by  her  own  officers,  in  a  gallery  of  her  palace,  after  he 
had  been  warned  of  it  by  her  exprefs  order,  and  had  a 
confeffor  fent  to  him  to  prepare  him  for  another  world. 

When  this  was  done,  fire  immediately  fent  a  mefien- 
ger  to  acquaint  the  French  king  with  this  action,  and 
the  reafons  which  induced  her  to  it.  Some  of  the  cour¬ 
tiers  at  firft  perfuaded  him,  that  the  queen’s  proceedings 
intrenched  on  his  royal  prerogative,  he  being  the  foie  ar¬ 
biter  of  life  and  death  within  his  own  dominions,  where¬ 
upon  Monfieur  de  Chanut  was  fent  to  expoftulate  with 
her.  I  have  formerly  mentioned  this  perfon  in  fome  of 
my  letters,  when  he  was  ambaflador  from  this  crown  to 
Q^een  Chriftina,  then  reigning  in  Sweden.  He  is  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  great  abilities,  and  for  that  reafon  he  has  been 
employed  in  the  nroft  difficult  negotiations  with  the  ftates 
of  Holland,  and  other  countries. 

Yet  people  cenfure  varioufly  ;  and  the  cafe  has  been 
referred  to  the  dodors  of  the  civil  law,  who  pronounced 
this  fentence  in  her  favour,  “  That  being  an  independent 
fovereign,  and  having  the  King  of  France’s  permiffion 
to  refide  in  this  realm,  the  rights  of  fovereignty  could 
not  be  denied  her  over  her  own  fubjeds ;  Such  are  to  be 
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efteemed  all  that  are  in  her  fervice  and  take  her  pay,  ex¬ 
cept  the  fubjedls  of  the  ftate  where  Ihe  refides.” 

The  fwift  execution  of  this  queen’s  fentence  on  her 
fervant,  in  part  refembles  the  rigour  of  our  eaftern  juf- 
tice,  which  admits  of  no  delays  in  punilhing  criminal 
perfons,  and  removing  traitors  out  of  the  way ;  neither 
is  it  to  be  diverted  by  any  fear  of  after-claps.  And 
though  thefe  weftern  monarchs  generally  put  no  man  to 
death  without  a  formal  procefs  at  law,  yet  femetimes 
they  have  leaped  over  this  rule,  and  only  give  the  word 
of  command  to  fome  of  their  officers,  and  the  bufinefs 
was  done ;  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  Marefchal  de  Ancre,  and 
the  Duke  of  Guife  ;  the  one  falling  by  a  piilol  bullet, 
the  other  by  the  ftab  of  a  dagger;  and  both  in  the 
king’s  own  palace,  furrounded  with  their  fervants  and 
friends  ;  and  there  was  tio  other  way  for  the  crown  of 
France  to  fecure  itfelf  from  the  attempts  of  thefe  dan¬ 
gerous  men,  who  were  grown  to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  mo¬ 
narch  it  almoll  as  much  as  their  mailer. 

Mighty  baffa,  the  charms  of  foveieignty  are  very 
ffrong,  creating  envy  and  ambition  in  fubje£fs,  andjea- 
loufy  in  princes.  It  is  not  fafe  for  an  eminent  grandee 
to  appear  too  popular  ;  for  he  that  is  inverted  with  a  dia¬ 
dem  can  never  brook  a  rival,  or  one  whom  he  has  reafon 
to  fufpedl  for  fuch. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  ift  Moon,  of  the  Year  16.58. 


III. — To  Mustapha,  Berber  Aga. 

The  Spaniards  are  ail  diffolved  in  joy  for  the  birth  of  a 
young  prince  and  heir  of  that  declining  monarchy.  It 
is  faid  that  the  king  his  father  appointed  a  folemn  fcftival 
throughout  all  his  dominions,  commanding  his  fubje&s  to 
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celebrate  it  with  the  moll  exalted  demonftrations  of  joy ; 
and  on  that  day  he  himfelf  wore  the  ranfom  of  kings 
in  his  apparel,  the  very  diamonds  and  pearls  in  his  hat 
being  valued  at  three  millions  of  gold,  by  which  thou 
piayeft  guefs  at  the  reft. 

He  has  alfo  communicated  this  joyful  news  to  all 
Chriftian  princes  and  ftates,  his  friends  and  allies.  And 
indeed  he  has  fome  reafon  to  make  a  noife  of  this  good 
fortune,  being  an  old  man,  and  in  all  men’s  opinion  not 
likely  to  have  any  more  children. 

His  ambafiadors  in  foreign  countries  endeavour  to 
imitate  their  prince  in  all  manner  of  magnificent  triumphs, 
and  particularly  from  'Holland  we  have  the  following  ac¬ 
count  :  That  on  a  certain  day  of  this  moon  of  January, 
Don  Stephano  de  Gamara,  the  Spaniih  ambaffador  at 
the  Hague,  caufed  Te  Deum  to  be  fung  with  excellent 
voices  and  mufic,  whilft  fifty  pieces  of  ordnance  played 
continually  ;  at  night  an  hundred  and  fifty  pitch  barrels 
were  lighted  on  feveral  fcaffolds  in  the  ftreets,  and  all  the 
windows  in  the  Hague  were  illuminated  with  wax  tapers  ; 
and  thefe  words  were  feen  flaming  in  an  artificial  fire- 
work  for  two  hours  together  : 

ParVe,  at  Magne  PhILIppe, 

Proi'pere,  proCeDe,  et  regna. 

I  need  not  explain  this  infcription  to  thee,  who  art 
verfed  in  the  Roman  language,  and  wilt  find  that  all  the 
fait  of  thefe  words  lies  in  the  capital  letters  pointing  at 
the  year  wherein  this  young  prince  was  born,  viz. 
MDCLVII.  except  a  little  pun  upon  his  name,  which 
is  Philip  Profper.  On  each  fide  appeared  the  arms  of 
the  Spanifh  king,  and  underneath  the  Golden  Fleece,  fo 
artificially  contrived,  that  from  it  fprung  fountains  of 
divers  kinds  of  wine,  at  which  the  multitude  drank  li¬ 
berally  for  fome  hours,  whilft  many  new  coined  pieces  of 
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gold  and  filver  were  fcattered  among  them  out  of  the 
ambaflador’s  windows.  They  were  ftamped  with  an  olive 
tree,  having  this  motto  on  one  fide  : 

Crefcente  hac,  Pax  aurea  crefcct. 

And  on  the  other  fide,  a  hand,  with  this  infcription  in  a 
label : 

Dabit  Populis  Pacem, 

The  French  ridicule  this  latter  motto,  and  fay  the  King 
of  Spain  will  ere  long  deferve  the  title  of  peace-maker, 
when  he  finall  be  forced  to  fue  for  it,  not  being  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  carry  on  a  war. 

Illuftrious  officer,  I  know  thou  art  well  verfed  in  the 
Roman  hiftories,  having  been  educated  under  Achmet 
Lala,  who  was  a  learned  man  ;  and  it  is  probable  thou 
art  no  ftranger  to  the  more  modern  relations  of  Europe, 
and  the  divers  chara&ers  of  the  people  that  inhabit  it ; 
yet  give  me  leave  to  tell  thee,  that  Rome,  in  all  its  vic¬ 
torious  bravery,  never  faw  firmer  foldiers  in  a  battle  than 
the  Spaniards  are  at  this  day  ;  but  the  French  have  finer 
wits,  more  money,  and  better  fortune,  and  it  is  this 
makes  them  infult ;  befides,  deftiny  over- rules  all  things. 
Every  kingdom  and  empire  has  its  climadters,  wherein  it 
droops,  declines,  and  at  the  grand  critical  period  falls  to 
ruin. 

The  Greeks  had  money  enough  when  the  great  fultan 
Mahomet  befieged  Conftantinople,  but  they  had  not  wit 
to  ufe  it  for  their  own  prefervation  ;  and  fo  that  city, 
the  laft  confiderable  ftake  of  the  empire,  was  loft  to  the 
Ottomans,  who  foon  after  became  mafters  of  all  the 
reft. 

Thou  haft  wealth  in  abundance,  and  difcretion  to  ma¬ 
nage  it  :  Slip  no  opportunities,  but  remember  the  old 
Arabian  proverb,  which  fays,  “  God  has  given  whole 
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days  to  the  fortunate,  but  to  the  unhappy  he  affords  only 
fome  hours.” 

Paris,  17th  of  the  ifl  Moon,  of  the  Year  16.58. 


IV. — To  Pest eli  Hali,  his  Brother,  Majler  of  the 
Grand  Seignior's  Cujlonu  at  Conjlantinoplc. 

I  remember  my  promife,  though  it  be  late.  Thou 
knovveft  I  have  many  hindrances,  and  therefore  wilt  not 
tax  me  with  feigning  an  excufe.  However,  thy  letter 
came  to  me  in  a  good  hour,  to  put  me  in  mind  of  thefe 
things,  and  to  inquire  of  our  mother’s  health,  who  flill 
refides  in  this  city. 

I  have  faid  nothing  of  her  fince  my  firft  letter  after  her 
arrival  at  Paris :  And  to  tell  thee  the  truth,  (he  has  faid 
little  herfelf,  being  ignorant  of  the  French  tongue,  and 
too  old  to  learn  it  ;  therefore  her  chief  converfation  has 
been  with  Eliachim  and  me  above  thefe  three  years,  for 
that  Jew  fpeaks  indifferent  good  Turkifh  and  Arabic. 

If  thou  wouldeft  know  how  (he  has  fpent  her  time,  it 
is  divided  between  her  devotions  and  her  needle  :  She 
lives  more  reclufe  than  a  Chriftian  nun,  feldorn  or  never 
ftirring  abroad,  unlefs  to  take  the  air  of  the  fields,  and 
then  (hut  up  in  a  coach  with  her  maid  :  In  a  word,  her 
manner  of  living  is  a  fit  example  for  the  French  women, 
for  in  all  things  fhe  obferves  the  law  of  her  education, 
and  the  modeft  cuftoms  of  the  Eaft. 

No  argument  can  perfuade  her  to  change  her  Grecian 
garb,  or  drefs  herfelf  after  the  loofe  mode  of  weftern  fe¬ 
males  ;  neither  will  fhe  eat  or  drink  any  where,  but  in 
the  houfe  of  Eliachim,  for  fear  of  infringing  the  precepts 
of  the  Alcoran,  and  difobeying  the  meffenger  of  God  ; 
for  fhe  efteems  the  diet  of  the  Jews  pure,  and  free  from 
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pollution.  In  her  pious  and  motherly  zeal,  (he  rebukes 
me  for  eating  and  drinking  with  infidels ;  and  T  have  no¬ 
thing  to  fay  in  my  defence,  but  the  necefiity  I  lie  under 
®f  preventing  fufpicion,  that  fo  I  may  ferve  the  fultaa 
with  greater  fuccefs,  and  that  I  have  the  mufti’s  difpen- 
fation  for  this  and  many  more  irregularities.  When  (he 
hears  this,  (he  lifts  up  her  eyes  to  Heaven,  lays  her  hand 
upon  her  bread:,  and  appears  refigned ;  yet  fnakes  her 
head,  and  feems  to  pity  my  cafe  ;  not  without  fome  re¬ 
flections  on  the  corruption  of  the  times,  the  impiety  of 
the  feraglio,  and  want  of  zeal  for  the  holy  prophet. 

She  has  her  health  to  a  miracle  ;  and,  excepting  the 
firft  two  moons  after  (lie  came  to  Paris,  I  never  heard 
her  complain  of  the  lead  indifpofition.  It  is  poffible  the 
change  of  air,  with  the  inconveniences  of  travelling  fo 
far  by  fea  and  land,  might  incommode  her  at  firft.  She 
was  for  a  while  troubled  with  rheums,  obftrudtions,  and 
a  dyfentery  ;  but  (he  foon  overcame  thcfe  diftempers,  and 
has  ever  (nice  been  perfectly  well. 

We  often  difcourfe  together  of  thee  and  thy  travels 
in  the  Eaft;  fometimes  I  read  part  of  thy  journal  to  her, 
which  affords  her  infinite  delight.  She  congratulates  her- 
felf,  and  thy  good  fortune  in  efcaping  fo  many  perils  and 
deaths,  as  every  where  threaten  a  ftranger ;  and  takes  a 
particular  delight  to  hear  thy  adventures  with  the  Indian 
lady,  at  the  court  of  Raja  Hulacu.  Thou  mayeft  be  af- 
furtd  our  mother  bears  a  lingular  affedlion  to  thee,  for 
we  never  meet  without  wiftiing  thee  in  our  company  ; 
(he  rejoices  mightily  to  hear  of  thy  profperity  and  ad¬ 
vancement  in  the  favour  of  the  Grand  Seignior  and  his 
principal  minifters,  wiftiing  thee  every  day  a  new  ftep  of 
honour  and  intereft  :  Thou  mayeft  alfo  reft  faiisfi^d  that 
Mihnaur  comes  not  (hort  of  the  affection  he  owes  to  fuch 
a  brother. 
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At  other  times  we  talk  of  our  coufin  Ifouf,  who  is 
now  in  the  frozen  regions  of  the  North.  His  itinerary- 
memoirs  are  alfo  very  pleafant,  and  we  pafs  fome  hours 
in  reading  and  comparing  them  with  the  difpatches  which 
I  frequently  receive  from  Mehemet,  an  exiled  eunuch  in 
Egypt ;  for  Ifouf  is  more  large  in  his  defcription  of  that 
Country,  and  his  remarks  on  its  antiquities,  than  any 
other  part  of  Africa :  Yet  he  fays  enough  of  all  that 
fouthern  quarter. 

As  to  what  I  promifed  to  inform  thee  concerning  the 
pyramids,  mummies,  and  other  Angularities  of  Egypt, 
know  that  our  kinfman  Ifouf  is  a  great  critic,  and  gives 
the  lie  to  Herodotus,  Diodorus,  Strabo,  Pliny,  and  other 
writers  of  Greece  and  Rome  ;  neither  will  he  confent  in 
all  things  to  our  Arabian  hiftories. 

He  fays  the  pyramids  are  neither  fo  high,  nor  does 
their  bafis  take  up  fo  much  ground,  as  is  reported  by  the 
ancients  ;  he  laughs  at  thofe  who  affirm  they  caft  no 
fljadows  at  noon,  having  experienced  the  contrary  when 
the  fun  was  in  Capricorn  :  And  we  may  believe  him  in 
this,  on  good  grounds ;  for  it  is  recorded  of  Thales  Mi- 
lefius,  who  lived  about  two  thoufand  years  ago,  that  he 
took  the  height  of  thefe  pyramids  by  their  ihadows. 

There  are  three  of  thefe  admirable  ftru&ures  not  far 
from  Cairo,  and  about  eighteen  more  in  the  defarts  of 
Lybia.  It  is  generally  fuppofed  that  they  were  built  for 
fepulchres  of  the  Egyptian  kings,  fome  of  them  before 
the  flood,  the  reft  after.  There  are  not  wanting  hifto- 
rians,  who  affert  the  greateft  of  the  pyramids  to  be  the 
tomb  of  Seth,  the  fon  of  Adam. 

Ifouf  was  within  this  mighty  fabric,  and  attefts  that 
after  he  and  his  company  had  defcended  and  afcended 
through  certain  galleries,  they  came  at  laft  to  a  fquare 
chamber,  walled  about  with  pure  Thebaic  marble,  m  the 
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middle  of  which  was  a  cheft  of  the  fame  (lone,  which, 
when  ftruck  with  the  foot,  founded  like  a  mufical  inftni- 
ment.  It  is  believed  that  in  this  cheft  was  laid  the  body 
of  the  king  who  built  that  pyramid.  — 

The  ancient  Egyptians  were  of  opinion,  that  even  af¬ 
ter  that  which  we  call  death,  of  the  feparation  of  the 
foul  and  body,  there  were  certain  arts  to  retain  them  to¬ 
gether,  if  not  in  fo  ftjricl  and  intimate  an  union  as  be¬ 
fore,  yet  in  a  very  familiar  correfpondence  for  many 
ages ;  fo  that  the  foul  fliould  always  take  delight  to  hover 
about  the  body,  and  to  exercifc  its  faculties  in  the  place 
where  that  was  repofed, 

For  this  reafon,  in  the  firft  place,  they  took  out  the 
bowels,  and  whatfoever  was  moil  liable  to  corruption  ; 
and,  having  waihed  the  empty  belly  with  wine  of  palms, 
mixed  with  aromatic  powders,  they  fluffed  it  with  myrrh, 
cafila,  and  many  coftly  confections,  and  then  fewed  it 
up  ;  after  this,  they  purified  the  whole  body  with  nitre, 
and  having  drawn  out  the  brains  by'  the  noilrils  with  a 
hook,  they  filled  up  the  fkull  with  melted  gums ;  and 
laft  of  all,  they  fwathed  up  the  whole  body  in  filk, 
fmearing  it  over  with  rich  mixture  of  bitumen,  fpices, 
and  gums,  and  fo  delivered  it  to  the  kindred  to  be  laid 
up  in  the  fepulchre. 

Thefe  were  the  preparations  they  made  to  court  the 
prefence  of  the  foul,  by  rendering  the  body'  for  ever 
fweet  and  incorruptible  ;  and  that  the  majefty  of  royal 
ghofts  might  never  be  interrupted  or  violated  by  the 
neighbourhood  of  vulgar  fpirits,  or  the  ruder  approach 
of  mortals,  kings  built  thefe  magnificent  piles,  as  the 
palaces  of  their  laft  repofe.  It  is  therefore  they  were 
erefted  in  defarts  and  unfrequented  places,  and  in  fuch  a 
form  as  was  efteemed  the  moft  durable  and  fecure  from 
the  injuries  of  time,  the  affaults  of  the  elements,  and 
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from  the  common  fate  of  all  human  enterprifes ;  each 
ftone  of  a  prodigious  bulk,  and  riveted  to  the  next  with 
a  bar  of  iron,  which,  with  the  llrength  and  invincible 
failnefs  of  the  cement,  renders  it  a  thing  impoffib'ie  for 
any  one  of  thefe  pyramids  to  be  demolifhed,  though  all 
mankind  were  fet  to  work  for  many  fuccefiive  genera¬ 
tions. 

A1  Mamun  the  caliph  of  Babylon  attempted  to  do  it, 
but  in  vain  ;  for  after  he  had  fet  his  men  to  work,  and 
been  at  vaft  expences,  they  made  but  one  fmali  breach, 
fo  inconfiderable,  that  being  made  fenfible  it  would  ex- 
hauft  his  treafures  to  remove  but  the  hundredth  part  of 
the  pyramid,  he  defifted,  full  of  wonder  at  the  wifdom 
of  the  founders. 

If  it  be  true  that  the  foul  may,  by  fuch  allurements 
as  thefe,  be  prevailed  on  to  remain  with  the  body  in  its 
fepulchre,  and  that  a  man’s  future  happinefs  confifts  in 
this,  I  fhould  myfelf  admire  and  imitate  thofe  Egyptian 
fages ;  I  would  in  my  lifetime  build  me  a  fmali  maufo- 
leum,  according  to  tny  ability,  and  order,  in  my  laft 
will  and  teftament,  that  my  body  be  embalmed  and  con- 
dited  for  a  perpetual  duration  :  But  if  none  of  thefe 
arts  can  alter  the  decrees  of  deftiny,  or  force  an  immor¬ 
tal  fpirit  from  ranging  where  it  pleafes,  I  muft  conclude 
with  Pliny,  that  this  celebrated  wifdom  of  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  was  no  other  than  glorious  folly,  and  all  the  mag¬ 
nificence  of  their  kings,  in  building  fuch  coftly  fepul- 
chres,  but  royal  wade. 

They  themfelves,  in  thus  cautioufly  providing  to  fe- 
cure  the  foul’s  abode  with  the  body  after  death,  tacitly- 
owned,  that  by  the  courfe  of  nature  it  would  immediate¬ 
ly  pafs  into  fome  other  ;  nay,  the  tranfmigration  of  fouls 
was  an  eftablifhed  do&rine  in  Egypt.  How  then  could 
they  be  fo  blind  as  to  imagine  a  dead  carcafe,  however 
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perfumed  and  fenced  againfi:  corruption,  was  more  invit¬ 
ing  than  an  embryo  formed  to  live  ?  or  that  it  was  more 
eligible  for  the  foul  to  be  imprifoned  in  a  dark  dungeon, 
(for  no  better  are  the  infides  of  the  pyramids)  than  to 
enjoy  the  light  of  rhe  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  and  the  va¬ 
rious  fweets  cf  the  elements  ?  Brother,  in  my  opinion,  it 
were  better  to  be  a  bird,  a  worm,  a  fly,  or  any  living 
thing,  than  to  be  thus  immured  for  many  ages,  and  have 
no  other  companion  but  an  old  falted  mummy. 

Ifouf  has  made  fome  remarks  on  the  river  Nile,  to 
which,  he  fays,  Egypt  owes  not  only  its  corn  and  fruits, 
but  alfo  the  very  foil  which  brings  them  forth;  for  every 
year,  at  the  time  of  the  inundation,  that  river  brings  a- 
long  with  it  from  Ethiopia,  or  fome  other  regions  through 
which  it  pafles,  abundance  of  ilime  and  mud,  with  which 
it  covers  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  leaving  it  behind  at  the 
decreafe  of  the  waters  ;  fo  that  the  foil  of  Egypt  is  bor¬ 
rowed  from  other  countries  :  And  if  this  be  true,  for 
aught  we  know,  the  place  of  its  fituation  may  be  bor¬ 
rowed  from  the  fea,  according  to  the  opinion  of  fome 
ancient  philofophers. 

Herodotus,  Pliny,  and  others,  were  of  this  perfuafion, 
grounding  their  conjectures  on  the  nearer  approaches  of 
the  continent  to  the  ifland  Pharos,  from  the  time  of  BIo- 
mer,  who  exactly  calculated  its  diflance  ;  and  they  con¬ 
cluded,  that  the  immenfe  quantities  of  flime  which  the 
Nile  tranfpotts  from  the  mountainous  regions  of  Africa, 
might,  in  the  fpace  of  two  myriads  of  years,  have  filled 
up  all  that  part  of  the  fea,  which  is  now  firm  land,  and 
called  Egypt. 

If  this  be  true,  it  feems  to  be  very  ftrange  that  the 
Egyptians  fhould  boaft  of  greater  antiquity  than  any 
other  nation  in  the  world,  though  their  country  itfelf  be 
the  youngeft  of  all  the  regions  on  earth,  an  abortive  fpot 
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of  ground,  hatched  by  a  river  in  the  depths  of  the  fea, 
and  ever  fince  cherilhed  by  that  river,  as  by  a  parent  or 
nurfe,  which  ceafes  not  to  convey  to  it  yearly  a  conve- 
nient  proportion  of  aliment,  whereby  the  country  itfelf 
grows  in  bulk,  and  the  inhabitants  are  maintained,  O 
admirable  providence  of  nature,  who  can  penetrate  into 
thy  myfterious  conduct  ?  O  Egypt,  abounding  in  prodi¬ 
gies  and  winders !  where  the  land  and  water,  with  the  o- 
ther  elements,  confpire  to  render  thee  all  over  miraculous. 

Dear  Pefteli,  I  am  tranfported  when  I  think  of  that 
region,  and  could  relate  a  thoufand  more  paffages  both 
out  of  Ifouf’s  memoirs,  and  from  the  mouth  of  others 
who  have  travelled  thither  to  obferve  fo  many  miracles ; 
but  I  believe  thy  patience  will  be  fufficiently  tired  with 
the  length  of  this  letter  ;  befides,  my  mother  is  juft  come 
to  vifit  me,  and  defires  me  to  recommend  her  unfeigned 
affe&ions  to  thee. 

Be  afiured  alfo,  that  Mahmut  loves  thee  with  the  inte¬ 
grity  of  a  man,  and  the  tendernefs  of  a  brother  ;  and  he 
ferves  thee  in  all  things  without  repining. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  xft  Moon,  of  the  Year  1658. 


V. — 7 ‘9  the  Kaimacham. 

The  Venetians  are  very  angry  for  the  lofs  of  Tenedos, 
and  not  without  reafon,  for  that  ifland  is  a  delicate  fpot 
of  ground,  abounding  in  rich  wines,  and  other  products 
of  nature ;  befides  it  commands  the  avenue  of  the  firm¬ 
ing  city,  the  refuge  of  mortals. 

They  varioufly  relate  the  manner  of  its  being  taken 
from  them,  by  the  arms  which  no  earthly  power  is  able 
to  refill  ;  endeavouring,  in  all  their  rumours,  to  difguife 
the  truth  as  much  as  they  can,  and  mifreprefent  the 
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bravery  of  the  Ottomans,  that  fo  the  aCtions  of  their 
own  generals  may  make  the  greater  figure. 

Thefe  Nazarenes  have  a  bad  caufe,  and  therefore  are 
compelled  to  make  ufe  of  fhifts  and  equivocations  to  fup- 
port  it  :  They  are  quite  degenerated  from  the  integrity 
of  the  primitive  followers  of  Jefus.  In  a  word,  they 
make  good  the  charafter  of  the  ancient  Candiots,  of 
whom  a  certain  poet  fays,  “  They  are  thorough-paced 
liars,  ravenous  beafts,  and  gluttonous  drones.” 

It  is  believed  in  thefe  parts,  that  when  the  Venetians 
quitted  the  ifland,  they  departed  not  without  revenge, 
fetting  fire  to  a  mine,  and  blowing  up  feveral  hundreds 
of  Mahometans  into  the  air. 

However,  they  have  for  ever  profcribed  and  excom¬ 
municated  Girolamo  Loredan,  and  Giovanni  Contarini, 
in  whofe  cuftody  the  chief  fortrefies  of  the  illand  were, 
accufing  them  of  cowardice  and  treachery  ;  offering  alfa 
two  thoufand  fequins  to  any  that  feizes  on  them  within 
the  dominions  of  Venice,  and  three  thoufand  to  him  that 
kills  them  in  another  country. 

I  know  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  all- commanding 
Porte  to  protect  thefe  exiles  if  they  are  within  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  our  fovereign,  much  more  if  they  fhelter  them- 
felves  in  that  fanCtuary  of  the  diftreffed :  But  thou  and 
the  other  fupreme  minifcers  are  beft  able  to  judge  whe¬ 
ther  thefe  infidels  merit  fo  great  a  favour. 

Perhaps  their  cafe  may  be  like  that  of  Nadaft,  gover¬ 
nor  of  Buda,  when  Solyman  the  Magnificent  befieged 
that  city  ;  for  Nadaft:  was  a  man  of  invincible  courage 
and  fidelity,  but  was  betrayed  by  the  foldiers,who  bound 
him  in  chains,  and  delivered  up  the  city  and  cattle  to  the 
victorious  fultan.  That  brave  hero,  underftanding  their 
treachery,  and  the  rc-folution  of  Nadaft,  fet  him  at  liber¬ 
ty,  and  presented  him  with  rfoble  gifts ;  but  commanded 
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the  perfidious  garrifon  to  be  cut  in  pieces,  a  due  reward 
cf  their  treafon  :  For  though  princes  often  make  ufe  ot 
traitors  to  ferve  their  own  defigns,  yet  when  the  work 
is  done,  they  commonly  purfue  the  hated  inftruments 
with  the  effedls  of  a  juft  contempt  and  indignation. 

Plutarch  the  Greek  hiftorian  abounds  with  inftances  of 
this  nature,  fo  does  Herodiun  and  other  Roman  authors; 
but  no  example  of  punifhment  in  this  kind  feems  fo  pro¬ 
portionate,  regular,  and  ingenious,  as  that  which  Bren- 
nus  King  of  the  Gauls  caufed  to  be  inflidled  on  a  virgin 
of  Ephefus,  who,  when  he  befieged  that  city,  promifed 
to  deliver  it  into  his  hands,  on  condition  that  his  foldicrs 
would  bellow  on  her  all  their  ornaments  of  gold  which 
they  had  plundered  in  the  wars  of  Alia,  and  wore  about 
them  as  trophies ;  for  when  {he  had  performed  her  con* 
tradl,  the  wife  general,  to  do  his  part,  caufed  this  virgin 
to  fit  down  on  the  ground,  and  then  every  foldier  in  his 
army  calling  his  plate  into  her  lap,  Ihe  was  oppreffed 
with  the  infupportable  weight,  and  buried  alive  in  a  heap 
of  gold. 

I  do  not  mention  this  as  if  the  like  were  due  to  the 
Venetian  captains  ;  I  refer  the  judgment  of  fuch  things 
to  my  fuperiors,  minillers  of  the  blelfed  famftuary  of  man* 
kind. 

It  is  polfible  the  vifiers  of  the  bench  thought  me  dead 
or  turned  renegado,  becaufe  they  have  not  received  any 
news  from  me  thefe  five  moons :  But  I  tell  thee,  neither 
men  nor  devils  can  corrupt  the  faith  of  Mahmut ;  but, 
by  the  God  of  my  vows,  there  is  is  not  a  more  trully 
man  in  the  univerfe. 

All  the  reafon  of  my  filence  was  the  height  of  the  wa¬ 
ters,  which  feemed  to  threaten  the  earth  with  a  fecond 
deluge.  Germany  was  a  fea,  and  Flanders  a  lake  for  a- 
bove  three  moons  together,  fas  that  it  was  im polfible  for 
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the  poll  to  travel.  There  were  feen  alfo  ftrange  fpe&res 
of  fire  in  the  air  ;  and  the  people  of  Brabant  were  alarm¬ 
ed  with  uncouth  noifes  in  the  elements. 

Perhaps,  illuftrious  Kaimacham,,thefe  are  the  laft  pre¬ 
parations  to  the  grand  cholic  of  nature,  when  wind,  wa¬ 
ter,  and  fire,  {hall  ftrive  to  turn  this  world  into  its  old 
chaos. 

Paris,  3d  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1638. 


VI. — To  Solyman,  his  Cottfiti,  at  Conjlantinople. 

IVIore  melancholy  Hill !  Wilt  thou  have  no  compafiion 
on  thy  exiled  uncle,  but  harangue  him  to  death  with  thy 
religious  jargon  ?  Believe  me,  thy  letters  of  this  kind  are 
as  irkfome  to  me  as  the  continual  din  and  babbling  of 
boys  is  to  a  poor  weary  pedagogue.  I  forbid  thee  not  to 
write  to  me,  and  that  as  often  as  thou  wilt ;  it  is  a  com¬ 
fort  in  my  banuhment  to  hear  from  thole  of  my  blood  ; 
but  let  me  beg  of  thee  to  alter  both  thy  theme  and  ftyle  ; 
leave  fpiritual  things  to  the  mollahs  and  imaums,  and  let 
thy  thoughts  be  taken  up  in  things  belonging  to  thy 
trade  :  In  that  be  as  inquifitive  as  thou  canlt ;  bend  thy 
mind  wholly  to  make  new  difcoverics  and  improvements 
in  that,  and  it  will  turn  to  thy  advantage.  At  thy  hours 
of  leilure  I  CQVinfel  thee  to  read  hiftories,  and  fometimes 
go  into  company  ;  there  ’3  much  to  be  gained  by  con¬ 
vening  with  men  of  fenfe  :  Such  will  ffve  ?s  mirrors, 
wherein  thou  mayft  behold  humanity  in  its  proper  ligu. 
and  the  deformity  of  that  vizard,  with  which  error  and 
fuperfbition  difguife  our  nature  ;  they  will  correct  thy 
mi-ftakes  without  putting  thee  to  a  blulh  ;  wit  and  rea- 
i'oti  fhall  flow  from  their  tongues,  as  foft  harmonies 
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breathe  from  the  pipes  of  an  organ,  which  cheer  the  fpi- 
rits,  and  ferene  the  heart  that  was  clouded  with  fadnefs. 

The  imperial  city  is  full  ot  fuch,  both  natives  and 
flrangers  ;  cull  them  out  from  the  mixed  multitude,  and 
make  them  thy  companions,  without  regarding  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  religion,  whether  they  be  Muffulmans,  Franks, 
Armenians,  Jews,  or  others.  Above  all  things  fhun  the 
fociety  of  bigots,  and  number  not  thyfelf  among  thofe 
who  are  opinionated  becaufe  they  profefs  the  true  faith  ; 
for  what  fmnifies  that  if  their  lives  be  vicious  ?  I  tell 

O 

thee  they  are  worfe  than  the  infidels.  Give  no  heed  to 
fortune-tellers,  and  fuch  as  pretend  to  aftrology  ;  for 
whilft  they  boaft  of  knowing  other  men’s  fates,  they  are 
ignorant  of  their  own  :  And  if  there  be  any  truth  in 
that  fcier.ce,  one  may  fay  their  ignorance  in  it  affronts 
the  liars,  and  often  provokes  them  to  haften  their  own 
ruin.  Affure  thyfelf  they  only  amufe  the  world  with 
portentous  {lories  to  get  fame  and  money. 

Alfociate  thyfelf  with  none  but  prudent  and  moderate 
men,  whofe  morals  are  not  leavened  with  a  too  furious 
zeal ;  who  look  not  fupercilioufly  and  with  difdain  on  a 
Frank  as  he  walks  along  the  ftreets,  much  lefs  offer  him 
any  indignity  when  he  goes  about  his  honeft  bufinefs,  un¬ 
der  the  proteftion  of  the  Grand  Seignior.  It  becomes 
none  but  janizaries  and  ruffians  to  be  guilty  of  thefe  in¬ 
civilities  to  flrangers.  The  law  of  nations,  and  the  par¬ 
ticular  commands  of  our  holy  prophet,  oblige  us  to  treat 
fuch  with  all  humanity  and  tendernefs  ;  befides,  it  is  re- 
fiefting  on  the  juftice  and  hofpitality  of  the  magnificent 
Porte,  which  is  the  refuge  and  fanftuary  of  all  the  earth, 
that  a  flranger  cannot  walk  the  ftreets  in  peace.  De- 
fpife  no  man  on  the  fcore  of  his  religion,  for  there  are 
no  factions  in  paradife ;  but  confider,  that  whilft  thou- 
fands  of  muffulmans  fhall  go  to  hell  for  their  wicked 
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lives,  fo  an  equal  number  of  thofe  we  call  infidels  may  be 
received  into  the  manfions  of  the  bleffed  for  their  vir¬ 
tues. 

Thou  feemed  to  be  much  concerned  for  thy  foul ;  thy 
letter  abounds  with  overmuch  care  in  this  point.  In  be¬ 
ing  too  folicitous,  it  is  evident  thy  faith  is  fmall ;  every 
line  is  tinftured  with  fad  exprtffions  about  the  perils, 
fnares,  ambufhes,  hooks,  gins,  and  I  know  not  what 
other  devices  the  devil  has  to  ruin  thy  poor  foul,  as  thou 
called;  it.  Coufin,  doll;  thou  know  what  the  foul  is,  a- 
bout  which  thou  keepeft  fuch  a  pudder  ?  If  thou  doft,  it 
"is  more  than  I  do  ;  and  yet  I  have  been  fearching  and 
prying  into  it  above  thefe  thirty  years ;  I  mean,  from 
the  time  that  I  firit  began  to  think  and  confider  of 
things  ;  but  am  as  far  to  feek  as  ever  I  was.  Neither 
could  all  the  wile  men  of  old,  the  philofophers  and  fagcs, 
for  aught  I  perceive,  agree  in  their  verdict  about  this 
myderious  thing  which  we  call  the  foul. 

One  will  have  it  to  be  only  the  fined  part  of  matter 
in  the  body  ;  another  fays  it  is  the  air  which  the  lungs 
fuck  in,  and  difFufe  through  all  our  members  ;  a  third 
fort  affirm  it- to  be  a  mixture  o:  air  and  fire  ;  a  fourth  of 
earth  and  water ;  a  fifth  calls  it  a  complexion  made  up 
of  the  four  elements,  a  kind  of  quintedence,  and  I  know 
not  what.  The  Egyptians  called  it  a  certain  moving 
number ;  and  the  Chaldeans,  a  power  without  form  it- 
felf,  yet  imbibing  all  forms  ;  Aridotle  called  it  the  per¬ 
fection  of  a  natural  body.  All  thefe  agreed  that  it  was 
corporeal,  and,  as  it  were,  extracted  from  matter.  The 
bed  definition  among  them  is  not  worth  an  afper. 

But  there  were  men  of  fublime  fpeculations,  who  af¬ 
firm  the  foul  to  be  a  divine  fubdance,  independent  of  the 
body.  Of  this  opinion  were  Zoroader,  Hermes  Trif- 
megidus,  Orpheus,  Pythagoras,  Plutarch,  Porphyry,  andr 
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Plato.  The  lad  defined  the  foul  to  be  a  felf-moving  ef- 
fence,  endowed  with  underftanding.  But  when  they 
have  faid  all,  I  prefer  the  modefty  of  Cicero,  Seneca,  and 
others,  who  acknowledged  they  were  altogether  ignorant 
what  the  foul  is. 

There  was  no  lefs  difagreement  among  the  philofo- 
phers  about  the  feat  of  the  foul.  Hippocrates  and  Hie- 
rophilus  placed  it  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  ;  Demo¬ 
critus  afligned  it  the  whole  body  ;  Strabo  was  of  opinion 
it  refides  between  the  brows  ;  Epicurus  in  the  bread  ; 
the  Stoics  lodged  it  in  the  heart,  and  Empedocles  in  the- 
blood  ;  which  lad  feems  to  be  the  mod  current  opinion 
of  the  Ead  to  this  day  ;  in  regard  both  Mofes  the  law¬ 
giver  of  the  Jews,  and  Mahomet  our  holy  prophet,  af- 
lerted  the  fame,  and  for  that  reafon  forbid  flefli  to  be 
eaten  with  the  blood. 

But  be  it  what  it  will,  either  corporeal  or  incorporeal, 
a  fubdance,  or  an  accident  ;  whether  it  dwell  in  the  head 
or  in  the  feet,  within  or  without  the  body,  there  is  no 
certainty  in  thefe  things,  neither  can  we  be  allured  what 
will  become  of  it  after  death.  Therefore,  it  is  in  vain 
to  difquiet  thyfelf  in  fearch  of  a  myftery  that  is  hid  from 
mortals  ;  and  equally  foolidi  it  will  be  to  frighten  thyfelf 
with  an  imagination  of  hooks,  gins,  and  fuch  like  chime¬ 
ras,  which  thou  fuppofeft  the  devil  is  bufy  with  to  in¬ 
trap  thy  foul.  It  is  a  wonder  thou  art  not  afraid  to 
deep,  led  he  Ihould  catch  thee  napping,  and  deal  thy 
foul  from  thee.  I  would  fain  knovv  what  fort  of  tools 
he  mud  ufe  to  take  hold  of  a  fubdance  moie  thin  and 
imperceptible  than  a  firadow,  or  how  he  will  be  able  to 
feize  and  run  away  with  a  being  aftive  and  free  as 
thought. 

Coufin,  ferve  God  after  the  manner  of  thy  forefathers, 
love  thy  friends,  pardon  thy  enemies,  be  juft  to  all  men, 
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and  do  no  injury  to  any  beaft  :  If  thou  obferveft  this 
rule,  thou  mayft  defy  the  devil,  for  thy  foul  is  in  fafe 
cuftody.  God  is  nearer  to  thee  than  thou  art  to  thyfelf ; 
he  is  in  the  centre  of  every  thing,  and  is  himfelf  the 
centre  of  all  things  •  In  a  word,  he  is  all  in  all. 

Paris,  3d  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1658. 


VII. — To  Afis,  BaJTa. 

•Now  the  fcenes  are  changed  in  Europe  ;  enemies  are 
become  friends,  and  thofe  who  profefled  a  mutual  friend- 
Ihip  are  at  open  defiance.  Conftancy  is  a  vice  in  poli¬ 
tics,  and  a  dexterous  way  of  drifting  from  one  engage¬ 
ment  to  another ;  for  intereft  is  efteemed  the  only  ftate 
virtue. 

I  have  already  intimated  to  the  divan  the  war  which 
broke  out  laft  year  between  the  Swedes  and  Danes  :  The 
latter  began  it  by  folemn  proclamation,  fending  a  herald 
at  arms  to  the  Swedifh  court,  and  difpatching  ambafia- 
dors  to  all  his  allies  in  Chriltendom,  to  give  them  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  proceedings.  Now  I  fhail  entertain  thee' 
with  a  fhort  idea  of  this  waf,  by  which  thou  wilt  com¬ 
prehend,  that  the  Danes  are  either  much  degenerated 
from  the  valour  of  their  anceftors,  who  formerly  made 
the  moft  terrible  figure  of  all  the  nations  in  the  North  ; 
or  elfe  they  are  lefs  obliged  to  fortune,  who  has  not  fa¬ 
voured  them  with  fo  many  fuccefies  and  triumphs  of  late, 
but  rather  expofed  them  to  the  infults  of  .their  enemies, 
and  the  contempt  of  all  men. 

When  the  King  of  Denmark  firft  proclaimed  this  war, 
he  had  a  fair  advantage  of  the  Swedes,  who  at  that  time 
were  forely  entangled  between  the  Polanders,  Germans, 
and  Mttfcovites,  and  had  more  need  of  helps  than  hin- 
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drances  ;  yet  King  Guftavus,  turning  part  of  his  for¬ 
ces  into  HoHtein,  Schoneland,  and  Juitland,  he  took  one 
part  after  another,  till  he  had  over-run  thofe  provinces  in 
the  fpace  of  fix  moons,  and  reduced  the  Danes  to  a  ne- 
cefiity  of  compofition,  and  that  on  fuch  difhonourable 
terms,  as  renders  them  the  fcorn  of  their  neighbouring 
nations. 

On  the  13th  of  the  3d  moon,  the  two  kings  had  an  in¬ 
terview  near  Copenhagen,  the  capital  city  of  Denmark  j 
for  fo  far  had  the  fortune  of  the  Swedifh  arms  carried  their 
victories.  They  eat  and  drank  together  feveral  times,  and 
converfed  privately  feme  hours  ;  at  laft  a  firm  peace 
was  concluded  between  them,  and  they  concerted  the 
meafures  of  a  perfeft  friendfhip. 

But  before  this  the  Dane  had  been  forced  to  yield  up 
Schoneland,  with  Elfimberg,  which  commands  half  the 
Baltic  fea  :  He  furrendered  alfo  the  provinces  of  Blakin 
and  Halland,  with  a  very  ftrong  caftle  ;  the  ifland  of 
Burtholme,  ten  Chips  of  war,  and  obliged  himfelf  to  pay 
a  million  of  dollars,  and  to  maintain  four  thoufand  horfe 
and  foot  in  the  King  of  Swedeland's  fervice,  and  give 
free  quarter  to  all  the  Swedilh  forces  till  the  5th  moon. 
Thefe  are  fuch  difhonourable  articles,  that  the  King  of 
Denmark  has  quite  loft  himfelf  in  the  efteem  of  all  his 
allies  :  They  call  him  a  poor-fpirited  prince,  not  worthy 
of  fupport  or  affiftance. 

In  a  word,  ferene  bafla,  it  is  like  to  fare  with  him  as 
with  other  unfortunate  men,  who  when  they  are  once  fall¬ 
ing,  every  body  will  help  to  throw  them  down.  There¬ 
fore  conferve  thy  honour  as  the  only  bulwark  of  thy  in- 
tereft  and  life. 

Paris,  3d  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  i6j8. 
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VIII.— To  the  Mum. 

By  the  faith  of  a  true  believer,  I  fwear  the  Chriftians 
are  enemies  to  themfelves  if  they  do  not  embrace  the  pro- 
jedt  of  a  certain  jefuit  :  They  are  no  friends  to  their  Mef- 
fias  if  they  reject  fo  regular  an  idea,  fo  reformed  a  model 
of  the  Nazarene  empire,  as  this  fage  has  lately  propofed 
to  the  pope  and  the  cardinals. 

He  lays  his  foundation  very  deep,  and  draws  his  ex¬ 
amples  from  the  practice  of  Peter,  the  prince  of  the  firft 
twelve  Chriftian  caliphs,  whom  the  Franks  call  the  apof- 
tles  of  Jefus,  the  fon  of  Mary  :  For,  according  to  their 
traditions,  the  Meffias,  before  he  attended  to  Heaven, 
left  an  exact  pattern  of  the  empire  he  defigned  to  efta- 
blilh  on  earth  ;  he  divided  this  empire  into  twelve  diltindt 
provinces,  according  to  the  number  of  his  apoftles  or  vi¬ 
cars,  aligning  to  each  that  quarter  of  the  world  where 
he  was  to  prefide,  as  Mofes  had  formerly  cantonifed  the 
holy  region  of  Faleftine  among  the  twelve  tribes  that  de¬ 
fended  from  Jacob. 

But  the  happy  fon  of  Mary  being  a  far  greater  pro¬ 
phet  than  Mofes,  or  any  that  had  gone  before  him,  they 
fay  he  would  not  be  contented  with  diminutive  territo¬ 
ries  or  dominions  difproportionate  to  his  ineffable  defcent 
and  original ;  therefore  he  refolved  on  the  conqueft  of 
the  whole  earth,  commanding  his  vicegerents  to  difperfe 
themfelves  through  all  nations,  according  to  a  certain  me¬ 
thod,  and  proclaim  his  laws  to  every  creature  on  the 
globe. 

Venerable  prefident  of  the  faithful,  I  relate  thtfe 
things  as  I  receive  them  from  the  mouths  and  pens  of 
learned  Chriftians,  who  may  be  prefumed  to  know  their 
own  hiftory.  Thou  wilt  perhaps  expect  to  hear  of  ar¬ 
mies  immediately  railed,  of  camps,  battles,  and  fteges,  of 
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devaftations  by  fire  and  fword,  ftorrr.ing  of  cities,  and 
familhing  of  the  more  impregnable  fortreffes  ;  in  a  word, 

I  believe  thou  looked  for  a  relation  of  campaigns  and 
victories,  more  glorious  than  the  achievements  of  the 
Roman  Caefars,  more  fortunate  than  the  fucceffes  of 
Alexander  the  Great  ;  but  I  tell  thee  all  the  regifters 
and  archives  of  the  primitive  Chrillians  cannot  furnilh 
us  with  any  memoirs  of  this  nature. 

Their  gofpel  mentions  no  warlike  undertakings,  not  fo 
much  as  the  drawing  of  the  fword  by  the  fon  of  Mary, 
or  any  of  his  followers,  unlefs  in  a  private  rencounter, 
when  Peter,  the  lieutenant  of  the  Meffias,  inflamed  with  a 
pafiion  to  fee  his  mailer  betrayed  by  Judas  his  kahyah, 
or  tefterdar,  and  rudely  aflauked  by  Malchus,  a  Have  of 
the  Jewilh  mufti,  the  valiant  apollle  drew  his  feimetar, 
and  cut  off  the  fellow’s  ear. 

Believe  me,  O  myfferious  doftor  of  the  muffulrnans,  I 
have  perufed  the  four  hiilories  of  the  life  of  Jefus,  writ¬ 
ten  by  thofe  who  were  eye  witneffes  of  his  aftions ;  and 
I  find  indeed  that  he  once  faid  to  them  of  his  retinue, 
“  I  come  not  to  fend  peace  on  earth,  but  a  fword 
Yet  by  the  fequel  it  is  evident,  that  when  he  examined 
what  weapons  his  followers  had,  and  they  told  him  “  but 
'two  fwords,”  he  feemed  to  be  well  fatisfied,  faying,  “  It  is 
enough  though  a  moment  before  he  bid  him  among 
them  that  had  no  fword  fell  his  robe  and  buy  one. 

And  I  have  feen  a  difpatch  fent  by  Paul,  one  of  the 
primitive  Chriftian  caliphs,  to  the  Nazarenes  at  Ephefus, 
wherein  he  counfels  them  to  put  on  complete  armour,  as 
helmet,  breaftplate,  fhield,  bulkin,  fword,  and  the  reft. 

Befides  thefe  paflhges,  or  fuch  like,  there  is  no  milita¬ 
ry  difeourfe  throughout  the  book  of  the  gofpel,  much, 
kfs  any  relation  of  battles,  fieges,  or  any  martial  ex- 
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plolts ;  and  the  Chriftian  mollahs,  or  doctors,  interpret 
that  letter  of  Paul’s  in  a  myftical  fenfe. 

Wilt  thou  know  then  how  the  Meffias  and  his  apof- 
ties  fubdued  the  world  ?  I  will  tell  thee  it  was  by  exem¬ 
plary  virtue  and  good  works,  by  miracles,  and  evident 
demonftrations  of  a  fupernatural  power  afiifting  them  ; 
for  they  fpake  all  languages,  yet  were  mod  of  them  illite¬ 
rate  perfons ;  they  cured  the  deaf,  the  blind,  the  lame, 
and  the  paralytic,  without  the  methods  of  furgery  or  phyfic; 
they  call  out  devils,  raifcd  the  dead,  and,  finally,  perform¬ 
ed  fuch  and  fo  many  ftupendous  actions,  that  the  world 
became  captivated  to  their  doctrines  and  laws,  and  wil¬ 
lingly  fubmitted  to  a  yoke  which  feemed  to  come  from 
Heaven.  With  divine  eloquence,  and  the  dint  of  irre- 
fiftible  reafon,  Peter,  the  prince  of  the  Chriftian  caliphs, 
fubdued  the  minds  of  his  aftonilhed  auditory  one  day  in 
Jerufalem,  fo  that  before  the  fun  went  down,  he  gained 
five  thoufand  profelytes.  The  fame  of  thefe  things  was 
foon  fpread  through  the  adjacent  countries,  and  divers 
remote  provinces,  and  the  number  of  the  converts  was 
proportionably  increafed.  In  a  word,  all  that  embraced 
the  faith  of  Jefus  furrendered  both  themfelves  and  their 
eftates  to  be  entirely  difpofed  of  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
apoftles ;  fo  great  and  unreferved  an  attach  had  they  for 
the  vicars  of  their  God. 

Now  the  forenamed  jefuit  confidering  thefe  things, 
and  comparing  the  ftate  of  thofe  devout  times  with  the 
libertinifm,  divifions,  wars,  and  general  contempt  of  the 
priefthood  among  the  Chriftians  of  fucceeding  times,  and 
efpecially  in  this  prefent  age,  attributes  the  fource  of  alL 
thefe  evils  to  the  ill  conduct  of  the  apoftles  themfelves, 
and  their  fucceffors  in  the  primitive  times,  who  did  not 
fufficiently  improve  the  advantages  they  were  poffefled 
of,  when  the  pious  multitude  would  willingly  have  made 
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them  lords  of  all  things ;  for,  fays  he,  by  the  fame  me¬ 
thods  and  reafons  might  they  have  claimed  the  dominion 
over  the  eftates  of  kings  and  emperors  themfelves,  as 
over  the  goods  and  lands  of  the  meaneft  profelyte,  fmce 
they  were  all  equally  fons  of  the  church,  and  fubjett  to 
the  difcipline  and  laws  of  Jefus. 

This  ecclefiaftic  politician  therefore  mightily  blames 
Pope  Sylvefter,  who  fat  in  the  chair  of  Peter,  when  Con- 
ftantine  the  Great  became  a  Chriftian,  being  the  firft  of 
the  Roman  emperors  who  embraced  that  faith.  He  ac- 
cufes  him,  I  fay,  of  weaknefs  and  a  mean  fpirit,  for  ac¬ 
cepting  of  that  donation,  which  to  this  day  is  called  the 
patrimony  of  the  church,  and  comprehends  all  the  tem¬ 
poral  eftates  the  Roman  pontiffs  can  boaft  of  j  whereas 
he  ought  to  have  claimed  an  entire  refignation  of  the 
whole  Roman  empire  into  his  hands,  as  fupreme  vicar  of 
God  on  earth.  This  would  have  been  a  pattern,  fays 
he,  to  all  the  kings  and  princes  of  the  earth  who  thought 
fit  to  turn  Chriftians  ;  and  fo  the  dominions  of  the  world 
had  all  fallen  to  the  fhare  of  the  priefts. 

Neither  could  it  appear  difficult,  in  his  opinion,  to 
have  reduced  the  greateft  monarchs  to  fuch  a  forgetful- 
nefs  and  contempt  of  their  royal  birth,  and  all  the  potent 
charms  of  a  crown,  fince  the  fame  rhetoric  which  per- 
fuaded  them  to  be  followers  of  the  Meffias,  would  have 
alfo  convinced  them  of  the  vanity  of  all  earthly  enjoy¬ 
ments,  and  of  the  obligation  they  had  to  be  mortified, 
and  to  purfue  their  claims  to  diadems  of  a  more  exalted 
degree,  the  ineffable  regalia  of  paradife. 

But  fince  things  are  thus  in  their  prefent  ftate,  and  the 
Chriftian  prinC“S  retain  their  fovereignty,  without  any  o- 
ther  dependence  on  the  pope,  faving  in  matters  purely  reli¬ 
gious,  this  jefuit  propofes,  that  the  Roman  pontiffs  would 
either  firtt  reform  their  own  lives  and  court  to  the  height 
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ef  that  primitive  and  apoftolical  purity  which  ffiines  fo 
eminently  in  the  earlieft  governors  of  the  church,  and  by 
that  means  perfuade  all  the  monarchs  in  Chriftendom  to 
become  their  fubjeCts  ;  or  elfe  compel  them  by  force  to 
take  the  order  of  priefthood,  and  fo  turn  their  crowns 
into  mitres,  their  kingdoms  into  ecclefiaftic  common¬ 
wealths,  where  all  the  public  offices  of  Hate,  feats  of  ju¬ 
dicature,  and,  in  fine,  the  whole  fyflem  of  the  civil  and 
political  adminiftration,  fhould  be  managed  by  the  priefts 
in  a  fubordinate  dependence  one  of  another,  according  as 
their  feveral  characters  required  ;  by  which  means  all 
Chriftendom  would  foon  be  united  into  one  ecclefiaftic  em¬ 
pire,  whereof  the  pope  ffiould  be  the  fupreme  head  in 
temporals  as  well  as  fpirituals. 

What  I  have  related  is  not  only  this  man’s  private 
projedt,  but  the  univerfal  aim  of  his  whole  order  ;  and 
thoufands  of  other  priefts  and  dervifes  are  caballing  in 
all  the  courts  and  countries  of  Europe  to  bring  it  to 
pafs. 

Venerable  Efad,  if  God  ffiould  fuffer  their  contrivance 
to  take  effeCt,  it  is  to  be  feared  our  wars  with  the  Chrif* 
tians  would  be  as  expenfive  and  troublefome,  if  not  more 
fatal  to  the  muffulman  intereft,  than  when  thefe  infidels 
formerly,  laying  afide  their  private  feuds,  banded  toge¬ 
ther  to  conquer  the  Holy  Land. 

Paris,  25th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  i6j8. 


IX. —  To  Aedel  Melec  Muli  Omar,  Prcfident  of  the 

College  of  Sciences  at  Fez. 

X  received  the  packet  of  venerable  import,  containing 
facred  counfels,  and  acceptable  intelligence,  repleniffied 
with  noble  memoirs,  and  iduftiious  remarks,  fage  pre- 
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cepts,  and  refined  improvements  in  philofophy  and  the 
myfterious  fciences  of  nature. 

With  abundance  of  affedlion  and  joy  I  read  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Mufu  Abu'l  Yahyan,  and  the  encomium  of  his 
wifdom  and  virtues.  May  a  conftellation  of  fuch  lights 
always  adorn  that  renowned  college,  and  from  thence 
difperfe  their  learned  influence  and  rays,  not  only  through 
Africa,  but  over  all  the  earth,  that  Fez  may  be  number¬ 
ed  among  the  cities  whofe  fame  is  fweet,  that  it  may  be 
ranked  with  Jerufalem  the  holy,  Mafre  the  ancient,  Me¬ 
dina  Talnabi  the  chafte,  and  the  falutiferous  Babylon, 
acquiring  a  peculiar  title  of  honour,  an  attribute  worthy 
of  refpeft,  when  men  (hall  every  where  call  it  Fez,  the 
mother  of  fciences. 

My  foul  has  been  very  inquifitive  and  reftlefs  for  many 
years,  and  I  think  this  is  owing  to  my  captivity  in  Pa¬ 
lermo  ;  for,  before  that,  whilft  I  lived  at  eafe  in  the  fe- 
raglio,  balking  under  the  warmer  influence  of  royal  ma- 
jefty,  the  facred  prefence  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  who, 
like  the  fun,  gives  motion,  heat,  and  life  to  all  things,  I 
never  regarded  books,  or  once  applied  my  mind  to  ltudy 
any  thing  but  how  to  acquit  myfelf  in  my  ftation,  and 
ftrengthen  my  intereft  at  the  court  ;  efteeming  all  other 
learning  as  barbarous  which  conduced  not  to  this  end. 

Foreign  hiftories  and  languages  were  equally  contempt¬ 
ible  to  me :  I  thought  it  beneath  a  muflulman  courtier 
to  give  his  tongue  and  mind  the  fatigue  of  any  other  dia¬ 
led!  fave  the  Perfian,  Arabic,  and  Turkilh  ;  or  to  load 
his  memory  with  the  records  of  other  nations  defigned  to 
be  the  Haves  of  true  believers. 

As  to  the  fpeculative  fciences,  I  was  naturally  defirous 
enough  of  knowledge  ;  but  I  either  had  not  leifure,  or 
wanted  books  and  other  advantages  of  ftudy ;  fo  that  all 
the  knowledge  I  could  then  boaft  of  confifted  only  in 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  V. 


236 

fome  loofe  notions  of  logic  and  metaphyfics,  which  I  had 
got  by  reading  an  old  Arabic  manufcript:  And  1  thought 
myfelf  hiftorian  enough,  after  I  had  perufed  the  annals 
of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and  now  and  then  call  an  eye  on 
the  Turkilh  tranflation  of  Herodotus  and  Plutarch. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  by  converfing  frequently  with  the 
Greeks,  I  foon  learned  their  vulgar  dialed!  ;  but  this  is 
far  from  the  polite  language  of  the  ancient  Grecians ; 
and  a  page  of  the  treafury  taught  me  the  rudiments 
of  Sclavonian,  which  afterwards  I  learned  more  perfect¬ 
ly,  hoping  it  would  be  of  fome  fervice  to  me  one  time  or 
other. 

All  thefe  were  very  fuperficial  accomplishments,  yet  I  . 
thought  myfelf  happy  enough  without  fearching  any  far¬ 
ther.  The  pleafures  and  gaieties  of  a  courtly  life  took 
from  me  the  edge  and  guft  with  which  I  have  fince  pur- 
fued  more  folid  ftudies,  and  looked  into  the  wifdom  of 
the  ancients. 

But  when  once  misfortune  had  changed  the  fcene  of 
my  life,  and,  inftead  of  the  honourable  poll  I  had  in  the 
Grand  Seignior’s  fervice,  fate  had  rendered  me  a  mifer- 
ablc  abjedl  Have  in  Sicily,  I  began  to  grow  very  thought¬ 
ful  and  penfive  j  the  continual  drudgery  and  labour  I  un¬ 
derwent,  foon  mortified  my  former  palfions,  and  weaned 
me  from  -all  hopes  of  worldly  honour  ;  and  the  cruel 
ftripes  I  daily  received  from  that  barbarous  infidel  my 
mailer,  fo  broke  my  fpirits,  that  fervitude  became  fami¬ 
liar  to  me,  and  defpairing  to  be  happy  in  this  world,  I 
was  only  ambitious  to  be  wife. 

I  grew  very  contemplative  ;  and  having  acquainted 
myfelf  with  an  honeft  carpenter  in  the  town  where  we 
lived,  who  had  a  great  many  books  in  his  cuftody,  he  lent 
me  feveral  choice  treatifes,  and  I  borrowed  all  the  hours  I 
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could  from  fieep  to  perufe  them  with  attention  and  pro¬ 
fit.  That  carpenter  pitied  my  condition,  and  did  me 
many  good  offices  of  friendfhip,  without  other  hopes  of 
reward  fave  what  he  expe&ed  from  God.  By  his  means 
I  contrafted  a  familiarity  with  two  or  three  learned  men, 
who  fpared  no  pains  to  inftrufl  me  in  the  Roman  and 
ancient  Greek  languages,  as  alfo  in  the  principles  of  phi- 
lofophy.  My  mafter  often  beat  me  for  this,  attributing 
the  negletf  of  his  bufinefs  to  my  bookifhnefs  (as  he  call¬ 
ed  it),  and  keeping  the  priefts  company  ;  but  all  his  fe- 
verity  could  not  abate  my  ardent  third  after  knowledge  ; 
I  ftill  continued  ftudying  at  certain  feafoss  until  the  hap¬ 
py  hour  of  my  redemption,  and  then  I  frequented  the 
academies  ;  ever  fince  which  time  I  have  negledled  no  op¬ 
portunities  of  improving  my  reafon,  yet  find  myfelf  at 
this  day  much  in  the  dark.  There  appears  no  certainty 
in  any  fcience  but  the  mathematics  ;  all  the  reft  are  en¬ 
tangled  with  a  thoufand  controverfies  and  riddles,  which 
has  made  me  turn  fceptic  in  moft  things  ;  only  I  retain 
an  inviolable  faith  for  the  Alcoran,  and  the  book  of  pro¬ 
phetic  do&rines  and  traditions  ;  next  to  thefe  I  pay  a 
profound  refpedf  to  the  writings  of  Porphyry  the  philo- 
fopher,  who  feems  to  approach  neared  to  reafon  of  all 
the  ancient  fages.  His  true  name  was  the  fame  as  thine 
(Melech),  which  thou  knoweft  in  the  Syriac  fignifies 
King ;  whence  his  tutor  Longinus,  taking  occafion 
from  the  ufual  colour  of  royal  robes,  called  him  Porphy 
rius,  which  in  the  Greek  fignifies  one  clad  in  purple.  He 
was  born  at  Tyre,  the  metropolis  of  the  ancient  Phoeni¬ 
cians  ;  his  pedigree  was  noble,  and  his  education  gene¬ 
rous  :  Nature  had  alfo  formed  him  for  a  fage,  and  for¬ 
tune  favoured  him  with  advantages  enough  ;  for,  befides 
his  firft  tutor,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned,  who  was 
the  greateft  grammarian  and  orator  of  his  time,  Por- 
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phyry  went  to  Rome,  where  he  gained  the  friendfhip  of 
Plotinus,  and  that  philofopher  accompliihed  him  in  the 
perfeclion  of  all  fcience  ;  fo  that  he  had  power  over  the 
demons,  and  expelled  the  genius  Atan  which  infefted 
certain  baths  in  Rome.  In  a  word,  his  doctrines  appear¬ 
ed  divine,  and  his  actions  more  than  human  ;  yet  he  him- 
felf,  before  his  death,  publifhcd  a  reverfe  of  his  former 
writings,  which  is  a  fufficient  argument  that  there  is  no 
liability  in  the  thoughts  of  mortals. 

Therefore,  fince  the  wifeft  of  men  contradict!  them- 
felves,  and  turn  fceptics,  tell  me,  O  oracle  of  the  age, 
why  may  not  I  ? 

Paris,  13th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1658. 


X. — To  Murat,  Bajfa. 

Ther  e  has  been  fomething  lately  tranfacted  between 
the  French  and  the  Englifh  which  feems  a'  myftery.  No¬ 
body"  here  underftands  the  meaning  of  it,  but  the  very 
privados  of  the  cabinet ;  yet  every  one  guefles  it  is 
a  fetch  of  Mazarini’s  wit.  That  minifter  has  more  me¬ 
anders  in  his  brains  than  an  oldTurkilh  gamefter  at  chefs, 
who  forefees  no  lefs  than  nine  unavoidable  confequences 
before  he  makes  one  bold  motion  ;  and  to  be  fure  the  laft 
fhall  be  to  his  own  advantage.  In  a  word,  Dunkirk,  the 
ftrongeft  and  moil  important  fea-town  of  all  the  Weft,  is 
furrendered  by  the  Spaniards  to  the  French,  and  by  thefe, 
as  an  earneft  of  friendfhip,  is  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Engliih. 

The  little  politicians  of  the  city  are  amazed  at  it,  and 
the  greateft  Machiavels  of  the  court  either  cannot  or  will 
not  inform  them  of  the  true  fecret. 

You  (hall  fee  two  or  three  grave  citizens  brooding 
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thoughts  together  over  a  box  of  polvita,  and  fneezing 
out  their  fentiments  without  referve  ;  yet  after  all  their* 
wife  confult,  they  part  as  great  fools  as  they  met,  and 
only  fatisfy  themfelves  with  nodding  wifdom  to  each  o- 
ther  at  their  laft  conge,  wherein  is  comprehended  the 
whole  fyflem  of  the  politics. 

It  was  generally  thought  to  be  fome  extraordinary  o-' 
verture  this  court  \vould  make  to  the  Englifh,  when  a 
little  before  the  furrender  of  Dunkirk,  the  Duke  of 
Crequi,  firft  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber,  and  Mon- 
fieur  Mancini,  the  cardinal’s  nephew,  were  fent  with  a 
fplendid  retinue  of  French  nobles  to  England.  Every 
body  guefled  fome  furprifing  adtion  would  follow,  and 
that  it  mud  needs  be  a  myftery  of  grand  importance 
which  could  not  be  traded  to  perfons  of  lefs  note  than 
the  two  chief  favourites  of  the  cardinal  minidcr ;  and 
now  it  is  come  out,  they  know  not  what  to  make  of  it  ; 
neither  can  I  poffibly  learn  as  yet  the  true  reafon  of  put¬ 
ting  the  Englifh  in  pofieffion  of  fuch  a  town  as  this, 
which  commands  all  the  northern  feas,  and  has  cod  fo 
much  fvveat  and  blood  to  take  from  the  Spaniards.  I 
have  fet  Ofman  the  dwarf  to  work,  aad  laid  traps  to  get 
the  fecret  from  feveral  other  courtiers  ;  but  I  might  as 
well  have  attempted  to  find  out  the  body  of  Mofes,  which 
caufed  a  quarrel  between  Michael  and  the  devil.  Time 
perhaps  will  difcover  the  fecret ;  and  I  dare  at  prefent 
conclude,  that  the  Englidi  are  the  only  nation  in  Europe 
whofe  friendfhip  the  French  think  wortli  courting. 

The  king  has  been  very  ill  of  a  fever,  and  in  great  dan¬ 
ger  of  his  life,  but  is  now  recovered  again,  which  occa- 
fions  abundance  of  real  joy  among  his  friends  and  loyal 
fubjedls  ;  as  for  the  red,  they  know  how  to  counterfeit. 

I  had  almod  forgot  to  tell  thee,  that  the  Spaniards, 
endeavouring  to  relieve  Dunkirk,  were  encountered  by 
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the  French  and  routed,  about  two  thoufand  of  their  men 
being  killed,  and  as  many  taken  prifoners. 

Sage  baffa,  the  fuccefles  of  this  monarch  are  fo  con- 
ftant,  that  they  have  given  birth  to  a  proverb  ;  for  when 
they  would  encourage  any  man’s  hopes,  or  make  a  ftrong 
affeveiation,  they  ufually  fay,  “  As  fure  as  the  Great 
Lewis  will  get  a  town  or  two  in  Flanders  this  cam¬ 
paign.” 

Marefchal  Turenne  is  a  brave  general,  and  the  French 
victories  are  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  his  conduct. 
He  is  very  expeditious  in  his  undertakings.  There  were 
but  a  few  days  between  the  furrender  of  Dunkirk,  and 
his  taking  of  Bergen,  Furnes,  and  Dixmude,  three  ftrong 
fortrefies  in  Flanders  ;  and  it  is  thought  it  will  not  be 
long  before  he  takes  others. 

The  French  king  is  in  a  fair  way  to  the  empire  of  the 
Weft  :  But  this  will  not  be  for  the  intereft  of  the  Grand 
Seignior  ;  for  then  he  will  have  a  new  enemy  of  an  old 
friend,  and  one  more  potent  than  he  had  before.  Yet 
deftiny  over-rules  all  things. 

Paris,  13th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1658. 


XI. — To  Mohammed  the  Eremite  of  Mount  Uriel  in 

Arabia. 

1  have  often  troubled  thee  with  important  addreffeSj 
O  matchlefs  mortal !  Permit  me  once  more  to  unbofom 
my  thoughts,  as  to  my  confeffor,  or  rather  as  to  an  o- 
racle. 

Surely  this  hour  the  ftars  of  my  nativity  fuffer  a  migh¬ 
ty  change  ;  I  feem  to  myfelf  like  one  newly  awaked  out 
of  a  deep  fleep,  or  from  the  delufions  of  a  long  dream  ; 
for  fo  methinks  have  my  paft  years  gone  away  like  a 
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night,  wherein  my  labouring  fpirit  has  encountered  with 
nothing  but  phantafms,  vifions,  and  darknefs. 

My  infant  days  I  efteem  the  mod  happy,  when  my  ig¬ 
norance  of  vice  had  greater  influence  on  roy  adtions,  and 
preferred  me  more  free  from  blemifh,  than  could  afterwards 
all  my  acquired  knowledge  of  the  precepts  and  maxims  of 
virtue  ;  for  no  fooner  was  I  enjoying  the  ftudy  of  mora¬ 
lity,  and  taught  to  diftinguifh  between  good  and  evil,  but 
my  curiofity  prompted  me  to  examine,  the  nature  of  the 
latter  more  clofely  than  by  bare  fpeculation.  I  found 
myfelf  more  forcibly  carried  away  by  a  fecret  pleafure, 
to  make  experiment  of  what  was  forbidden,  than  to 
pradtife  what  was  commanded  ;  fo  prone  is  man  to  be 
jealous  of  his  tutors,  and  to  fufpedl  thofe  laws  as  impo* 
fitions  which  put  a  reftraint  on  his  native  liberty. 

Befides  this,  there  are  certain  genial  inclinations  in  e* 
very  mortal,  which  the  youngeft,  and  he  that  is  in  his 
nonage,  thinks  he  has  as  much  right  to  gratify  as  the 
wifeft  fenior ;  nor  can  any  reafon  eafdy  perfuade  him  to 
part  with  this  privilege,  but  under  the  notion  of  being 
highly  wronged,  fince  every  man  naturally  places  his  in- 
tereft  and  happinefs  in  purfuing  the  motions  of  his  own 
will. 

It  is  true  I  never  was  prone  to  any  enormous  vices,  or 
fuch  as  for  their  Angularity  would  make  the  mod  harden¬ 
ed  libertine  blufli,  did  he  pra&ife  them  to  the  knowledge 
of  men. 

I  ever  had  an  unconquerable  abhorrence  for  thofe  fpe- 
ciiic  adts  of  lafeivioufnefs  which  ought  not  to  be  named, 
and  whofe  very  idea  makes  the  thought  recoil ;  yet  am 
naturally  amorous,  and  cannot  but  pay  to  beauty  the  fen- 
timents  and  pafiions  which  are  due  from  Platonic  love.  I 
admire  fymmetry  and  elegance  wherever  I  difeern  them  ; 
and  can  Hand  gazing  whole  hours  together  on  a  flower, 
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a  tree,  or  a  peacock  :  I  am  enamoured  with  the.bright- 
nefs  of  the  fun  ;  and,  like  another  Endymlon,  J  languilh 
for  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  moon.  The 
lelfer  beauties  of  the  night,  the  ftars,  inflame  me  with  a 
thoufand  pafiions  ;  I  make  my  court  to  the  whole  hofl 
of  Heaven,  yet  I  hope  commit  no  idolatry.  In  fine,  I 
am  in  love  with  the  univerfe,  and  die  hourly, when  I  con¬ 
template  the  glory  of  the  tranfcendent  Effence  which  is 
the  root  and  fource  of  all  things. 

Thefe  are  paffions  not  unbecoming  a  muffulman  :  But 
I  have  alfo  fome  emotions  for  beautiful  women,  more 
violent  than  all  the  left,  more  dangerous  and  fatal.  Tell 
me,  O  pious  Sylvan,  how  I  {hall  gratify  my  love  without 
offending  virtue,  or  the  gravity  of  a  man. 

Thefe  creatures  feem  to  be  created  for  our  perplexity,  • 
fince  a  man  can  neither  well  be  happy  with  or  without 
them  :  They  are  perfedt  riddles  ;  and  to  love  them  or 
hate  them  too  much  is  an  equal  folecifm.  It  were  a 
queftion  worthy  of  a  philofopher,  whether  this  fex,  a- 
mong  all  the  necelfary  good  offices  they  do  us,  were  not 
fent  into  the  world  as  fpies  and  trepans,  to  obferve  our 
councils  and  adlions,  and,  by  mixing  fmiles  with  frowns, 
flatteries  with  reproaches-,  fullennefs  with  more  obliging 
favours,  to  keep  us  in  a  perpetual  maze  and  labyrinth, 
left  the  afpiring  wit  of  men  fhould,  if  left  to  themfelves, 
attempt  fomething  more  audacious  than  the  poets  feign 
of  the  fons  of  Titan,  or  the  written  law  records  of  Nim¬ 
rod  and  his  companions,  who  built  the  Tower  of  Babel. 

But  whether  they  -be  fpies,  or  faithful  affiftants,  ene¬ 
mies  or  friends,  I  telL  thee  plainly,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  forbear  loving  them  exceffively  ;  and  this  is  part  of 
the  dream  or  trance  out  of  which  I  am  juft  now  awaked. 

Another  fcene  is  that  of  honour.  This  is  a  phantom 
alfo,  a  mere  vapour,  a  fhadow.  I  never  hunted  after 
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glory,  nor  courted  popular  applaufe  ;  yet  being  entrufted 
with  the  fublime  fecrets,  and  commanded  to  ferve  the 
Grand  Seignior  in  this  Ration,  I  would  fain  acquit  my- 
felf  without  difgrace  ;  nay,  like  other  mortals  in  fuch 
poll,  I  would  willingly  have  the  fmiles  of  my  fovereign, 
and  the  careffes  of  the  happy  miniRers  who  ferve  him,  if 
it  {hall  be  my  lot  ever  to  return  to  the  feraglio.  Nothing 
appears  to  me  more  terrible  than  at  fuch  a  time  to  en¬ 
counter  with  rugged,  furrowed  vifages,  or  cold  and  faint 
embraces  of  my  fellow-flaves. 

This  puts  me  upon  a  thoufand  inquietudes,  makes  me 
fwear  to  contradi&ions,  utter  lies  and  blafphemies  which 
would  turn  the  devil  to  a  faint  for  fear ;  in  a  word,  I  Rumble 
at  no  vice  or  immorality  which  may  promote  the  caufe  I  am 
engaged  in,  and  all  this  for  the  fake  of  a  fair  charadler  at 
the  Porte,  whilR  I  am  cajolling  myfelf,  as  well  as  others, 
with  a  perfuahon  that  it  is  only  on  the  fcore  of  honeRy, 
and  to  acquit  myfelf  a  good  man.  Thus  I  purfue  a 
blaR,  a  bubble,  the  idea  of  nothing,  mere  vanity,  and  an 
empty  dream  ;  and  it  is  harder  for  me  to  {hake  off  this 
enchantment  than  that  of  love. 

Yet  all  this  while  I  have  not  taken  the  French  method 
to  gain  honour ;  I  never  was  guilty  of  oppreffion  and 
cruelty,  nor  bathed  my  hands  in  human  blood  ;  no  widow 
or  orphan  mourns  for  what  I  have  taken  from  them,  nor 
did  I  ever  dragoon  any  body  into  compliance  with  rea- 
fon.  All  the  parts  I  have  adted  in  this  nature  were  de- 
fenfive,  pure  efforts  of  felf-prefervation,  which  thou 
knoweR  is  a  principle  natural  to  all  men,  and  even  to  the 
worms  of  the  earth  :  Thefe  little  reptiles,  when  they  are 
trampled  on,  will  turn  again  ;  and  nothing  more  do  I, 
unlefs  in  the  Sultan’s  caufe. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  my  integrity  ;  for  I  muR  tell 
thee  my  virtues  as  well  as  my  vices.  Neither  Arabia, 

*  l  2  ' 


244 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  V. 


nor  all  the  Eaft,  have  ever  brought  forth  a  man  more 
true  to  his  truft,  than  honeft,  loyal  Mahmut  ;  I  will  for 
ever  boaft  of  this  in  an  age  fo  full  of.  treachery  ;  this  a- 
lone  will  carry  me  fafe  to  paradife,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
inollans.  As  for  the  reft  they  are  only  venial  fins,  eaftly 
dropped  off  on  the  bridge  of  trial and,  fo  long  as  nobody 
can  fay  I  have  betrayed  my  mafter’s  fecrets,  I  am  fafe  as 
an  angel  that  is  not  obliged  to  ftand  centinel  at  the  low- 
eft  poft  of  Heaven  ;  for  there  he  is  within  gun-fhot  of 
the  devil. 

Juft  as  I  drew  my  pen  from  that  word,  a  fudden  noife 
in  the  ftreets  called  me  to  the  window,  where,  turning 
my  eyes  from  the  earth  to  the  moon  and  ftars,  (for  it  was 
a  very  ferene  fl<y }  I  obferved  a  fmall  fwift  cloud  to  glide 
along  from  fouth  to  north,  much  in  appearance  like  a 
bale  of  filk  :  It  cleft  the  element  like  a  fly  Arab  thief 
that  fwims  for  booty  on  the  river  Tygris.  Wondering 
at  this,  when  all  the  firmament  vvas.  clear,  and  not  ano¬ 
ther  cloud  above  the  horizon,  I  foon  concluded  it  was 
the  chariot  of  fome  airy'-  god,  a  Mercury,  or  meffenger 
fent  with  fpeedy  news  to  the  high  lords,  commanders  of 
the  ardlic  regions,  to  bid  them  be  upon  their  guard,  or 
fome  fuch  weighty  matter.  Pei  haps,  thought  I,  a  war  is 
commenced  between  the  fpirits  of  the  poles ;  or  it  may 
be  King  iEolus  has  fent  a  fummons  to  the  northern 
winds,  being  refolved  to  play  fome  royal  pneumatic 
freaks  upon  the  fea. 

In  good  earneft,  it  made  me  refledl  on  our  ignorance 
of  the  laws  and  confutations  of  the  elements  :  It  put  me 
in  mind  of  the  fogs  and  mifts  which  fometimes  envelop 
the  globe  in  darknefs,  on  purpofe,  for  aught  we  know, 
to  hinder  us  from  feeing  what  is  tranfa cling  at  fuch  fea- 
fons  in  the  higher  regions  of  the  air.  The  fpirits  of 
-hofe  ferener  tracks  may  then  be  frolicing  in  vifible  forms, 
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celebrating  folemn  feftivals,  and  kindling  all  the  meteors 
of  the  upper  welkin,  as  natural  fire -works  and  illumina¬ 
tions,  not  fit  for  mortals  to  behold,  left  we  ftiould  learn 
too  much,  and  grow  as  wife  as  they.  However,  it  made 
me  very  contemplative  to  fee  a  fingle  folitary  cloud  thus 
glide  along  the  air ;  and  I  could  have  withed  for  wings 
to  purfue  its  motions,  becaufe  the  appearance  was  not 
common. 

Thou  that  haft  meafured  the  whole  frame  of  nature, 
and  taken  the  true  dimenfions  of  the  world,  that  haft  pe¬ 
netrated  into  the  fecrets  of  the  elements,  and  art  always 
bufied  in  the  moft  fage  and  folid  ferutinies,  wilt  fmile  at 
the  vanity  of  common  mortals,  fuch  as  I,  who,  when  we 
are  intelligible  to  ourfelves,  yet  prefume  to  comprehend 
the  ways  of  the  Omnipotent,  who  is  perfect  in  know¬ 
ledge. 

As  for  me,  who  have  ftudied  in  the  academies,  and 
read  Ariftotle,  Avicen,  Plotinus,  Averroes,  with  other  Pla- 
philofophers,  I  efteem  myfelf  ftill  but  at  the  bottom  of 
Plato’s  cave,  converting  with  thadows,  miftaken  in  every 
thing  but  the  idea  of  thy  fanftity  and  immenfe  wifdom, 
which  is  imprinted  on  my  foul,  as  thofe  which  the  philo- 
lophers  call  firft  principles,  becaufe  they  are  felf-evident. 

I  defigned  to  have  faid  more  to  thee,  but  a  fudden  iu- 
difpofition  and  extreme  faintnefs  has  taken  away  my  fpi- 
rits  ;  my  limbs  tremble,  my  head  is  giddy,  my  heart 
fails  me  ;  in  a  word,  I  feem  like  one  between  a  mortal 
and  a  ghoft. 

Parie,  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1658. 
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XII.— To  Ac  hmet  Padishani  Culligiz,  Bajfa. 

Thy  furname  argues  thee  a  favourite  at  the  feraglio  ; 
and  for  that  reafon  I  know  thou  art  accuftomed  to  re¬ 
ceive  infinite  fubmifiions  and  flatteries ;  but  I  mull  be  as 
blunt  with  thee  as  I  was  with  the  new  mufti,  when  I 
congratulated  his  acceffion  to  the  chief  patriarchate.  I 
told  that  prince  of  the  muffulman  prelates,  that  I  had  no 
encouragement  to  welcome  him  to  a  dignity,  which, 
though  in  itfelf  facred  and  inviolable,  yet  could  not  fe- 
cure  him  from  the  perfecutions  of  popular  envy,  any 
more  than  it  did  his  predeceffor ;  and  the  fame  I  mult 
fay  to  thee. 

Darnilh  Mehemet,  baffa,  is  fallen  a  viftim  to  the  rage 
of  the  multitude  ;  and  thou  haft  got  his  feat  on  the 
bench.  Mayft  thou  enjoy  it  long,  and  never  be  mobbed 
out  of  thy  honour  and  life  as  he  was.  Some  years  ago 
he  forbade  me  to  write  any  more  to  him  ;  what  his  rea¬ 
fon  was  I  know  not,  neither  did  I  ever  inquire.  How¬ 
ever  I  obeyed  his  injun&ion,  being  indifferent  to  whom  I 
fend  my  intelligence,  provided  I  do  the  Grand  Seignior 
any  fervice  ;  for  to  that  end  am  I  placed  here. 

Illuftrious  baffa,  I  fhall  now  acquaint  thee  with  two 
the  moft  principal  points  of  news  ftirring  in  Europe  : 
One  is  the  eleiffion  of  Leopoldus  Ignatius  Jofephus, 
King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  to  the  German  empire: 
They  have  been  canvaffing  this  bufinefs  eleven  moons ; 
and  at  laft  the  Auftrian  faclion  carried  it :  This  was 
done  on  the  8th  of  the  7th  moon  ;  and  he  was  folemnly 
crowned  on  the  22d  of  the  fame.  This  has  heightened 
the  quarrel  between  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  and  the  Prince 
Palatine  :  The  latter  was  fo  far  tranfported  with  paflion 
at  the  diet  of  Frankfort,  that  he  threw  a  ftandiih  of  ink 
at  the  Bavarian  ambaffador,  which  is  refented  as  an  un- 
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pardonable  affront ;  and  the  duke  is  marching  with  an 
army  to  revenge  it,  or  demand  fatisfaddiori.  The  Elec¬ 
tor  of  Meatz  has  denied  him  a  paffage  through  his  prin¬ 
cipality,  and  they  are  all  like  to  be  embroiled  in  a  civil 
war  about  it.  This  is  no  bad  news  for  the  muffulmans. 

But  that  which  makes  yet  a /greater  noiie  is  the  death 
of  Oliver,  the  protestor  of  the  Englifh  commonwealth, 
who,  whilll  living,  was  the  terror  of  all  Europe.  I  he 
fuperftitious,  and  fuch  as  regard  figns,  fay,  this  was  pre- 
faged  three  moons  ago,  when  a  great  whale,  nine  times 
as  long  as  a  tall  man,  was  taken  in  a  river  of  England, 
near  the  capital  city,  forty  miles  from  the  fea.  I  know 
not  whether  thefe  kind  of  ob(ervations  are  worthy  of  cre¬ 
dit  ;  yet  it  feems  the  annals  of  that  nation  take  notice, 
that  the  unufual  appearance  of  a  whale  fo  far  within 
land  has  always  prognofticated  fome  mighty  change. 
Perhaps  the  fate  of  illuffrious  perfonages  affedls  nature 
with  a  more  than  ordinary  pallion,  puts  the  elements  in¬ 
to  a  diforder,  and  infpires  the  brutes  with  fympathy. 

We  are  affured,  that  on  the  day  of  this  prince’s  death, 
and  at  the  very  hour  of  his  departure,  there  was  fo  vio¬ 
lent  a  tempeft  of  wind,  rain,  hail,  thunder  and  lightning, 
as  had  never  been  known  by  any  man  then  alive  in  that 
nation ;  which  fome  interpreted  to  his  difhonour,  as  if 
he  were  a  magician,  or  at  leaft  a  very  wicked  man,  and 
that  this  hurricane  was  raifedby  the  devils,  who  tranfport- 
ed  his  foul  to  hell  ;  whilft  others  affirmed  this  mixed 
ftorm  to  be  only  the  figlis  and  tears  of  nature,  the 
mournful  paffions  of  the  guardian  fpirits  of  England,  for 
the  lofs  of  fo  great  and  fortunate  a  hero,  and  that  the  ve¬ 
ry  inanimate  beings  condoled  his  death.  As  for  me,  I 
look  on  ail  thefe  things  as  pure  accidents,  the  effedts  of 
chance.  I  have  an  equal  opinion  of  another  circumltance, 
much  obferved  both  by  his  enemies  and  friends,  that  he 
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died  on  trie  fame  day  whereon  he  had  formerly  gained 
tome  notabie  victories ;  the  one  defcanting  on  this  to  his 
reproach,  t:ie  other  drawing  from  it  arguments  cf  ho¬ 
nour.  it  is  difficult  to  lay  any  thing  of  him  without  ap¬ 
pearing  partial ;  he  had  great  virtues,  and  no  iefs  vices  ; 
he  was  a  valiant  general,  and  w:fe  llatetman  ;  yet  a  trai¬ 
tor  to  his  iovereign.  As  for  religion,  though  he  pro- 
fefTed  himielf  a  zealot,  yet  it  is  thought  he  was  as  indif- 
rerent  as  other  princes,  who  for  reafons  cf  ftate,  and  to 
pieafe  their  people,  make  a  (how  of  piety,  but  in  their 
hearts  adore  no  other  god  but  fortune  and  victory. 

He  was  eileemed  one  of  the  greateit  politicians  of  this 
age,  and  none  could  match  him  but  Mazarini  ;  yet  I  can¬ 
not  bat  fmiie  when  I  call  to  mind  how  both  thefe  emi¬ 
nent  ftatefmen  were  cheated  this  year  by  two  or  three 
fugitives. 

A  certain  French  captain,  named  Gentilot,  that  had 
ferved  under  the  States  of  Holland  in  the  wars,  and  on 
that  account  had  often  palled  through  the  fea  towns  in 
Flanders,  obferved  a  weaknefs  in  one  part  of  the  walls  of 
Oftend,  by  which  the  town  might  eafily  be  furprifed : 
At  his  return  to  Paris,  he  acquainted  Cardinal  Mazarini 
with  this,  and  gave  him  fo  great  encouragement,  that  the 
cardinal  refolved  to  try  fome  ftratagem,  in  order  to  gain 
that  important  place,  without  the  coll  and  hazards  of  a 
formal  liege. 

To  this  end,  he  commands  Gentilot  to  feek  out  fome 
uerfons  fit  to  be  engaged  in  the  plot,  men  of  rciolution, 
condubi,  and  fecrecy.  This  captain  therefore  knowing 
two  or  three  fugitives  in  Paris,  who  were  forced  to  fly 
out  of  Flanders  to  fave  their  lives,  having  committed 
murders  and  other  crimes  againft  the  Spanilh  government, 
breaks  the  bufinefs  to  them,  promifing  mountains  of  gold 
if  they  would  affift  in  carrying  it  bn. 
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They  feemed  to  embrace  his  propofals  with  abundance 
or  readinefs,  and  were  introduced  into  the  cardinal’s  ca¬ 
binet,  where  that  miniiler  being  fatisned  in  their  charac¬ 
ters,  and  the  offers  they  made  to  ferve  him  in  this  affair, 
feconded  the  promiies  wnich  Gentilot  had  made  them, 
with  many  additional  encouragements.  In  a  word,  they 
confulted  together  frequently,  were  late  every  night  in 
the  cardinal’s  lodgings,  and  at  laft  having  adjufted  all  the 
neceffary  meafures  that  were  to  be  taken,  the  fugitives 
were  difpatched  away  into  England  with  letters  from  Ma« 
zarini  to  Oliver  the  Englifh  protector,  wherein  he  ac¬ 
quainted  him  with  the  deiign,  requiring  the  afiiftance  of 
iome  Englifh  flrips  to  tranfport  men  into  the  haven  of 
Oilend. 

Thefe  agents  went  accordingly,  but  with  a  refolution 
to  put  a  trick,  both  on  the  cardinal  and  the  protestor ; 
and,  by  doing  their  country  fo  confiderable  a  fcrvice  as 
the  faring  this  town,  to  merit  a  repeal  of  the  fentence 
pronounced  againft  them,  that  fo  they  might  return  home 
in  peace,  and  enjoy  their  eftates  and  native  liberty. 

Oliver  received  them  very  kindly,  and  embraced  the 
motion  with  fome  warmth  ;  but  upon  fecond  thoughts 
tried  to  out-bribe  Mazarini,  and  hire  thefe  perfons  for 
himfelf.  Oftend  was  too  fweet  a  bait  in  his  eye  to  let  it 
fo  tamely  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  for  want  of  a 
few  larger  promifes,  and  offers  of  gold  ;  wherefore  he 
plied  thefe  agents  brifidy  with  all  the  effectual  oratory  he 
could,  to  win  them  over  to  his  own  feparate  interefl,  en- 
gaging  to  beftow  great  preferments  on  them  in  England, 
with  two  hundred  thoufand  fequins,  as  foon  as  the  bufi- 
nefs  was  accomplifhed. 

The  three  Flemings  defired  no  better  fport  than  thus 
to  cajole  two  the  ableft  ftatefmen  in  Europe.  They  pof- 
feffed  Oliver  with  an  entire  belief  of  their  zeal  and  fidelity 
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in  his  fervice,  and  it  was  agreed  on  between  them  to  hold 
Mazarini  in  play,  and  that  Oliver  fhould  fend  him  an  an- 
fwer,  refufing  to  meddle  in  an  intrigue  which  feemed  to 
carry  fo  little  probability  of  fuccefs. 

From  England  thefe  agents  paffed  over  into  Zealand, 
it  having  been  fo  concluded  before  they  parted  from  Car¬ 
dinal  Mazarini,  that  fo  they  might  there  gain  more  con¬ 
federates,  ctnd  lay  all  the  neceffary  trains  to  bring  this  in¬ 
trigue  to  the  defired  iffue ;  but  inftead  of  doing  either  the 
proteftor  or  Cardinal  Mazarini  this  fervice,  they  went  im¬ 
mediately,  and  revealed  the  whole  fecret  to  the  governor 
of  Flanders. 

He  having  duly  examined  all  circumflances,  and  being 
fatisfied  in  the  truth  of  their  relations,  and  in  their  loyalty 
to  the  King  of  Spain,  commanded  them  to  proceed  in  de¬ 
luding  both  the  French  and  the  Engliih  as  long  as  they 
could,  with  fair  hopes  of  accomplifhing  their  aims ;  whilft 
he  took  care  to  fecure  Offend,  and  other  parts  of  Flan¬ 
ders,  from  all  attempts  of  this  nature. 

In  fine,  the  prot-eftor  falling  off  again,  being  frighted 
by  Cardinal  Mazarini’s  threats,  who  had  difcovered  his 
underhand  dealing,  thefe  agents  applied  themfelves  clofe 
to  the  French,  who  were  now  made  fo  much  more  eager 
by  Oliver’s  defign  to  interlope  them.  They  fpun  out  the 
intrigue  feveral  moons,  brought  the  French  king  to  fign 
articles,  and  to  pafs  his  word  for  the  payment  of  near  a 
million  of  gold  ;  cajoled  his  general  in  Flanders,  and  at 
one  time  time  made  him  believe  it  was  his  interefl  to  lie 
ftill  for  fix  weeks  together,  when  all  the  world  expefted 
he  would  purfue  his  coriquefts  in  that  province  ;  at  ano¬ 
ther  time,  caufed  him  to  march  with  fo  much  precipita¬ 
tion,  when  the  ways  were  impaffable,  that  he  was  forced 
to  leave  moil  of  his  cannon,  and  a  thoufand  waggons 
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plunged  in  the  deep  roads,  with  the  lofs  of  three  thoufand 
men,  who  were  either  drowned  or  ftarved  ;  and  all  this 
for  the  fake  of  gaining  Oftend  ;  when  after  all  they  were 
not  only  cheated  of  their  hopes  in  that  point,  but  moil 
fhamefully  expofed  to  the  derifion  and  contempt  of  all 
Europe  ;  for  Cardinal  Mazarini  repofed  an  entire  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  fidelity"  of  his  Flemiih  agents;  fo  that  what- 
foever  they  propofed  as  an  expedient  to  compafs  the  de- 
fign  was  a  law.  Hence  it  was,  that  the  French  general 
in  Flanders  received  exprefs  orders  to  embark  part  of  his 
army  in  certain  veffels  that  lay  before  Dunkirk,  and,  on  a 
prefixed  day,  to  fail  into  the  haven  of  Oftend,  there  to 
land  his  men,  and  take  poffeifion  of  the  town,  in  the  name 
of  his  mailer ;  being  made  to  believe  that  the  gates  would 
be  opened  to  him,  and  that  the  Spaniih  garrifon  ihould 
march  out  in  his  fight. 

All  this  was  carried  on  with  fo  much  artifice  and  fubtle 
management,  that  when  he  entered  the  haven  with  ten 
veifels,  he  thought  himfelf  fecure  of  the  place ;  yet  no 
fooner  landed  his  men,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  hundred, 
but  they  thundered  upon  them  fuch  volleys  of  great  and 
fmall  ihot  from  the  walls,  that  two  hundred  of  them  fell 
immediately,  as  many  threw  down  their  arms,  and  the  ci¬ 
tizens  making  a  vigorous  fally,  the  reft  were  either  killed 
or  taken  prifoners,  he  himfelf  not  efcaping  that  misfor¬ 
tune. 

By  this  thou  mayeft  difeern  how  eafy  it  is  for  an  agent 
of  any  prince  to  embarrafs  his  mailer’s  affairs,  and  that 
a  public  minifter  can  never  commit  a  greater  or  more  dan¬ 
gerous  error  than  in  being  too  credulous. 

Serene  baffa,  let  not  Mahmut’s  name  found  harih  at 
the  Porte,  nor  his  honour  be  traduced  by  fycophants, 
fince  hip  loyalty  is  proof  againft  all  temptations;  and  this 
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the  minifters  of  the  divan  know  by  twenty  years  expe¬ 
rience. 

Paris,  5th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1658. 


XIII. — To  Pesteli  Hali,  his  Brother ,  Mafier  of  the 
Grand  Seignior’s  Ciflcms  at  Confantinoplc. 

I  have  received  a  difpatsch  from  our  coufin  Ifouf:  He 
has  been  in  a  cold  region,  within  the  ardlic  circle,  but  now 
is  at  Stockholm  in  Sweden.  The  parts  he  has  vifited  are 
the  farthermoft  tracks  of  our  continent  to  the  north;  they 
may  be  called  the  territories  of  night  and  darknefs,  for 
they  have  but  one  day  in  a  whole  year.  The  fun  appears 
but  once  above  their  horizon,  during  his  annual  progrefs 
through  the  zodiac  ;  yet  he  makes  them  amends  by  the 
long  continued  light  he  affords  them  at  that  feafon  ; 
for  that  one  day  is,  without  the  miracle  of  Joflrua,  pro¬ 
longed  the  fpace  of  four,  five,  or  fix  moons,  according  to 
the  proportionate  diftance  of  each  country  from  the  pole. 

Ifouf  relates  ftrange  things  of  thofe  dark  countries,  and 
fuch  as  feem  almoft  to  furpafs  credit,  were  they  not  con¬ 
firmed  by  many  grave  and  learned  writers :  He  fays  that 
in  fome  parts  of  Norway  no  tree  is  to  be  feen,  by  reafon 
of  the  violent  force  of  the  winds,  which  blow  down  all 
.before  them,  carrying  away  even  the  roofs  of  houfes,  and 
fcattering  them  at  a  great  diftance,  fo  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  forced  to  dwell  in  dens  and  caves,  and  bilrn  the 
bones  of  fifties  for  want  of  better  fuel,  fince  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  for  any  plant  to  grew  in  thofe  parts.  Neither  can 
men  travel  fafely  on  horfes,  or  a-foot,  at  certain  terapef- 
tuous  feafons,  for  the  wind  will  either  throw  both  horfe 
and  man  to  the  ground,  or  catch  them  up  into  the  air. 
But  when  he  deferibes  the  horrible  coldnefs  of  thefe 
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regions,  the  very  idea  of  it  is  enough  to  make  one  quake. 
He  fays  cold  is  an  active  quality,  and  reigns  under  the 
north  pole  as  in  its  proper  kingdom  or  centre,  from  whence 
it  darts  its  freezing  rays  through  the  earth  :  Yet  others 
are  of  opinion,  that  cold  is  only  a  privation  of  heat,  a  bare 
pafitve  difpeiition  of  the  elements,  and  therefore  more  fen- 
fibly  felt  in  thofe  climates  that  are  fartheft  from  the  warm 
influence  of  the  fun,  whofe  beams  give  life  and  vigour  to 
all  things.  Ee  it  how  it  will,  its  efledts  are  very  remark¬ 
able  in  thefe  northern  regions. 

All  the  rivers,  lakes,  and  feas  there,  are  frozen  up  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter ;  men,  horfes,  waggons,  coaches,  and  e- 
ven  whole  armies,  pafs  as  commonly  over  the  ice,  as  be¬ 
fore  fnips  failed  there,  or  as  we  travel  over  the  firm  land  ; 
and  laft  winter  the  Baltic  fea  was  the  road  of  ice  over 
which  the  King  of  Sweden  marched  with  his  army  of 
horfe  and  foot  into  Zealand,  to  profecute  the  war  in  thofe 
parts.  They  alfo  raife  llrong  forts  of  fnow,  able  to  fuf- 
tain  the  battery  of  bullets  and  engines  of  war  with  all 
the  violence  of  the  fierce!!  aflaults.  They  build  caravan- 
feras  on  the  frozen  feas  and  lakes  for  the  convenience  of 
travellers,  and  fee  up  branches  of  fir  or  juniper,  as-marks 
to  diftinguiih  the  holes  and  fiflures  of  the  ice  from  that 
which  is  folid  and  fecure,  for  there  are  highways  on  thofe 
congealed  waters;  and  officers  appointed  to  furvey  them, 
and  take  all  neceffary  orders  for  the  fecurity  of  travellers ; 
and  fome times  they  fight  pitched  battles  on  the  frozen 
element. 

Our  kinfman  alfo  has  made  curious  remarks  on  the  tri¬ 
umphal  obeliflc3,  and  funeral  monuments  of  ancient  heroes 
among  the  Goths  and  Swedes;  for  thofe  nations  boaftof 
giants  and  famous  warriors.  Thefe  monuments,  though 
of  Hone,  and  exquifitcFy  fliaped,  'yet  were  never  cut  by 
the  hand  of  man,  but  are  fa  many  fplinters  of  rocks  and 
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mountains,  torn  from  the  main  body  by  the  violence  of 
earthquakes,  thunders,  or  the  like  motions  of  nature  ;  and, 
falling  down  in  the  forms  of  pyramids,  and  other  artifi¬ 
cial  figures,  were  of  old  fet  up  by  the  graves  of  giants  and 
other  renowned  perfons;  having  alfo  infcriptions  on  them, 
fignifying  the  particular  hero  who  there  lies  buried:  Such 
as  thefe : 

I  UFFO,  fighting  in  defence  of  my  country,  with  my  own  hand  killed 
thirty-two  giants;  and  at  laft  being  killed  by  the  giant  Rolvo, 
my  body  lies  here. 

And, 

I  INGOLVAS,  that  fubdued  all  opprelTors,  and  defended  the  poor 
and  weak,  now  grown  old,  poor,  and  weak  myfelf,  yet  having 
my  fword  girt  to  my  thigh,  am  forced  to  yield  to  death,  who 
conquers  all  things,  and  to  go  down  into  this  fepulchre,  which 
J  prepared  for  my  lafl  retreat. 

It  feems  there  are  infinite  numbers  of  thefe  tombs  all 
over  the  defarts,  mountains,  and  valleys  of  the  North, 
which  is  an  argument  that  however  contemptible  thefe 
people  may  feem  to  the  true  believers,  yet  they  have  not 
been  wanting  in  valiant  men  and  heroes.  Doubtlefs  God 
has  difpenfed  his  virtues  and  graces  to  men  of  all  nations; 
he  is  not  partial  in  his  gifts ;  we  ought  to  praife  him  in 
the  beginning  and  end  of  all  our  afftions ;  and  if  we  con- 
template  his  honour  in  the  middle  of  our  affairs,  we  fhall 
not  do  amifs,  fince,  as  he  is  the  firft  and  the  laft  of  the 
univerfe,  fo  he  is  the  centre  of  every  thing. 

I  had  not  thefe  relations  only  from  lfouf,  but  out  of 
the  hiftorians  themfelves,  who  write  of  thefe  countries  ; 
yet  our  kinfman  informs  me  of  fome  things  which  are 
omitted  by  thofe  authors.  Every  traveller  is  Angular  in 
his  observations  j  for  all  men  have  not  the  fame  genius  * 
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and  thy  journal  of  the  Eafl  abounds  with  remarks  which 
are  not  common  in  other  writers. 

Brother,  if  I  may  advife  thee,  it  fhall  be  to  do  nothing 
by  imitation,  but  purfue  the  didlates  of  thy  own  fenfe, 
and  the  peculiar  bent  of  thy  foul ;  for  whatever  is  forced 
and  affedled  is  naufeous.  \ 

Paris,  16th  of  the  irth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1658. 


XIV. — To  Zeidi  Alamanzi,  a  Merchant  in  Venice. 

The  kaimacham  has  informed  me  that  thou  art  appoint¬ 
ed  to  fucceed  Adonai  the  Jew  in  Italy  :  He  has  alfo  ac¬ 
quainted  me  with  other  matters  relating  to  thy  charge. 
I  am  glad  they  have  found  out  a  muflulman  capable  of 
that  important  trull,  and  that  we  fhall  not  always  {land 
in  need  of  Jews  to  fevve  the  Grand  Seignior,  emperor  of 
the  faithful.  Though  fome  of  that  nation  are  very  honefl 
and  loyal,  yet  it  is  better  to  be  without  them. 

Thou  and  I  are  ftrangers  to  each  other  ;  but  it  is  ne* 
ceflary  for  us  to  be  fpeedily  acquainted,  and  hold  a  mu¬ 
tual  intimacy  by  letters,  that  fo  we  may  ferve  our  great 
mailer  without  interfering  or  clalhing  in  our  intelligence. 
I  have  been  here  thefe  twenty  years,  and  made  no  falfe 
Heps  in  my  fovereign’s  bufinefs,  whatever  I  have  done  in 
my  own  ;  yet  have  encountered  a  thoufand  difficulties  and 
perils,  fuffered  imprifonment  many  moons  in  Paris  for  my 
fidelity,  whilfl  my  enemies  at  Conflantinople  perfecuted 
me  as  a  traitor  and  an  infidel. 

It  is  impoffible  to  avoid  thefe  croffes  in  the  courfe  of 
human  life ;  they  are  natural  as  the  wind  or  the  rain 
All  that  we  can  do  is,  by  a  prudent  and  dexterous  manage¬ 
ment  of  contingencies,  to  wind  ourfelves  out  of  trouble 
as  well  as  we  can  ;  and  above  all,  rather  to  be  our  own 
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executioners  than  betray  the  leaf!  fecret  committed  to 
us.  ~  ■ 

I  queftion  not  but  thou  haft  had  the  fame  inftrudftions 
given  thee  by  the  minifters  of  the  happy  Porte:  What 
I  fay,  is  only  to  confirm  thee  in  thy  fidelity  and  care. 
Write  to  me  with  the  fame  franknefs,  and  let  nothing 
make  thee  refevved  to  thy  fellow- (lave.  We  are  both  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  prophet  ;  we  worfhip  one  God  after  the 
fame  manner,  and  equally  reverence  the  Alcoran  ;  we  ferve 
one  mailer,  and  though  in  different  Rations,  yet  let  our 
affections  and  interests  be  united  as  friends  ;  let  no  little 
narrow  pafflons  or  emulations  corrupt  our  integrity,  nor 
teach  us  to  unman  curftlves. 

I  know  not  thy  original,  whether  thou  art  of  Maho¬ 
metan  or  Chrift'an  parents.  It  would  be  very  obliging 
to.  fend  me  a  fhort  hiftory  of  thy  life,  and  how  thou  learn- 
edit  the  Italian  tongue  ;  for  without  that,  I  judge  they 
would  not  have  fent  thee  into  that  country. 

As  for  me,  I  am  an  Arabian  by  birth,  brought  up  in 
the  feraglio,  from  thence  fent  to  fea,  there  taken  captive 
by  the  Chriilians,  fold  in  Sicily,  where  I  underwent  a  te¬ 
dious  fervitude,  yet  at  length  gained  my  freedom  ;  and 
having  paffed  through  various  fortunes,  at  laft  was  fent 
hither,  to  obferve  the  fecret  counfels  of  the  Chriftians, 
efpecially  of  this  court. 

I  now  grow  old,  having  feen  near  fifty  years  ;  yet, 
though  the  ftrength  of  my  body  fails,  I  fed  not  the  leaf! 
decay  in  my  zeal  for  the  muffulman  faith,  or  my  mailer’s 
fervice.  1  am  {till  Mahmut  the  loyal  flave  of  the  Porte, 
■and  thy  friend,  fo  long  as  thou  art  fo  thyfelf. 

Paris,  30th  of  the  id  Moon,  of  the  Year  16 59. 


Book  IV. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


*57 


XV _ To  the  Kaimacham. 

It  rejoices  me  to  hear  that  Adonai’s  place  is  fuppliedby 
by  a  muffulman,  in  whom  the  fublime  Porte  may  put 
more  confidence  than  in  any  of  the  Jewiih  race  :  It  will 
be  encouragement  to  the  true  faithful,  and  a  precedent  of 
good  import ;  for  no  nation  loves  to  fee  their  prince  be* 
ftow  offices  of  trull  on  ftrangers,  when  his  own  people 
are  as  capable  of  employment  as  they  ;  it.  is  generally  ta¬ 
ken  as  an  affront,  and  contempt  of  their  abilities  or  their 
virtue,  and  has  often  produced  ill  confequences. 

I  deny  not  but  there  are  many  honeft  and  wife  men 
among  the  Hebrews,  perfons  of  merit  and  honour,  from 
whom  the  fultan  receives  no  fmall  fervices,  but  this  ought 
not  to  diminifh  the  reputation  of  thofe  who  are  of  the 
fame  faith  with  their  fovereign.  Doubtlefs  Arabia  and 
Turkey  are  not  barren  of  good  foldiers,  prudent  ftatef- 
men,  and  dexterous  minifters. 

I  know  not  the  character  of  Zeidi  Alamanzi,  whether 
he  be  a  natural  born  Turk,  a  tributary  fon  of  a  Cririftian, 
or  a  voluntary  renegado  ;  however,  the  choice  that  is 
made  of  him  convinces  me  that  the  unerring  divan 
eileem  him  a  man  fit  for  the  bufinefs  committed  to  his 
charge. 

He  ought  to  be  perfectly  (killed  in  Italian,  or  at  leaft 
in  fome  other  language  of  the  Nazarenes,  that  fo  he  may 
pafs  the  better  unfufpefted  among  the  people  where  he 
refides,  who  are  more  jealous  of  ftrangers  than  any  ot  -.er 
nation  in  Europe.  It  is  a  crime  thought  worthy  of  ,  n- 
prifonment  for  a  Venetian  to  converfe  with  a  foreigner  loo 
frequently,  and  in  private  ;  for  they  are  afraid  left  by  that 
means  a  dangerous  correfpondence  (hould  be  eftablifhed 
betwixt  fome  ill  affefted  lubjedts  of  that  commonwealth 
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and  its  enemies ;  whereby  their  fecrets  may  be  betrayed, 
and  meafures  taken  to  ruin  them. 

For  this  reafon  alfo  they  have  forbid  falfe  hair,  or  pe¬ 
rukes,  to  be  worn  by  any  in  their  dominions,  left  this 
might  ferve  as  a  difguife  for  villains  and  traitors ;  yet  no¬ 
thing  is  more  common  in  France,  and  other  countries  of 
Europe,  than  for  men  to  wear  on  their  heads  ornaments 
of  womens  hair,  inftead  of  their  own. 

As  to  religion,  I  believe  they  will  not  much  trouble 
him,  being  no  zealots  themfelves ;  and  provided  he  does 
but  profefs  himfelf  a  Chriftian  and  Catholic,  they  will 
make  no  farther  inquifition. 

The  Italians  in  general  are  much  like  the  ancient  Ro¬ 
mans  in  their  humour  ;  men  of  grave  afpedl  and  carriage, 
and  much  more  compofed  in  both  than  the  French,  who 
appear  ridiculous  through  the  levity  of  their  difcourfe  and 
aftions.  The  former  abound  in  fage  precepts  of  morali¬ 
ty,  and  politic  aphorifms,  which  ferve  as  a  rule  whereby 
to  fquare  the  courfe  of  their  lives  ;  the  latter  only  affedt 
fome  flafhy  improvements  of  wit  and  converfation,  Undy¬ 
ing  rather  how  to  pleafe  women  than  men ;  coveting  to 
be  perfect  in  external  accomplifhments,  and  the  graces  of 
the  body,  whilft  they  flight  the  more  valuable  endowments 
of  the  mind.  -  In  a  word,  they  are  mere  apes  and  mimics. 
On  the  contrary,  the  Italians  are  men  of  an  awful  and 
majeftic  behaviour,  folid  judgment,  and  deep  reach.  If 
you  fee  them  fmile,  you  fhall  feldom  or  never  hear  them 
laugh  ;  whereas  the  motion  of  a  feather  will  fet  the 
French  a-braying  like  affes.  Thefe  will  contradl  a  warm 
friendlhip  with  any  man  at  firft  interview,  heighten  it 
with  a  thoufand  compliments,  make  him  their  confeffor, 
and  unbofom  all  their  fecrets  ;  yet  a  fecond  encounter 
fhall  extinguilh  this  paffion,  and  a  third  flrall  revive  it  a- 
gain  ;  whereas  thofe  are  cautious  and  flow  in  the  choice 
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of  their  friends,  and  when  once  that  knot  is  diffolved,  it 
is  never  to  be  fattened  there  again  ;  they  are  irreconcile- 
able  in  their  hatred  and  revenge. 

But  there  are  men  to  be  excepted  in  both  nations,  who 
fall  not  under  thefe  general  characters.  France  affords 
many  wife  and  learned  perfons,  and  Italy  not  a  few  fools 
and  idiots.  Virtues  and  vices  are  llrangely  mixed  in 
all  people.  War,  commerce,  and  travel,  with  other  hu¬ 
man  occurrences,  alter  mens  natural  difpofitions,  and  give 
the  lie  to  the  exaCIeft  obfervations  that  can  be  made  : 
Befides,  time  changes  all  things ;  and  the  qualities  which 
this  age  remarks  in  the  Italians,  may  in  the  next  be  tranf- 
ferred  to  the  French  ;  for  there  is  no  conftancy  in  any 
thing  under  the  moon. 

Zeidi  will  find  great  examples  of  frugality  among  the 
Venetians,  in  the  neceffary  expences  of  their  perfons  and 
families  ;  yet  abundance  of  magnificence  in  whatever  re¬ 
lates  to  the  public,  which  the  fubjefts  of  that  common¬ 
wealth  ferve  with  open  purfes  and  free  hearts. 

Indeed  they  are  not  fo  remarkable  for  their  temper¬ 
ance  as  fome  other  parts  of  Italy  :  Libertinifm  and  volup- 
tuoufnefs  reign  uncontrouled  in  Venice  ;  women  and 
wine  are  there  almoft  as  common  as  the  elements  ;  yet  it 
is  obferved,  that  ftrangers  generally  debauch  more  with 
both  than  the  natives.  God  preferve  Zeidi  from  their 
temptations. 

If  it  be  his  fortune  or  duty  to  vifit  Padua,  he  ought 
not  to  make  too  long  an  abode  in  that  neft  of  philofo- 
phers  and  phyficians,  left  they  firft  anatomife  his  foul, 
and  difcover  the  fecrets  of  his  commiffion,  and  then  turn 
his  body  to  a  Ikeleton  ;  as  they  once  ferved  a  Moor, 
whom  they  diffefted  alive,  to  make  experiment,  per¬ 
haps,  whether  a  Mahometan’s  blood  circulated  the  fame 
way  as  a  Chriftian’s. 


z6o 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  V. 


Thofe  Italian  phyficians  are  very  cruel,  and  think  it  no 
fin  to  try  poifons,  and  other  fatal  tricks  on  the  poor,  that 
fo  they  may  be  the  better  able  to  keep  the  rich  on  the 
rack  at  their  pleafure,  and  make  their  market  of  them. 

I  know  not  Zeidi’s  appointed  ftation,  or  what  cities 
he  is  to  fee  ;  but  wherever  he  goes,  it  will  be  neceffary 
for  him  to  ufe  abundance  of  caution,  for  the  Italians 
are  the  clofeft,  flyeft,  and  moft  judicious  people  in  the 
world. 

But  I  forget  that  he  is  chofen  by  the  divan  for  this 
employment,  to  whom  the  charadlers  of  all  nations  are 
known,  and  who  penetrate  into  the  moft  interior  recedes 
of  mens  fpirits. 

-  Therefore  I  lay  my  hand  upon  my  mouth  in  profound 
fubmiffion,  and  acquiefce  to  my  fupericrs  ;  ftill  praying, 
that  the  Grand  Seignior  may  have  faithful  and  wife  mi- 
nifters  at  home,  and  no  novices  for  his  agents  abroad. 

Paris,  3d  of  the  zd  Moon,  of  the  Year  1659. 


XVI. — To  William  Vospel,  a  Reclufe  of  Aujlria. 

T  here  is  a  ftreet  in  Paris,  which  they  call  the  Street  of 
Hell.  The  reafon  of  this  name  is  faid  to  be,  becaufe  at 
one  end  of  it  there  formerly  flood  an  old  houfe  poffeffed 
by  devils-,  who  were  fo  troublefome,  that,  as  the  records 
of  Paris  affirm,  an  edict  of  parliament  was  puffed  to  re¬ 
move  all  the  inhabitants  out  of  their  houfes  in  that  ftreet, 
and  (hut  up  the  entrance  with  a  wall ;  fincc  which,  thefe 
demons  were  expelled  by  the  Carthufians,  who  built  a 
monaftery  in  the  place.  If  this  (lory  be  true,  it  redounds 
much  to'the  reputation  of  that  order,  and  of  -all  your 
monaftics  in  general,  who  by  your  exorcifms  are  able  to 
fnbdne  the  infernal  fpirits.  But  I  have  heard  fo  many 
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filly  tales  of  houfes  being  haunted  by  ghofts  and  hobgob¬ 
lins,  that  I  know  not  how  to  give  credit  to  this. 

Befides,  when  I  confider  the  nature  of  incorporeal  be¬ 
ings,  it  feems  ridiculous  to  think  that  they  can  take  de¬ 
light  to  play  the  antics,  to  frighten  poor  mortals,  or  confine 
themfelves  to  an  old  ruined  caftle  (for  fuch  was  this  houfe)-, 
for  the  fake  of  a  little  fport,  when,  according  to  the  an¬ 
cient  philofophers,  every  incorporeal  being  is  far  more 
excellent  than  the  moil  perfect  body,  and  can  be  every 
where  ;  neither  are  they  at  any  time  locally  prefent  in 
bodies,  but  only  by  propenfion  or  habit  are  inclined  to 
them  ;  and  this  they  mean  of  living  bodies.  What 
charms  then  can  there  be  in  an  old  rotten  fabric  of 
ftone  and  wood,  to  allure  and  detain  immaterial  fub- 
ftances  ? 

'Certainly  the  nature  of  thefe  feparate  elfences  is  very 
remote  from  all  compounded  beings.  I  have  been  often 
at  a  lofs,  in  contemplating  the  foul  of  man.  Sometimes 
it  feems  no  otherwife  diilinguifhed  from  the  fouls  of 
brutes,  than  by  being  united  to  a  body  of  different  or¬ 
gans,  which  caufes  us  to  fhow  more  evident  tokens  of 
reafon  than  they,  in  the  faculty  of  difeourfe,  and  in  our 
aftions.  Yet  when  I  confider  more  attentively  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  our  mind  and  intelleft,  I  cannot  but  conclude 
there  is  a  vail:  diftindlion  between  our  fouls  and  thofe  of 
the  beafts.  I  have  with  pleafure  obferved  the  excellency 
of  human  intelledl  in  madmen  and  dreamers,  who  being 
come  to  themfelves,  (as  we  ufually  fay)  relate  many 
things  of  which  they  were  before  ignorant,  and  compre¬ 
hend  things  furpaffing  their  former  imaginations. 

It  appears  therefore  more  national  to  me,  that  the  foul 
is  every  where  and  no  where,  as  the  ancients  fay, than  that 
it  is  Pnut  up  and  imprifoned  in  the  body,  as  a  wild  beaft 
in  his  den,  or  liquor  in  a  glafs.  However,  by  an  ineffa- 
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ble  production  of  itfelf,  it  is  prefent  in  every  part  of  the 
body,  as  the  light  of  the  fun  is  diffufed  through  the  air, 
and  can  as  foon  withdraw  itfelf,  as  that  light,  when  in¬ 
terrupted  by  a  cloud.  In  a  word,  I  conceive  the  foul 
to  be  a  very  free  agent,  and  that  it  is  here  and  there  and 
every  where.  It  united  itfelf  to  the  body  by  its  own 
choice,  and  can  retire  again  from  it  at  pleafure. 

One  clofely  purfued  act  of  contemplation,  will  at  any 
time  carry  thee  or  me  to  the  invifibles,  whenever  we  go 
refolutely  about  it. 

Paris,  ift  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1659. 


XVII. —  To  the  Venerable  Ibrahim,  Cadilesquer  of 

Romeli. 

1.  here  has  not  a  year  efcaped  fince  my  arrival  at  Paris, 
wherein  I  did  not  fend  to  the  miniilers  of  the  ever  happy 
and  exalted  Porte  conltant  intelligence  of  battles,  fieges, 
ftorming  of  towns,  and  fucli  other  occurrences  of  war, 
as  happened  between  the  kingdoms  of  France  and  Spain  ; 
but  now  I  believe  my  future  difpatches  muft  contain  o- 
ther  matters ;  for  in  all  appearance  this  war,  which  has 
lafted  four-and-twenty  years,  is  in  a  fair  way  to  be  ended. 
The  King  of  Spain  grows  weary  of  his  continual  Ioffes 
in  Italy,  Flanders,  and  Catalonia;  and  he  of  France  feems 
glutted  with  perpetual  victories  and  conquefts.  In  a 
word,  thefe  two  potent  monarchs,  laying  afide  their  quar¬ 
rels,  are  making  diligent  preparations  this  year  lor  a 
campaign  of  friendlhip  and  love. 

They  are  both  in  arms,  yet  commit  no  ads  of  hoftili- 
ty  ;  whilft:  Cardinal  Mazarini,  on  the  part  of  this  crown, 
and  Don  Louis  d’  Haro  de  Gufman,  firft  minifter  of 
Spain,  are  gone  to  meet  each  other  on  the  frontiers  of 
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both  kingdoms,  as  plenipotentiaries  for  tlieir  refpedlive 
mailers,  to  concert  the  meafures  of  a  lailing  peace,  and 
treat  of  a  marriage  between  the  King  of  France  and  the 
infanta  of  Spain. 

All  Europe  is  amazed  at  this  furprifing  change ;  and 
the  French  and  Spaniards,  who  border  on  each  other,  Can 
hardly  believe  their  own  fenfes,  whilil  they  find  a  mutual 
commerce  retlored  between  their  frontier  towns  and  vil¬ 
lages,  which  had  been  interrupted  ever  fince  the  year 
1635,  about  fixteen  moons  before  I  came  to  this  city. 

But  though  they  are  thus  difpofed  to  peace  here  in  the 
Weil,  the  Northern  monarchs  are  puihing  the  war  for¬ 
ward  in  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Poland,  with  all  imagin¬ 
able  vigour  and  animofity.  The  coming  over  of  the  E- 
leflor  of  Brandenburgh  to  the  Danilh  intereil  has  made 
a  great  alteration  in  their  affairs  ^  for,  whereas  fortune 
feemed  before  in  all  things  to  favour  the  Swedes,  now 
they  lofe  ground,  and  find  their  attempts  unfuccefsful. 
Four  thoufand  of  their  men  fell  before  the  walls  of  Co¬ 
penhagen,  in  three  nights  and  two  days,  which  caufed 
King  Guilavus  to  raife  the  fiege  ;  whilil  the  Duke  of 
Brandenburgh  retook  Fredericks-Ode,.and  thereby  reflor- 
ed  to  the  King  of  Denmark  the  provinces  of  Holilein, 
,  Jutland,  and  Ditmarfen. 

The  Hollanders  alfo  have,  had  a  combat  with  the 
Swedes  at  fea,  and  funk  fourteen  of  their  bell  ihips,  be- 
fides  what  they  burnt  and  took. 

Thefe  events  have  ftirred  up  feveral  princes  to  mediate 
a  peace  ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  but  in  a  little  time  we 
may  fee  all  the  Chriflians  good  friends  ;  and  then  it  will 
be  time  for  the  muffulmans  to  be  upon  their  guard. 

As  for  Mahmut,  he  will  not  fail  to  pry  into  the  coun- 
fels  of  thefe  infidels,  and  fend  timely  notices  to  the  Porte, 
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leaving  the  reft  to  the  wifdom  of  his  fuperiors,  and  the 
pleafure  of  deftiny. 

Paris,  29th  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1659. 


XVIII. — To  Musu  Abu’l  Yahyan,  Alfaqui ,  Profef- 
for  of  Theology  at  Fez. 

TnEcharafler  which  the  great  and  illuftrious  Abdel 
Melee  Muli  Omar,  prefident  of  prefidents,  grace  and  or¬ 
nament  of  ancient  learning,  oracle  of  Africa,  and  reftorer 
of  obfolete  truth,  has  given  me  of  thy  profound  wifdom 
and  fcience,  fills  me  with  reverence  and  facred  love.  I 
am  ravifhed  with  wonder  and  joy  to  hear,  that  in  this  age, 
wherein  the  muffulman  theology  has  buffered  fo  many  in¬ 
novations,  there  yet  furvives  a  man  who  dares,  and  is 
able  to  affert  againft  all  oppofers,  not  only  the  primitive 
and  original  truth,  brought  down  from  heaven  by  the 
hand  of  Gabriel,  but  alfo  the  real  and  indubitable  fay- 
i.igs,  fermons,  counfels,  and  aftions  of  the  prophet,  whilft 
he  was  on  earth  converfing  with  mortals,  before  his  tranf- 
inigration  to  the  gardens  of  eternal  repofe  and  folitude. 
Thou  art  the  Enoch,  the  Hermes  Trifmegiftus  of  the 
age. 

I  have  feen  many  copies  of  the  Zone,  or  the  Book  of 
Doftrines,  each  pretending  to  comprife  the  whole  fyftem 
of  that  divine  philofophy  and  wifdom  which  dropped  from 
the  lips  of  our  incomparable  and  moft  holy  lawgiver,  and 
were  attefted  by  his  wife,  the  holy  Agefha,  mother  of 
the  faithful,  and  by  his  ten  difciples  :  Yet  all  thefe  va¬ 
rious  tranferipts  differ  both  in  their  fenfe  and  manner  of 
expreffiens. 

I  have  perufed  the  books  intitled  Dahif,  or  Imperfeft, 
which  contain  the  memoirs  of  his  other  wives,  and  the 


Book  IV. 


A  SPIT  AT  PARIS. 


265 

manufcripts  called  maucof,  or  fragments,  being  only  a 
collection  of  fome  feleCt  fentences,  aphorifms  and  para¬ 
bles  of  the  fent  of  God.  But  thefe  have  no  other  au¬ 
thority  to  back  them,  fave  the  credit  of  fome  learned 
fcribes,  who  were  not  familiar  with  the  divine  favourite, 
only  living  in  his  time,  and  taking  things  on  report. 

In  fine,  I  have  met  with  fevcral  parchments  of  Za - 
quini,  or  pretended  traditions  of  Abu  Becre,  Omar,  and 
Othman  ;  but  thefe  I  efteem  as  fpurious,  corrupted,  and 
full  of  errors. 

What  (hall  I  fay  ?  The  zeal  of  Omar  Eben  Abdi’il- 
Aziz,  the  ninth  caliph  of  the  tribe  of  Merwan,  is  not 
unknown  to  me  ;  I  am  no  ftranger  to  his  lingular  piety, 
not  to  be  matched  among  crowned  heads  ;  for  of  him  it 
is  recorded,  that  as  he  defcended  from  the  throne  at  the 
time  of  his  inauguration,  he  gave  the  robe  from  his  back 
as  an  alms  to  a  poor  man  ;  and,  that  during  his  whole 
reign,  he  fpent  but  two  piafters  a  day  on  himfelf :  And 
fo  great  was  his  refignation  to  deftiny  (an  admirable  vir¬ 
tue  in  a  fovereign  emperor)  that  when  he  was  on  his  bed 
in  his  laft  ficknefs,  and  was  counfelled  to  take  phyfic, 
he  anfwered,  “  No  ;  if  I  were  fure  to  heal  myfelf  only 
by  reaching  my  finger  to  my  ear,  I  would  not  ;  for  the 
place  to  which  I  am-going  is  full  of  health  and  blifs.” 

This  caliph  was  a  miracle  of  humility,  and  his  charity 
always  kept  him  poor  :  Moflema  Eben  Abd’il  Melee 
relates,  that  going  to  vifit  Omar  on  his  deathbed,  he 
found  him  lying  on  a  couch  of  palm  leaves,  with  three 
or  four  fkins  inftead  of  a  pillow,  his  garments  on,  and  a 
foul  fbirt  underneath.  Seeing  this,  Moflema  was  gtieved, 
and  turning  to  his  After  Phatema,  the  emprefs,  he  faid, 
“  How  comes  it  to  pafs  that  the  great  lord,  commander 
of  the  faithful,  appears  in  fo  fqualid  a  condition  ?” — She 
replied,  “  As  thou  liveft,  he  has  given  away  all  that  he 
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had,  even  to  the  very  bed  that  was  under  him,  to  the 
poor,  and  only  referved  what  thou  feeft,  to  cover  his 
nakednefs.”  Then  Moflema  could  not  refrain,  but  burft 
forth  into  tears,  faying,  “  God  fhow  thee  mercy  upon 
mercy,  thou  royal  faint  ;  for  thou  haft  pierced  our  hearts 
with  the  fear  of  his  divine  majefty.”  This  caliph  was 
numbered  among  the  faints. 

He  it  was,  that  perceiving  the  contradictions  and  dif- 
putes  of  the  muffulmans,  the  darknefs  and  confufion  in 
the  various  copies  of  the  Zune,  or  book  of  doCtrine,  af- 
fembled  a  general  divan  of  mollahs  and  learned  men  at 
Damafcus,  from  all  parts  of  the  empire  ;  commanding 
that  all  the  manufcripts  of  the  Zune,  which  were  extant, 
fhould  be  brought  into  this  affembly,  on  pain  of  death  to 
him  that  fnould  detain  one.  This  being  done,  he  com¬ 
manded  fix  of  them  to  be  chofen  out  of  the  whole  num¬ 
ber  by  vote,  men  eminent  for  learning  and  piety,  and 
that  thefe  fix  fhould  feverally  collect  out  of  all  the  mul¬ 
titude  of  copies,  each  man  a  book,  containing  what  he 
thought  to  be  the  moft  genuine  difcourfes  of  the  prophet, 
concerning  this  world  and  that  which  is  to  come.  When 
this  was  executed  according  to  his  will,  he  commanded 
all  the  old  books  to  be  burnt  in  a  field  near  Damafcus. 

Yet  after  all  the  religious  care  of  this  holy  caliph  to 
reftore  thefe  writings  to  their  primitive  integrity,  the 
muffulmans  foon  fell  into  new  contentions  about  the  fenfe 
and  interpretation  of  thefe  correft  copies  of  the  Zune ; 
from  whence  fprang  the  four  cardinal  feds,  on  which  all 
the  innumerable,  leffer,  and  latter  divifions  antong  true 
believers  are  founded. 

I  cannot  therefore  but  inwardly  rejoice,  and  from  my 
heart  highly  applaud  the  method  taken  by  thofe  of  your 
renowned  college,  to  d'ifcern  the  true  do&rines  and  fay- 
ings  of  the  holy  prophet,  from  thofe  which  are  fuppofi* 
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titious,  by  comparing  all  the  books  that  are  extant  toge¬ 
ther,  and  reducing  matters  of  divine  revelation  to  the  ti- 
nalogy  of  the  Alcoran  ;  thofe  of  philofophy  and  moral 
regards  to  the  flandard  of  experience  and  reafon  ;  for  it 
is  impious  to  believe,  that  the  divine  apoftle  would  im- 
pofe  any  thing  on  our  faith,  repugnant  to  the  fenfe  of 
men,  or  the  exprefs  will  of  Heaven.  By  the  foul  of  Py¬ 
thagoras,  Mahomet  faid  nothing  but  what  was  rational 
and  evident  to  any  unprejudifed  mind  :  But  the  greateft 
part  of  thefe  fedtaries  are  befotted  ;  they  form  to  them- 
felves  falfe  notions  of  God  and  his  prophet,  and  think  to 
merit  paradife  by  their  ftupidity. 

Reverend  alfaqui,  I  have  much  more  to  fay  to  thee, 
and  many  queltions  to  afk  ;  but  time  and  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior’s  fervice  force  me  to  conclude  abruptly,  with  in  g  thee 
perfedtion  of  blifs. 

Paris,  29th  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  year  1659. 
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